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REPORT. 


The  revolution  of  another  year  has  completed  the  term  of 
office  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  and  has  brought  around  the  time  when  it  is 
their  duty  and  their  privilege  to  render  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  to  their  constituents.  A  well-founded  custom, 
also,  demands  of  them,  in  addition  to  their  Report  of  their 
doings,  as  the  official  servants  of  the  Society,  a  brief  view  of  the 
present  condition  and  prospoots  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  as 
seen  in  the  light  of  the  history  of  the  last  twelve  months.  In  the 
great  procession  of  events,  which  has  filled  up  the  year  that 
is  just  closed,  there  were  some  whose  cheering  and  animat- 
ing aspect  spoke  to  us  only  of  hope  and  encouragement,  and 
there  were  others,  whose  black  and  baleful  influences  fell  cold 
upon  our  hearts,  and  seemed  to  cast  ominous  conjecture  upon 
the  fate  of  our  enterprise  and  of  our  country.  It  cannot  be 
expected  that  in  the  space  which  we  can  command,  we  should 
enter  into  a  minute  historical  detail  of  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
All  that  can  be  asked  of  us  is,  a  slight  review  of  the  most  im- 
portant events  of  the  year,  that  have  affected  the  progress  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  and  a  passing  glance  at  the  cau- 
tions, the  counsels  and  the  hopes  which  they  have  bestowed 
upon  us  in  their  flight. 
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TEXAS. 

The  brief  twelvemonth  which  has  just  finished  its  course 
will  be  ever  memorable  in  history  for  the  bold  completion  of 
a  national  crime,  long  in  open  or  in  secret  contemplation,  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  which  to  the  African  race  and  to 
the  cause  of  Freedom  ifiroughout  the  world,  though  they  may 
not  be  distinctly  foreseen,  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated.  At 
the  time  of  our  last  annual  assembly  we  spoke  together  of 
this  event  as  impending^  and  as,  apparently^  inevitable  ;  we 
have  now  to  record  its  final  consummation.  When  we  last 
met  together  the  rebellious  daughter  of  Mexico  was  standing  at 
the  doors  of  the  Union^  asking  to  be  received  into  our  protec- 
tion with  her  dowry  of  plunder  and  of  crime.  The  gate  which 
had  once  been  shut  against  her  admission  because  the  uses 
of  an  impending  conflict  for  the  powers  of  the  government 
forbade  a  too  hasty  welcome,  has  been  expanded  wide  for  her 
triumphal  entry,  and  she  now  sits  upon  as  high  a  throne  and 
wears  her  robe  of  sovereignty  as  royally  as  any  of  her  elder 
sisters.  Her  domestic  institutions  are  now  united  with  our 
own  in  the  ties  of  an  indissoluble  wedlock.  Her  fertile  plains 
and  green  savannahs  are  thrown  open  to  invite  to  exhaustless 
regions  the  slavery  which  has  made  a  desert  of  the  fields  of  its 
birth.  A  new  market  is  created  for  the  sale  of  men^  and  a 
fresh  impulse  is  given  to  the  trade  in  human  cattle.  The 
iSlave  Power  exults  in  the  overthrow  of  the  boasted  compro- 
mise of  18^20,  and  rejoices  in  a  victory  which  has  thrown  the 
balance  of  political  power  into  her  liands^  as  long  as  the  Union 
endures,  and  rivets  the  chains  of  her  Northern  vassals^  as  well 
as  of  her  Southern  slaves.  And  the  servile  North  submits, 
with  scarce  an  audible  remonstrance. 

The  following  is  a  succinct  account  of  the  tran^ction.  Af- 
ter the  last  Presidential  contest  was  decided  in  favor  of  Mr,  ' 
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Polk,  whose  name  was  understood,  during  the  canvass,  to  be 
synonymous  with  Texas,  the  dominant  party  in  Congress  pro- 
ceeded with  all  convenient  speed  to  crown  the  work  of  An- 
nexation. Joint  Resolutions  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Mil- 
ton Brown,  suitable  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 
These  resolutions  were  debated  with  much  warmth  for  several 
days.     On  the  25th  of  February  the  resolutions  passed  by  a 

vote  of  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  tO  NINETY-EIGHT.       When 

the  resolutions  were  before  the  Senate  strong  hopes  were  en- 
tertained by  the  enemies  of  the  measure,  from  the  political 
complexion  of  that  body,  that  its  success  would  at  least  be 
deferred  to  another  Congress.  Three  Southern  Whigs,  how- 
ever, whose  constancy  to  the  policy  of  their  party  had  been 
relied  on,  honestly  confessed  themselves  more  of  Slaveholders 
than  of  Whigs,  and  voted  for  the  resolutions.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  provide  a  loophole  for  the  retreat  of  tender  conscien- 
ces, who  doubted  whether  Congress  were  competent,  by  joint 
resolution,  to  unite  another  nation  to  this,  Mr.  Walker  of  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Coryphseus  of  the  movement,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, by  virtue  of  which  the  President  might  elect  whether  he 
would  complete  the  Annexation  by  negotiation,  or  by  the  effect 
of  the  joint  resolutions.  This  notable  specific  did  its  work, 
the  tender  consciences  were  relieved,  and  the  resolutions,  as 
amended,  passed,  on  the  27th  of  February,  by  a  vote  of 
twenty-seven  to  TWENTY-rrvE.  Upon  the  resolutions,  with 
the  amendment,  being  returned  to  the  House,  they  were  passed, 
the  next  day,  (28th),  as  amended,  under  an  order  virtually 
prohibiting  debate,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  TO  SEVENTY-SIX.  All  the  Democrats  in  the  House,  in- 
cluding two  (Messrs.  Parmenter  and  Williams)  from  this 
State,  voted  in  the  affirmative,  with  the  honorable  exceptions 
of  Mr.  John  P.  Hale  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Da- 
vis of  New  York. 

It  was  the  intention,  and  the  expectation,  doubtless,  of  the 
leaders  in  this  matter,  that  the  election  between  the  two 
1* 
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methods  of  possessing  ourselves  of  what  did  not  belong  to  us, 
should  be  made  by  the  new  President,  and  not  by  the  one 
whose  term  of  office  was  just  expiring.  But  Mr.  Ttler  was 
not  to  be  shorn  of  the  glory  with  which  it  had  been  his  am- 
bition to  invest  his  administration.  At  almost  the  last  gasp  of 
his  political  existence,  he  made  choice  of  the  mode  by  Joint 
Q^olution,  and  despatched  a  messenger  forthwith,  to  convey 
the  news  of  his  decision  to  the  Texan  authorities. 

It  now  became  necessary  for  the  Texan  Congress  and.  peo- 
ple to  consent  to  the  Annexation,  and  to  form  the  Republican 
Constitution,  necessary  to  the  admission  of  its  <<  lone  star  " 
to  the  constellation  that  sheds  its  selectest  influences  upon 
the  symbolic  stripes  of  the  national  ensign.  Influences  seemed 
at  one  time  to  be  at  work,  which  might  have  the  effect  of  re- 
tarding,  if  not  of  preventing,  this  unholy  alliance.  There 
seemed,  for  a  brief  space,  a  gleam  of  hope  that  the  banns  of 
this  unhallowed  marriage  might  yet  be  forbidden.  There  is 
good  reason  for  believing  that  a  strong  reluctance  existed-  on 
the  part  of  the  leading  public  men  of  Texas  to  descending 
from  their  position  at  the  head  of  a  recognized  nation  to  the 
subordinate  dignities  of  one  of  the  United  States.  The  diplo- 
matic agents  of  England  and  France  were  active  in  doing 
what  was  possible  to  prevent  the  deed.  Through  their  influ- 
ence chiefly,  it  is  believed,  Mexico  was  induced  to  offer  a  full 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  on  condition  that 
it  should  remain  a  separate  nation.  But  the  force  of  the 
slave  power  from  within,  and  the  pressure  of  the  slave  power 
from  without,  easily  bore  down  all  opposition.  The  existence 
of  slavery  in  Texas,  and  the  prosperity  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  were  well  understood  to  be  incompatible  with  her  na- 
tionality. The  Texan  Congress  forthwith  took  the  necessary 
measures  to  call  the  requisite  convention  of  the  people ;  and 
the  convention  accepted  the  terms  of  admission  with  but  a 
single  dissenting  vote.  A  constitution  was  framed  and  adopt- 
ed, in  which  slavery  was  honestly  made  the  chief  end  of  the 
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cmnpact,  and  the  institution  guarded  by  provisions,  which 
make  emancipation  a  moral  impossibility. 

During  these  proceedings  the  dwellers  in  the  cities,  and  they 
that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  were  startled  by  rumors  of 
war  which  was  to  spring  from  this  just  cause,  if  just  cause 
of  war  can  be.  The  indignation  of  Mexico  was  to  be  visited 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and  many  a  breast  that  had 
never  felt  a  throb  of  sympathy  for  the  miseries  which  Annex- 
ation was  to  work  in  thousands  of  human  hearts,  nor  a  thrill 
of  indignation  at  the  mingled  chicanery  and  ruffianism  which 
had  accomplished  it,  bled  in  view  of  the  [>ossible  calamity  of 
whale-ships  and  Indiamen.  To  calm  these  fears,  the  prov- 
idence of  the  Executive  concentrated  the  main  body  of  the 
army  u[>on  the  frontiers  of  Texas  and  Mexico,  not  to  say  with- 
in the  borders  of  Mexico  itself,  and  bade  our  fleet  to  hover, 
like  birds  of  ill-omen,  upon  the  Mexican  sea-coast.  Whether 
it  were  owing  to  these  displays  of  superior  force,  or  whether 
the  inherent  weakness  and  internal  dissensions  of  Mexico  pre- 
vented any  hostile  demonstrations,  none  were  made.  The 
law  of  the  lion  prevailed,  and  the  weaker  parjy  went  quietly  to 
the  wall.  The  slavery  party,  it  seems,  knew  their  men,  and 
had  not  exaggerated  the  weakness  of  the  victim  they  had  se- 
lected to  despoil.  All  apprehensions  of  a  Mexican  war  have 
long  since  died  away ;  and,  by  the  last  accounts,  there  is  a 
prospect  of  a  speedy  renewal  of  diplomatic  intercourse  between 
the  two  Republics ! 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  Congress,  therefore,  the  Na- 
tion of  Texas  o^ered  herself  at  the  threshold  of  the  Union, 
and  presenting  the  proofs  that  she  had  complied  with  all  the 
conditions  required  of  her,  and  proffering  a  constitution  to 
which  the  most  devoted  lover  of  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
hb  country  could  not  object,  demanded  that  she  should  be 
permitted  to  merge  her  nationality  in  the  embrace  of  the 
United  States.  So  reasonable  a  request  was  not  to  be  gain- 
said or  denied.     At  the  earliest  possible  moment,  the  neces- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 

sary  resolutions  were  introduced  into  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  carried;  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  under  the 
previous  question,  moved  before  the  resolutions  vtrere  before 
the  House,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fortt-one  to 
FiFTT-NiNE.  In  the  Senate  the  farce  was  conducted  with 
rather  more  regard  to  appearances ;  but  the  resolutions 
passed,  after  a  short  debate,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-one  to  thir- 
teen. They  immediately  received  the  signature  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  the  long  contest  is  at  last  ended  by  the  triumphant 
union  of  the  two  nations.  They  twain  are  henceforward  one. 
The  area  of  Freedom  is  indefinitely  extended  into  the  domin- 
ions of  Mexico,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  consistent  reason  to 
be  given  why  it  should  not  extend  itself  till  it  cover  the  whole 
continent  embraced,  on  either  side,  by  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific,  and  terminate  its  career  of  Annexation  only  at  Terra 
del  Fuego. 

During  the  progress  of  this  nefarious  business,  we  are 
proud  to  say,  that  Massachusetts  was  not  wholly  silent  and 
supine.  •  Her  words  of  remonstrance  at  least  were  heard  pro- 
testing against  the  deed.  The  House  of  Representatives 
passed  resolutions,  by  a  majority  of  288  to  41,  denying  the 
constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  annex  a  foreign  country 
by  legislation;  that  such  act  of  admission  would  have  no 
binding  effect  upon  the  people  of  Massachusetts ;  that  such 
annexation  could  only  be  made  by  the  people  in  their  original 
sovereign  capacity ;  and  that  Massachusetts  would  never  con- 
sent to  the  admission  of  Texas,  or  any  other  State,  except  on 
the  basis  of  perfect  equality  of  freemen.  When  these  reso- 
lutions came  up  for  concurrence  before  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Middlesex,  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  if 
Texas  should  be  admitted  by  a  legislative  act  of  Congress, 
this  act  could,  and  ought  to  be,  repealed,  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  This  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  twenty-four 
to  eight.  Other  amendments  were  proposed,  but  finally  the 
House  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
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This  action  od  the  part  of  the  Legislature^  though  muoh 
better  than  nothings  lacked  the  only  declaration  for  which  the 
friends  of  Annexation  would  have  cared^ —  that  Massachusetts 
would  regard  the  consummation  of  the  act  as  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  and  would  treat  it,  in  very  deed,  as  if  not  bind- 
ing and  of  no  effect.  Messrs.  Adams,  Wilson  and  Bordsn., 
of  the  Senate,  deserve  the  highest  honor  for  the  courage  and 
consistency  with  which  they  opposed  this  act  of  treason  to 
freedom  and  humanity. 

Nor  were  protestations  against  its  accomplishment  confined 
to  the*Halls  of  Legislation.  In  pursuance  to  a  call  signed  by 
many  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  State,  for  intelli* 
gence,  moral  weight  and  political  eminence,  of  all  parties,  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
representing  the  opposition  to  Annexation,  assembled  in  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  on  the  39th  of  January,  and  continued  its  session 
into  the  following  day.  The  Hall  was  filled  with  an  assem- 
bly of  earnest  and  thoughtful  men,  who  were  of  one  mind  atk 
to  the  iniquity  of  Annexation,  widely  as  they  differed  in  many 
other  points  of  opinion  and  practice.  The  discussions  were 
marked  by  great  freedom  and  ability,  and  attracted  large 
crowds  to  listen  to  them.  Among  the  more  prominent  of  the 
speakers  we  may  mention,  though  necessarily  omitting  many 
names  deserving  of  mention,  the  Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
the  Hon.  Charles  Allen,  Mr.  George  S.  Hillard,  Mr. 
Garrison,  President  Allen,  the  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson,  and 
the  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Mat.  The  principal  business  done  by 
the  Convention  was  the  adoption  of  an  Address,  said  to  have 
been  dictated,  in  part,  by  the  foremost  of  the  public  men  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. It  was  well  worthy  of  the  highest  powers.  The 
Anti-Slavery  argument  against  Annexation  was  most  forcibly 
presented  in  it,  and  the  duty  of  Massachusetts  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  opposition,  strongly  set  forth.  Its  weak  point, 
and  consequently,  that  of  the  doings  of  the  Convention,  lay  in 
its  containing  merely  an  argument  and  a  protest  against  the 
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crime,  but  without  indicating  any  course  of  conduct  to  be 
pursued  by  Massachusetts,  in  case  it  should  be  finally  com- 
mitted. After  adopting  the  address  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
the  Convention  adjourned,  leaving  further  action  in  the  hands 
of  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  whose  doings  have  not 
as  yet  been  made  public. 

Though  this  Convention  was  not  attended  by  all  the  good 
results  which  might  have  followed  a  more  vigorous  line  of  ac- 
tion, still  it  was  highly  honorable  to  the  gentlemen  who  were 
mainly  instrumental  in  calling  it,  and  truly  encouraging  in  the 
signs  it  made  manifest  of  an  increasing  sense  of  the  general 
share  of  the  whole  people  in  the  guilt  and  the  punishment 
of  slavery.  Though  it  was  summoned  and  attended  by 
members  of  all  parties,  still  its  most  numerous  and  active 
friends  belonged  to  the  Whig  party,  and  they  were  rewarded 
for  their  efforts  by  the  coldness  and  the  opposition  of  many 
of  their  political  friends.  The  extent  to  which,  not  only  the 
rank  and  file,  but  prominent  men,  of  the  Whig  party, 
showed  themselves  unwilling  to  hold  their  peace,  in  obedience 
to  the  wishes  and  the  example  of  its  leaders,  when  their  sense 
of  duty  bade  them  speak,  on  this  subject,  was  an  encouraging 
sign  of  the  times  in  the  midst  of  evil  days  and  evil  tongues. 
These  remarks  are,  of  course,  even  more  true  of  the  members 
of  the  Democratic  party  who  took  part  in,  or  sympathized 
with,  the  Convention. 

The  same  disposition  on  the  part  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  influential  members  of  the  Whig  party  to  check  any  agi- 
tation in  the  general  mind,  on  the  subject  of  Texas,  has  been 
evinced  at  a  later  period.  The  Spring  and  Summer  wore 
away  without  any  concentrated  action  of  the  enemies  of  An- 
nexation. In  consequence  of  a  proposition  made  at  the  cele- 
bration of  West  India  Emancipation,  at  Waltham,  on  the 
first  of  August,  one  of  the  simultaneous  meetings  called  by 
this  Board,  Mr.  William  H.  Channino,  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
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proposed  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  call  a 
Coanty  Convention  on  the  subject  of  Annexation.  This  Com- 
mittee issued  a  call,  which  was  signed  by  many  prominent 
men  of  all  parties,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for  a  Conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Concord.  Accordingly  this  meeting  was 
held,  in  September,  and  was  one  of  deep  interest.  This  Con- 
vention met,  by  adjournment,  again  at  Cambridge  on  the  2l8t 
day  of  October.  An  animated  meeting  was  there  held ;  and, 
as  the  call  of  the  Convention  was  exclusively  addressed  to 
the  citizens  of  Middlesex  County,  and  as  it  seemed  to  be  a 
good  opportunity  for  instituting  a  more  general  scheme  of 
opposition,  a  meeting  was  held  of  citizens  who  were  present 
from  various  other  parts  of  the  State,  at  an  interval  of  the  Con- 
vention, of  which  Ellis  Gray  Lorino,  of  Boston,  was  Chair- 
man, and  Edmund  Quincy,  of  Dedham,  Secretary,  which  ap- 
pointed a  numerous  State  Committee  to  assume  the  duty  of 
rallying  the  people  to  the  rescue,  if  it  might  be  done.  This 
Committee,  of  which  the  Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams  was 
Chairman,  entered  upon  their  duties  with  zeal,  and  devoted 
themselves  to  their  performance  with  a  spirit  and  industry 
that  did  them  the  highest  honor.  They  issued  an  address  to 
the  people ;  they  entered  into  correspondence  with  the  op- 
posers  of  Annexation  throughout  the  State  ;  they  sent  forms 
of  remonstrance  against  the  admission  of  Texas,  as  a  Slave 
State,  not  only  to  every  part  of  this  State,  but  to  every  county 
in  the  Free  States ;  they  published  a  weekly  paper  devoted  to 
the  cause ;  they  held  public  meetings  in  the  Metropolis,  and 
in  many  other  towns,  to  excite  the  general  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  its  members  were  untiring  in  their  personal 
exertions  to  promote  the  same  wholesome  agitation.  A  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, which  was  well  attended,  upon  a  most  tempestuous  even- 
ing, and  addressed  by  Messrs.  Adams,  Palfret,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, Wendell  Phillips,  Garrison,  William  H.  Channing 
Stanton  and  HiLLARD.     Meetings  were  subsequently  held  in 
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Lowell,  Brookline,  Dedham,  Hingham,  Roxbury  and  many 
other  places.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Mr.  John  6.  Paltbet, 
Mr.  William  I.  Bowditch,  Mr.  William  H.  Channing,  and 
other  gentlemen,  did  good  service  in  addressing  these  assem- 
blies. The  Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips  delivered  two  addresses 
on  the  subject,  in  the  Tremont  Temple,  which  exposed  in  a  mas- 
terly manner  the  iniquity  of  the  Texas  Scheme,  and  which 
have  since  been  pablished  and  widely  read. 

During  these  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  they 
received  but  little  sympathy  or  assistance  from  the  chief  men 
of  the  party  which  had  made  hostility  to  Texas  one  of  their 
watchwords  in  the  late  Presidential  campaign.  Some  of  the 
more  prominent  among  them  even  refused  to  sign  a  remon- 
strance against  the  admission  of  Texas,  as  a  Slave  State,  and 
thus  threw  the  weight  of  their  influence  against  even  the  ut- 
terance of  a  word  of  protest  against  this  giant  crime !  The 
Representative  of  Boston  in  Congress,  the  Hon.  Robert  C. 
WiNTHROP,  has  on  more  than  one  occasion  announced  it  as 
his  political  creed,  that  ^<  the  Union,  however  bounded,''  is  to 
be  maintained  and  defended !  It  is  but  too  evident  that  an 
influential,  if  not  a  numerous,  portion  of  the  Whig  party  in 
Massachusetts,  are  tired  of  being  under  the  ban  of  the 
Slftveholding  Whigs,  and  are  desirous  of  gaining,  by  any  sub- 
missions, a  full  restoration  to  the  bosom  of  the  Whig  Church 
Universal.  The  penance  that  is  to  wash  out  the  sins  of  Mas- 
sachusetts against  Slavery  has  not  yet  been  fully  pronounced. 
Perhaps  nothing  more  than  unquestioning  submission  in  time 
to  come  to  all  its  behests  will  be  required.  Whether  the 
mass  of  the  people  are  prepared  to  walk  through  this  valley  of 
Humiliation,  or  not,  for  such  an  object,  remains  to  be  seen. 

Remonstrances  with  nearly  fifty  thousand  signatures,  ob- 
tained within  a  very  short  time,  were  forwarded  to  Congress, 
as  the  result  of  this  agitation  That  it  was  of  no  avail,  we 
know.  That  it  would  be  of  any  avail  was  probably  not  ex- 
pected by  many  who  partook  in  the  movement.    Their  guid- 
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iag  principle  seemed  to  be  a  fxioscieAtious  itesire  to  do  wbat 
they  could,  cTen  though  they  believed  their  labors  would  be 
fruitless,  to  save  the  nation  from  this  gailt  and  shame ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  to  free  their  own  souls  from  any  participation  in  it. 
The  movement,  notwithstanding  its  ill  success^  cannot  be 
justly  regarded  as  a  failure,  since  it  was  the  means  of  awak* 
ing,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
their  own  implication  in  the  crime  of  SlavebokUng,  both  ia 
its  effects  on  the  rights  of  its  immediate  victims,  and  on  their 
own ;  and  also  of  bringing  together,  in  a  combined  effort^ 
Bumy  individuak  of  widely  differing  views  on  other  subjects, 
but  who  were  of  one  nuiid  as  to  the  fatal  nature  of  Slavery. 

There  are  many  in  the  land,  whose  eyes,  aealed  in  a  wilful 
or  in  a  judicial  blindness,  refosed  to  see  this  danger,  tiU  it 
was  too  late ;  and  could  hardly  be  persuaded  that  the  bolt 
impended,  until  it  had  fallen  upon  their  heads.  To  whom^ 
soever  else  this  event  was  unexpected,  the  intelligent  Abo^ 
litionists  of  the  country  were  well  prepared  for  it.  At  every 
one  of  our  successive  gatherings,  since  the  project  of  Anneza- 
tioQ  was  first  broached,  has  our  wamiqg  voice  been  uplifted, 
entreating  the  people  not  to  be  deceived  in  this  behalf.  At 
times  when  universal  security  seemed  to  pervade  the  country, 
we  have  proclaimed  that  the  scheme  would  never  be  abaa* 
doned,  and  that,  unless  an  opposition  of  onejiampled  unanioK 
ity  and  vigor  were  presented  to  it  by  the  North,  it  would  be 
successful.  We  had  watched  too  long,  and  knew  too  weU, 
the  wily  and  desperate  nature  of  the  Slave  interest,  to  be  de- 
ceived by  any  apparent  relaxation  of  its  wishes,  or  its  efforts, 
to  accomplish  a  measure  vital  to  its  own  existence.  We  can** 
not  but  feel  that,  as  far  as  our  influence  has  extended,  and 
our  voice  reached,  we  have  been  faithful  in  this  matter  to  our 
eeuntry,  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  posterity. 

But  the  deed  is  done.     The  catastrophe  is  over.    The  dMn 
traction  has  overtaken  us.    A  revolution  has  taken  place  o^ 
mightier  moment  than  that  which  severed  the  tie  bmdang  the 
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yoathfbl  ooloDies  to  the  mother-country.  The  institutions 
which  our  Fathers  established,  for  the  preservation  of  liberty, 
are  now  in  form,  as  they  have  been  l<Hig  in  effect,  overthrown, 
burying  the  hopes  of  the  Slave,  and  the  rights  of  the  free,  be« 
neath  the  ruins.  Like  the  adept  in  the  romance,  in  breathing 
the  breath  of  life  into  the  creature  of  their  own  hands,  they 
mingled  with  it  an  element  which  has  transformed  it  into  a 
demon,  to  make  a  mockery  of  the  very  purposes  of  its  crea* 
tion,  and  to  pursue  and  destroy  those  they  loved  the  best 
In  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Giddinos,  just  uttered  in 
the  ears  of  Congress,  <<  the  Union  founded  by  our  fiithers  has 
been  subverted,  and  a  new  Slave-holding  confederacy  has 
been  formed,  giving  to  the  Southern  portion  the  balance  of 
power,  and  subjecting  the  free  labor  of  the  North,  the  dear- 
est rights  of  the  free  States,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  Slave- 
holding  oligarchy ! ''  That  this  is  literally  true,  is  obvious 
from  the  frict  that  this  act  gives  to  the  Slave-power  a  clear 
majority  of  four  votes  in  the  Senate ;  thus  [facing  the  entire 
and  absolute  control  of  the  legislation  and  policy  of  the  coun- 
try in  its  hands.  And  when  we  reflect  that  this  Slave-power 
resides  in  a  compact  aristocracy,  not  probably  much  exceed- 
ing in  numbers  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  voting 
men,  we  may  well  curse  the  folly  of  our  fathers  who  be- 
queathed this  inheritance  to  us,  and  marvel  at  the  patience  of 
the  seventeen  millions  of  their  sons  who  consent  to  abide 
by  it. 

But  the  end  is  not  yet.  We  are  assured  that  the  vast 
territory  of  Texas  can  furnish  forty  States  of  the  size  of 
Massachusetts.  As  fast,  therefore,  as  the  locust  swarms  of 
Slavery  light  upon  and  blast  successive  portions  of  that  virgin 
soil.  State  after  State,  with  a  constitution  in  her  hand,  like  that 
of  Texas,  *^  securing  in  the  most  clear  and  nervous  manner  the 
rights  of  the  master  to  the  slave,"  will  demand,  and  with  jus- 
tice, admission  to  the  confederacy.  And  when  this  destiny  is 
accomplished,  and  when  the  last  of  the  daughters  of  the  young 
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Repubfic  of  the  Southwest  is  gathered  into  our  bosom,  she  will 
point  to  the  broad  plains  of  MezicOi —  the  fruitful  mother 
of  future  States, —  and,  like  the  prophetic  phantom  of  Ban- 
quo's  descendant,  will  come  <<  bearing  a  glass,  which  shows 
us  many  more !  '^ 

It  is  yet  too  soon  to  predict  the  consequences  of  this  mo- 
mentous event  The  ink  is  yet  scarcely  dried  of  the  signa- 
ture that  authenticated  the  dark  and  ominous  deed.  An  in- 
terval of  guilt  and  silence  succeeds  to  the  stormy  agitation 
that  heralded  it  Whether  this  repose,  on  the  part  of  the  op- 
posers  of  the  measure,  is  only  a  breathing  space  to  enable  them 
to  put  forth  their  energies  with  a  new  vigor  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  country  from  her  disgrace,  and  themselves  from 
their  political  serfdom ;  or  whether  it  evinces  but  a  weak 
and  criminal  despondency,  that  despairs  of  the  Republic,  and 
yields  a  slavish  submission  to  the  ascendant  tyranny ;  can  be 
disclosed  by  time  alone.  Futurity  only,  though  perhaps  a 
near  futurity,  can  tell  whether  there  is  yet  virtue  and  manli- 
ness enough  in  the  nation  to  shake  off  their  shameful  vassal- 
age, or  whether  it  is  destined  to  add  another  instance  to  those 
already  recorded  on  the  page  of  history,  of  a  Republic  sink- 
ing beneath  the  weight  of  its  own  selfishness  and  crime,  and 
a  fresh  example, 

''How  nations  sink,  by  darling  schemes  oppressed, 
When  Vengeance  listens  to  the  fool's  request" 

If  there  be  indeed  spirit  and  virtue  enough  left  in  the  peo- 
ple to  resent  this  outrage  on  their  own  rights,  as  well  as  on 
the  rights  of  Humanity,  and  to  resist  the  further  aggressions 
of  the  encroaching  power  of  Slavery,  the  annexation  of  Tex- 
as may  prepare  them  for  the  only  measure  by  which  they  can 
effectually  do  either  the  one  or  the  other.  We  need  scarcely 
say,  to  this  audience,  that  we  mean,  THE  DISSOLUTION 
OP  THE   EXISTING  UNION  OF  THESE   STATES. 
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In  this  alone  lies  the  last  hope  of  the  Northern  States,  for  real 
independence  and  self-government.  The  Constitution,  and 
whatever  of  protection  it  may  have  been  supposed  to  afford  to 
Northern  rights,  being  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  nominal 
balance  of  power,  which  had  been  vouchsafed  in  the  long  es- 
tablished mode  of  admitting  new  States  to  the  Union,  being 
turned  in  favor  of  Slavery  by  the  insulting  sword  of  the  con- 
queror, the  North  may  perhaps  learn  that  "  Va  Vtctis " — 
wo  to  the  vanquished  —  is  the  just  and  necessary  watchword 
of  such  a  victory.  Already  the  great  West,  whose  consent  to 
the  Annexation  of  Texas  was  purchased  by  the  promise  of 
the  simultaneous  acquisition  of  Oregon,  is  beginning  to  dis- 
cover that  the  chivalry  of  the  South,  who  were  willing 
enough,  for  their  own  purposes,  to  plunge  the  country  into  a 
war  with  Mexico,  which  would  be  mainly  waged  with  North- 
ern commerce,  are  ready  to  break  their  word  of  promise  to  the 
ear  and  to  the  hope,  rather  than  risk  a  collision  with  the  chief 
consumer  of  their  cotton,  and  tremble  at  the  prospect  of  black 
regiments  carrying  a  crusade  for  liberty,  under  the  red-cross 
of  St.  George,  into  the  heart  of  their  plantations.  And  it 
seems  by  no  means  impossible,  that  the  Slaveholders,  in  their 
gamesome  mood  of  triumph,  may  play  such  fantastic  tricks 
with  their  favorite  toy  of  the  Tariff,  as  to  arouse  the  Almighty 
Dollar  to  put  forth  its  omnipotence,  and  unseal  the  eyes  even 
of  Northern  manufacturers.  Upon  such  assistances  as  these 
we  may  confidently  rely  in  our  agitation  of  the  question  of 
Disunion.  The  deliverance  of  the  North  may  yet  be  derived 
from  the  very  excesses  of  the  South.  And  the  philosophical 
historian  of  a  future  day  may  discern,  as  he  traces  the  down- 
fall of  Slavery  to  the  remote  causes,  that  its  supporters  might 
date  the  destruction  of  their  cherished  institution  from  the 
hour  when  the  curse  of  Texas  was  granted  to  their  prayers. 
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HAITI. 


The  distracted  state  of  this  iDteresting  island  has  within 
the  last  year  afforded  new  food  for  the  dreams  of  Southern 
Annexationists.  The  unhappy  contest  between  the  French 
and  the  Spanish  parts  of  the  island,  which  has  been  falsely 
represented  as  a  war  of  colors,  has  suggested  to  the  ever 
watchful  guardians  of  Slavery,  that  at  least  an  argument 
could  be  extracted  from  it  against  the  capacity  of  the  Af- 
rican race  for  self-government,  if  it  did  not  furnish  an  op- 
portunity for  the  re-estaUbhment  of  the  beneficial  influences 
of  Slavery  under  the  auspices  of  the  Anglo-Qaxon  race.  Ac- 
cordingly, an  agent  of  the  name  of  Hogan  was  despatched 
thither  by  President  Ttler  to  observe,  if  not  to  foment,  the 
intestine  distractions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  make  a  report 
•f  his  espial.  It  is  believed  to  have  been  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained, on  semi-official  and  uncontradicted  authority,  that  this 
envoy  made  a  report  to  President  Polk,  in  fiivor  of  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  Dominican,  or  Spanish, 
portion  of  the  idand ; — that  overtures  were  made  by  the  au- 
thorities of  that  department,  through  him,  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  on  this  subject,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  observers,  had  a  looking  towards  future  Annexation ;  and 
that  this  project  has  excited  a  lively  interest  in  all  slaveholding 
coteries.  It  has  been  asserted,  moreover,  that  attempts  are 
making  to  enlist  men  in  the  United  States,  to  carry  on  the  wtx 
between  the  Dominicans  and  the  Haitians.  It  was  fully  ex- 
pected that  Mr.  Polk  would  make  some  developement  of  this 
plan  in  his  Annual  Message;  and  his  silence  on  the  subject 
seems  to  imply  that  the  pear  is  not  yet  ripe,  or  at  least  that 
the  peofde  ot  the  United  States  are  not  yet  thought  ready  to 
pluck  it. 

Whether  any  speedy  attempt  to  realize  these  gdden  dreams 
wiQ  be  made,  cannot  now  be  predicted.  But  it  may  be  wn^ 
2* 
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fidently  affirmed,  that  nothing  but  the  absolute  impossibility  of 
success  will  divert  the  cupidity  of  the  slaveholders  from  so 
tempting  a  prey,  when  once  indicated  to  their  pursuit.  But  the 
adventurers  in  such  a  game  would  do  well  to  reflect  that  they 
would  have  a  very  different  foe  to  encounter  than  that  which 
apposed  their  larceny  of  Texas,  in  a  people  nerved  by  half 
a  century  of  freedom,  who,  even  in  their  ikst  sacrifices  to  Lib« 
erty,  offered  up  to  her,  as  a  holocaust,  the  brother-in-*law  of 
Napoleon,  and  the  flower  of  the  army  of  Italy,  and  who  are 
ever  prepared  to  burn  their  cities  and  retire  to  their  mountain 
fastnesses,  at  the  first  approach  of  an  enslaving  invader. 

But  the  ardor  of  slave-holding  passion  for  new  territory, 
over  which  to  extend  and  confirm  the  blessings  of  Slavery,  it 
not  to  be  satisfied  by  the  remote  prospect  of  the  possession  of 
the  Queen  of  the  Antilles.  Already,  as  soon  as  the  Annexa* 
tion  resolutions  bad  passed  the  Senate,  Mr.  Levy,  of  Florida, 
moved  that  the  President  be  requested  to  negotiate  with  Spain 
for  the  purchase  of  Cuba !  This  motion  was  subsequently 
withdrawn,  as  premature,  at  the  request  of  those  who  would 
be  no  enemies  to  the  measure ;  but  it  did  its  work,  in  im- 
planting the  idea  in  the  public  mind,  which  its  friends  believe 
time  will  ripen  to  a  new  harvest  of  Annexation.  It  is  assert- 
ed, and  with  good  grounds  of  probability,  that  Mr.  Slidell, 
the  new  Staveholding  ambassador  to  Mexico^  is  empowered 
to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  California,  and  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  buy  the  consent  of  Great  Britain  to  this  acquisition 
of  a  territory  which  may  be  made  the  prey  of  Slavery,  by  the 
Imbe  of  her  chosen  portion  of  Oregon,  a  country  whose  par- 
allels of  latitude  forever  forbid  the  approach  of  its  desolating 
footsteps.  Already  does  the  prophetic  eye  of  Southern  states- 
men behold  the  star-spangled  banner  waving  in  mockery  over 
new  nations  of  slaves,  scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
and  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  thickly 
.  peopling  the  whole  Archipelago  of  islands  which  gem  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Western  Continent    And  such  dreams  are  not 
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the  fantastic  creations  of  a  diseased  knaginatton.  After  tha^ 
victory  they  have  jast  achieved,  if  it  be  tamely  submitted  to  by 
the  North,  they  have  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  serious  op- 
position, on  this  Continent,  to  their  schemes  of  conquest.  Bot 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  humanity  of  Christendom,  and  the 
Civilization  of  the  Age,  will  interfere  between  these  beautiful 
visions  and  their  literal  fulfilment. 


FLORWA. 

Since  we  last  met  together,  another  jewel  has  been  added 
to  the  coronet  of  Slavery  by  the  erection  of  Florida  into  a 
sovereign  State.  The  young  territory  of  Iowa  having  at- 
tained, in  a  few  short  years,  to  the  fulness  of  strength,  pre- 
sented herself  at  the  Capitol,  with  a  constitution  in  her  hand 
forbidding  the  existence  of  Slavery  within  her  borders,  and 
demanded  the  freedom  of  the  guild  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment The  territory  of  Florida  offered  her  early  decrepitude, 
as  an  offset  to  the  vigorous  youth  of  the  hardy  daughter  of 
the  West,  and  in  evidence  of  her  worthiness  of  such  a  fellow- 
ship, she  held  forth  a  Constitution  which  expressly  denied  to 
her  Legislature  the  power  ever  to  abolish  slavery,  but  confer- 
ring upon  it,  in  open  subversion  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
country,  the  right  to  prevent  the  immigration  of  free  citisens 
of  other  States,  if ''  the  sun  had  looked  upon  them  and  they 
were  black."  The  policy  which  has  been  employed  ever 
since  the  famous  Missouw  Compromise,  of  refusing  admission 
to  a  Free  State,  unless  it  entered  hand  and  hand  with  a  Slave 
State,  was  not  neglected  at, this  crisis.  All  attempts  which 
w^tt^  made  to  sever  the  links  that  united  these  two  in  a  com- 
mon fate,  were  fruitless.  Nor  was  this  all.  The  modest  pro- 
vision was  inserted  in  the  act  of  admission,  that  when  the 
Eastern  division  of  Florida  attained  to  a  population  of  thirty 
thousand  souls,  it  should  be  erected  into  a  separate  State, 
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while  no  tuch  grace  was  extended  to  the  len  fiiTored  child. 
Thit^  however,  was  too  much  even  for  the  Congren  of  An- 
nexation to  bear,  and  this  provision  was  struck  out  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  bill  came  before  the  House  on  the  13tb  of  February, 
when  Mr.  Morse,  of  Maine,  moved  as  an  amendment,  that 
Florida  should  not  be  admitted  until  the  article  just  mention- 
ed had  been  stricken  from  her  Constitution,  and  defended  his 
proposition  with  spirit  and  ability.  It  was  rejected,  however, 
by  a  vote  of  xightt-sevbn  to  sbvemtt-seven.  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  then  moved  the  admission  of  Iowa  alone.  But 
this  was  rejected.    And  the  bill  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote 

of  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTT-FIVE  yCRS  tO  THIRTT-FOUR    DRyS. 

All  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation,  that  were  present,  voted 
in  the  negative,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Parmenter. 

The  bill  came  before  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  on  March 
1st,  and  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  moved  as  an  amendment,  that 
Florida  should  not  be  admitted  until  she  had  altered  her  con* 
stitution  and  her  laws,  so  as  to  allow  the  equal  rights  of  color- 
ed seamen  with  other  citizens.  After  a  ddbate  of  some  dura- 
tion, in  which  the  speakers  on  either  side  were  divided  in 
opinion  according  to  their  residence  north  or  south  of  Ma- 
son's and  Dixon's  line,  the  amendment  was  lost  by  a  vote  of 
TWELVE  to  THiRTT-FivE.  The  bill  thcu  passod  by  a  vote  of 
THiRTT-six  yeas  to  nine  nays. 

If  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal 
of  Iowa  to  accept  the  terms  of  admission,  the  weight  of 
the  slaveholding  votes  of  Florida  in  the  Senate  is  not  coun- 
terpoised by  those  of  her  Senators.  So  that,  at  the  present 
session,  when  the  Senators  of  Texas  are  in  their  places, 
Slavery  will  have  a  clear  majority  of  faw  votes,  against  Lib* 
erty. 
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THE    SOUTH. 


It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  in  the  riew  of  the  triamphs  of 
the  Slave  Power,  which  we  have  been  recounting,  that  the 
South  should  exult  in  her  successes,  and  exalt  her  horn  against 
the  humbled  North.  It  is  but  natural  that  the  Slaveholders 
should  feel  disposed  to  press  their  advantage  to  the  very  lim- 
its of  the  endurance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  States. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  human  nature,  that  the  tyrant  will 
ever  rejoice  in  the  humiliation  of  his  vassals,  and  tighten  their 
chains  at  every  fresh  instance  of  passive  endurance.  This 
cup  Slavery  is  filling  to  the  brim  for  us,  and  it  will  not  pass 
away  until  we  have  drained  it  to  the  dr^,  or  have  summoned 
spirit  enough  to  dash  it  to  the  earth. 

In  our  last  Report,  which  went  fully  into  the  treatment  of 
Mr.  Hoar  at  the  hands  of  South  Carolina,  we  could  only  state 
that  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  agent  of  Massachusetts  for  New  Or- 
leans, had  been  compelled  to  return  with  his  mission  defeated. 
That  gentleman  was  driven,  or  rather  retired  in  well-ground- 
ed apprehension  of  compulsion,  from  the  State,  declaring  that 
he  found  it  impossible  to  execute  his  mission.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana,  with  all  convenient  speed,  passed  laws  mak- 
ing a  repetition  of  this  interference  with  her  ^<  internal  police," 
a  highly  penal  offence.  Her  example,  and  that  of  South  ClBir- 
oUna,  who  preceded  her  in  this  preventive  legislation,  was 
followed  by  some  of  the  other  Southwestern  States ;  so  that 
the  dignity  of  the  domestic  institution  may  be  considered, 
now,  as  amply  vindicated  from  the  treasonable  assault  of  Mas- 
sachusetts upon  it.  The  majesty  of  Southern  law  is  triumph- 
ant The  fears  of  the  chivalry  are  allajred,  and  General  Quat- 
TLBBUM  has  rest  to  his  soul. 

Through  this  infamous  defiance  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  commonest  rights  of  hospitality  and 
of  humanity,  it  is  certain  that  many  humble  and  useful  citizeas 
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of  the  Free  States,  hare  been  obstructed  m  their  honest  eto- 
cationSy  and  have  suffered  imprisonment  and  outrage  for  no 
crime,  but  their  complexion ;  it  is  probable  that  some  have 
been  consigned  to  a  life-long  servitude.  But  Slavery  is  im- 
partial where  the  defence  of  her  own  privil^pes  are  concemedi 
and  fresh  victims  have  been  seized  and  punished  on  suspicion 
of  assisting  in  the  escape  of  fugitives  from  the  house  of  bond- 
age. Words  and  looks  of  pity  are  now  contraband  in 
the  Southern  States,  and  they  may  be  bestowed  only  at  the 
peril  of  the  giver.  Indeed,  no  man  is  safe  from  judicial  or 
popular  violence,  who  exercises  his  constitutional  privilege  of 
using  his  citizenship,  in  a  Slave  State,  and  who  is  not  ready 
to  utter  the  most  servile  of  the  shibboleths  of  Slavery.  If 
suspicion  is  aroused  against  him,  where  every  eye  is  full  of 
suspicion,  there  is  no  protection  for  him  in  the  name  of  citizen, 
or  in  the  safeguards  of  the  Constitution ;  he  may,  in  very 
possible  cases,  have  to  choose  between  felling  down  and  wcnr- 
shipping  the  national  idol  and  being  thrown  into  the  hottest 
furnace  of  fiuiatical  persecution.  And  it  is  just  that  it  should 
be  so.  If  the  strong  tamely  suffer  the  weak  and  the  helpless, 
those  for  whose  protection  civil  government,  in  theory  at  least, 
was  mainly  established,  to  be  treated  as  if  there  were  no  rights 
and  no  Constitution  securing  them,  they  have  no  just  reason 
to  complain  when  the  same  measure  is  meted  to  themselves. 
The  more  impartially  the  South  bestows  its  injuries,  the  less 
distinction  it  makes  in  the  distribution  of  its  wrongs,  between 
the  white  and  the  black,  the  bond  and  the  free,  the  more  hope 
is  there  that  an  adequate  spirit  of  resistance  may  be  roused 
which  shall  end  them  all  together. 

But  black  and  lowering  as  the  Southern  skies  still  are, 
there  are  not  wanting  occasional  gleams  of  light  which  are  the 
harbingers  of  a  happier  day.  Symptoms  are  manifested,  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  distant  points,  of  a  growing  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  white  population  of  the  Slave  States  who 
are  not  slaveholders.    This  class  <^  people  stand,  perhaps, 
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nearer  to  the  slaves  in  the  Yirtual  privation  of  civile  if  not  per- 
sona] freedom,  than  any  other  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
They  are  made  to  feel  every  day  and  every  hour  that  they  are 
in  the  presence  of  an  overshadowing  aristocracy.  Whatever 
may  be  the  flatteries  of  demagogues,  on  the  eve  of  elections, 
they  feel  that  their  condition  is  despised,  their  labor  disgrace- 
ful, and  their  endeavors  to  improve  their  condition  obstructed. 
The  more  intelligent  among  them  are  beginning  to  attribute 
this  state  of  things  to  its  true  cause.  In  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, as  wett  as  in  Kentucky,  the  subject  is  openly  discussed 
in  the  public  prints ;  and  in  Virginia  there  seems  to  be  every 
prospect  of  a  successful  attempt  to  break  down  the  principle 
of  Slave-re[vesentation,  which  has  placed  the  political  power 
of  the  South  in  the  hands  of  the  Shveholders,  at  the  conven- 
tion which  is  soon  to  assemble  for  the  revision  of  the  Consti- 
tution. In  Tennessee  and  Missouri,  and  even  in  North  Caro- 
lina, there  have  been  symptoms  of  this  growing  disafiection. 
The  painful  contrast  which  the  Slave  States,  which  border  on 
the  Free,  afibrd  to  their  neighbors  in  wealth,  population  and 
intelligence,  is  beginning  to  be  more  deeply  felt,  and  more 
generally  attributed  to  its  real  origin.  Here  we  perhaps 
discern  the  first  workings  of  an  element,  which  may  ere  long 
be  seen  entering  largely  into  the  solution  of  the  great  problem 
of  practical  Emancipation. 


CASSIUS   tf.    CLAT. 

Among  all  these  hopeful  auguries,  arising  to  us  from  the 
thick  darkness  which  hangs  over  the  Slave  States,  that  afibrd- 
ed  by  the  movement  of  Cassius  M.  Clat,  in  Kentucky,  must 
be  regarded  as  by  fiir  the  most  signal  and  the  most  conspicu- 
ous. For  a  long  time  the  friends  of  Freedom  throughout  the 
country  had  been  watching  with  anxious  curiosity  to  see 
whether  the  course  which  this  gentleman  had  only  begun 
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would  be  persevered  in  and  consistently  carried  out.  The 
boldness  of  bis  denunciatioa  of  the  Slave  system,  and  his  fear- 
less exposure  of  its  evils,  enforced  by  his  emancipation  of  his 
own  hereditary  slaves,  had  attracted  the  attention,  not  only  of 
Abolitionists,  but  of  the  country,  to  his  career.  Its  onward 
progress  lias  certainly  been  no  less  interesting  and  instructive 
than  its  commencement.  In  January  be  issued  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  in  which  he  set  forth  in  eloquent 
and  emphatic  language  the  evils  which  Slavery  had  entailed 
upon  Kentucky,  and  drew  a  glowing  contrast  of  the  difference 
between  her  estate  and  that  of  the  Free  States  around  her. 
He  depicted  the  dependent  condition  of  the  poor  white  popu- 
lation, and  declared  that  experience  had  proved  the  incom- 
patibility of  Slavery  and  popular  education.  He  concluded 
by  earnest  appeals  to  the  people  to  take  instant  measures  to 
procure  the  removal  of  this  curse  from  the  soil. 

Early  in  June  Mr.  Clat  began,  at  Lexington,  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "  True  American,''  a  weekly  paper,  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  Gradual  Emancipation  in  Kentucky.  It  was  charac- 
terized by  the  same  bold  and  energetic  spirit,  which  had 
marked  his  previous  public  action  on  Slavery.  Its  appearance 
excited  a  very  general  attention,  and  it  was  sustained  by  a  large 
subscription  list  in  the  Free  States,  as  well  as  in  Kentucky. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  expected,  however,  that  such  an  enter- 
prise could  be  carried  on,  with  earnestness  and  resolution,  in 
the  heart  of  a  Slave  State,  without  exciting  a  deep  and  bitter 
opposition.  Accordingly,  when  about  ten  numbers  had  ap- 
peared, symptoms  of  impatience  began  to  manifest  themselves, 
which  soon  took  a  palpable  shape.  At  the  time  selected  for 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  upon  his  paper,  Mr.  Clat 
was  suffering  from  a  typhoid  fever,  which  prevented  him  from 
making  any  forcible  resistance,  could  he  have  judged  such 
resistance  feasible  or  prudent,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  A  small  meeting  was  held  on  the  15th  of  August, 
which  appointed  a  committee  to  communicate  to  him  a  reso- 
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lutioD  requesting  him  to  discontinue  the  True  American,  <<  as 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  our  community  and  to  the  safety 
of  our  homes  and  families."  To  this  demand  Mr.  Clat  repliied 
with  a  refusal,  couched  in  burning  words  of  indignation  and 
contempt.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  18tb  of 
August.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Clat  issued  an  address,  ex- 
plaining the  nature  of  his  plan  of  emancipation  (combining 
the  principles  of  gradualism  and  compensation),  and  denying 
that  he  had  ever  used  language  of  a  nature  to  excite  insurrec- 
tion among  the  slaves.  On  the  appointed  day  a  numerous  mul- 
titude assembled,  who,  stimulated  by  an  inflammatory  speech 
from  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  a  personal  enemy  of  Mr.  Clay's, 
(and  encouraged  by  the  presence  and  approving  words  of  ex- 
Governor  Metcalfe,)  resolved  that ''  the  press  should  stop," 
which  they  would  eflect ''  peaceably  if  they  could,  forcibly  if 
they  must."  To  carry  out  this  determination,  a  committee  of 
sixty,  of  which  Mr,  James  B.  Clat,  a  son  of  Henrt  Clat,  (who 
retired  on  the  day  previous  to  that  filed  upon  for  this  outrage  on 
his  kinsman  and  ardent  supporter,  to  partake  of  the  festivitiies 
of  a  neighboring  watering-place),  was  a  personal  member,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  the  press  and'  sending  it 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  This  duty  they  triumphantly 
performed,  and  sent  it,  subject  to  the  order  of  its  owner,  to* 
Cincinnati.  After  this  gallant  exploit  the  committee  reported 
their  success,  and  the  meeting  adjourned,  flushed  with  victory,, 
and  hoping  that  they  had  now  given  its  quietus  to  this  dan- 
gerous agitation. 

But  what  are  the  hopes  of  man !  To  their  astonishment 
they  found  that  they  had  only  given  to  it  a  new  impulse.  A 
strong  sensation  was  created  in  Kentucky,  itself,  and  men  be- 
gan earnestly  to  inquire  what  this  new  thing  was  which  it 
was  so  dangerous  that  they  should  know.  A  public  meeting  was 
immediately  held  in  Cincinnati,  to  take  measures  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  press,  and  to  express  their  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Clat,  and  their  indignation  at  the  injurious  treatment  he  had. 
3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S6 

received.  To  these  expressions  of  regard,  Mr.  Clay  replied 
in  a  letter  which  breathed  a  resolute  and  unbroken  spirit ; 
denied  the  calumnious  assertion  that  he  had  offered  to  discon- 
tinue the  paper,  if  his  property  were  spared ;  and  declared 
that,  '<  as  to  his  press,  his  motto  of  God  and  Liberty  should 
never  be  struck,"  and  that  "  it  was  for  those  who  fight  for  the 
wrong  to  despair  in  defeat."  Public  meetings  were  held  in 
many  other  places  to  express  their  sense  of  this  outrage  on  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  The  effect  of  this  act  of  violence,  there- 
ibre,  was  such  as  all  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  human 
mind,  or  with  the  history  of  reformations,  knew  to  be  inevit- 
able, to  make  the  injured  party  grasp  his  principles  with  a 
Artner  hand,  and  to  give  him  a  yet  wider  field  and  a  Better  op- 
portunity to  disseminate  them. 

It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Clat  fulfilled  the  pledge,  im- 
plied in  his  answer  to  the  Cincinnati  resolutions,  and  in  about 
two  months  after  the  suppression  of  the  True  American,  it 
made  its  twelfth  appearance,  containing  a  long  '<  appeal,"  in 
which  he  put  on  record  the  bistoiy  of  the  base  transactions  of 
the  18th  of  August,  defended  his  own  conduct,  and  showed 
to  the  non-slaveholders  of  Kentucky  that  they  were  virtually 
enslaved.  He  concluded  with  a  hope  that  what  he  bad  suf- 
fered, and  what  he  might  yet  sufier,  would  '<  arouse  in  th^ 
bosom  of  Americans,  an  honorable  shame  and  a  magnanimous 
remorse,  which  would  lead  to  the  peaceful  overthrow  of  the 
slave-despotism  of  this  nation."  These  are  the  concluding 
words  of  this  admirable  paper :  "  To  the  liberty  of  my  coun- 
try and  of  mankind,  then,  I  dedicate  myself,  and  those  whom 
I  hold  most  dear,  — and  for  the  purity  of  my  motives  and  the 
patriotism  of  my  life,  —  the  past  alid  the  future,  —  I  appeal 
to  Kentucky  and  to  the  world !  " 

This  brief  history  is  full  of  instructions.  It  shows  the  false- 
hood of  the  assertion  that  Kentucky  was  ready  for  a  prospec- 
tive manumission  of  her  slaves,  at  the  time  the  cry  of  Imme- 
diate Emancipation  was  raised,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
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Anti-Slavery  agitation  that  measures  were  not  long  ago  com- 
menced for  Gradual  Abolition.  It  gives  the  lie  to  the  asser- 
tion that  it  was  because  the  movement  against  Slavery  was 
commenced  in  th^  Free  States,  that  the  slaveholders  had 
clung  yet  closer  to  the  system,  out  of  their  lofty  scorn  of 
foreign  dictation.  It  contradicts  the  assertion  that  the  angry 
resistance  of  the  slaveholders  to  the  demands  of  Anti-Slavery 
that  they  should  relieve  their  victims,  was  mainly  attributable 
to  its  harsh  language,  and  stem  denunciations.  Here  was  a 
native-born  citizen  of  Kentucky,  a  slaveholder  by  birth  and 
education,  bearing  one  of  the  most  honored  of  her  historical 
names,  no  stranger  and  alien,  —  and  yet  what  was  his  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  his  fellow-citizens,  for  endeavoring  to  do 
them  good  and  not  evil  ?  He  was  no  fanatical  abolitionist, 
he  did  not  denounce  the  Slaveholder  as  a  sinner  because  of 
his  slaveholding,  he  attacked  the  system  rather  than  its  sup- 
porters, he  asked  only  for  Gradual  Emancipation,  and  offered 
the  bribe  of  compensation,  and  were  they  any  the  more  willing 
to  listen  to  his  words  ?  Here  is  sufficient  proof,  had  any  been 
wanting,  that  the  opposition  of  Slaveholders  and  their  abettors,, 
to  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  is  not  because  they  want  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  their  own  chosen  way,  nor  because  the 
delicate  sensitiveness  of  their  honor  shrinks  from  the  inter- 
position of  strangers,  nor  because  their  ears  are  shocked 
by  the  unyielding  testimony  and  plainness  of  speech  of  the 
Abolitionists ;  but  because  they  love  Slavery  for  its  own  sake, 
and  are  resolved  never  to  abandon  it,  as  long  ?s  it  makes  them,^ 
not  merely  the  absolute  masters  of  the  blacks,  but  the  political 
lords  of  the  whites. 

Though  we  dissent  from  the  positions  taken  by  Mr  Clay, 
in  his  warfare  with  Slavery,  and  are  more  than  ever  convin- 
ced by  bis  own  experiences  as  well  as  by  the  pregnant  his- 
tories of  every  succeeding  year,  that  Slavery  is  to  be  attacked 
effectually  only  by  treating  it  as  a  ma^lum  in  se,  and  demai^d- 
ing,  as  in  the  case  of  every  other  crime^  an  imn^ediate  cessa- 
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tion  from  it,  aj3  the  only  true  morality  and  tlie  only  just  expe- 
diency ;  still  we  hold  him  to  deserve  the  highest  honor  for  his 
courageous  and  generous  assertion  of  human  liberty  in  the 
midst  of  trials  and  dangers  that  might  well  daunt  a  less  in- 
trepid spirit.  We  believe  that  a  further  experience  will  con- 
vince him  that  Slavery  is  '^  deceitful  above  all  things  and 
desperately  wicked/'  and  that  one  of  its  most  hateful 
features  is,  the  ruin  which  it  makes  of  the  most  ingenuous 
and  noble  natures ;  that  he  will  perceive  it  to  be  a  crime 
against  God  and  humanity,  by  whomsoever  perpetrated/ 
which  ought  to  be  be  immediately  abandoned ;  and  will  dis- 
cern that  compensation,  if  made  at  all,  is  due  to  the  Slave 
rather  than  to  the  Master.  We  think  it  not  too  much  to 
affirm  that  it  is  the  faithful  and  uncomppmising  testimony 
which  the  Abolitionists  have  borne  to  these  truths,  and  to 
whatever  other  truths  naturally  flow  from  them,  in  the  ears 
of  an  unwilling  generation,  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  which 
has  created  that  public  sentiment  in  the  free  States,  which  is 
now  Mr.  Clay's  chief  moral  support.  And  perhaps  it  is  to 
these  very  hated  testimonies,  and  to  the  agitation  they  have 
excited,  that  Mr.  Clat,  and  his  country,  owe  the  formation 
and  developement  of  his  own  Anti-Slavery  character.  We 
are  confident,  moreover,  that  he  will  see  with  us,  before  our 
common  object  is  attained,  that  it  is  not  to  be  accomplished 
by  any  management  of  political  machinery  of  which  the  Slave- 
holders possess  the  absolute  control  as  long  as  it  exists  in  its 
present  shape ;  but  that  the  deliverance  of  the  Slave,  and 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nominally  free,  can  only  be 
achieved  by  the  abrogation  of  the  existing  National 
Constitution,  and  the  Dissolution  of  the  present  Union 
OF  these  States, — by  the  adoption,  and  consistent  carrying 
out,  of  the  present  Anti-Slavery  watchword  —  "  NO  UNION 
WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS." 

In  the  hope  that  Mr.  Clat  will  yet  see  eye  to  eye  with  us 
on  these  points,  and  that   we  shall  yet  be  found  fighting 
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oboulcbr  to  afa<$uUQr  with  him  iq  ttfs  holy  wavfare,  we  oor* 
4iallj  bid  hka  God  speed  m  the  «gita,^iQn  wbicb  he  has  sa 
nobly  begun  aad  so  fearlessly  carried  focward.  When  we 
din  act  together,  oonsistenlly  wiih  the  honest  difibreace  in  ou? 
optoiona,  we  shall  be  ever  ready  to  tender  to  him  our  cordiai 
aynQ4>athy  and  our  helping  hands.  A  career  opens  before  him 
which  might  well  satisfy  the  highest  aaabition,  as  well  as  tho 
most  earnest  benevplence.  He  has  taken  the  lead  in  a  revor 
bition,  which  oao  never  go  baekwarda,  aAd  which,  wheipk 
conplete,  will  fill  wkh  ita  bkssiAgs  millions  of  homes  and 
hearts,  in  his  native  State,  and  in  the  whole  Southern  ooun*^ 
try,  aad  his  name  will  be  to  tjiem  as  one  of  their  household 
woid9>  to  the  end  of  time,  if  be  be  bat  faithlnl  to  the  trust  ha 
hm  assumed.  Should  he  survive  the  conflict. he  has  invoked^ 
and  endure  iwto  the  end,  he  wiU  be  honored  by  his  beloved 
KentadK.y  as  the  ehiefest  of  her  benefactors,  wA  will  receive 
from  her  hand  a  tribute  of  enduring  gratitude,  such  as  she 
has  never  yet  bestowed  upon  the  worthiest  of  her  sons.  And 
should  il  be  his  (ate  to  fall  at  his  post,  in  the  hot  strife  of  the 
nariy  battle,  be  will  leave  behind  him  an  example  which  will 
stiff  the  hearts  of  hia  successors  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet^ 
••d  be  will  bequeath  to  his  chiklren  a  name  more  precious 
tfian  the  richest  ftAheritam:e ; 

**  One  of  the  few,  the  immortal  n^mes, 
That  were  not  bom  to  die." 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Besides  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in 
the  matter  of  Texas,  which  we  have  already  related,  there 
were  other  proceedings  of  that  body  worthy  of  Anti-Slavery 
remembrance.  After  the  return  of  Mr.  Hoar  from  his  mis- 
sion to  Charleston,  he  made  a  report  of  his  doings'  ^  Governor 
3* 
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Brtggs,  wnich  was  laid  before  the  General  Coart.    It  was 
referred  to  a  Joint  Special  Comn!littee,  of  which  the  Hon. 
Charles  F.  Adams  was  Chairman.     This  Committee   re- 
ported a  Declaration  to  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  '<  in 
the  presence  of  all  Christian  nations,  of  the  civilised  world, 
and  of  an  Omniscient  all-seeing  Deity/'  entering  an  "  earnest 
and  solemn  Protest  against  the  hostile  acts  of  South  Caro- 
lina."    This  State  Paper  was  drawn  up  with  admirable  tem- 
per, skill  and  precision,  setting  forth  the  whole  case,  showing 
the  reasonableness  and  necessity  of  the  acts  of  Massachusetts, 
and  justifying  her  course  by  forcible  statenlents  and  impreg- 
nable arguments.     It  concluded  with  a  solemn  adjuration  to 
the  States  not  to  permit  acts  which  amounted  to  a  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  to  have  no  Constitutional  redress, 
and  an  explicit  statement  that  if  such  acts  were  tolerated, 
and  the  General  Government  continued  to  refuse  redress,  that 
Massachusetts,  and  other  aggrieved  States,  had  no  remedy, 
**  except  by  throwing  herself  back  upon  the  original  inherent 
rights  of  her  citizens  to  defend  themselves."     While  it  de- 
clared that  Massachusetts  would  delay  the  decision  of  what 
her  remedy  should  be  in  such  case,  in  deference  to  her  obli* 
gations  to  the  pacific  States,  still,  if  the  outrages  were  repeat- 
ed, and  no  redress  afforded  her,  '^  retaliation  would  follow," 
and  worse  evils  in  its  train.     Though  she  would  sacrifice 
•much  to  avert  the  downfall  of  the  Union,  she  would  still  do 
lier  duty  to  the  humblest  of  her  citizens ;  and  would  never 
relax  in  her  demand  for  her  rights  as  a  State,  or  '<  in  the  ex- 
ertion of  her  utmost  energies  in  support  of  the  undying  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  liberty  among  men."    This  Protest  was 
adopted  and  sent  to  the  governors  of  all  the  other  States,  with 
a  request  to  lay  it  before  their  Legislatures,  and  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina,  unaccompanied  by  such  a  request. 
This  measure  was  a  dignified  and  proper  proceeding,  as  Mas- 
sachusetts recognised  the  binding  force  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and,  if  followed  up  by  suitable  action. 
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woald  form  a  suitable  Knk  in  the  chain  of  events.  Had  the 
Protest  been  adopted  with  the  same  sincerity  with  which  it 
was  draughted,  and  the  spirit  it  br^thed  been  indeed  the 
breath  of  the  life  of  the  people,  all  would  be  well.  But  all 
seems  to  be  forgotten  already.  Our  colored  seamen  are  still 
shut  up  in  the  gaol  of  Charleston,  our  agents  would  still  be 
punished  by  law  if  they  interfered  in  their  behalf,  and  we 
shall  now  see  whether  Massachusetts,  after  another  year  of 
sufferance,  is  disposed  to  make  it  the  badge  of  all  her  tribe, 
in  all  time  to  come,  or  whether  she  is  disposed  to  redeem  the 
pledge  made  in  her  Protest  to  do  her  duty  to  her  people. 
We  fear  that  her  policy  on  this  and  kindred  subjects  will  be 
marked  by  <<a  wise  and  masteriy  inaetivity.''  But  most 
happy  shall  we  be  to  find  our  forebodings  contradicted  by  the 
result. 

An  order  was  also  adopted,  declaring  that  Massachusetts 
demands,  and  will  continue  to  demand,  that  the  General 
Government  make  such  change  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fed- 
eral Courts,  or  such  provisions  by  law,  as  will  enable  any  cit- 
izen debarred  of  his  lit>erty,  on  account  of  his  color,  to  have 
a  remedy  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  requesting 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  to  lose  no  opportunity  of 
urging  this  subject  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress.  We 
have  not  learned  that  any  such  opportunity  has,  as  yet,  been 
found  or  improved. 

Subsequently  to  the  action  of  the  last  Congress,  relative  to 
the  Annexation  of  Texas,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Middlesex,  pre- 
sented an  order  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  should  prepare 
a  bill  declaring  that  any  slave  escaping  from  Texas  to  Massa- 
chusetts should  be  protected  in  his  rights,  and  making  it  a 
penal  offence  to  molest  or  attempt  to  recapture  him ;  on  the 
ground  that  Massachusetts  does  not  recognize  Texas  as  one 
of  the  United  States,  nor  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Committee  reported  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  l^riate  on  the  flubject     Mr.  Wilson  moved  the  re- 
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committal  of  the  order  with  iostructiocMs  tp  report  a  bill,  apd 
urged  the  measure  in  a  speech  of  much  eorqe^tp^  and  abil« 
ity.  But  the  Senate  refused  to  recomHAit  bjr  a  iaiige  majority. 
This  refusal  to  perform  an  act,  perfectly  reasonable  aod  '}i}Sii^ 
table  in  the  position  MasKtchusetts  had  assum^d,^  gives  but 
too  much  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  brave  words  uttered 
by  her  on  this  subject,  and  others  aflfe^tiog  her  rights^  ^ci 
btut  so  much  empty  sound  signifying  notbiogn 

The  right  of  the  colored  inhabitants  pf  the  State  to  qqual 
advantages  of  instruction  with  the  whites  also  cai^e  b^orft 
the  last  General  Court.  The  School  Copu^ittees,  Ui  the  ex«- 
ereise  of  their  sovereign  power,  have  seen  fit  iq  oertaio  tpwqs 
either  to  establish  separate  schools  for  oolotrcd  children,  and 
to  require  them  to  attend  those  schools  or  none,  or  ^Ise  hav« 
made  such  local  regulations  as  amounted  in  effect  to  the  aama 
separation  on  account  of  complexion*  It  is  believed  that  the 
Supreme  Court  would  decide  that  th^  laws  of  the  Stat9  coo^ 
template  no  distinction  between  its  citizens,  foumled  oa 
color ;  but  there  was  no  way  in  which  the  point  could  be  brought 
before  them  for  adjudication*  Accordingly  a  biH  was  curried 
through,  though  not  without  opposition,  giviqg  to  any  child 
deprived  of  the  equal  advantages  of  the  public  schools,  in  aay 
town,  a  right  of  action  by  his  next  friend,  agajuast  the  town* 
The  success  of  this  measure  was  largely  owing  to  the  v&utiriug 
exertions  of  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Gardner,  of  Nantucket,  who 
devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  carrying  it  through  the 
General  Court  with  praiseworthy  zeal  apd  perseverance.  We 
are  not  aware  that  any  action  has  yet  been  brougt^t  under  its 
provisions,  but  we  cannot  doubt  what  the  decision  of  the  Su** 
preme  Court  would  be,  if  the  question  be  presented  to  theoa* 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  an  attempt  was  made  last 
Summer  in  Boston  to  destroy  this  source  of  prejudice.  A 
Petition  was  presented  to  the  School  Committee,  frpm  col* 
ored  citizens,  praying  that  <<  separate  schools  for  colored  cbil** 
dren  be  abolislied  —  and  the  said  children  permitted  to  attend 
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the  schools  in  their  several  districts."  This  question  excited 
a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  the  community,  as  well  as  in 
the  Committee.  It  came  up  for  final  determination  in  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  Committee,  June  the  19th,  when,  after  the 
rights  of  the  colored  people  had  been  maintained  with  much 
spirit  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Patton  and  Stedman,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Wright,  Dr.  C.  A.  Phelps  and  Dr.  Bowditch,  the  Com- 
mittee decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners,  by  a  vote  of  piftt-fiye  to  twelve.  It  is  but 
justice  to  say  that  the  honor  of  this  attempt  to  remove  this 
cause  and  effect  of  prejudice  from  this  city,  is  mainly  due  to 
Dr.  Henrt  I.  Bowditch,  whose  zeal  and  industry  in  the 
cause  were  untiring.  The  chief  opposer  of  the  change  was 
Mr.  John  C.  Park-,  who  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  a  short 
time  before,  had  given  his  weight  against  the  passage  of  the 
law  just  described,  in  its  most  effective  form,  and  who  has 
always  distinguished  himself,  on  all  fitting  occasions,  as  the 
organ  of  the  pro-slavery  spirit,  and  the  hatred  of  color,  which 
yet  lingers  in  the  community. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

During  the  past  year  this  State,  which  has  been  loi^ 
looked  upon  as  the  stronghold  of  Southern  principles  in 
Northern  latitudes,  has  been  visited  by  a  wholesome  agita^ 
tion,  coming  from  a  quarter  whence  it  was  least  expected. 
When  the  question  of  Annexation  was  agitating  the  public 
mind,  the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  New  Hampshire,  then  a  candidate  for  re-election,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  his  constituents,  in  which  fie  gave  his  rea- 
sons for  departing  from  the  policy  of  his  party,  on  this  point, 
and  opposing  the  Annexation  of  Texas  into  the  Union.  His 
letter  contained  a  conclusive  and  well-reasoned  argument  on 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  measure,  fortified  by  quotations 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


94 

fvoiB  the  formerly  expressed  opinions  ol  the  oracles  of  Dem* 
ocracy ;  but  it  placed  the  main  objection  against  the  act  on 
the  uaipregnable  ground  of  its  necessary  and  avowed  ten-* 
dency  to  extend  and  perpetuate  Slavery,  This  letter  pro- 
placed  a  strong  excitement  throughout  New  Hampshire  and 
the  cot^ntry.  Mn  Hale  was  at  once  denounced  as  a  recre- 
ant Democrat  by  the  leaders  of  the  Party,  and  every  descrip^ 
ti^n  of  abuse  heaped  upon  bis  head.  A  new  ConventioD 
was  called,  and  another  candidate  ^elect^^  ^  bis  stead. 
But  though  the  leading  influences  of  tlie  party  were  thus 
vaady  to  sacrifice  him  for  his  fidelity  to  liberty,  there  was  a 
large  portion  of  the  masses  who  refused  to  obey  their  dictation. 
Mr.  Hals  has  addressed  large  popular  meetings  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  and  has  thus  been  the  meajif  of  dissemina- 
ting knowledge  on  the  subject  of  Texas  and  Slavery,  whicb 
was  sedulously  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  the  people  by  the 
self-constituted  keepers  of  their  consciences.  Several  eleo^ 
tions  have  been  held  without  success ;  and,  from  present  ap^. 
pearances,  it  seems  very  doubtful  whether  a  majority  of  th^ 
people  can  be  dragooned  or  coaxed  into  appointing  as  their 
Representative  the  nominee  of  Slavery.  Had  the  Whigs  of 
New  Hampshire  been  willing  to  drop  their  minor  differences 
of  opinion,  and  to  unite  with  the  better  part  of  the  Democ- 
racy in  a  common  testimony  to  the  great  prindples  whicb 
were  the  true  issue  of  the  contest,  Mr*  Hale  would  have  been 
triumphantly  elected,  the  pseudo  Democracy  would  have  beep 
rebuked,  and  perhaps  a  revolution  effected  in  the  politics  of 
the  State  which  would  have  delivered  it  from  its  disgraceful 
vassalage  to  the  Slave  Power.  But,  even  as  it  is,  incalculable 
good  has  unquestionably  been  done  by  this  breach  in  the  9olic( 
columns  of  the  pro-slavery  Democracy  of  JJew  Hampshire, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  ever  again  foe  able  to  pj^sent 
an  unbroken  fronts  as  of  old,  by  the  side  of  its  ^'  natural  ally*" 
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NEW  YORK. 

An  interesting  question  is  now  attracting  public  attention 
ki  the  State  of  New  York.  By  the  existing  Constitution,  the 
right  of  suffrage  is  confined  to  whites,  and  to  colored  persons 
possessing  a  certain  property  qualification.  A  Convention 
being  proposed  for  the  aoiendment  of  the  Constitution,  it  was 
soon  suggested  that  this  was  a  provision  loudly  calling  for 
attention.  The  Democratic  party  were,  or  pretended  to  be, 
so  much  in  fear  of  this  threatened  pollution  of  the  right  of 
sufirage,  by  accepting  a  ballot  from  a  black  as  well  as  from  a 
white  hand,  that  some  of  their  presses  urged  the  people  to 
vote  against  the  calling  of  the  Convention,  lest  it  might  be 
incurred.  The  Convention,  however,  has  been  called.  Th« 
elections  of  delegates  will,  doubtless,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, turn  upon  this  point.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will 
be  enough  found  in  the  ranks  of  both  parties  who  really  feel 
the  love  of  human  rights  they  both  equally  profess,  and  of 
Abolitionists  who  stand  aloof  from  either  party,  to  turn  the 
scale,  and  to  expunge  this  disgraceful  monument  of  a  vanished 
Slavery  from  the  archives  of  the  Empire  State. 


ENGLAND. 

The  attention  of  the  English  nation,  both  politicians  and 
people,  has  been  anxiously  directed  towards  this  country, 
during  the  past  year,  watching  the  course  of  our  public  policy 
with  a  curious  eye.  The  contempt  which  our  Slavery,  Lynch 
Law,  Annexation  and  Repudiation  had  brought  upon  our 
national  character,  has  not  been  diminished  by  the  vaporing 
spirit  and  bullying  tone  which  our  rulers  have  seen  fit  to  in- 
dulge on  the  subject  of  Oregon.     This  question  is  yet  unset- 
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tied,  and  England  is  making  silent  preparations  to  vindicate 
what  she  conceives  to  be  her  rights  by  the  sword,  in  the  last 
resort.  It  is  not  at  all  probable,  however,  that  she  will  be 
comp)elled  to  this  ultimate  a^ment.  The  Slave-holders  are 
now  supreme  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  by  an  ac- 
tual numerical  majority,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will 
lay  waste  their  cotton  plantations,  and  invite  by  their  weak- 
ness and  hostile  domestic  population  the  invasion  of  an  eman- 
cipating army,  for  the  sake  of  giving  free  territory  to  the 
North.  A  war  with  England  they  fear  too  truly  would  be  a 
lever  of  Emancipation.  And  the  risk  of  such  a  war  we  do 
not  think  they  would  incur,  unless  it  were  for  territory  fitted 
to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  Slavery.  The  promise  of  the  whole 
of  Oregon  was  extended  to  the  West  to  bribe  her  to  consent 
to  their  acquisition  of  Texas ;  that  being  now  secured,  Eng- 
land win  be  propitiated  to  ensure  their  quiet  enjoyment  of 
their  prey. 

The  hostility  to  n^o  slavery,  which  is  now  become  an  in- 
ternal element  of  the  British  character,  has  manifested  itself 
on  frequent  occasions.  The  Message  of  President  Ttleb  to 
the  Senate  on  the  African  Slave  Trade,  in  which  he  spoke 
of  the  condition  of  the  Africans  liberated  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, in  the  West  India  Islands,  as  no  better  than  that  of 
slaves,  was  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Mr.  Aldane,  member  for  Leeds,  called  the  attention 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  the  Message  in  a  spirit  of  just  in- 
dignation. The  prime  minister  stated  the  exact  state  of  the 
case,  that  the  liberated  Africans  were  absolutely  their  own 
masters,  as  soon  as  they  touched  the  British  dominions,  and 
expressed  his  surprise  that  the  President  should  have  made  so 
gross  a  mistatement,  without  inquiry  into  the  facts. 

In  a  speech  on  the  Sugar  Question,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Babington  Macaulat  took  occasion  to  expose  and  denounce 
the  horrors  and  enormities  of  American  Slavery  and  of  the 
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bteroal  Slave  Trade^  with  a  aeverity  and  doqaence  worthy  of 
bis  own  fame  and  of  the  great  Anti*-Slavery  name  he  bears. 
His  political  and  literary  celebrity  secured  to  it  an  exteBsi^e 
perusal  in  the  United  States,  and  its  influence  and  beneficent 
effect  extended  over  a  much  wider  field  than  he  probably 
dreamed  of,  at  the  time  he  uttered  it.  The  aydience  of  a 
British  Senator  is  not  limited  I7  the  walb  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  — it  is  co-extensive  with  the  nations  which  speak 
ibd  English  tongue ;  and  the  blessing  or  the  rebuke  of  bis 
burning  words,  though  spoken  on  the  Thames,  resound  to 
tbe  ears  of  the  dwellers  by  the  Ganges  and  the  Mississippi. 

A  complimentary  correspondence  having  taken  place  be** 
tween  the  council  of  the  Anti-Com-Law  League  and  Mn  Mc- 
DuFFtE  and  Mr.  Cjllhoun,  in  which  these  champions  of  Sla« 
very  were  recognized  as  distinguished  friends  of  free  trade, 
gave  rise  to  action  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  trans- Atlanti<( 
friends  honorable  to  their  clearness  of  vision  and  singleness  of 
heart  Mr.  Edward  S.  Abdt,  who  is  honorably  known  to* 
Abolitionists  as  o^e  of  tbe  few  English  travellers  in  this  coun^ 
try  who  maintained  their  Anti-Slavery  int^rity,  and  whcr  is 
one  of  our  warmest  friends  and  most  useful  correspondents, 
withdrew  from  the  League,  on  this^ccount,  and  assigned  his 
reasons  in  a  well-argued  letter,  in  which  he  showed  Sha  in- 
consistency of  recognizing  <^  soul-drivers  and  negro-jobbers  "-— 
*^  the  enemies  of  personal  liberty  as  the  friends  of  commercial 
liberty."  Our  faithful  and  untiring  friend  James  Hauohton, 
of  Dublin,  addressed  letters  of  expostulation  to  the  editor  of 
^'  The  League/'  and  to  Messrs.  Cobden  and  Bright,  the  Free 
Trade  champions  in  Parliament,  expressing  his  pain  at  seeing 
the  complimentary  communications  of  the  Council  with  <<  two 
men,  whose  names  stand  foremost  among  the  oppressors  of 
their  race."  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  <'  The  League,"  tbe 
Anti-Corn-Law  organ,  refused  to  publish  these  letters  of  Mr. 
Abdy  and  Mr.  Hauohton,  thus  afibrding  the  strongest  ac- 
knowledgment that  they  were  unanswerable.  It  ia  believed 
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that  multitudes  besides  sympathized  in  these  regrets,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  of  the  League  will  learn  that 
the  Free  Trade  of  Slaveholders  is  synonymous  with  monopoly 
in  human  flesh. 

During  the  last  year,  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  has  lost  one 
of  its  most  earnest  and  faithful  friends  by  the  death  of  Sir 
Thomas  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart.,  the  chosen  successor  of  Wil- 
berforce,  for  many  years  the  Anti-Slavery  leader  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  was  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  procure  the 
abolition  of  West  India  Slavery,  and  it  was  in  a  great  meas- 
ure owing  to  his  exertions  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Anti-Slavery  spirit  of  the  people,  that  it 
was  finally  effected.  The  mistake  of  his  Anti-Slavery  career 
was,  his  consenting  to  the  apprenticeship  system,  insisted  upon 
by  the  Ministry  as  an  additional  compensation  to  the  mas- 
ters. This  mistake  we  believe  no  one  saw  more  clearly, 
or  regretted  more  deeply,  than  himself.  His  name  will  be  in- 
separably connected  with  those  of  Wilberforce,  Sharp, 
Macaulat  and  other  friends  of  the  African  race. 

The  venerable  Clarkson,  in  the  serene  and  beautiful  even- 
ing of  bis  illustrious  life,  renews  to  us  from  year  to  year  his 
words  of  sympathy  and  of  counsel.  Though  bending  beneath 
the  weight  of  nearly  ninety  winters,  his  heart  still  glows  with 
the  ardor  of  youth  in  the  great  cause  of  human  liberty.  Not 
content  with  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  own  conflict 
with  Slavery,  in  his  native  land,  he  is  eager  to  give  to  us  the 
countenance  of  his  great  name  and  the  wisdom  of  his  long 
experience,  in  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  plunged.  His 
appeals  to  the  American  people  in  behalf  of  their  slaves  have 
produced  a  wide  and  deep  impression,  and  have  summoned 
into  the  field,  within  the  last  year,  the  latest,  and  ablest,  cham- 
pion of  Slavery,  in  the  person  of  Governor  Habimond  of  South 
Carolina.  He  understands  the  philosophy  and  the  history  of 
our  movement,  and  renders  justice  to  him  who  began  it.  '*  Our 
great  cause,"  says  the  Patriarch  of  Anti-Slavery,  speaking  of 
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William  Llcao  Garrison^  "  our  great  cause  is  deeply  indebt- 
ed to  him,  for  there  was  a  time  when  it  slept,  and  could  not  have 
been  recovered,  unless  he  had  kept  the  flame  alive."  It  is  to 
him,  too,  that  we  owe  the  knowledge  of  the  Anti-Slavery  tes- 
timony of  Lafatstte,  in  his  latter  days  —  ''I  would  never 

HAVE  DRAWN  MV  SWORD  IN  THE  CAUSE  OF  AmERICA,  IF  I  COULD 
HAVE  CONCEIVED  THAT  THEREBY  I  WAS  FOUNDING    A   LAND    OF 

Slavery  ! "  In  an  old  age,  which  has  survived  the  detrac- 
tions and  enmities  of  his  crowded  prime,  he  enjoys  the  pure 
triumphs  of  his  beneficent  victories,  amid  the  unanimous  ven- 
eration of  the  age.  May  it  yet  be  long  ere  death  shall  set  his 
seal  upon  his  fame,  and  summon  him  from  the  scenes  of  his 
toils  and  of  his  glory ! 

We  have  received  from  our  Anti-Slavery  friend^  in  £ngland 
fresh  assurances  and  proofs  of  their  continued  sympathy  with 
us  and  those  whose  rights  we  maintain.  Contributions,  valu- 
able for  their  intrinsic  worth,  but  more  valuable  for  the  spirit  of 
which  they  were  the  signs,  enriched  the  tables  of  the  Annual 
Bazaar,  from  friends  in  London,  Bristol,  Darlington,  Birming- 
ham, and  many  other  places.  We  hope  to  deserve  a  contin- 
uance of  their  friendship  and  confidence  by  our  fidelity  in  the 
great  cause  which  is  our  bond  of  union. 


SCOTLAND. 

In  Scotland  the  agitation  which  was  excited  by  the  course  of 
the  delegates  of  the  Free  Church  to  the  United  States,  in  re- 
ceiving the  money  of  Slavdiolders  for  their  pious  uses,  has  by 
no  means  subsided.  The  demand  still  continues  to  be  heard 
for  the  return  of  the  price  of  blood.  We  entered  fully  into 
this  question  in  our  last  report,  and  have  not  time  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  past  year's  labor  in  this  behalf.  .Thex^onsistent 
Abolitionists  of  Scotland  have  had  the  assistance  of  our  be- 
loved friend  Henry  C.  Wriqht,  whose  experience  in  the 
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warfare  with  Slavery  at  home,  makes  htm  an  invakaUe  aui^ 
ilbry  in  such  a  battle.  He  has  been  inddmtigable  in  hi» 
labors  and  has  been  rewarded  with  the  hatred  of  hisantagon-- 
ists  and  the  confident  and  approbation  of  his  coadjutors. 
He  published  in  the  Obsgow  Argus  a  series  of  letters  on  ^^  the 
Dissokition  of  the  American  Union  demanded  by  Justice  and 
Humanity,  as  the  incurable  enemy  of  liberty ; "  in  which  h& 
established  his  position  by  the  most  inrefragabie  proofs.  He  also^ 
addressed  <^  a  letter  to  the  Her.  Drs.  Chalmbbs,  Candlish  and 
CimwiNGHAM,  on  Christian  fellowship  with  Slaveholders ; "  ia 
which  he  exposed  the  absurdity  and  wickedness  of  the  attempt 
of  those  ministers  to  cover  n^  and  palliate  the  sin  of  Slave* 
holding,  in  the  clearest  and  most  emphatic  manner.  Another 
letter  « to  the  members  of  the  Free  Church,"  briefly  bot  strin- 
gently urged  upon  them  the  duty  of  sending  back  the  money 
obtained  of  Slaveholders.  These  letters  have  since  been  pub- 
Kshed  ^lectively,  and  we  trust  will  receive  the  circulation 
and  attention  which  they  deserve.  We  apprehend  that  the 
Seceding  Kiilt  will  find  a  correct  attitude  on  this  subject  to 
be  essential  to  a  Church  that  depends  for  its  existence  on  the 
voluntary  reject  and  free-will  offerings  of  the  people. 

The  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  dOth  (rf 
April,  passed  unanimously  a  series  of  resolutions  in  reference 
to  American  Slavery  and  Church-fellowship  with  Slavehold- 
ers, which  were  of  the  most  thorough  and  uncompromising 
character.  They  covered  the  whole  ground,  and  might  serve 
as  a  model  for  consistent  Church  action  upon  Slavery. 

The  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society  have  continued  their 
zealous  and  useful  labors,  without  cessation  or  weariness* 
Wherever  there  has  been  a  testimony  needed,  their  vigilant 
eyes  have  marked  the  necessity,  and  their  fiiithfui  voices  have 
uplifted  it  before  the  world.  It  would  be  impossible  for  us  ta 
enumerate  the  occasions  on  which  they  have  uttered  the  need- 
ful word,  at  the  moment  it  was  wanted.  Among  their  other 
good  works  they  have  published  an  address  <<  on  the  Amer^ 
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ftcan  Board  of  Foreign  MissioDSi  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers 
on  Christian-felbwflhip  with  Slaveholders^  to  Christians  of  all 
denofloinationsy  but  espeeially  to  the  Free  Charch."  The 
topics  of  this  address  ma/  be  inferred  from  its  title,  bat  it 
should  be  read  to  do  justice  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
handled.  They  have  also  prepared  a  Memorial  and  Remon- 
strance, to  the  Office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Protestant 
Chnrches  in  America,  ezpi:essing  their  sense  of  the  sin  of 
Slavery,  of  the  duty  of  refusing  Church-fellowship  to  those  who 
practice  or  t<^nite  it,  and  their  sympathy  with  those  Churches 
that  had  withdmwn  such  fellowship.  This  memorial  they 
took  means  to  have  extensively  signed  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing transmitted  to  this  country.  It  is  a  just  source  of  satisfac- 
tion and  encouragement  to  know  that  we  have  the  approbation 
and  assistance  rof  such  spirits  in  our  difficult  conffict  with 
Slavery. 

To  the  women  of  Scotland,  particularly  those  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glai^w,  we  again  offer  our  cordial  thanks,  in  the  Slave's 
behalf,  for  the  labor  of  their  hands  freely  given  for  his  sake. 
The  Anti-Slavery  Bazaar  was  indebted  to  them  for  many  of  its 
choicest  treasures,  possessing  a  value  not  to  be  estimated  in 
money,  as  the  proofs  of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  them 
that  have  no  helper.  They  neither  need,  nor  ask  for,  the  re- 
ward of  our  thanks,  for  what  was  but  a  relief  to  their  own 
hearts  and  consciences.  But  we  can  assure  them  that  the 
unselfish  motives  of  their  labor  are  fully  appreciated  by  us, 
and  that  its  fruits  shall  be  applied,  with  the  most  conscientious 
fidelity,  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  bestowed,  —  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  common  cause. 


IRELAND. 

The  Abolitionists,  and  the  people  of  Ireland,  have  given  us, 
during  the  past  year,  renewed  and  increased  proofs  of  their 
4* 
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sympathy  with  us  and  their  abhorrence  of  Shvery.  Their 
words  of  protest  and  remonstrance  have  been  uttered  again^ 
its  abominations,  in  public  and  private.  On  the  4th  of  Angtisi, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Repeal  Association,  Mr.  Johw  O'Cok- 
NELL,  M.  P.,  eldest  son  of  the  Liberator,  vindicated  his  hered- 
itary hatred  of  oppression,  by  an  eloquent  and  fervid  denun- 
ciation of  Slavery,  worthy  of  the  son  of  O'Connell.  It  called 
forth  a  defender  of  the  Slaveholders  in  a  Mr.  Scott,  one  of 
the  exceptions,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  which  form  the  general  rule 
^of  Irish  Abolitionism,  who  underto<A  to  censure  Mr.  O'Con* 
K£LL  for  introducing  the  subject  on  that  platform,  and  thus 
obstructing  the  free  course  of  Slaveholders'  funds  into  the 
treasury.  This  gave  Mr.  O'Conhell  a  fresh  occasion  to  re^ 
peat  and  enforce  his  positions  in  a  yet  more  indignant  strain 
of  eloquence,  which  appears  to  have  carried  his  audience  en^ 
thusiastically  along  with  him.  This  speech  was  extensively 
^read  in  this  country,  and  encouraged  the  hearts  of  the  foes^ 
-while  it  enraged  those  of  the  friends,  of  the  infernal  slave  sys* 
tern. 

We  have  been  in  frequent  and  profitable  communlcatioD 
with  our  Anti-Slavery  Irish  friends,  whose  assistance  and  sym* 
pathies  are  ever  seeking  new  forms  of  expression  and  fresh 
channels  of  communication.  Their  enhrged  philanthropy 
and  iar-reaching  philosophy  teach  them  the  folly,  as  well  as 
the  narrowness,  of  the  doctrine  that  would  limit  their  sympathy 
and  their  efforts  to  the  wrongs  and  the  redemption  of  their 
own  oppressed  countrymen.  They  scorn  end  repudiate  the 
base  and  servile  spirit  that  pronounces  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  peasant,  or  the  English  laborer,  to  be  equally  degraded 
with  that  of  the  American  Slave.  They  see  plainly  that  the 
gulf  which  separates  their  Sovereign  from  the  meanest  of  her 
subjects,  is  not  so  vast  or  so  impassable,  as  the  abyss  which 
is  fixed  between  that  humble  fireman  and  the  most  favored 
of  the  American  bondmen.  They  know  that  the  most  abject 
beggar  in  Ireland,  the  most  wretched  of  the  starving  open^es 
^of  England,  would  spurn  as  an  insult  a  proposition  to  exchange 
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his  condition  for  that  of  the  "  fittest  and  sleekest "  of  the 
slaves  of  Henrt  Clat.  They  perceive  that  the  existence  of 
American  Slavery  is  the  chief  obttmetion  to  the  progress  of 
liberal  principles  and  of  wise  reformation  throughout  the 
worM;  and  that  they  cannot  expend  their  energies  better, 
even  on  the  attainment  of  their  domestic  ends,  than  to  put 
tiMm  forth  for  the  destruction  of  an  institution,  in  a  bragging 
Republic,  which  artrengthens  the  hands  and  encmirBgeB  the 
heart  of  tyranny  erery  wiiere.  They  feel  that  it  is  vain  to  ec- 
pect  the  deliverance  of  the  Irish,  or  of  the  EogliiBli,  laborer 
^eoetk  his  distress  and  debarment,  so  long  as  the  laborers  of 
half  the  model  RepubMo  are  ranked  with  household  stuff  and 
beasts  of  burden,  by  the  democratic  despots  of  America. 
Therefore,  they  are  sure  that  it  is  no  fanatical  foHy,  but  the 
wisest  forecast,  as  well  as  the  most  enfighteoed  huma^y, 
which  leads  them  to  extend  their  helping  hands  to  the  Ametv 
lean  Slave.  These,  we  apprehend  to  be  the  just  and  liberal 
views  to  which  we  owe  the  steady  and  intelligent  assistance 
of  the  true-hearted  Abolitionists,  not  of  Ireland  only,  but  of 
tfie  British  Empire. 

The.  seal  of  the  Aati-Slavery  men  and  women  of  Irelasd, 
«  well  as  those  of  England  and  Scotland,  was  made  manifest 
this  year  by  their  works  in  the  shape  of  hrger  and  more  valu- 
able contributions  to  the  Massachusetts  Bazaar,  than  even 
tikey  had  ever  before  bestowed  upon  it  The  elegant  industry 
of  the  women  of  Dublin^  Cork,  Limerick,  and  other  pla- 
ces, adorned  its  tables  with  0mny  of  their  chiefest  orna<- 
ments,  and  largely  contributed  to  the  brilliant  result  of  the 
Bazaar.  In  the  name  of  Uie  three  milhons  of  American 
Slaves  whom  we  serve,  we  thank  them  for  these  tokens^ 
their  remembrance  of  Ibem  and  confidence  in  us.  In  return 
for  their  still  inereasmg  munificence  we  can  only  promise  to  be 
foithful  stewards  of  tfaenr  bounty,  and  to  endeavor  with  our 
best  judgment,  to  einploy  it  for  the  speedier  downfid  of  Amer- 
lean  Sktvery. 
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FRBDERIC  DOUGLASS. 


Our  Irish  friends  have  had  the  pleasure  and  the  advantage 
of  the  assistance  of  our  eloquent  and  fiuthful  friend  Frederic 
Douglass,  during  part  of  the  Summer  and  Autumn.  He  was 
received  with  the  proverbial  hospitality  of  Ireland,  and  wel- 
comed in  the  threefold  character  of  a  Stranger,  an  Abolition- 
ist and  a  Slave.  Wherever  he  has  been,  he  has  met  with  the 
most  cordial  of  receptions  from  all  classes,  who  seem  to  have 
rejoiced  in  the  opportunity  to  rebuke  the  American  spirit  of 
aute  by  their  attentions  to  this  representative  of  the  colored 
man  and  the  Slave.  He  has  been  everywhere  an  object  of 
public  and  private  hospitality ;  his  public  meetings  have  been 
thronged  by  enthusiastic  audiences ;  and  his  influence  on  the 
Anti-Slavery  feeling  of  Ireland  is  believed  to  have  been  most 
beneficial. 

Mr.  Douglass,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  Spring,  pub- 
lished the  history  of  his  life,  containing  his  own  personal 
narrative  of  Slavery.  This  little  book  taught  by  examples  the 
cruel  workings  of  the  system  of  Slavery,  in  a  region  where  its 
burden  is  comparatively  light,  and  the  plainness  of  the  narra- 
tion and, the  simplicity  of  the  style  made  it  attractive  to  all 
clashes  of  readers.  A  numerous  impression  was  disposed  of 
previous  to  Mr.  Douglass's  departure,  and  it  was,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  a  very  helpful  addition  to  our  Anti-Slavery 
literature. 

Mr.  Douglass  sailed  for  England  in  the  steam-packet  of 
the  middle  of  August.  As  he  approached  the  shores  of  England 
he  helped  to  give  a  new  proof  that  men  do  not  change  their 
hearts  by  changing  their  climate.  He  was  invited  by  Captain 
JuDKiNs,  at  the  request  of  many  passengers,  to  deliver  an 
Anti-Slavery  address.  The  fidelity  and  force  with  which  he 
portrayed  the  nature  of  Slavery,  illustrated  by  quotations  from 
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the  Slave  laws,  excited  the  rage  of  Slaveholders,  and  their 
Northern  abettors,  and  the  deck  of  Her  Majesty's  mail^cket 
was  made  the  scene  of  an  American  mob.  Violence  was 
threatened,  if  not  attempted,  but  was  promptly  put  down  by 
the  vigorous  interposition  of  Captain  Jxtdkins.  The  con- 
duct of  this  gentleman  was  such  as  might  have  been  ex«- 
pected  from  a  British  officer,  when  his  authority  wacT  defied 
on  the  deck  of  his  own  ship.  He  soon  gave  the  rioters  to 
understand  distinctly  that  they  were  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  Lynch  Law,  and  out  of  the  regions  where  the  pistol  and 
bowie-knife  are  supreme.  Though  the  firmness  of  Captaia 
JuDKiNs  prevented  any  actual  bodily  harm  being  offered  to 
Mr.  Douglass,  still  the  uproar  was  such  that  his  address  was 
drowned  and  shortened  by  it.  The  conduct  of  Captain  Ju»- 
KINS  in  maintaining  the  right  of  Mr.  Douglass  to  speak  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery,  in  spite  of  the  ill-manners  and  ruffianly 
behavior  of  his  countrymen,  deserved  high  honor,  and  re- 
ceived the  universal  approbation  of  the  British  public.  That 
it  drew  down  upon  his  head  the  vituperation  of  the  scurrile 
pro-Slavery  press  of  this  country,  he  will  only  esteem  as  an 
additional  proof  of  merit. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  accompanied  by  our  long-tried  and  ex- 
eeBeot  friend  and  colleagne,  James  N.  Buvfum,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  this  Society.  This  gentleman  has  shared 
in  the  hospitable  attentions  shown  to  Mr.  Douglass,  and  hai 
done  our  cause  good  service  by  his  private  intercourse  with 
our  ft'iends,  and  by  his  public  addresses.  These  gentlemen 
intend  visiting  Engkmd  and  Scotland,  before  they  retum  to 
us  a^in,  and,  ill  as  we  can  spare  their  services  at  home,  we 
cannot  doubt  that  their  visit  to  the  British  Islands  will  be  at- 
tended by  perman^t  benefits  to  the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise, 
by  the  formation  of  new  links,  and  the  strengthening  of  those 
already  formed,  that  connect  us  with  the  friends  of  freedom 
in  the  mother  country. 

At  the  same  time  with  Mr.  BuFruM  and  Mr.  Douglass, 
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tlie  Hutchinson  Family,  who  have  so  often  increased  the  in- 
terest of  our  public  meetings  by  their  songs  of  freedom, 
crossed  the  ocean  on  a  professional  visit  to  England.  Their 
Anti-Slavery  melodies  must  help  to  keep  alive  the  remem- 
brance of  the  American  Slave  in  the  British  mind,  and  to  en- 
force his  claims  by  this  high  kind  of  eloquence.  We  cor- 
dially wish  them  all  success,  and  a  speedy  return  to  their 
former  field  of  Anti-Slavery  action. 


ANNUAL    MEETING   OP    THE    AMEKICAN   ANTI-SLAVBRT    SOCIBTT. 

The  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  held  its  Eleventh  An- 
niversary in  the  Tabernacle,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the 
8th  of  May.  It  was  very  numerously  attended  and  was  ad- 
dressed with  great  effect  by  Mr.  Garrison,  the  President  of 
the  Society,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Sanderson,  Miss  Hitchcock, 
Mr.  Bell,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Grew  and  Mr.  Douglass.  The 
speeches  were  of  the  highest  order  of  talent,  and  fitly  uttered 
the  vital  principle  of  the  Society,  "  NO  UNION,  POLITI- 
CAL OR  ECCLESIASTICAL,  WITH  SLAVEHOLD- 
ERS." 

The  business  meetings  were  held  immediately  after  the  An- 
niversary, and  lasted,  in  all,  three  days.  It  was  a  meeting  of 
singular  unanimity.  There  seemed  to  be  no  vexed  question 
to  divide  the  opinions  of  the  members.  The  grave  points  as 
to  what  course  duty  to  the  Slave  required  of  Abolitionists, 
towards  the  Church  and  towards  the  State,  which  had  excited 
such  warm  discussions  in  times  past,  were  all  now  settled  in 
the  general  Anti-Slavery  mind.  At  last,  the  Abolitionists  of 
the  country  were  brought  into  line  against  the  hosts  of  Slav- 
ery, with  no  material  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  method 
or  the  tactics  of  their  warfare.  But  though  those  present  were 
generally  of  one  mind  in  all  important  points,  still  there  was 
no  lack  of  animation  and  interest  in  the  discussions.     The 
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whole  ground  of  Anti-Slavery  duty  in  the  Church  and  in  the 
world  was  reviewed,  and  the  impregnable  strength  of  the  po- 
sition of  the  Society  demonstrated.  It  was  a  meeting  from 
which  all  retired  comforted  and  encouraged. 

It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Jack* 
SON,  was  able  to  state  to  the  Society,  that,  for  the  first  time 
for  many  year^,  if  not  since  its  formation,  it  was  out  of  debt. 
The  rigid  economy  enforced  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
aided  by  the  large  amount  of  labor  performed  without  compen- 
sation, had  enabled  them  to  discharge  all  the  former  debts  of 
the  Society  and  to  conduct  its  business  entirely  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  cash  payments.  To  no  one  person  was  this  fortunate 
state  of  things  so  largely  owing  as  to  Stdnet  Howard  Gat, 
whose  disinterested  readiness  to  perform  the  triple  duties  of 
editor,  assistant  treasurer  and  oflSce  agent,  for  a  very  frugal 
subsistence,  should  entitle  him  to  the  grateful  respect  of  all 
who  feel  an  interest  in  the  cause.  It  was  due  to  the  fortunate 
circumstance  that  a  man  was  found,  at  this  critical  period, 
uniting  to  singular  tact  and  talent  as  an  editor,  the  experience 
and  method  of  a  man  of  business,  who  was  willing  ta  under- 
take this  great  amount  of  labor,  in  the  solitude  of  a  strange 
city,  asking  for  nothing  that  could  be  called  a  remuneration, 
that  the  Society  was  so  soon  freed  from  its  embarrassments 
and  placed  on  a  basis  of  justice  and  efficiency. 

In  the  editorial  department  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Gay  has  had 
the  occasional  assistance  of  Maria  Weston  Chapman  and 
Edmund  CIuincy,  whose  services  are,  of  course,  wholly  and 
strictly  gratuitous.  The  duties  of  the  general  agency  have 
been  performed  by  Wendell  Phillips  wiiliout  money  and 
without  price,  as  have  been  those  of  the  Treasurership  by 
Francis  Jackson.  These  facts  are  mentioned,  to  illustrate 
the  principle  on  which  the  cause  is  now  conducted,  with  re- 
gard to  the  expenditure  of  funds.  All' those  who  have  the 
means  of  subsistence  from  any  other  source,  ore  ex'pected  to 
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coDtribute  as  much  of  their  time  and  labor  as  their  sense  of 
duty  demands,  without  any  pecuniary  recompense.  Those  who 
have  no  extrinsic  means  of  livelihood,  and  whose  services 
are  indispensable  to  the  cause,  are  allowed  what  they,  in  view 
of  its  necessities,  consider  absolutely  indispensable  to  a  bare 
subsistence.  In  this  way,  a  very  moderate  sum  of  money  is 
made  to  do  a  work  greater  than  would  seem  to  be  possible  in 
view  of  its  amount.  None  are  expected,  or  asked,  to  come  into 
this  enterprise  with  any  hope  of  selfish  advantage,  —  none 
who  are  not  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  its  service.  The 
scanty  revenue  of  the  Slave  is  only  to  be  taxed  for  what  is 
necessary  to  procure  for  him  the  service  he  needs.  That 
service  is  due  to  him  as  a  free-will  oflTering,  wherever,  and  to 
whatever  extent,  it  is  practicable.  These  are  the  views  which 
guide  the  action  of  this  Society,  as  well  as  of  the  Parent  Soci- 
ety, and  we  believe  their  justice  is  acknowledged  by  all  whom 
they  concern.  And,  this  being  the  state  of  things,  we  feel 
free  to  call  upon  the  Abolitionists  to  pour  their  gifts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Slave,  as  they  must  feel  sure  that  it  is  for  his 
sake,  «nd  not  for  our  own,  that  we  ask  it. 


NEW    ENGLAND    CONVENTION. 

This  annual  assembly  of  the  Abolitionists  of  New  England, 
and  of  the  country  at  large,  again  vindicated  to  itself  the 
character  it  has  long  maintained  of  being  the  most  interesting 
and  attractive  of  all  our  Anti-Slavery  gatherings.  It  was 
held  in  the  Marlboro'  Chapel,  in  Boston,  on  May  27th,  and 
continued  its  sessions  for  three  days.  The  pro-Slavery 
Churches  and  the  political  parties,  implicated  alike  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  Slave  System,  by  the  allegiance  which  they  all  ac- 
knowledge to  the  National  Constitution,  were  again  rebuked, 
and  the  Slaveholding  compact,  itself,  freshly  denounced.     A 
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pledge  was  introduced  and,  after  full  discussion,  adopted; 
binding  those  who  took  it  to  refuse  to  vote  for  a  candidate 
for  any  office,  either  State  or  National,  the  entrance  upon 
which  requires  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  under  the  existing  Constitution. 
This  pledge,  together  with  another,  recommended  by  this 
Board,  by  which  they  who  took  it  engaged  to  take  no  part 
in  any  war  that  might  grow  out  of  the  Annexation  of  Texas, 
were  afterwards  extensively  circulated  and  signed. 

The  meeting  was  diversified  by  an  attempt  by  the  Rev.  J. 
B.  PiNNBT,  formerly  Governor  of  Liberia,  and  still  a  Colonis- 
ation Agent,  to  justify  Slavery  from  the  Bible,  in  an  elaborate 
argument.  The  patience  with  which  he  was  heard  was  a 
proof  at  once  of  the  confidence  of  Abolitionists  in  the  truth  of 
their  principles,  and  of  the  freedom  of  the  meeting,  at  which 
even  the  fit  representative  of  the  inhuman  principles  of  that 
atrocious  conspiracy  against  the  colored  race,  could  be  heard 
in  their  defence.  The  absurdity  and  wickedness  of  his 
positions  were  exposed  in  a  masterly  and  scathing  manner 
by  Mr.  Phillips,  Dr.  Walter  Chaining,  and  Mr.  Garrison. 

The  last  evening  of  the  Convention  was  distinguished  by  a 
riot  excited  by  a  speech  of  Mr.  Pillsburt,  in  which  he  ex- 
posed in  temperate  and  chaste,  though  impressive,  language 
the  guilt  and  inconsistency  of  the  American  Church,  and  par- 
ticularly its  inferiority  in  practical  righteousness,  in  the  matter 
of  human  Slavery,  to  Catholicism  and  Mahometanism.  The 
audience  was  immense,  and  the  general  desire  was  for  peace,, 
but  the  rioters  were  numerous  enough  to  make  it  impossible- 
for  the  speaker  to  be  heard.  But  the  indignation  which  such 
an  outrage  excited  in  all  sorts  of  people,  and  the  general  dis* 
cussion  which  it  caused  of  the  truths  which  had  given  rise  to 
it,  more  than  compensated  for  the  loss  of  that  golden  oppor- 
tunity. The  sessions  of  the  Convention  were  uniformly  well 
attended  and  often  crowded,  and  it  was  generally  allowed  t^* 
be  the  most  attractive  of  all  the  gatherings  of  the  Anniversary 
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week.  It  left  an  impression  on  the  community,  as  well  as  on 
its  members,  such  as  we  desire  to  create  by  our  public  assem- 
blies. 


ANTI-SLATXRT  OPERATIONS. 

Notwithstanding  the  withdrawal  of  some  of  our  agents  to 
other  fields  of  labor,  and  notwithstanding  ill-health  and  other 
imperative  calls  have  prevented  much  of  the  voluntary  service, 
on  which  we  commonly  depend,  a  healthful  agitation  has  been 
maintained  in  the  State.  In  April,  Mr.  Phillips,  who  had  been 
our  general  agent,  since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Collins,  and 
had  zealously  and  faithfully  discharged  its  arduous  and  labori- 
ous duties,  without  any  compensation,  was  compelled  by  cir- 
cumstances beyond  his  control,  to  resign  his  office.  Mr. 
Charles  K.  Whipple  was  appointed  his  successor,  on  the 
13th  of  May,  and  performed  its  duties  in  a  most  industrious 
and  acceptable  manner  until  the  13th  of  December,  when  he 
was  succeeded,  upon  his  resignation,  by  Mr.  Lorino  Mo<»>t, 
who  now  is  the  general  agent  of  the  Society.  The  experi- 
ence which  Mr.  Moodt  has  had,  and  the  acquaintance  he  has 
made  with  Abolitionists,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  during 
his  agency  in  behalf  of  Captain  Walker,  indicated  him  as  a 
suitable  person  for  the  office.  We  have  no  doubt  that  he 
will  so  fill  it  as  to  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  Society  he 
represents,  and  to  be  an  efficient  laborer  in  the  Anti-Slavery 
vineyard. 

Messrs.  Charles  Lenox  Remond,  Parker  Pillsburt,  Ad- 
dison Davis  and  William  Henrt  Channino,  have  lectured 
in  various  parts  of  the  State  to  much  acceptance  and  with  a 
good  effect.  We  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  voluntary 
labor  of  Messrs.  Adin  Ballou  and  George  W.  Stact,  in 
some  portions  of  the  State.  Mr.  Douglass  lectured  with  his 
usual  assiduity  (excepting  when  interrupted  by  the  compo- 
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flkion  of  his  narrative)  previous  to  his  voyage  to  England. 
Mr.  Phillips  and  Mr.  Garrison  have  attended  Conven- 
tions and  public  meetings  and  delivered  addresses  in  divers 
places^  during  the  year,  though  Mr.  Garrison's  labors  in  the 
field  have  been  diminished  by  impaired  health,  and  Mr.  Phil- 
lips's, by  other  imperative  demands  of  duty.  Mr.  Lunsford 
Lane  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the  Western  Counties, 
by  our  &ithful  friend  Arner  Belcher,  for  Anti-Slavery  pur- 
poses ;  and  since  his  return  home.  Dr.  E.  D.  Hudson  has  been 
sent  into  the  same  field,  by  the  same  clear-sighted  and  un- 
wearied Abolitionist.  The  County  Societies  have  held  their 
regular  meetings  and  have  produced  a  good  efiect  in  the  re- 
gion round  about  them.  The  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson,  the  Rev. 
Theodore  Parker,  John  W.  Browne,  Esq.  and  other  gen- 
demen,  have  delivered  lectures  in  various  places,  which  have 
given  much  satisfaction  to  the  Abolitionists  and  have  done 
excellent  service.  The  Anti-Texas  agitation  was  carried  on 
mainly  on  Anti-Slavery  grounds,  and  was  the  means  of  throw- 
ing much  light  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  upon  thousands  of 
minds.  We  believe  that  all  these  efforts,  imperfect  as  they 
are  when  compared  with  the  greatness  of  the  object  to  be  ac- 
complished, have  carried  forward  the  general  mind  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  a  point  for  in  advance  of  where  it  stood  a 
twelvemonth  since. 

JONATHAN    WALKER. 

We  have  derived  signal  assistance  in  our  Anti-Slavery 
progress  this  year  from  the  help  that  has  been  extended  to 
us  by  the  branded  hand  of  Jonathan  Walker.  In  our 
last  Report  we  told  the  story  of  his  arrest,  trial  and  punish- 
ment for  the  crime  of  exercising  hospitality  to  helpless  fellow- 
men  who  had  claimed  his  protection.  He  remained  in  gaol 
for  non-payment  of  his  fine,  until  the  Summer,  when  he  was 
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released  by  the  interposition  of  Captain  Smacl,  who  ad- 
vanced out  of  slender  means  the  sum  necessary  for  his  dis- 
charge. Sufficient  funds  for  this  purpose,  and  for  all  the  ex- 
penses of  his  trial,  had  been  raised  in  Massachusetts,  but  being 
imprudently  committed  to  dishonest  hands,  they  never  were 
applied  to  their  proper  use.  Captain  Walker  arrived  in  Mas- 
sachusetts towards  the  end  of  July,  and  addressed  public 
meetings  id  many  towns.  He  also  prepared  a  narrative  of 
his  experiences,  which  was  published  at  an  early  period,  and 
met  with  an  extensive  sale.  The  personal  presence  of  this 
excellent  man,  and  the  revelations  of  his  book,  were  among 
the  most  efficient  of  the  Anti-Slavery  instrumentalities  of  the 
last  year. 

NORTHERN    PRISONERS    AT   THE    SOUTH. 

The  fortunate  deliverance  and  safe  return  of  Captain 
Walker,  call  forcibly  to  remembrance  the  unhappy  case  of 
those  who  are  yet  wearing  out  their  lives  of  captivity  in  South- 
ern penitentiaries  for  the  same  humane  offence.  Messrs. 
Burr  and  Thompson  are  still  confined  in  the  penitentiary  of 
Missouri,  under  the  sentence  passed  upon  them  several  years 
ago.  Mr.  Work,  their  companion  in  suffering,  has  been  re- 
leased and  restored  to  his  family,  in  consequence  of  interest 
made  in  his  i)ehalf  with  the  Executive  of  the  State.  Mr. 
ToRRET  remains  a  prisoner  in  the  penitentiary  at  Baltimore, 
and  from  the  latest  accounts  of  his  condition,  he  seems  to 
have  but  small  hopes  of  deliverance,  unless  it  be  by  the  hand 
of  death.  Mr.  Fairbanks's  trial,  which  had  not  occurred  at 
the  time  of  our  last  Report,  took  place  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary. He  retracted  his  first  plea  of  <<  not  guilty/'  and,  if  the 
testimony  of  the  Kentucky  newspapers  is  to  be  believed, 
endeavored  to  procure  a  lenient  sentence,  by  expressing 
his  coQtritioa  for  his  offence,  and  bis  conviction  that  the  ef* 
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forti  of  the  abolilionifltf  had  been  of  mischievoas  effect.  Not- 
withstanding these  submissions^  he  received  the  severe  sen* 
tence  of  fifteen  years'  imprisonment.  Miss  Webster  received 
a  speedy  pardon,  and  since  her  return  home  has  published  a 
narrative  in  which  she  endeavors  to  prove  that  it  was  no  more 
than  she  deserved,  for  her  innocence  of  the  humanity  laid  to 
her  charge.  We  have  seen  statements  of  other  recent 
cases  of  arrest  for  this  act  in  the  South ;  but  the  accounts  are 
not  sufficiently  authentic  to  require  recapitulation  at  this  time. 

An  occurrence  has  taken  place  in  Ohio  which  has  caused 
a  strong  sensation  there.  Some  months  since  a  party  of  Vir- 
ginians frym  Parkersbuigh,  crossed  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Ohio  and  arrested  three  individuals  charged  with  assisting  in 
the  escape  of  slaves.  They  were  committed  to  gaol,  tried  and 
convicted,  and  their  sentence  suspended  to  await  the  decision 
of  the  highest  judicature,  on  the  point  whether  the  jurisdiction 
of  Virginia  extended  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Ohio,  or 
ceased  on  her  own !  Great  excitement  has  prevailed  in  that 
region  of  Ohio.  The  parties  engaged  in  the  arrest  have  been 
indicted,  and  their  delivery  for  trial  demanded  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  it  is  needless  to  add,  in  yain.  It  can  hardly 
be  believed  that  the  people  of  Ohio  will  submit  to  this  insult 
to  their  sovereignty ;  and  preparations  have  been  made  at 
Parkersburgh,  in  apprehensipn  of  an  attack  on  the  town 
with  a  view  to  the  rescue  of  the  prisoners. 

The  very  &ct  of  these  attempts  for  the  deliverance  of 
Slaves,  proves  the  great  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
popular  mind,  as  to  their  right  to  freedom,  since  the  days 
when  not  a  voice  was.  uplifted,  nor  a  hand  stretched  forth,  to 
help  them.  This  change  we  may  fairly  claim  as  the  result  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  movement.  If  that  movement  never  accom- 
plishes any  thing  else,  it  has  already  been  the  means  of  the 
deliverance  of  thousands  from  the  house  of  bondage,  by 
opening  a  way  for  their  escape,  and  raising  up  willing  friends 
to  assist  them.  And  the  very  violences  and  outrages,  which 
5* 
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thte  state  of  thingB  produces  in  the  Sooth,  mnj  well  prove  to 
be  the  means  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  North  to  the  incom- 
patibility of  the  existence  of  their  own  rights  with  a  political 
union  founded  on  the  denial  of  their  equal  rights  to  others. 


FIRST   OF    AUGUST. 

This  high  feast-day  of  freedom  was  again  celebrated  with 
all  due  joyfulness  and  gratitude  by  the  Abolitionists  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Meetings  were  held  at  conrenient  points  in  Tari- 
ous  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  number  of  persons  who  gath- 
ered together  to  hear  the  happiness  of  the  British  freedmen 
contrasted  with  the  misery  of  our  Slaves,  was  probably  never 
exceeded  on  any  former  Anniversary.  Pic^nia  were  held 
in  Waltham,  Dedham,  Danvers,  Leicester,  Doxbury,  Fall 
River  apd  Westminster,  and  doubtless  in  other  places.  The 
voice  of  eloquence  and  of  song  resounded  through  the  natural 
temples  in  which  they  were  held,  and  cheered  the  hearts  and 
strengthened  the  spirits  of  those  who  thronged  them  from  the 
fields  of  Anti-Shvery  warftire,  as  they  told  that  Emancipa- 
tion, under  a  vertical  sun,  is  not  a  dream,  but  a  reality ;  no 
longer  prophecy,  but  already  history. 

The  colored  citizens  of  Boston,  also,  solemnised  the  day  by 
«  procession,  with  uppropriate  banners,  addresses  at  the  Tre- 
mont  Temple,  and  a  Soiree  in  the  evening. 


THB    WUST. 

The  chief  scene  of  the  Anti-Slavery  operations  of  the  year 
was  the  great  West,  where  a  great  and  good  work  was  ef- 
fected, under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Society.  Our 
eloquent  and  unwearied  friends,  Stefhen  S.  Foster,  Abby 
Kelley,  Elizabeth  Jane  HrrcBcocK,  Benjamik  S.  Jones, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


55 

and  others,  have  preached  the  gospel  of  no  fellowship  with 
the  works  of  darkness,  the  doctrine  of  no  union  with  Slave- 
holders, over  a  wide  extent  of  country,  and  have  met  with 
a  degree  of  success  surpassing  our  most  sanguine  hopes. 
Many  have  received  the  truths  that  they  have  uttered  in  their 
ears,  and  have  come  out  from  the  churches  and  the  parties 
to  which  they  formerly  belonged.  One  of  the  most  valuable 
acceisioiis  to  our  ranks  of  Disunion,  among  many,  was  Sah* 
VEL  Bbooke,  formerly  an  active  member  of  the  Liberty  Par* 
ty,  and  who  is  now  the  Greneral  Agent  of  the  American  So* 
ciety  for  the  Western  States.  Under  his  efficient  direction 
we  anticipate  a  series  of  victorious  campaigns,  until  our  war* 
£Eira  is  crowned  with  an  illus^ous  victory. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  trace  the  prospects  of  these  devo- 
ted friends  of  the  Slave,  even  in  a  general  sketch  They 
will  more  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Report  of 
Ifae  Parent  Society.  All  we  can  say  is,  that  the  West  was 
never  in  a  more  heahhfnl  or  hopeful  state,  as  regards  the  An* 
ti-4Slavery  cause,  and  that  this  happy  condition  of  things  is  to 
be  Dsainly  attributed  to  the  disinterested  labors  of  the  Aboli- 
tionists we  have  mentioned.  From  their  industry  and  skill  in 
sowing  the  rich  soil  which  was  so  well  ploughed  up  by  the 
Hundred  Conventions  of  1843,  we  confidently  expect  a  glo- 
rious harvest 

Among  the  odier  results  of  their  toils,  one  that  promises  ex- 
tensive and  permanent  usefulness,  is  the  establishment  of  a 
weekly  paper,  as  the  organ  of  the  Ohio  American  Anti*^ar 
very  Society.  This  paper  is  now  published  at  Salem,  Ohio, 
and  is  conducted  by  Miss  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Jones.  In 
their  faithful  hands  we  nmy  be  sure  that  <<  The  Bugle''  will 
give  no  uncertain  sound,  but  that  its  clear  tones  will  resound 
over  the  prairies  of  the  West,  summoning  the  people  to  the 
battle  of  liberty,  and  giving  the  signal  for  its  bloodless  onset 
on  the  hosts  of  Slavery. 
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THE    ANTI-SLAVfiRT   PRESS. 


There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  man- 
agement or  in  the  character  of  the  Anti*Slayery  presses, 
which  form  so  essential  a  part  of  our  machinery. 

The  Liberator  still  keeps  the  love  and  confidence  of 
the  Abolitionists,  by  the  same  fearless  assertion  of  the  high- 
est Anti-Slavery  principle,  and  the  same  resolute  demand  for 
absolute  right,  untainted  by  a  selfish  expediency,  which 
originally  obtained  them.  The  enemies  of  the  cause  instinc- 
tively recognise  the  Liberator  as  the  oracle,  and  its  editor  as 
the  incarnation,  of  the  most  dangerous  Anti-Slavery,  and 
they  honor  both  with  a  hatred  proportionably  deep  and  bit- 
ter. While  they  shall  continue  to  deserve  this  pr^nant  tes- 
timony to  their  thorough  fidelity,  let  them  not  fail  to  receive 
the  answering  witness  of  a  cordial  and  ample  support  from 
those  who  accept  their  principles  and  honor  their  spirit. 

The  National  Anti-Slavert  Standard  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  same  Committee  of  Editorship  that  conducted 
it  a  year  ago;  and  the  burden  of  labor  and  responsibility 
still  rests,  as  it  did  then,  upon  Mr.  Gat,  to  whose  disinter- 
ested and  able  service  we  have  borne  our  testimony  in  another 
place. 

The  Herald  of  Freedom  continues  to  be  published  by 
the  New  Hampshire  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  is  still  in  the 
editorial  hands  of  Parker  Pillsburt,  who  has  given  himself, 
his  long  experience  and  his  eminent  talents,  to  the  task,  with  a 
singleness  of  heart  and  an  unselfishness  of  spirit  above  all 
praise.  The  Abolitionists  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  the 
country  are  deeply  indebted  to  Jacob  H.  Ela,  the  printer  of 
the  Herald,  for  a  generous  devotion  of  himself,  his  time  and 
his  means  to  its' support,  to  which  we  probably  owe  its  con- 
tinued existence.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  burden  he  has 
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been  bo  nobly  willing  to  bear  for  the  Cause's  sake,  will  be 
cheerfully  shared  by  others,  as  soon  as  the  sacrifices  he  has 
made  for  their  benefit,  and  that  of  the  Slave,  are  known. 

The  Pennsylvania  Freeman  has  been  reguhurly  published, 
semi-monthly,  during  the  year,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn  that 
it  is,  henceforward,  to  appear  every  week.  The  soundness  of  its 
doctrine,  the  excellence  of  its  spirit,  and  the  talent  of  its  exe- 
cution commend  it  to  the  support  and  confidence  of  the  Abo- 
litionists everywhere. 

We  are  happy  to  perceive  on  the  part  of  many  presses,  not 
professedly  Anti-Slavery,  an  increasing  willingness  to  discuss 
the  philosophy  and  the  facts  of  Slavery,  and  its  influence  on 
the  free  States.  Some  of  these  prints  occupy  the  same 
ground,  and  put  forth  the  same  propositions,  which,  ten  years 
ago,  brought  down  upon  the  Abolitionists  the  fiery  indigna- 
tion of  the  pro-slavery  fanaticism  of  that  day.  We  recog- 
nise in  this  (act  another  proof  of  the  progress  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  cause,  and  a  fresh  argument  for  the  soundness  of 
our  philosophy  in  always  advancing  to  whatever  new  height 
of  duty  we  could  discern  before  us,  without  waiting  for  those 
behind  to  overtake  us.  The  progress  of  the  rear  has  always 
been  in  due  proportion  to  that  of  the  van-guard. 

We  think  that  the  attention  of  Abolitionists  cannot  be  too 
often,  or  too  strongly,  directed  to  the  duty  of  sustaining  the 
faithful  organs  of  their  principles  and  helping  them  to  the 
widest  circulation.  The  Anti-Slavery  papers  are  the  levers 
upon  which  we  must  mainly  rely  to  detach  the  system  of 
Slavery  from  its  stronghold  in  the  indifference  or  selfishness 
of  the  northern  hearts.  Their  regular  visitations  are  needed 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  lecturer,  and  to  confirm  and  finish 
his  work.  They  are  mutually  helpful  to  each  other,  and  ev- 
ery lecturer  knows  how  much  help  or  hindrance  is  derived 
from  the  quality  of  the  Anti-Slavery  organs.  But  the  living 
speakers  must  of  necessity  be  few  and  far  between,  while  the 
silent  speech  of  the  faithful  paper  falls  pregnantly  on  the  at- 
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tention  of  many  in  widely  distant  places,  and  is  a  medium  of 
communication  of  thought  and  of  sympathy.  Every  where, 
if  conducted  with  fidelity  and  ability,  they  keep  alive  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  even  of  those  who  refuse  to  read  them, 
the  knowledge  that  there  are  Slaves^  in  the  land,  and  that 
there  is  a  movement  for  their  deliverance. 

The  best  service  which  Abolitionists  can  do  for  their  or- 
gans is,  of  course,  to  extend  their  circulation,  and  thus  help 
them  to  support  themselves.  But  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  in  all,  if  in  any,  cases,  publications  embodying  truths  the 
most  generally  odious,  can  be  made  self-sustaining.  It  is  no 
argument,  in  their  case,  as  it  might  be  in  that  of  a  political  or 
literary  paper,  that  because  their  receipts  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  their  expenses,  they  are  not  needed.  The  opposite  pre- 
sumption would  be  more  likely  to  be  just,  paradoxical  as  it 
may  sound,  that,  as  soon  as  an  Anti-Slavery  paper  can  com- 
mand an  extensive  and  remunerating  patronage,  it  is  no 
longer  a  necessary  or  a  useful  agent ;  because,  such  a  result 
could  hardly  be  attained  unless  it  had  either  accomplished  its 
work,  and  might  give  way  to  the  other  instrumentalities  it 
bad  raised  up,  or  unless  it  had  made  sacrifices  of  principle  to 
popularity  fatal  to  its  vital  energy.  People,  of  course,  cannot 
be  expected  to  pay  for  papers  which  attack  a  system  with 
which  they  think  their  own  interest  is  identified,  or  which  ex- 
pose the  guilty  participation  in  it  of  themselves,  or  of  the  po- 
litical or  religious  institutions  which  hedge  it  round,  and  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  adore  with  a  blind  reverence.  The 
unpalatable,  though  healing,  medicine  must  be  furnished  by 
the  hands  of  those  who  believe  in  its  virtue. 

We  think,  therefore,  and  we  are  confident  of  your  concur- 
rence in  this  opinion,  that  where  an  Anti-Slavery  paper  is 
conducted  with  acknowledged  ability,  and  fails  of  sustaining 
itself  merely  on  account  of  its  fidelity  to  its  unpopular  princi- 
ples, it  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  Abolitionists  to  provide 
for  the  deficiency.    Anti-Slavery  prints  are  only  needed  as 
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the  organs  of  troths  and  principles  which  the  world  is  not  yet 
ready  to  receive.  When  those  truths  and  principles  are  so 
generally  acknowledged  as  to  command  the  support  of  the 
.  world,  the  necessity  of  specific  organs  is  done  away  with. 
When,  therefore,  Anti-Slavery  papers  are  managed  with  the 
most  rigid  adherence  to  economy,  (which  we  can  affirm,  of 
our  own  knowledge,  as  to  the  Liberator,  Standard  and 
Herald,  and  believe  to  be  equally  true  of  the  Freeman  and 
the  Bugle,)  and  at  the  same  time  with  talent  and  fidelity, 
we  are^of  opinion  that  Anti-Slavery  funds  cannot  be  better 
expended  than  in  helping  to  maintain  them.  We  regard  it, 
therefore,  as  the  duty  of  those  who  may  stand  in  our  place, 
at  any  time  of  emergency,  should  such  arise,  to  call  upon  the 
Abolitionists  of  the  State,  and  of  the  country,  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  any  of  these  instrumentalities,  which  may  be  in  want 
of  pecuniary  support. 


ANTI-SLAVERT    FAIRS. 

The  treasury  of  the  American  Slaves  has  been  again  in- 
debted to  the  women  of  this  State,  and  of  other  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  world,  for  the  chief  of  the  gifts  that  have 
been  poured  into  it.  The  Anti-Slavery  Fairs  seem  now  to 
have  consolidated  themselves  into  one  of  the  '^  domestic  in- 
stitutions "  of  the  Anti-Slavery  States.  The  last  Massachu- 
setts Bazaar  was  the  most  brilliant  of  any  yet  held,  and  met 
with  a  corresponding  success.  Faneuil  Hall  was  granted  for 
its  use,  and  the  ample  accommodations  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  display  of  its  elegant  stores,  which  it  had  never  yet 
enjoyed.  Besides  the  contributions  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken,  the  abun- 
dance and  beauty  of  those  from  all  parts  of  this  and  other 
States,  showed  that  the  zeal  of  the  Anti-Slavery  women  of 
the  country  had  not  waxed  cold,  but  that  it  would  endure 
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and  iacrease  even  unto  the  end*  The  attendance  of  the  pub- 
lic was  beyond  all  former  example^  as  the  result,  nearly  foub 
THOUSAND  dollars,  sufficiently  proves.  The  Liberty  Bull  ap- 
peared in  an  enlarged  form,  and  with  more  than  its  former 
beauty  of  execution,  and  was  filled  with  the  productions  of 
many  of  the  finest  geniuses  and  truest  philanthropists  of  both 
worlds.  Public  addresses  were  made  on  several  of  the  even* 
ings  of  the  Fair  by  Messrs.  Philups,  J.  F.  Clabke,  Lewis 
Haven,  W.  A.  White,  E.  H.  Chapin,  C.  C.  Bu&lbigh, 
Addison  Davis,  Remond,  T.  B.  Stone,  Quinct,  John  P. 
Hale,  Henrt  Wilson  and  others.  This  Bazaar  surpassed 
all  its  predecessors,  not  merely  in  its  pecuniary  result,  but  in 
its  cheering  effects  on  the  Abolitionists,  and  its  beneficial 
influence  on  the  Public. 

Fairs  for  the  benefit  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  have 
also  been  held  in  Salem,  Fitchburgh,  Upton,  Uxbridge  and 
Weymouth,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  with  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess, both  as  to  their  pecuniary  and  moral  results.  We  are 
sure  that  with  such  gratifying  experiences,  or  examples,  of 
success,  that  the  women  of  Massachusetts  will  never  grow 
weary  in  this  good  work,  nor  withhold  from  those  that  have 
none  to  succor  them  the  assistance  of  their  helping  hands. 


THE    political  PARTIES. THE    WHIG    PARTY. 

The  Whig  Party  is  still  at  the  helm  of  afiairs  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. Though  its  power  was  greatly  shaken  at  the  last 
election,  it  is  still  in  the  ascendant  in  the  councils  of  the 
State.  Thb  party  has  publicly  professed  itself  to  be  an  Anti- 
Slavery  Party,  and  it  has  spoken  brave  words  as  to  the  sub- 
version of  the  National  Constitution,  and  the  violation  of 
the  rights  of  Massachusetts  by  the  Slave  Power.  It  remains 
to  be  proved  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature  now  in  session 
whether  they  were  merely  great  swelling  words  of  vanity,  or 
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i^hetber  they  did  indeed  express  the  settled  coiiTictioiis  and 
resolute  paq>ose  of  those  who  uttered  them.  It  was  taunt- 
ingly said  in  South  Carolina,  previous  to  the  Revolution,  <<  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  Bay  can  talky  vote  and  RESOLY E^ 
hut  their  daingi  are  not  correspondent  I ''  We  all  know  bow 
this  sneer  was  refuted  by  the  resistance  of  Massachusetts  la 
an  invasion  of  the  British  Constitution  which  exposed  them  la 
be  taxed  without  representation  ;  the  hours  are  now  passing 
over  oar  beads  which  will  prove  whether  she  has  not  so  de- 
generated from  her  former  self  as  slavishly  to  submit  to  infrao> 
tions  of  the  American  Constitution,  which  place  her  and  all 
her  interests  at  the  irresponsible  disposal  of  her  natural  ene- 
mies,—  the  smallest  and  vilest  oligarchy  that  ever  disgraced 
the  earth ; —  who,  as  the  first  fruits  of  their  sovereignty,  seize, 
imprison  and  sell  into  everlasting  Slavery  her-  own  sons,  and 
forbid  her  interference  in  their  behalf,  on  pain  of  in&moos 
punishments  to  her  ambassadors. 

To  the  Whig  Party,  mainly,  is  due  the  credit  of  the  degree 
of  spirit  and  manliness  which  the  State  has  manifested  in 
this  hour  of  revolution.  To  the  Whig  Party  will  belong  the 
infamy,  should  History  have  to  tell  that  it  was  but  a  vaporing 
and  braggart  spirit  and  an  abominable  imitation  of  manli- 
ness that  they  opposed  to  these  incursions  of  the  Slave  Power.^. 
While  we  would  not  condemn  its  action  in  advance,  we  can-^ 
not  but  say  that  an  honorable  and  courageous  course  woidd. 
signally  falsify  the  signs  by  which  it  has  been  harbingeredi 
A  Whig  Legislative  Convention  was  held  at  the  State  House- 
on  February  19th,  at  which  a  serie&of  resolutions  were  passed^ 
defining  the  position  of  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts.  They 
opened  with  a  resolution  declaring  that  they  *^  now  are,  and^ 
win  remain,  honest  supporters  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  is^  until  changed  according  to  its  own 
provisions !  And  while  they  continue  to  yield  obedience  U>' 
its  mandates,  they  also  claim  its  protection  and  guaranty,  as 
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thek  MM  moA  dcrfetiee ! "  They  proeeeded  to  protelst  agamit 
the  Annemttcto  of  Texas^  and  against  the  condiict  of  Sooth 
CUrolioa  and  Louisiana,  intimating  their  willingnesii  to  abide 
bjr  ihb  dediioin  of  a  Slaf  eboldiog  Supreme  Court,  diiotild  it 
be  ih  dhroga3&>Q  of  the  sovcfreign  rights  of  Massaehilsetts,  and 
oindiide  lamdf  and  unprofitable,  a^  the^  had  begun,  hf 
pledging  themselrei  ^'to  the  State  and  to  the  country  to  k^ep 
Ihe  M  Bay  State  where  she  is>  where  she  has  bcten,  and 
where  we   truM    she  may  ever  b€f^    the  frkemd  or  the 

ViadN,  THE   H^HOLE   UNION,   THt  UNION   AS    it    IS  !  ''      It    WaS 

hot  thus  tUit  their  Aithers  spoke  of  the  Constitational  UnioB 
which  bound  them  to  the  moth^  country,  when  it  bedame? 
pbin  that  such  imlon  itras  incompatible  with  their  natural  and 
civil  rights !  Would  they  hare  encountered,  with  a  resolutb 
iesbtance,  the  might  of  the  British  Kingj  if  they  had  fereseeti 
the  kind  of  liberty  they  trere  to  parchase  for  tbeii:  son^,  lind 
the  degenerate  spirit  they  should  transmit  to  them  ? 

Again,  at  a  Convention  h^ld  in  the  Antuiiiti  in  Fad^nil 
Hal,  fairly  representing,  it  is  to  b^  presumed,  ih6  sentiments 
of  the  Massachusetti  Whigs,  an  Address  Was  adopted,  whichj 
after  recapitulating  the  opinions  which  the  State!  had  dz* 
piressed  on  the  subject  of  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  and  de« 
daring  that  she  could  not  be  brought  into  the  Uiiion  ^cepl 
by  a  perversion  of  the  powerft  and  the  prostration  of  the!  hiA- 
tvarks  of  the  Federal  Constitution^  contains  the  following^  sig- 
ilificant  BUT^ —  a  conjunction  in  which  there  i^  much  virtue,*--> 
*^  BUT,  MasiackustiU  makes  no  faetuma  opposttum  to  thisj  dr 
any  others  act  of  the  General  Oovernment ;  ihe  has  nd  sym* 
faihjf  with  wdUfication ! ''  But  "  this  and  all  other  questions 
of  simBar  or^n  and  character  "  (meaning,  undoubtedly,  the 
rights  of  Massachusetts'  citizens  in  Southern  States)  <^  i^ 
submits  to  the  august  tribunal  which  the  Government  hal 
provided"  for  such  emeigencies, —  meaning  the  Supreme 
Court,  of  which  a  majority  of  the  Bbnch  are  Slave-breeders, 
and  the  whole  the  ready  tools  of  Slavery ! 
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iX  findf  the  jppwi^rs  and  i^MllV:|urk9  /^f  dl^  cpoKiditioo  Iq  .which 
^  Ipp^ed  lor  ifs  ^*«fci«id  and  doktm^  "  peivorted  aod  pfo»> 
fx^4p  jas^ ,« ^Qie}v  Slay^holdivig  G/^vieriuQeQt  ^ii^ctctd  w  iti 
fuiof ;  having  ifor  iu  objept  the  pexp^lii^tiQQ  q(  the  wyitu4#  of 
1^  hlf^ks  a^  of  dvd  M^fiHiJiige  of  ti^  wliitqf,  i^ut  NUlXIFIr 
CATIPN  ?  Wb*t  f^B;>?4y  ii|«  MawcjMWPttp  l^itf  «o  A^w 
herself  bfi^  w  ^  ^emrf^i  fil^^  wd  tp  j^eol^urQ  tJ^«t  4i# 
Ui^i^^,  OB  4a4r  %f  «^  ia>9(¥EK#n(|^>  ip  *t  an  Qpd,  nnd  tia^  jj^ 
w^U  benqof^utih  «^ad  or  Ipttf  hy  h^rsc^  .or  i^  fi^^dpt^ffif  wly 
jrit)^  F^ee  ^^atefr  7  ^ha(  iq^  the  Slav^Mdors  fatthft  ppiijit 
|hfit  Yfipvi^r^  jvithin  th^  w^^fi  i>f  Jhe  State  Uf^vm  or  of  Fam«# 
^^>  hrfgBWe  Qf  f^i^  |if «Hif^hi|^elM  hat  4QI»e  in  hoiAiily  ^ 
SJavj^y,  |Ui  ]oQg  ^s  abie  is  pMgf^d  by  Abe/mthB  pf  b^r  ppUt^ 
f^rvitotS;  jU>  wtftain  Slavery,  if  «^^  hi9,  by  ^  wfeolc  pf  Iw 
f^I^fi^  f9rpe>  la^  i^^ors  bcir  M4fi  4o  be  exposed  to  ^  obmis 
pf  the  SMa^e-^unter  i  |i^apw:hus6ita  may  ^'  ^oiS:,  nof^  mi  n- 
^(^i;e  "  in  fa^vor  of  Hb^tjy^B  long  "^Bta  ftier  rfc>i^#  aiiP  not  cw- 
^l9i|PQn4ent/'-ra«  Ipwaapihe  coowjiU  tp  o^  in  behalf  A»f  Sft»r 
ciry,  T^^fid  the  ^If^veboidecB  ^eg^4  her  not.  ^  M  h«r 
words  be  followed  by  copwient  ^otiqn,  jiM9Mi  they  wiQ  feel  ^he^t 
the  i|Q€|#e  ip  departing  jfrwi  ^^ef9* 

The  present  i^  ,^  qajp^i  ei^itijQal  h<w  AQ  the  hktory  of  M911- 
j^chitf^tey  -^d  H  depends  nprn^  the  .deed?  jtbfut  ere  crowded 
jii^  <k;  wMher  ishe  aheU  ateiv^  AP  ft  he^^  of  glory  msh  9fi 
she  has  never  yet  attf^ed,  or  be  ^lu^  tP  a  depjUb  ,Qf  i»fnmf 
which  she  has  never  dreamed  of.  She  is  now  to  prove  wheth- 
er her  words  of  grace  in  times  past  in  behalf  of  universal  lib- 
erty and  of  her  oyitn  iadiyidual  r^h^  frere  of  any  signif- 
cancCi  or  whether  they  were  empty  boasts,  which  she  was 
n^dy  4q  fow^efir  M  ^e  fyBi  Jt>i4#i\g  ^f  her  nes^e^.  If  she 
]be  in  ew^est  and  reMy  i^P  jelpthe  iher  w^is  in  deeds  pf  )preigfalt> 
jhe  will  t^  the  4ead  in  ^  qiwerd  march  of  free  prinqiplefi, 
teJi^  be  ,iedfi«d  ^  ^^.fPOdel  Hfi{)|iWc  "  /pf  4be  wpiAd-  V  ^ 
fi^rmni  to  ^id)init  j^i^silencej  pr iWHh  >wprds  of  remonstnaMf, 
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deserving  only  of  contempt,  to  the  rerolution  which  has  made 
Slavery  instead  of  lii)ert7  the  vital  principle  of  the  nation,  she 
will  give  the  lie  to  herself,  prove  herself  to  be  a  braggart  and 
a  fool,  and  merit,  what  she  will  receive,  the  scorn  of  all  who 
have  heard  her  words  and  beheld  her  deeds.  Let  her  direct 
^r  Senators  and  Representatives,  at  Washington,  to  leave 
the  National  L^;islature,  when  the  Senators  and  Represents 
atives  of  Texas  enter  it,  and  return  to  their  constituents ;  let  her 
call  a  Convention  of  "the  people  and  prepare  a  new  Constatu- 
tioQ  and  put  forth  a  new  Declaration  of  Independence ;  let 
her  but  carry  out  to  their  legitimate*  results  her  own  declara- 
tions before  the  world,  in  this  behalf;  let  her  endure  with  a 
sublime  patience  the  evils  she  may  have  to  encounter,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  vmdication  of  her  right  of '  counter-revolution 
in  behalf  of  liberty  and  her  own  rights ;  and  she  will  achieve 
for  herself  the  blessings  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  had  failed  to  secure,  —  substantial  liberty  and  a  true 
self-government.  This  is  the  only  course  left  for  Massachu- 
setts to  pursue,  consistently  with  her  self-respect,  her  rights 
and  her  honor.  If  she  suffer  this  golden  moment  to  pass,  and, 
after  all  her  professions  and  reclamations,  continue  to  take  part 
in  the  newly-erected  government,  she  wiU  deserve  all  the  in- 
dignities and  injuries  which  will  be  her  portion,  and  will  justly 
sink  in  her  own  esteem,  and 'in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  be- 
low the  degradation  6f  those  States  which  have  helped  forward 
the  revolution  by  their  servile  acclamations. 


THE  DBMOCRATIC  PARTT. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say  of  the  party  styling  itself  the 
Democratic,  that  it  has  continued  to  merit  the  applause  of  the 
South  by  the  abjectness  of  its  prostration  before  her.  All  op- 
position to  the  Annexation  was  soon  silenced  by  the  signif- 
icant hint  that  no  one  displaying  it  had  any  thing  to  «x- 
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f^f6Bgm*ai0  A^vm^^*  Apr  #ppp  for  ,thip  .wf»f|i»dMr 
,||ll449med  politic  9W)«ir99t^^|i^tb  ^  ifini4<l«n  jigilUjr,  4iTei;t- 

^iriiip  iiW,^eaoipgb4p  rAit(W.<w()er4QfthejraDJM 

rMid^lSoMUiQiP  StofrapQmq3rtjii3.b6ep  .pecfeot  (or  «U  pfa<)$iq|»I 
jpn^rpomt.    -13i«ie  Mt^  baon  .qTm^tPW^  />f  ,di]iri8ion  in  tlfce 

mental  principle  of  contempt  for  the  rights  of  other  men,  we 
beliere  there  has  been  no  difference  of  opinion.  Liberty  and 
Humanity  have  no  wor9e,wWIF  4hAli  the  SlaTery*ridden  De- 
mocracy of  the  Northern  States. 


At  the  last  eleetion^n  tlns^tate  there  was  4  great  &Hing 
off  in  the  number  ef  votes  cast  by  the  various  parties,  ^n  this 
diminution  the 'Third 'Party  riiared  in  nearly/ if  not  quite,  the 
aaroe  proportion  with  the  others,  ^nder  snch  drcumstaoces, 
if  it  Jiad  been  the  moral  movement  it  daims  to  be,  it  ought 
•not  only  not  to  have  diminished  its  vote/ but  should  have  in- 
iCreased  its  numbers  from  the  tanks  of  the  other  parties.  <  We 
'believe  this  result  was  owing' in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  the 
-fidelity  with  which  this  Societjr  has  done  its  duty  in  past  years/ 
in  exposing  the  character  4md  history  of  the  leaders  of  that 
party,  and  thus  showing  how  'little  they  were  worthy  of  the 
eonfidence  and  support  of  the  enemies  of  Slavery.  The  in- 
^flbrence,  to  say  the  least,  which  seemed  to  mark  the  con- 
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duct  of  the  official  organ  and  aome  of  the  leaders  of  the  party, 
to  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  though  there  were  diirtinguisbed 
and  honorable  exceptions,  also  contributed  to  it.  We  can- 
not but  think,  moreover,  that  the  share  of  the  Third  Party,  in 
the  rirxT  thousand  votes  that  were  lost  to  the  politics  of 
the  year,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other  two,  was  materially  af- 
fected by  the  increasing  doubts  in  the  minds  of  men  as  to  the 
morality  of  voting  for  officers  whomust  swear  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  To  whatever  cause  this 
result  was  owing,  we  consider  it  as  decisive  x>f  the  speedy 
downfall  of  the  party  ;  an  event  which  will  be  justly  regarded 
with  satisfactioi;!  by  all  Abolitionists,  who  were  acquainted  with 
its  factious  origin,  and  have  watched  its  mischievous  career. 


THE   CHURCH. 

We  have  not  left  ourselves  room,  to  such  length  has  thni 
report  already  extended,  and  so  laige  a  share  of  our  attention 
has  been  claimed  by  the  political  events  aflecting  the  Anti- 
Slavery  movement,  to  do  more  than  take  a  cursory  glance  at 
•the  ecclesiastical  developements  of  the  past  year.  And  yet 
the  history  of  the  religious  world  has  presented  to  our  consid- 
eration in  no  former  year,  events  having  a  more  direct  or  a 
more  important  relation  to  our  enterprise.  The  division  in 
the  great  Methodist  Denomination,  which  we  mentioned  in 
our  last  Report  as  likely  to  ensue,  has  already  taken  place. 
Imperfect  as  has  been  the  fidelity  of  Northern  Methodists, 
who  have  consented  to  remain  in  ecclesiastical  connection  with 
4nen-stealers,  it  has  been  sufficient  to  rend  the  Church  asun- 
•^ler.  The  sensitiveness  of  conscious  guilt  could  not  abide  a 
ifellowship  which  exposed  it  to  hear  words  of  rebuke,  how- 
"ever  qualified  or  accompanied  by  Whatever  inconsistent  acts. 

In  consequence  of  the  doings  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
»ence,  in  the  matter  of  Bishop  Andrew,  lame  and  impotent  as 
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ihej  were,  of  which  we  gave  a  sketch  in  our  last  report^  a 
GoDvention  of  Sottthern  Methodists  was  held,  during  May,  at 
LouisTille,  Ky.  This  Convention  remained  in  session  for 
several  days  and  discussed  at  great  length  the  rehtions  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  portions  of  the  Church,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  two  remaining  together  without  derogation  to 
the  rights  of  the  South.  They  resolved  that  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  Conferences  <<  could  not  sancti<Mi  the  action  of 
the  late  Geneial  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  by  re- 
maining uncter  its  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  without  deep  and 
lasting  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  Church  and  the  Country,'' 
jand  instructed  the  Committee  on  Organisation,  <<  if,  on  exam- 
ination, they  find  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  hope  that 
the  Northern  majority  Would  recede  from  their  position,  and 
give  some  safe  guaranty  for  the  future  security  of  our  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  rights,  to  report  in  favor  of  a  separation 
from  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  said  Conference."  In 
this  demand  on  the  North,  we  must  be  allowed  to  think  the 
•  South  somewhat  unreasonable,  as  it  'would  seem  difficult  to 
imagme  how  the-  majority  eoM  recede  farther  from  any  ofien- 
sive  position  than  ^it  actually  did.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  <^inion  of  the  Convention.  On  the  17th  of  May,  a  resolu- 
tion was  reported  and  adopted  by  a  vote  of  ninety-six  ayes  to 
three  noes,  entirely  dissolving  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General 
Conference  over  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  Conferences, 
and  constituting  those  Conferences  a  separate  ecclesiastical 
connection,  to  be  known  by  the  style  and  title  of  <<  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  South.'' 

Thus  the  Union  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Church,  as 
fer  t»  Methodism  is  concerned,  is  dissolved.  The  South  was, 
a9  usual,  true  to  her  own  interests,  and  did  what  seemed  best 
to  her  in  their  defence.  The  extremely  smaff  provocation 
which  the  General  Conference  had  given  to  their  Slaveholding 
members,  in  merely  requesting  Bishop  Andrew  to  refrain  from 
exercising  his  c^scopal  functions  while  he  remained  a  Slave- 
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Ii<dder9  4b»m4b9  iiip$gribUit|r  of  ithw  g^Mnnfinc^o  yipwii 
m  poviiittMirt.eedktiiiik^tiuikiQ  mtb  itof  «Ao  toV  «qi  ?fi^ 
oept  Ifae  4iyk&ij^ShMtfj.  TbeiConftmioe  M  n^ffOimMfii 
iQr9iupQiideditb«kiimi<r«lea}iqgf  ^MiJb^  utiH  «i* 

miuMiaiQiw  o»iib«  fmvt  of  Ibe  Nfythom  Me^hodj^to  ivipie  i|f 
•o«faiL  The aoulh tpertdi— d  ikitt^iimMnm^^fi/nii^' 
Jitod  ^  :the  JNorth  v4bich  MOiiM  jmli^  itaetftfamfd  ifi«  tMr  Mi* 
^wial  fleligioii8«9mDbliM9  flfid  4Mr<deqlaMid  >tMr  toiiiMii- 
deow.  "Thoigh  4he  Jo?e  tof  mqi  ffvutM  poi^^fi^  for  4t|0 
lowe  of  liberty  in  ;No«lbem  jreligpMMtfl>  Ibe  i9W  >of  ^Slmwiy 
Iripoipbed  oy^rii  ip  Itioie  of  tbe.Swdu  Tb^  ^  wbi^biMlB 
jNodlMan  'portiwtof  the  Gbttoh  dmild  inure  4oM  yfinr  tgi, 
'lDtfroe4lmr  ^omfoitnoei  (fnw  ^Um)  gnillt  jof  pnvliQiiiftliop  {jp 
,fliajrar7,4he  Sontboni  Ghufob4iaS'doiie:t0  te^fidinlf  liwi  th^ 
fWnoyMMOfof  M0ottho  ftiniiwtfflimiDftttpopagPiwit  itjtdoilwg 
imtiMi^n.  IChof  tlie  NovUmd  Jtfelhodifts  j-oooi«^  tMr 
jU0tff6ward*feritb^ir  wichedAttomyliflo  fiOi(><^ilboTiwrty^ 
Ih^  Cbuich  at  the  e^iMm  itf  jutUkfi  .aad  iiglrt,  lia  iMiiig 
that  Gburob  rant  in  Urain  bjr  evaoftfae  faeUadt  biealbof  jigH 
latioo.  Tbey  have  jwidy  ibrfoitod  iliiair  aalf-^MpoiltyiMd^  »t 
the  .«anie  time,  failed  ^o  tecwe  ithe  atyeot  for  -^biali  itlMgr 
aaenfioed  it. 

In  this  dismplian  of  4fae  hoed  whitfh  united  H^gelher  4bB 
two  flections  of  tbis  powerful  ^assoeiatioB,  we  rieefaJh^^il 
presage  of  that  pcAitical  /separattcn  ^i»hich  aione  can  fteetlhe 
North  from  its  guilty  participaocy'in^^lav»hdldifl^,Afli^tWhiah> 
as  we  believe,  wMl  biiog  the  sfttepiteself  leile^peodieellSDd. 
That  this  view  is  not  without  reasonable  ^gBeapd,  sgefhaeeithe 
testimony  of  no  less  unimpeachable  a  witMss  tbaii  Haiwr 
Clat  himaetf.  Mr.  Cuv,  in  reply  ta  a  letler  asking bia opin- 
ion on  this  very  point,  among  othersj.sajrs,  f^I^ljiotflayttbot 
such  a  separation  would  necessarily  produoea  idissohatiop  fOf 
the  pohti^  union  of  these  States ;  bttt4be4i|»ai|lle4i!eiiU  )h# 
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firaogbl  with  imouiient  danger,  and,  in  co-operation  with  oth- 
er causes  unfortunately  existing,  its  tendency  on  the  stability 
of  the  confederacy  would  be  perilous  and  alarming."  The 
Convention,  however,  being  entirely  composed  of  Slavehold- 
ers, or  their  immediate  representatives,  the  voice  of  the  great 
compromiser  did  not  have  the  magical  effect  which  has 
usually  fdlowed  his  interposition  on  occasions  where  there 
were  Northern  rights  to  be  bartered  for  the  empty  name  of 
Union* 

We  do  not  believe  tbat.the  men  thus  dissolving  their  eccle- 
siastical connection  with  the  Northern  Church,  or  any  of 
them,  would  have  taken  this  step  had  they  seriously  believed 
that  it  would  endanger  the  political  union  of  the  States.  The 
necessity  of  Northern  bayonets  to  prop  up  the  Southern  do- 
mestic institutions,  is  too  well  understood  by  the  helpless 
^ve-masters  to  suffer  them  to  run  any  real  risk  of  losing 
their  support  The  Dissolution  of  the  Union  will  never  be 
begun  at  the  South.  The  service  of  the  Northern  Janizaries 
will  never  vduntarily  be  dispensed  with.  The  rebellion  must 
begin  in  thehr  own  ranks.  But  we  conceive  that  this  and 
every  similar  movement  separating  the  South  and  tlie  North, 
in  matters  of  voluntary  association,  must  have  a  direct  tenden- 
cj  to  destroy  in  Northern  |nen  the  factitious  and  absurd  feel- 
ing of  loyalty  to  a  Union  which  makes  them  politically  serfs, 
that  has  been  excited  by  selfish  politicians  for  their  own  pur- 
poses, and  thus  lead  to  a  just  and  impartial  calculation  of  its 
value.  It  was  in  this  view,  we  apprehend,  that  Mr.  Clat 
wrote  his  letter  of  dissuasion,  and  in  thb  view  it  does  honor 
to  his  sagacity  and  forecast  That  his  forebodings  may  be 
realized,  and  his  augury  fulfiiled,  is  fast  becoming  the  earnest 
vrish  and  the  resolute  purpose  of  awakening  thousands. 

The  Baptist  denomination,  also,  have  furnished  us  with 
like  food  for  contemplation  during  the  past  year.  Though 
the  Southern  Baptists  have  not,  as  yet,  entirely  severed  their 
^ecclesiastical  connection  with  their  Northern  brethren,  they 
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hme  %A€B  wkn  n^  hi  ngmi/^d  if  n  fmlMmgy  a(tep^  hf 
ffiiring  U>  co-openl^  iriUi  tbcNn  m  ^bm  Mitiionayy  Apw- 
•tioof.  la  coMieq«eac8  of  ibe  FoiCKffi  Miijoptrir  Bqiid  aI 
Ibe  Biptfil  TrieoDial  ConyonliiNi,  wiiich  Ui  id  sMt  qf  inftecr 
•tioof  JQ  Boston,  havii^  Mnoiiocftj  iM  ttocmibw  tiiw  Air 
iMniMtiop  to  f^um  to  i^pwit  wjr  oqnas  |l  mi wwufy,  .pfc» 
#iriied  Sk^es,  aii4  iomtod  ff^op  wUuoing  jdieBi  i»  hip  pwy[)QCr 
tjr ;  iMUiag,  '^  we  omi  qever  be  #  piui|r  to  aojr  mrtmagogwut 
which  wooM  imply  approbation  of  Slavery ; ''  the  Bofuni  pf 
4he  Vifgioiii  Miiaionarf  Sooiely  piopoM  t  GwwtioffP  of 
<BoQtfaem  Bapiifti ''  to  ooofer  op  the  bert  flgiisUiorf  «/  fiooKilr 
fag  Ibe  Fore^  Miaiipo  c»ii«!^^«qd,otb(ar  ioton^  of  ibeBap- 
iift  dejiOQUBalioD  in  tbe  9oiMb*"  Tim  fkfVfefOifm  atocsiwd- 
JAgly  unwtAei  in  4he  be^pniog  of  May  44  Ai]gu«to»  €rMi«^ 
audi  aAer  a  leiaiw.of  aevi^  dafs,  fyr^a^  a  mw  Uismtmff 
Bodftijf  wbofw  cefiitfre  of  €(>eiptiaiM  wiaa  to  be  at  tfie  Soiilii. 
^ia  iMenwiatiM  wai  proclaimed  to  Ifae  fnorld  in  m  ^^botk- 
iflg  addreaii  whi^h  recapilulatod  Uie  ii^)miea  (he  Soiilb(K9 
flaptifli  had  .reQe^ved  at  Ibe  baodf  of  thpie  of  Ae  Nortib ;  m- 
Aianilrated  f^eat  4be  viobttioii  of  Iheir  i;c«BpMt  and  Qoo- 
.itiiaftion ;  pMeatod  agaiaiH  ^  actioa  of  4be  Boiloo  Boaid ; 
^mouroed  oiw  tbe  x^eck  ihua  giaren  to^outbernbeiiei^leaQe; 
4Bd  faunented  over  tbe  ^oceeyitj  of  aepamtion^  It  is  iceo- 
.iohUory  to  koow,  bow^er^  Ibut  4beir  eeal  for  emiigeliiHAg 
ibe  world  ia  not  queoohed  by  this  nnluodneMof  tbcirftowuil 
teetbren,  Tbe  addrew  geea  oo  tp  molj,  '^^  wlb  ac^i,  ^^  09^ 
4wd  beartf  ^re  tiumeil  1(0  AurpMbaad  ithe  Kimnf^ — to  the 
iCoQitiQeat of  Afriea,  r-r  to  Ghiiiay.aiid  bor  tbvsly  naiUiona*  In 
jibe  South  we  bane  ipropertgr  wbidi  we  wiH.offfjf  to  ^  Ij^ 
landhis  oaped^'  tind  ag^iQ,  ^oar  bi^rea  tmre  pcegwl 
upon  every  inch  <ii  our  povilegei^  apd  afMsredflgbtfl^r^ihiit 
tbif  ahall  only  urge  our  guabiog  souk  to  yidd  prc^portiomitely 
of  their  reae^R^d  efibrts  ito  the  Loadi  rto  jthe  iChuoob  U«ivoisfi> 
and  toadying  world !^^ 
'Tbe  Meeting  of  tbe  American  fiapliit  iHome  Miaiiooaay 
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Society  wss  beld  about  tbb  thn^  of  the  AogHdta  Conventtoii/ 
ftt  Proviflente;  R.  L  A  propoBition  for  an  aonieabie  septtTA^ 
Aon  of  this  tociety,  which  hsd  been  referred  to  il  Committee 
ftt  the  h»t  Anhual  Meeting  to  report  to  this,  iVa»  discussed^ 
bot  no  deoisiM  miide;  The  Slaveholders  will  batd  to  d^ 
this  iirbrk  M*  diti^n  riso  tbemselVen^  Thi^  most  significant 
portibti  of  the  proceedings  consisted  in  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mir.  CbLtiER^  <'tbat  the  Board  should  not  bei^iifter  appoint 
8la?eh»ld^rs  as  Missionaries/'  which  was  adopted ;  but  lit  th^ 
saffie  session  a  motion  to  reconsider  this  resolution  was  made 
and  caitied.  Mr*  CotVEft  aftferwafds  moved  that  it  was  fn* 
^xp^Htfa  to  makls  such  appoihtment ;  but  upon  receiving  a»- 
itoraiieei^,  that  if  the  tesolutiohs  before  the  nfteeting  ittti 
passed,  without  this  amendment,  *^  the  Board  wodtd  hot  ap 
point  any  mah  MiMonary  who  held  property  in  hk  fellow 
riEiah/'  Mr.  Oottca  withJtrtw  his  amettdmtnt!  So  that  the 
Homrf  Misfiooary  86<^ifety  avoided  cdmraitting  itself  on  the 
sobjedt,  by  any  dht^  action;  It  is  not  probable,  howevei', 
tBat  the  flontherti  t>ortioti  of  the  Church  will  feel  safb  frote 
the  possibility  lif  rebuke,  until  it  has  imitated  the  exan^ple  of 
lie  Methodtt^  Church,  and  fottnally  and  entirely  separated 
itseK  frdin  its  Northern  connection. 

During  the  past  yeii^,  too,  the  Baptist  world  has  been  edi- 
ted by  a  Dlscassion  of  *'  Domestic  Slavery,  considered  as  a 
Scriptural  Iitstitution,''  conducted  by  two  of  its  most  distin- 
gntsbed  dmam^nts,  Dr.  Fhavtcis  WaItland,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  Dr.  Rioharo  Fuiler,  of  South  Caroltna;  These  rev-^ 
ertod  Chdmpions  conducted  tfte  conflict  with  aff  the  courte- 
sies of  efaivaliy;  Dr.  Fuller  maintained  the  exceAence  of 
IHarery,  as  a  whole,  while  he  gave  up  all  its  necessary  inci^ 
dents  and  concomitants  ih  detail.  Dr.  Wavland,  tboagh  he 
Irould  not  allotv  the  system  to  be  absolutely  righteous  in  it- 
seM^  yet  itaakbi  admisbions  enoc^  to  satisfy  an  impartial 
leader  that  it  is  net  necessarily  so  very  bad  a  thing  after 
mi    HSb  admiU  that  the  NeiD^  Testament  does  not  forbid 
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Slavery;  that  God  permitted  and  regulated  it  among  the 
Jews ;  that  a  man  cannot  manumit  his  slaves  if  the  law  for** 
bid  it ;  that  Southern  Slaveholders  are  not  to  be  compared 
with  African  Slave-^traders ;  that  were  he  a  Missionary  to  a 
Slaveholding  Heathen  nation,  he  should  not  insist  upon  eman*' 
cipation  as  a  condition  of  Church-membership ;  that  Stave- 
holding  is  not  always  and  everywhere  a  sin ;  that  simple  Slave- 
holding  ought  not  to  be  ground  of  excommunication ;  that  he 
perceives  but  little  to  object  to  in  the  conclusions  of  his  rev- 
erend brother;  and,  finally,  that  knowing  some  Christian 
Slaveholders,  who  have  voluntarily  remained  such  through 
life,  he  knows  not  how  they  could  have  acted  more  worthily! 
Well  may  the  Slaves  pray  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of 
such  friends ! 

The  Unitarian  denomination  have  uplifted  their  voice  of 
protestation  against  Slavery,  during  the  last  year,  in  decided 
and  emphatic  tones.  It  being  thought  by  some  of  the  Amer- 
ican clergymen,  that  the  delay,  if  not  the  language,  of  the  re- 
ply which  the  Unitarian  ministers  returned  to  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  them,  the  previous  year,  by  their  British  brethren, 
was  calculated  to  give  an  unjust  impression  to  the  world  of 
their  sense  of  the  enormity  of  Slavery,  a  protest  against  Amer- 
ican Slavery  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  one  hundred  and 
SEVENTY  ministers.  This  document  was  prepared  with  great 
care  and  skill,  and  contained,  in  a  brief  space,  the  argument 
against  Slavery,  couched  in  language  of  the  tersest  energy. 
It  was  widely  circulated  and  produced  a  strong  impression  on 
the  public  mind,  extending  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  de- 
nomination from  which  it  emanated.  It  is  an  observable  foot, 
and  one  significant  to  those  who  understand  the  nature  and 
history  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  that,  although  the  signers 
of  this  Protest  embraced  a  large  proportion  of  the  ministers  of 
that  denomination,  the  names  of  the  elder  and  leading  metro- 
politan ministers  are  not  to  be  found  annexed  to  it.  Our 
space  forbids  us  to  do  more  than  barely  mention  the  fiict,  and 
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we  leave  it  to  be  accounted  for  by  themselves,  or  bj  others 
who  may  feel  disposed  to  attempt  the  task. 

The  Society  of  Friends  have  always  claimed,  and  once  de- 
served, the, name  of  an  Anti-Slavery  Society.  We  have  in 
a  former  Report  endeavored  to  do  exact  justice,  in  this  behalf, 
and  to  show  where,  and  how,  the  Society  in  this  country  had, 
as  sach,  denied  its  former  testimonies.  The  Society  of  Friends, 
in  the  British  Islands,  have  furnished  many  of  the  very  chief- 
est  of  Abolitionists  in  times  past ;  and  it  was  in  a  great  de- 
gree owing  to  them  that  the  great  work  of  English  Fmanci- 
fNitioo  was  accomplished.  Among  the  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety there,  as  well  as  here,  we  still  number  many  of  our  heart- 
iest and  most  active  friends.  But  we  regret  to  say,  that  very 
lew,  if  any,  of  the  prominent  Friends,  who  had  visited  this 
country,  haye  been  able  to  withstand  the  pro-slavery  atmos- 
phere which  hangs  over  it,  and  to  stand  erect  and  utter  a 
^thful  testimony  in  the  ears  of  a  perverse  generation.  The 
last  year  has  furnished  a  new  proof  of  this  melancholy  fact 
It  is  well  known  that  two  or  three  years  ago  the  Society 
of  Friends  in  Indiana  split  on  the  rock  of  Slavery,  and 
that  the  Anti-Slavery  Friends  have  maintained  a  separate 
oiganization  ever  since.  The  London  Yearly  Meeting, 
grieved  at  this  breach  in  the  Society,  sent  four  of  its  mem- 
bers,   WlLLliJf   FOHSTEB,   JOSIAH   FoRSTER,    GeORGE    StACT 

.and  John  Allen,  to  convey  its  advice  to  the  seceding 
members  to  discontinue  their  meetings  for  worship,  and  at- 
tend those  from  which  they  had  withdrawn.  It  is  hardly  ne- 
.  cessary  to  say  that  their  mbsion  to  those  Friends,  and  to  the? 
Anti-Slavery  Friends  in  Iowa  belonging  to  their  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, was  eminently  unsuccessful.  In  the  discharge  of  their- 
errand,  while  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  while  journey-^ 
ing  thither,  we  believe  that  they  kept  themselves  scrupulously 
separate  from  Abolitionists,  and  that  their  influence,  as  far  as; 
it  extended,  was  hostile  to  the  great  Anti-Slavery  Enterprise^ 
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which  is  open  to  ihe  genuine  friends  of  freedom,  of  all  opin* 
ioni ,  and  of  every  discipline^  who  are  willing  to  combine  for 
the  overthrow  of  Slaver j. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions  have  taken  pains  to  define  their  position  in  relation  to 
Slavery  in  clear  and  precise  terms.  The  question  having  been 
raised  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board  whether  the  Mi»* 
sionaries  to  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  tribes  of  Indians,  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  allowed  to  admit  Slaveholding  converts 
to  Christian  communion,  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  of 
which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woods  was  Chairman.  At  the  lastmee^ 
ing  of  the  Board,  this  Committee  presented  a  report  drawn  up 
with  much  subtlety  and  address,  in  which  an  attempt  wai 
made  to  confound  the  true  point  at  issue  of  American  chat- 
tel Slavery,  with  the  evils  of  ca$ie  in  India,  and  the  variooa 
forms  of  oppression  which  prevail  in  Heathen  countries,  an^ 
then  the  general  principle  is  applied  to  all,  that  the  Misrion- 
aries  are  to  decide  in  each  case,  how  flir  any  of  these  are  hat' 
pediments  to  admission  to  the  Church  of  Christ !  The  Board 
therefore  decline  instructing  their  Missionaries  <m  this  point ; 
and,  farther,  distinctly  affirm  that  "  they  cannot  think  that, 
in  all  cases.  Slavery  involves  individual  guilt  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  every  person  implicated  in  it  can,  on  Scriptural 
grounds,  be  excluded  from  Christian  fellowship!  "  In  sup^ 
port  of  this  exposition  of  the  evangelical  doctrine  of  church- 
discipline,  the  sentiments  and  language  of  Dr.  Chalmvrs,  to 
the  same  effect,  are  quoted,  and  with  them,  it  affirms,  that 
"  ihe  whole  General  Aaembltf  of  the  Dree  Chtaxh  of  Stot^ 
land  u$uin%mautly  concur! ''  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Abo- 
litionists of  Scotland,  of  that  communion,  will  take  measures  to 
exonerate  themselves  from  the  imputation  of  this  pro^kvery 
unanimity. 

The  Report  goes  on  to  declare,  virtually,  that  Slavery  is 
not  a  sin ;  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  Missionaries  to  inter- 
fere with  it,  durectly;  that  the  only  hope  of  its  abolition  it 
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throagh  *<  the  infliienee  of  the  Goipel,  oonveyed  io  the  Bpixit 
of  meekaen  and  love ! "  Which  may  be  interpreted  to  mean, 
conveyed  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  equanimity,  or  discompose 
the  complacency^  of  the  Slave-masters.  Dr.  Bacon  intro- 
duced resolutions,  admitting  that  Slaveholding  was  not,  in  all 
cases,  sin,  but  affirming  that  th^  who  buy  and  sell  slaves  and 
treat  them  as  property  must  of  necessity  be  treated,  <'  do  not 
give  satisfectory  evidence  of  bei^g  born  again,  or  having  the 
spirit  of  Christ!''  Mr.  Phelps  introduced  resolutions,  of 
which  the  point  was,  that  the  Board  would  withdraw  its 
support  from  Missionaries  who  received  Slaveholders  to  the 
Church,  on  the  same  ground  that  it  would  withdraw  such 
support  in  case  of  the  admission  of  gamblers,  drunkards  and 
the  like.  All  these  resolutions,  however,  were  rejected,  and 
the  Report  adopted,  after  a  long  discussion,  without  a  dis- 
senting voice  !  Thus  this  powerful  body  has  taken  a  bolder 
positioii  than  it  has  yet  assumed,  and,  encompassing  Slavery 
about  with  the  protection  of  its  great  name  and  mighty  influ- 
OBce,  it  has  well  earned  the  distinction  of  being  the  loftiest 
and  the  strongest  of  all  her  bulwarks. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  interesting  ecclestasticd  develop- 
ments of  the  last  twelvemonth.  We  have  no  room  even  to 
mention  the  action  of  Presbyteries  and  Churches,  of  Conven-* 
tions  and  of  individuals,  which  might  come  under  this  divi- 
sion of  our  subject.  We  can  only  say  that  the  Church  ha» 
again  borne  witness  to  the  fermentation  which  the  Anti* 
Slavery  sentiment  is  creating  in  the  community ;  and  that 
fidelity  on  the  part  of  Abolitionists  only  is  necessary  to  make 
her  elect  between  the  performance  of  her  duty  to  the  Slave 
and  her  own  destruction* 

In  the  slight  sketch  whidi  we  have  thus  given  of  the  action 
of  these  various  religious  bodies,  we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be 
suspected  of  exercising  any  partiality  in  the  judgment  we 
have  passed  upon  them.  We  view  the  rdigious,  as  well  as 
the  p<ditical,  events  which  afi*ect  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause,  from 
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the  broad  and  high  platform  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause.  We 
endeavor  to  look  at  them  with  the  eye  of  the  Slave,  and  to 
pronounce  upon  their  character,  as  he  would  do,  did  he  oc- 
cupy our  stand-point.  As  we  welcome  to  our  platform  men 
of  all  creeds  and  establishments,  without  questioning  the  or- 
igin of  the  one  or  the  authority  of  the  other,  but  only  asking 
the  employment  of  both  for  the  deliverance  of  the  captives ; 
so  do  we  look  with  impartial  eyes  upon  the  contests  which  are 
going  on  in  the  religious  and  political  worlds,  only  entreating 
of  all  to  suspend  their  strife  with  each  other,  for  a  time,  and 
make  common  cause  with  us  for  the  destruction  of  Slavery. 
We  call  upon  all  men  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  them  that 
are  drawn  unto  death,  from  the  Pope  of  Rome  to  the  most 
radical  Come-outer  of  them  all,  and  we  do  not  stop  to  inquire 
as  to  their  ri^ht  to  use  or  to  reject  the  spiritual  power  which 
they  claim,  or  abjure ;  we  only  demand  of  them  to  use  what- 
ever influence  or  authority  they  can  employ  for  the  removal 
of  any  crime,  for  the  extinction  of  this  sum  of  all  crimes. 
We  do  not  undertake  to  affirm  whether  the  Calvinist  is  right 
in  deciding,  on  evidence,  whether  a  man's  state  of  mind  and 
manner  of  life  entitle  him  to  the  Christian  name  and  privi- 
leges, or  whether  the  Unitarian  is  wrong  in  making  each  man 
the  final  judge  of  these  things,  in  his  own  case,  without  ap- 
peal ;  we  only  ask  of  both  to  treat  Slaveholding  and  Slave- 
holders as  they  treat  all  other  sins  and  sinners.  As  Aboli- 
tionists, we  have  no  contest  with  the  Church  and  with  the 
State,  as  such.  It  is  only  a  Pro-Slavert  Church  and  a 
Pro-Slavert  State  that  we  denounce  and  come  out  from. 
Clergymen  and  Quakers,  Church-members  and  Came-ouiers, 
Politicians  and  Non-Resistants,  all  stand  on  an  equal  footing 
upon  our  platform.  As  Abolitionists,  we  have  no  test  but  the 
fidelity  of  every  man  to  his  own  rule  of  duty ;  no  creed,  but 
the  inherent  wickedness  of  Slavery  and  the  duty  of  immediate 
emancipation.  Our  intolerance  and  exclusiveness  consist 
in  trying  every  man  by  the  standard  which,  not  we,  but  he 
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biiiiielf  has  erected  and  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  one.  We 
have  no  religious  or  political  test,  but  we  insist  upon  men's 
consistency,  in  the  matter  of  Slavery,  with  those  which  they 
have  themselves  set  up.  And  we  claim  the  right  to  point 
out,  in  such  terms  as  we  think  the  case  demands,  such  incon* 
sistencies  of  profession  and  practice,  of  words  and  deeds,  as 
we  deem  the  cause  of  the  helpless  millions,  in  whose  behalf 
we  speak,  demands.  This  being  the  philosophy,  or  rather  the 
plain  common-sense,  of  our  association,  we  invite  all,  of  aH 
opinions,  creeds  and  climes,  to  come  with  such  weapons  as 
they  can  bring,  and  join  us  in  this  work  of  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery, — a  work  which  is,  when  stripped  of  the  sophistries 
which  have  been  thrown  around  it  by  pro-Slavery  priests  and 
politicians,  merely  the  plainest  benevolence  and  the  simplest 
humanity. 


OVn  PBOSPECTS. 

We  have  thus  taken  a  hasty  glance  at  the  year  which  has 
just  hurried  past  us, — a  year  crowded  with  great  events,  and 
attended  by  portentous  shadows  of  others  yet  to  come.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  triumph  to  Slavery,  of  jubilee  and  rejoicing  to 
those  who  desire  its  permanent  establishment  and  high  supre- 
macy. The  battle  has  been  fought,  and  the  victory  has  gone 
against  Liberty.  Thirty  thousand  foreign  Slaves  are  incor- 
porated with  the  nation,  groaqing  in  our  own  house  of  bond- 
age, and  the  energies  of  the  domestic  Slave-trade  are  revived 
and  directed  to  new  marts  for  men.  The  gradual  revolution 
which  has  been  at  work  for  fifty  years,  metamorphosing  the 
government  which  our  Others  established,  as  they  thought,  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity, into  a  Slaveholding  oligarchy,  perverting  its  powers  to 
the  perpetuation  and  extension  of  Slavery,  is  now  completed. 
An  insignificant^  minority  of  the  people,  ia  virtue  of  their 
7* 
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ownership  in  human  beings,  possesses  a  clear  majority  of 
▼oices  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  controls 
and  directs  the  offices,  the  laws  and  the  policy  of  the  country. 
While  in  the  mother  country  the  effect  of  the  slow  revolu- 
tion in  men's  minds  has  been  to  transfer  the  political  power  of 
the  State  from  the  aristocratic  to  the  popular  branch,  its  re- 
sults in  this  republic  has  been  exactly  the  reverse.  The  Sen- 
ate is  a  body  of  vastly  greater  real  power  than  the  House  of 
Lords,  for  its  selfishness  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  royal  pre- 
rogative of  the  indefinite  multiplication  of  peerages.  It  is  as 
absolute  as  the  Council  of  Ten.  No  appointment  can  be 
made,  no  law  changed,  without  its  consent.  And  yet  this  om- 
nipotent body  is  the  tool  of  a  privil^ed  class,  —  not  much,  if 
"at  all,  exceeding  one  hunored  THousAmo  voting  men !  And 
this  a  class,  too,  —  thus  strong  in  its  presumptive  privilege  of 
piracy,  its  hereditary  rights  of  robbery,  —  of  necessity  and 
from  the  nature  of  things,  the  necessary  and  natural  enemy  of 
^he  free  labor  and  the  free  laborers  they  control  and  govern  ! 
In  view  of  the  present  triumphant  ascendancy  of  the  Slave 
!Power,  may  we  not  reasonably  despair  of  success,  and  throw 
ourselves  without  a  farther  struggle  into  the  stream  of  events 
^hich  is  hurrying  us,  as  well  as  the  Slaves,  to  hopeless  des- 
truction ?  Have  we  not  been  spending  our  labor  and  our 
strength  for  nought  ?  Is  there  any  gleam  of  hope  left  to  light 
us  on  the  devious  way  we  are  to  tread  ?  To  whomsoever  else 
the  present  juncture  may  seem  one  fit  to  excite  nothing  but  des- 
pondency, to  the  intelligent  abolitionist  it  has  another  aspect 
Despair  is  not  a  word  written  in  his  vocabulary.  In  these 
-events,  which  he  descried  afar  off,  when  a  false  security  lulled 
^11  other  hearts,  he  sees  only  the  necessary  results  of  causes  he 
^iias  long  known  to  exist.  He  even  beholds  in  them  proofs  of 
'the  progress  of  the  Anti-Slavery  idea,  and  recognizes  them  as 
^authentic  witnesses  of  the  success  of  his  own  agitation.  He 
'knew  from  the  beginning  that  Slavery  could  not  be  abolished 
^without  a  fearful  struggle,  and  he  expected  that  the  resistance 
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of  Slavery  would  be  in  exact  proportion  to  the  aggressions  of 
Liberty.  He  is  not  cast  down  when  he  sees  the  Slave  Power 
overieaping  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  and  appropriating 
to  its  vile  oses,  by  an  audacious  larceny,  a  domain  equal 
in  extent  to  some  of  the  proudest  kingdoms  of  Europe  ;  lor 
be  sees  in  this  act  of  desperation,  the  proof  that  it  feels  that 
its  throne  is  shaken,  and  that  its  sceptre  trembles  in  its  gripe. 
The^ spirit  of  Slavery  is  aroused  because  the  spirit  of  Liberty 
is  awakening,  and  now,  like  the  good  and  evil  prkicif^s  of 
tfie  Persians,  they  are  ^hting  with  each  other  for  the  mastery ; 
and  in  this  awakening  of  the  sphrit  of  liberty  he  sees  the  fruit 
and  the  reward  of  his  own  toils  and  testimonies.  And  in  the 
very  fierceness  of  the  conflict  between  Liberty  and  Slavery,  he 
sees  the  first  struggles  of  the  Revolution  whose  cradle  he  has 
rocked,  and  to  whose  gathering  strength  he  looks  for  deliver- 
ance for  himself  and  bis  children. 

The  developements  of  the  last  year  are  due  to  no  new  spirit 
infused  into  the  heart  of  this  nation.  It  is  the  same  spirit 
whose  subtle  workings  we  have  been  watching  for  years,  that 
has  been  busy  in  this  work  of  destruction.  It  is  true  that  it 
was  aroused,  but  was  not  created,  by  the  Anti-Slavery  zeal  of 
later  years.  The  reptile  has  started  up  into  a  demon  at  the 
touch  of  the  Anti-Slavery  spear ;  but  it  was  no  less  a  devil 
when  hid  under  its  disguise.  Slavery  has  always  been  the 
paramount  lord  of  this  people,  in  effect.  It  is  better  that  it 
should  be  so  in  name,  as  well  as  in  deed.  The  forms  of  a 
Republic  are  all  that  we  have  had  for  many  years ;  we  are 
none  the  more  slaves  that  the  Imperial  Power  grows  more 
and  more  careless  about  keeping  up  the  farce  of  freedom. 
The  spirit  of  Slavery  is  no  stronger,  the  spirit  of  Liberty  is  no 
weaker,  now,  than  it  was  fifteen  years  ago,  when  the  first  warn- 
ing cry  resounded  in  the  unwilling  ears  of  a  sleeping  nation. 
Our  loss  is  only  apparent ;  our  gain  is  real.  If  the  Annexation 
of  Texas  has  been  rendered  necessary,  as  we  believe,  by  the 
progress  of  Anti-Slavery  agitation,  the  cause  may  be  well  ad- 
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nitted  to  be  mote  significant  tbmn^  ib^  elect.  The  Ssve* 
holders  know  th&t  their  chertsfaed  system  eiisti  bat  by  North* 
ern  snfl^raace.  The  more  outiageotts  their  Tioiatioos  oi 
Northern  rights  in  defence  of  that  system,,  the  more  plamly 
do  they  ooofess  their  inrttnctive  perception  of  the  changing 
slale  of  the  Northern  mind,  and  the  more  reasonable  is  the 
probability  that  the  North  may  be  aroused  to  an  effectual  re* 
sistance.  Subjection  to  an  irresponsible  tyranny,  and  nol  iti 
ezcemes,  is  the  evil  which  our  Fathers  taught  us,  by  precept 
and  by  exarofde,  to  resist  to  the  uttermost.  A  secret  tyranny 
is  more  fatal  than  an  open  one^  and  the  very  atrocities  which 
reveal  its  existence,  may  be  the  meana  appointed  for  its  des* 
traction.  Therefore  we  are  of  good  cheer,  even  in  the  pres* 
ence  of  this  portentous  event,  knowing  that  it  lies  greatly  io 
our  hands  whether  it  shall  remain  a  Curse,  or  be  transmuted 
into  a  Blessing,  to  our  country  and  to  mankind* 


O0&  DU1T» 

What  then  is  our  duty,  at  this  momentous  crisis?  The 
same  which  was  ours  in  each  successive  crisis  which  has  her* 
aided  this,  and  which  will  still  be  ours  in  each  that  will  follow 
after  it,  in  its  due  turn,  till  all  be  accomplished.  It  is,  tocoii»> 
tinue  to  maintain  that  faithful  testimony,  which  has  compelled 
the  reluctant  people  to  pause  and  listen  to  the  tale  of  the 
Slave's  wrongs  and  of  their  own  blood-guiltmess.  It  is,  to 
continue  to  be  the  reproachful  conscience  of  this  guiky  nap 
tion,  giving  it  no  peace  in  its  dreams  of  power  and  wealth, 
until  it  shall  repent  and  release  its  captives^  It  is^  to  uphold 
that  great  Agitation  which  ever  stands  in  the  presence  of  this 
tyrant  nation,  and  commands  it.  in  the  name  of  the  Living 
God,  to  let  his  people  go !  And  still  to  point  out  to  it,  the 
loathsome  plagues  and  hideous  destruction  in  which  its  disso> 
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bedience  to  this  incessant  command  is  plunging  it,  and  to  show 
the  only  way  of  escape. 

This  is  the  mission  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Enterprise.  Im- 
perfectly as  that  mission  has  been  performed,  many  as  hare 
been  the  obstacles  which  the  hostility  of  open  enemies,  and 
the  treachery  of  pretended  friends,  have  thrown  in  the  way 
of  its  discharge,  it  has  still  been  of  power  sufficient  to  shake 
the  nation.  It  was  not  our  numbers,  for  we  are  few ;  it  was 
not  our  strength,  for  we  are  weak,  as  men  count  strength ;  it 
was  our  measure  of  fidelity,  that  has  enabled  us  to  arouse 
the  sluggish  mind  of  this  people,  and  to  pour  our  words  of 
warning  and  of  rebuke  into  their  ears,  whether  they  would 
hear  or  whether  they  would  forbear.  It  is  only  by  the  same 
unselfish  and  uncompromising  testimony  that  we  can  hope  to 
complete  the  change  in  the  heart  of  this  nation,  which  will  de- 
cree the  triumph  of  our  accomplished  warfare.  Fidelity  and 
ACTIVITY  are  the  two  chief,  the  two  only  essential,  elements 
of  our  success.  Let  us  not  be  seduced  to  lower  our  standard, 
or  to -relax  our  efforts;  and,  should  we  fail  of  the  victory,  we 
shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  deserved  it. 

The  mission  of  the  Abolitionists  is  a  high  and  holy  one.  They 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  social  state  to  which  we  owe  the 
rapid  deterbration  of  our  national  morals  and  the  destruction 
of  our  free  national  institutions.  At  each  advancing  stridet 
of  Slavery,  in  times  past,  there  were  always  found  brave  naen 
who  opposed  a  dauntless  breasts  to  its  usurpations ;  but  when 
their  resistance  was  in  vain,  and  Slavery  was  triumphant,  they 
submitted  quietly,  if  not  patiently,  and  their  voice  of  remon* 
strance  was  heard  no  more.  They  had  been  taught  to  re- 
gard Slavery  as  a  necessary  evil,  for  which  none  living  were 
responsible,  and  they  felt  no  call  to  protest  against  it,  except 
at  times  when  their  own  rights  were  imminently  endangered 
by  it.  Thus  the  prescriptive  rights  of  Slavery  came  to  be 
looked  upon  at  the  North,  as  well  as  at  the  South,  as  sacred, 
and  the  first  interference  with  them,  as  treasonable.     But 
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ttew  tbe  great  doelrioe  of  Immediate  Emaneipatioii  Immt  bees 
proclaimed.  Slavery  is  denoanced  as  a  vudum  in  «•)  a  m  to 
be  immediately  abandoaed.  A  body  of  mett  has  now  exist- 
ed for  fifteen  years  in  the  country  whose  very  name  and  being 
Hi  a  perpetual  protest  against  Slavery.  It  has  been  theur  boa^- 
sees  to  attack  it  at  aU  times,  and  in  all  places,  and  to  drive  it 
from  one  fastness  to  another. 

They  have  never  slumbered  not  slept,  but  their  odiow 
tnitha  have  been  ever  reiterated  in  the  hearing  of  the  nation. 
They  make  continual  claim  for  the  righti  of  the  Slave,  and 
will  not  suffer  them  lo  be  lost  by  their  default  The  great 
change  which  we  have  witnessed  im  the  public  mind  within 
those  few  years,  is  mainly  owing  to  their  importunity.  It  it 
to  the  continuance  of  that  importunity,  to  this  keeping  of  tbe 
wrongs  of  the  Slave,  and  of  their  own  guilty  participation  in 
them,  continually  in  the  minds  of  the  free,  that  we  are  to 
hope  for  a  triumphant  success.  It  is  this  eleoaent  of  mccB^ 
sant,  impracticable,  imporUsnate  Abditionismthat  distinguishes 
the  present  era  from  all  that  preceded  it,  and  makea  it  the 
Baptist,  if  not  the  Mesuah,  of  Emancipation* 

Such  being  the  trust  which  is  laid  upon  the  American  Ab- 
olitionists, let  them  see  to  it  that  they  are  frdthfel  to  it.  Let 
them  feel  its  dignity,  as  weU  as  its  importance^  It  is  no  smaH 
privilege  in  a  sordid  and  self-seeking  age,  devoted  to  low 
ami  ephemeral  interests,  to  be  permitted  to  discover  the 
gnuideur  and  &r-reaching  issues  of  ti»  passage  of  the  workPs 
history  which  we  are  now  helping  to  fill  up*  To  have  a 
lofty  and  ennobling  object  of  pursuit,  not  the  paltry  strifes  of 
party  for  the  predominance  of  this,  or  the  other,  scheme  of 
national  selfishness^  but  even  the  eitension  of  human  free- 
dom>  and  the  restoration  of  their  rights  to  a  natiiMi  of  enslaved 
millions  within  our  borders,  is  a  blessing  which  they  only  whe 
deserve  can  appreciate.  The  Abolition  of  American  Slavery 
is  the  only  event  of  this  age  and  country  which  will  daim  an 
imperishable  record  on  the  tablet  of  History.    It  is  the  only 
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event  which  will  aflect  the  daily  life  and  substantial  happiness 
of  millions  yet  to  be.  Happy  is  he  who,  amid  the  noise  and 
dust  of  the  surrounding  world,  can  discern  this  great  event 
slowly,  but  certainly,  working  out  its  own  accomplishment ! 
Happier  he,  who,  for  no  self-ends,  joins  the  train  of  its  faith- 
ful friends,  and  devotes  himself  ungrudgingly  to  its  service, 
content  with  the  reward  of  knowing  that  he  thus  best  satisfies 
the  demands  of  his  own  soul,  of  his  race,  and  of  his  God ! 
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TREASUKER»S  REPORT. 


2V  rtcMrii  ffilo  the  Treoiury  qf  tht  Mas$adm$dt$  Anii  Slavery  Society , 
from  January  20, 1845,  to  January  ],  1846,  have  been  aa/oUoWf  viz,    ^ 


Balanee  of  old  aocount,  

From  Upton  Union  A.  S.  S.  by  W.  L.  Garriion, 
**     Collections  made  at  annual  meeting,  by  H.  W.  Williami, 
*«     Rents  ofpan  of  office,  85  Corahill,        .... 
*^     Ladies*  A.  S.  Fair  in  Salem,  by  Adelia  Roberts,  treasurer, 

««      Sales  of  book  at  35  ComhiU, 

••      Collections  at  N.  £.  Convention,  by  H.  W.  Williams, 

**      Uzbridge  A.  S.  Society,  by  G.  Capron,        .        .        .        . 

«      Cambridgeport  A.  S.  Society,  by  W.  Farwell, 

^      Weymouth  and  Braintree  FemaJe  A.  S.  Society  Fair,  by 


L.  A.  Cowing,  treasurer, 
Sundry  individual  subscriptions,  as  advertised  in  the 
Liberator,        ....... 


$385  68 

100  00 

144  98 

98  50 

100  00 

845  00 

186  51 

50  00 

16  00 

80  00 

94  00 


Bfaking  total  amount  of  receipts,      f  1394  67 

The  disbursements  during  the  same  time  have  been 

as  follow,  viz. : 
Paid  for  rent  of  office,  35  Cornbill,        ....     f300  00 
**  For  printing  Annual  Report  of  the  Board,  82  90 

**  Expenses  of  Annual  Meeting,  ...  95  85 

*<  Per  order  of  the  Board,  to  the  American  Society,         150  00 
*«  Charles  K.  Whipple  for  his  services  as  Affent,  865  59 

**  Expenses  of  N.  £.  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  .        .     108  18 
<«  Perkins  &Co*s.  bill  of  paper,      ....  250 

**  S.  S.  Foster  for  balance  due  him  for  former  services,    20  00 
•*   Printing  handbills,  •  .      3  50 

^  Expenses  of  Agents  on  1st  of  August  Anniversary,  by 

C.  K.  Whipple,    .....  14  00 

««  For  Liberators  sent  to  Members  of  Congress,  86  00 

**  L.  Moody,  for  services  as  Agent,    ...  28  15 

Making  total  amount  of  disbursements,  — ^.^  $1096  01 

Leaving  a  balance  in  treasury,  on  Jan.  1,  f898  66 

SAMUEL  PHILBRICK,  Trbuvrir. 
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AUDITOR'S  CERTIFICATE. 

BpSTON,  Jan.  24, 1846.  —  I  hav^e  examined  the  foregoing  account  of  the 
Foceipts  aod  disbursements  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  from 
Jan.  20, 1845,  to  the  present  time,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

£DMUND  JACKSON,  Avdito^ 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 
1846. 

PRESIDCIIT. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Boetoiu 

VICE     PRESIDENTS. 


Seth  Spraoue,  Duxbury, 
Andrew  Robeson,  New  Bedford, 
Nath'l  B.  Borden,  Fall  River, 
Stillman  Lothrop,  Cambridge, 
Amos  Farns worth,  Grotx)n, 
Joseph  Southwick,  Chelsea, 
Adin  Ballou,  Milford, 
John  M.  Fisk,  West  Brookfield, 
Joshua  T.  Everett,  Princeton, 
Epfinoham  L.  Capron,  Uxbridge, 
William  B.  Earle,  Ijeicester, 
Jefferson  Church,  Springfield, 
Horatio  G.  Wood,  Middleboro', 
William  B.  Stone,  Gardner, 
Oliver  Gardner,  Nantucket, 


Samuel  Mat,  Leicester, 
Harris  Cowdrt,  Acton, 
Nathan  Webster,  Haverhill, 
George  Hott,  Athol, 
Theodore  P.  Locke,  Westminster, 
William  Bassett,  Lynn, 
John  C.  Gore,  Roxbury, 
Caroline  Weston,  New  Bedford, 
Zenas  Rhoades,  N.  Marlboro', 
Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.,  Fitchburg, 
JusiAH  GiFFORD,  Sandwich, 
George  Miles,  Westminster, 
James  N.  Buffum,  Lynn, 
Cyrus  Pierce,  Newton, 
John  T.  Hilton,  Cambridge. 


corresponding    secretary. 
EDMUND  QUINCY,  Dedham. 

RECORDING  SECRSTART. 

HENRY  W.  WILLIAMS,  Boston. 

TREASURER. 

SAMUEL  PHILBRICK,  Brookline. 

AUDITOR. 

EDMUND  JACKSON,  Boston. 


COUNSELLORS. 


Wm.  L.  Garrison, 
Maria  W.  Chapman, 
Cornelius  Bramhall, 
Henry  I.  Bowditch, 
Robert  F.  Walcutt, 
John  M.  Spear, 


Wendell  Phillips, 
John  Rogers, 
Anne  W.  Weston, 
Charles  L.  Rfmond, 
Eliza  Lee  Follen, 
Charles  K.  Whipple. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE    FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING,   1846. 


Pursuant  to  the  notification  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavbrt  Society,  according  to  its  Con- 
stitution, the  Fourteebth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Tremont 
Temple,  on  the  28th,  29th  and  30th  of  January. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  Jan.  28,  the  President  of  the  Society, 
FRANCIS  JACKSON,  took  the  chair. 

After  prayer,  by  J.  M.  Speas,  the  following  persons  were  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Secretaries : — 

Daniel  Ricketson,  of  New  Bedford, 
Samuel  Dter,  of  Abington, 
Mart  P.  Kennt,  of  Salem. 

Committees  were  then  appointed,  as  follows: — Committee  on 
Basiness: 

William  Llotd  Garrison, 
Wendell  Phillips, 
Maria  Weston  Chapman, 
Charles  Lenox  Remono, 
Parker  Pillsburt, 
C.  C.  Burleigh, 
William  A.  White. 

Committee  on  the  Roll  and  Finance:  — 

LORINO  MOODT, 

J.  T.  Eterett, 
Frederic  S.  Cabot 
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Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers :  — 

Edmund  Quinct,  Norfolk  Co. 
Seth  Sprague,  Plymouth  Co. 
.  John  T.  .Hwroit,  Middlesex  Co. 
LoRiNG  Moody,  Barnstable  Co. 
J.  T.  Everett,  Worcester  Co. 
Nathan  "Webster,  Essex  Co. 
Robert  F.  Walcutt,  Suffolk  Co. 
Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.,  Worcester  Co. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted.  Selections  from 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  were  read  by  the  Cor- 
respoDding  Seccetaiy,  Edmund  CUuacy,  of  Dedhatp* 

WCDNSSDAT   AFTfiRKODN* 

.The  subjectHniitter  of  the  follQwing.MeaioriQl  wtsdisousi^dy  and 
finally  adopted,  unanimously.  The  bubseqnttit  noMlutionB  were 
ateo  adopted,  after  diseuasion,  with  great  analiimity. 

To  the  Honorable   the  Senate  and  If&use  of  Rq^resentattves  of 

Btassacliusetis, 

Whereas,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has,  through 
her  Legislature,  with  great  utianimity,  In  the  years  1843, 1844  and 
1645,  solemnly  and  strcftinoualy  protested  against  the  admissiiA,  by 
the  federal  government,  of  the  foreign  nation  of  Texas,  as  a  Statei 
into  this  Union,.  bec(uiae  the  act  Mtould  be  in  direct  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statef ,  and  becinse  it  would  perpetuate 
the  Slavery  of  a  portion  of  mankind  in  America,  and  because  it 
would  extend  the  unequal  rule  of  representation  by  federal  num- 
bers, over  a  new  region  never  within  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  consented  to  its  establishment,  at  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution  :  — 

And,  whereas,  "  the  consent  of  the  executive  and  legislative  de- 
partments of  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  been  given  " 
to  this  iniquitous  project  in  a  manner  as  unconstitutional  as  it  was 
profligate,  and  the  aforesaid  '  foreign  nation  of  Texas'  is  now  recog- 
.nized  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union :" — 

Therefore,  the  undersigned  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this  Com- 
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moiiwletld},  teap^etfulljr  «a4  ^ffraestjy  c^l  upoa  tbe  Logislaiure  to 
declare  -^  '^  That  Maisachusetts  hereby  refueee  to  acknowledge  tht 
act  of  the  general  goveminent  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  thf 
admiseioQ  of  Texaa,  as  a  legal  act : ''  *— ''  That  the  annexation  of  a 
large  alaveholdi^ff  territory  at  the  will  of  the  goTernment  of  th« 
United  States,  with  the  declared  inUnlion  of.giving  strength  to  th^ 
institution  of  dctoiestic  slavery  in  these  States^  is  an  alarming  sen* 
cf  otOhBieat  upon  tbe  fights  of  the  Union,  a  perversion  of  the  prin^ 
•il^les  of  r^ublican  government)  a  deliberate  assault  upon  the  coni" 
promiees  of  the  Constitution,  and  denaands  the  strenuous,  united  and 
persevering  opposition  of  all  pef  sons,  without  distinction,  who  claim 
U>  be  the  friends  of  hum^n  liberty  ; " —  That  inasmuch  as  the  old 
Union  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  its  recognition  as  still  binding,  by 
Massachusetts^  would  be  traitorous  to  ihe  cause  of  human  liberty  «-^ 
to  sanction  a  great  national  crime  —  to  submit  to  an  absolute .  des- 
potism — 10  co*o|^al)e  for  the  perpetuation  of  slavery  and  the  slave^ 
trade  —  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  the  lie  to  all  the  solemn  declar 
rations  of.  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  — 
therefore  it  is  the  daty  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
this  State  in  Congress,  immediately  to  return  home  to  their  constit- 
uents, atid  Che  duty  of  the  People  of  Massachusetts  immediately  to 
hold  a  general  convention  for  the  purpose  of  framing  an  indepen^ 
dent  and  free  government,  either  for  herself  alone,  or  with  such 
other  States  as  may  be  disposed  to  co-operate  with  her  in  trampling 
upon  tyratmy,  and  carrying  into  full  effect  t))e  self-evident  truths  set 
forth  in  the  old  Declaration  of  Independence. 

1,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a 
delegation  of  two  gentlemen,  to  be  invited  by  this  Society,  at  the 
present  time,  to  visit  Haiti  for  three  months  on  anti-slavery  duties, 
and  that  they  be  intrusted  with  such  letters  and  instructions,  as  the 
committee  shall  deem  expedient.  Also,  that  their  necessary  ex- 
penses, and  a  suitable  salary,  be  paid  them  from  the  funds  of  this 
Society. 

[Hereupon  W.  Phillips,  C.  L.  Remond  and  M.  W.  Chapman 
were  chosen  a  committee,  and  they  advised  the  appointment  of 
C.  L.  Remond  and  David  Lee  Child  as  envoys  of  the  Society.] 

2.  Resolvedf  That  the  friends  of  the  cause,  in  those  towns  of  the 
State  where  separate  colored  schools  are  established,  be  urged  to 
see  to  it,  that  oar  colored  fellow-citizens  are  fully  informed  of  their 
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rights  under  the  recent  law  of  the  CoimBon wealth,  and  afford  them 
all  possible  aid  in  securing  the  full  and  equal  enjoyment  of  the  pub- 
lic schools ;  and  if  either  the  terms  of  the  law,  or  the  indifference 
of  the  public,  shall  suffice  to  keep  alife  this  enormous  abuse  of  the 
common  schod  system,  then  so  tb  bring  the  matter  before  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  State  as  to  correct  this  injustice. 

3.  Mesolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  signal  victory  achieved 
by  the  Slave  Power  during  the  past  year,  by  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  this  Union,  there  is  great  danger  that'^a  moral  paralysis  will  seize 
on  the  pc^ular  mind  and  heart ;  and  that  an  event,  which,  in  view 
of  its  unparalleled  atrocity,  should  be  the  cause  of  the  q>eedy  down- 
fall of  slavery,  by  combining  against  it  the  irresistible  power  of  the 
people,  will  only  give  a  new  and  long  lease  to  its  existence,  and 
extinguish  the  last  hope  for  the  salvation  of  the  republic. 

4.  Mesolved,  That  the  friends  of  the  antinslavery  cause  be  urged 
to  co-operate  in  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
this  Society,  as  large  a  sum  as  practicable,  to  be  exclusively  devoted 
to  the  support  of  lecturing  agents  in  this  Commonwealth. 

[The  money  raised  in  pledges  and  in  cash  during  the  meetings, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  $1800.00.] 

5.  Resolved,  That  Charles  Sumner  and  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson, 
who  have  refused  to  lecture  before  the  New  Bedford  Lyceum,  on 
account  of  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons,  deserve  the  warmest 
thanks  of  every  friend  of  justice  and  humanity ;  and  we  rejoice  that 
the  testimony  thus  nobly  borne  comes  from  a  quarter,  which  must 
strike  a  strong  blow  against  the  prejudice  of  color,  and  carry  home 
a  severe  rebuke  to  those  who,  by  their  acts,  have  yielded  to  the  base 
and  wicked  spirit  of  the  South,  and  violated  the  boasted  principles 
of  Northern  liberty. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  visit  of  Frederick  Douglass 
across  the  ocean,  as  an  American  Slave,  with  feelings  of  warm  com- 
mendation and  brotherly  regard ;  that  the  generous  and  highly  Jiouot- 
able  reception  which  has  been  given  to  him  by  the  people  of  Ireland, 
fills  us  with  unmingled  pleasure,  as  it  will  inflict  a  staggering  blow 
on  the  anti-republican  and  anti-Christian  spirit  of  American  caste ; 
and  that,  not  doubting  that  the  same  hospitable  and  manly  treat- 
ment which  he  has  experienced  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  will  be  ex- 
tended to  him  by  the  people  of  Scotland  and  England,  and  that 
his  foreign  mission  will  be  of  the  largest  service  to  our  enterprise. 
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we  trast  he  will  in  due  time  be  returned  in  safety  to  the  guilty  land 
of  his  birth,  to  join  again  with  us  in  toils  and  sacrifices  for  her  full 
redemption. 

7.  Whereas  J  there  is  a  point  in  the  progress  of  despotism,  beyond 
which  endurance  cannot  go,  and  it  would  be  criminal  passively  to 
submit;  and, 

Whereas,  that  point  has  already  been  attained,  in  the  course  of  a 
long  series  of  the  most  frightful  strides  on  the  part  of  the  Slave  Power 
of  this  country,  —  destroying  in  its  progress  the  sacred  right  of  pe- 
tition, of  locomotion,  of  free  speech,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press,  — 
trampling  upon  the  Constitution,  and  prostrating  every  bulwark  of 
religious  and  political  freedom,  —  seizing  by  fraud  and  violence  a 
vast  foreign  territory,  and  in  the  same  profligate  spirit  annexing  it 
to  the  United  States,  and  still  grasping  for  more,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  protecting,  extending  and  perpetuating  a  system  of  un- 
equalled tyranny,  pollution  and  blood, —  and  finally  dooming  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth  to  chains  and  slavery,  if  caught  in  South- 
em  ports :  —  therefore. 

Resolved^  That,  standing  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  cradle  of  a  world- 
famous  Revolution  —  animated,  we  trust,  by  as  pure  a  spirit  of 
patriotbm  and  as  ardent  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty  as  our 
revolutionary  sires,  but  substituting,  for  their  weapons  of  warfare, 
those  of  an  ethereal  temper,  which  are  mighty  through  God  to  the 
pulling  down  of  every  strong-hold  of  tyranny  —  we  hereby  declare 
to  the  country  and  the  world,  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  existing  national  government,  the  repeal  of  the  national 
compact,  and  the  formation  of  a  Northern  Free  League  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  new  Union,  in  which  there  shall  exist  no  tyrant  or 
slave,  but  every  man  shall  be  put  in  the  fuU  possession  of  all  his 
inalienable  rights. 

8.  Mesobed,  That  the  special  thanks  of  this  Society  are  proffered 
to  our  untiring  coadjutor,  Henry  C.  Wright,  for  the  fidelity  with 
which  he  has  unmasked  the  vaunted  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  for 
conniving  at  the  great  iniquity  of  American  slavery,  by  soliciting 
and  receiving  its  pecuniary  assistance  and  religious  co-operation ; 
finr  all  his  labors  abroad,  to  secure  in  aid  of  our  anti-slavery  enter- 
prise, the  generous  sympathies  and  Christian  co-operation  of  the 
good  and  pbilanthrcqpic  in  England  and  Europe ;  and  in  particular,  for 
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the  revelation  which  Tie  has  made  to  them,  as  to  (he  guilty  coropro-* 
miaes  of  the  American  Union  —  thus  invoking  their  moral  abhor- 
rence of  such  an  unholy  compact,  and  securing  then*  righteotri 
te£rtimot>y  against  it. 

9.  Resolved,  That  this  Society  hails  with  the  most  cordial  satis- 
faction, the  resolutions  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  tresbyteriatt 
Church  of  Scotland,  passed  at  Glasgow  in  July  last ;  and,  in  answer 
to  the  charge  of  being  anti-Church,  the  Society  replies,  that  witti 
churches  acting  up  to  those  principles,  it  has  no  fauft  to  find. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  liberal  assistance  which  has  been  render* 
ed  to  this  Society,  through  the  medium  of  the  late  Faneuil  Hall  Ba- 
zaar, is  gratefully  appreciated,  as  affbrding,  at  present,  the  main 
staff  of  the  pecuniary  efficiency  of  our  operations;  and  as  giving 
fresh  evidence  of  the  fact,  that,  as  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle  in 
England,  so,  in  a  similar  struggle  in  this  countiy,  it  is  to  the  women 
that  the  credit  is  due  of  being  first  and  foremost  on  the  score  of 
2eal,  activity,  and  self-sacrifice,  to  secure  for  bleeding  humanity  a 
speedy  deliverance. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  American  Colonization  Society  is  now 
what  it  ever  was,  the  determined  enemy  of  the  slave  in  the  false  guise 
of  professed  friendship.  It  seeks,  by  pointing  to  the  shores  of  Africa, 
to  turn  away  the  eyes  of  the  benevolent  froni  the  suffering  slaves  in 
our  own  country,  and  to  absorb  the  sympathies  of  the  kindly  hearted 
in  favor  of  a  scheme  designed  to  *  guard  that  system  *  of  bondage, 
tinder  which  three  millions  suffer,  from  the  influences  of  fireedom, 
by  removing  those  influences  out  of  the  way ;  and  blasphemously 
appeals  to  the  religious  sentiment,  and  seeks  to  perpetuate  the  most 
unholy  prejudice,  to  enable  it  to  effbct  its  object    Therefore  further 

12.  Resolved,  That  anti-slavery  lecturers  should  make  it  a  part  of 
their  business  to  unmask  this  monster,  from  time  to  time,  and  n^ 
suffer  it  to  regam  the  footing  that,  under  a  former  exposure,  it -had 
lost 

18.  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  last^meeting  of  the  Ataeri** 
can  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  in  regard  to  the 
crime  of  holding  human  beings  in  slavery,  in  addition  to  its  prerioas 
course  on  the  same  sul^ect,  proves  beyond  intelligent  and  honest  covh 
tradiction,  that  that  body  is  inherently  and  « organically '  corrupt  and 
time-serving,  and  therefore  totally  disqualified  from  comprehending. 
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4)ipcUpDuig  or  spreading  abroad  the  glorious  gospel  of  Him,  who 
came  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captiTC>  and  the  opening  of  the 
prisoQ  to  them  that  are  bound.    Therefore  further 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  God  and  man  should  as  carefully 
withhold  their  dooations  from  the  American  Board,  while  it  oecu- 
ji^  its  pr^ent  position,  aind  is  under  its  prescRt  guidance,  as  they 
would  from  anyothei;  conclave  of  ^scribes,  pharisees  and  hypo- 
ij^ites.' 

14.  JUsolved,  TluU  recogfiizing  in  the  deputation  from  the  Eng- 
lish '  Friends,'  now  visiting  this  countsy,.  some  of  the  leaders  of  that 
Committee  which  conspired  to  exclude  from  the  London  Convention 
of  1840,  the  delegates  from  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  we 
^e  not  surprised  that  their  whole  course  in  this  country  has  been 
marked  by  a  despicable  sectarianism,  a  base  servijity  to  a  corrupt 
public  opinion,  and  a  uniform  sympathy  with  the  oppressor. 

15*  Rtsolvedy  That  the  triun^h  of  the  scheme  of  Texan  annexa- 
tioR,  carried  forward  by  the  migiht  and  iniueace  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ii^ent,  \a  spite  of  the  many  leading  men  publicly  pledged  against 
it*— the  great  party  wliich  threw  down  its  gage  of  defiance  — the 
large  interests  jeoparded  by  its  success  —  the  risk  of  war  -*-  the 
solemn  pledge  of  treaties  — -  the  deliberate  repeated  protest  of  a 
leading  State— *  the  hal^awakened  oonscieiice  of  the  nation  —  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  age  — •  is  enough  to  show  that  no  success  is 
to  be  hoped  for  in  our  contest  unless  we  throw  off  the  trammels  of 
the  United  States  Constitution,  and  concentrate  our  efforts  on 
slavery  itself,  and  carry  on  the  warfare  under  no  party  guidance,  in 
no  single  cbannd,  but  in  the  united  name  *  of  justice,  humanity,  and 
1^  living  God.f 

16.  Resolved,  That  while  many,  startled  by  the  recent  growth  and 
triumph  of  the  slave  system,  are  seeking  some  popular  war-cry  with 
which  to  rally,  for  the  moment,  the  opposers  of  its  demandi^,  or 
timidly  and  in  obedience  to  a  halting  public  opinion  are  concen- 
trating their  efforts  on  some  odious  incident  of  the  system,  or  single- 
act  of  its  supporters,  we  frankly  declare  our  warfare  to  be,  as  always 
heretofore,  with  the  whole  slave  system  i^lf — our  objeqt  its  im- 
mediate and  total  abolition  < — and  our  conviction  that  the  only  path 
to  this  result  will  be  over  the  ruins  of  the  present  American  Church, 
and  the  present  American  Union. 
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17.  Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  to  see  all  about  us,  in  the 
speeches  of  single  men,  the  actions  of  public  bodies,  the  tone  of 
public  sentimeut,  even  the  voice  of  a  comparatively  dependent 
press,  the  thick-coming  evidence  of  a  great  change  on  the  subject 
of  Disunion  ;  and  that  many  minds  are  rapidly  ripening  to  the  coor 
viction,  that  the  only  hope  for  Liberty,  this  side  of  the  water,  is  in 
the  policy  of 'NO  UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS.' 

18.  Resolved,  That,  rising  in  determination,  energy  and  ^irit 
with  the  emergency  of  the  times, — taking  our  position  by  the  side 
of  the  altar  of  liberty,  —  we  hereby  consecrate  ourselves  anew  to  the 
cause  of  our  enslaved  fellow-countrymen,  and  register  our  declarfr> 
tion  afresh,  that,  come  what  may,  we  will  never  yield  one  inch  of 
ground  to  the  foe,  but  press  on  to  the  last  hour  of  our  existence,  if 
need  be,  for  the  triumphant  termination  of  our  great  enterprise. 

The  following-named  persons  participated  in  the  discussions :  — 
Wendell  Phillips,  G.  W.  F.  Mellen,  Edmund  Quincy,  W.  L.  Gar- 
rison, C.  L.  Remond,  C.  C.  Burleigh,  Daniel  Ricketson,  1.  C.  Ray, 
W.  A.  White,  Henry  Wilson,  Parker  Pillsbury,  John  Lewis  Rus- 
sell, J.  B.  Sanderson,  Henry  Clapp,  Josiah  Hayward,  Wm.  Jenkins, 
S.  Smith,  J.  T.  Everett,  D.  S.  Grandin,  E.  Mack,  Addison  Davis, 
Seth  Sprague,  Jonathan  Walker,  and  Warren  Burton. 

Between  three  and  four  thousand  persons  were  most  attentive  lis- 
teners at  the  FANEUIL  HALL  session,  to  the  eloquent  speeches  of 
Burleigh,  Pillsbury,  Garrison  and  Phillips,  who  were  warmly  cheer, 
ed  throughout.  The  last  session,  at  the  Tremont  Temple,  was  one 
of  the  most  affecting  and  solemn  interest,  from  the  fact  of  the  appro- 
val given  to  the  movement  for  a  dissolution  of  the  political  Union 
with  Slaveholders,  by  the  venerable  Seth  Sprague,  of  Duxbury  — 
one  of  the  revolutionary  fathers  who  helped  to  form  it. 

Very  late  on  Friday  night,  after  having  been  together  for  nine 
sessions,  during  three  days  and  evenings,  the  Society  adjourned, 
sine  die. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  President. 

Daniel  Ricketson,    \ 

Samuel  Dyer,  >  Secretaries. 

Mart  P.  Kennt,        j 
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EEPOET. 


At  the  close  of  the  Fifteenth  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
Massachusetts  Ahti- Slavery  Society,  its  official  servants  appear 
before  their  constituents,  to  render  an  account  of  their  doings, 
for  the  last  twelve  months.  Half  of  the  period  allotted  to  a 
generation  of  mankind  on  earth,  has  passed  away,  since  the 
demands  of  the  Age  summoned  this  Society  into  being.  It  has 
had  an  eventful,  and  an  instructive,  experience.  The  tyran- 
nic omnipotence  of  Slavery  had  been  seen  and  felt  for  long 
years  before  it  created,  by  the  natural  law  of  moral  antagonism, 
its  deadly  opposite,  in  the  Modem  Anti- Slavery  Movement,  of 
which  this  Society  was  the  first  organic  embodiment  But  the 
development  of  the  purposes  of  the  Slave  Power,  and  the 
strides  with  which  it  has  stalked  towards  its  design,  have  been 
more  undisguised  and  more  rapid,  within  the  last  fifteen  ycEurs, 
than  ever  before.  Each  succeeding  year  has  been  more  full  of 
the  fate  of  the  black,  and  of  the  white,  races  on  this  continent, 
than  its  predecessor.  Yearly  has  it  become  more  and  more 
difficult  to  compress  within  the  necessary  limits  of  our  Report, 
the  most  imperfect  outline  of  the  facts  in  our  public  history,  in 
the  direction  of  which,  Slavery  has  had  a  controlling  hand.  In 
what  national  act,  what  scheme  of  public  policy,  what  essential 
detail  of  government,  executive,  or  diplomatic,  is  there,  that  is 
not  a  swift  witness  to  the  unsleeping  watchfulness,  and  the 
omnipresent  omnipotence,  of  the  Supreme  Power,  that  rules 
over  this  people  ?    This  year,  especially,  are  we  appalled  by  the 
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thick  coming  crowd  of  events,  which  perplex  us  with  the  em- 
barrassment of  choice.  So  that  the  glance  at  the  aspects  which 
Slavery  has  presented  during  the  past  year,  with  which  we  are 
expected  to  accompany  the  recital  of  oijyr  own  official  acts, 
though  they  were  never  so  many,  so  important,  or  so  sugges- 
tive, must  be  even  more  cursory  and  perfunctory,  than  usual 
But  we  are  sure  that  the  Society  will  extend  to  us  its  usual 
kind  indulgence  for  deficiencies  which  arise  from  the  nature  and 
necessities  of  the  case. 

THE    UNITED    STATES    AND    MEXICO. 

The  attitude  of  the  American  Republic  before  the  world,  is 
signally  changed  since  we  last  attempted  to  describe  it.  It 
has  outstripped  our  swiftest  prophecies  in  its  career  of  crime. 
What  we  then  only  ventured  to  forebode  as  distant  contingen- 
cies, have  become  part  of  our  national  history.  A  twelve-month 
ago,  the  admission  of  Texas  seemed  to  be  our  crowning  calam- 
ity, the  contemplation  of  which  was  enough  to  absorb  all  our 
thoughts  and  apprehensions.  Now  it  has  dwindled  into  the 
little  cloud,  not  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  which  only  heralded 
the  ominous  bladkness  which  overshadows  our  present  horizon. 
Then  the  further  dismemberment  of  the  Mexican  domains  for 
the  base  uses  of  Slavery,  was  a  probability,  indeed,  but  a  remote 
one,  discerned  faintly  among  the  shadows  of  the  distant  Future. 
Now,  vast  tracts  of  country  have  been  seized  upon  by  right  of 
conquest,  and  erected  into  Territories  of  the  United  States,  by 
officers  of  the  army  and  post-captains  of  the  navy !  Our  invad- 
ing legions  are  encamped  far  in  the  heart  of  Mexico,  and  what 
proportion  of  her  free  soil  she  may  be  compelled  to  relinquish 
to  the  demands  of  Slavery,  before  we  will  relax  our  gripe  upon 
her  throat,  is  yet  to  be  decided  by  the  fortune  of  battle. 

The  position  of  Mexico  is  also  materially  different  from  what 
it  was  at  that  point  of  time.  Then  she  appeared  to  be  cowed 
and  disheartened  in  the  presence  of  her  buUj^ng  antagonist  It 
seemed  as  if  she  were  prepared  to  submit  to  the  indignity  and 
injury  our  insolent  rapacity  had  visited  upon  her,  with  no  more 
effectual  resistance  than  her  words  of  protest  And,  perhaps, 
had  our  arrogant  cupidity  been  content  with  the  spoil  we  bad 
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thea  secured,  she  might  have  despsdred  of  redress,  and  yielded 
her  rights  without  an  armed  struggle  for  their  recovery.  But, 
when,  encouraged  by  what  we  esteemed  her  political  weakness 
and  the  distraction  in  her  councils,  we  took  armed  possession  of 
ground,  which,  even  upon  our  own  showing,  was  at  least  de- 
batable, and  advanced  our  outposts  within  gun-shot  of  her  ac- 
knowledged frontier,  her  resolute  resistance  to  the  prosecution 
of  our  pimtical  incursion  into  her  territories,  has  proved  that  she 
is  not  the  contemptible  enemy  we  had  taught  ourselves  to 
despise.  When  she  saw  her  nationality  at  stake  she  was 
aroused  to  efforts  which  have  elevated  her  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  nations  of  the  world.  Notwithstanding  the  boasted 
laurels  of  Palo  Alto,  Kesaca  de  la  Palma,  and  Monterey,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  our  triumphs  have  been  bought  at  an  expense 
of  life  and  treasure,  far  exceeding  what  Mexico  has  incurred  by 
her  defeats.  And  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  we  have 
received,  as  yet,  but  the  earnest  of  the  disastrous  consequences 
of  our  very  successes. 

Scarcely  had  Texas  been  welcomed  to  the  society  of  these 
States,  and  taken  her  place  among  the  legitimate  daughters 
of  the  Revolution,  and  the  bastard  brood  they  had  before 
adopted,  when  it  became  apparent,  (what  had  all  along  been 
suspected,  though  vehemently  disclaimed,)  that  her  dower 
of  lands  was  not  enough  to  satisfy,  but  only  to  stimulate,  the 
avarice  of  our  Southern  masters.  The  appetite  for  plunder  ever 
grows  with  what  it  feeds  on,  and  the  easy  prey  they  had  secur- 
ed, seemed  only  to  invite  their  hands  to  yet  more  ample  spoils. 
All  fears  of  serious  opposition  to  these  further  schemes  for  the 
extension  of  slave  territory,  which  the  loud-mouthed  reclama- 
tions of  the  North,  and  especially  of  Massachusetts,  against  the 
Annexation  of  Texas  might  have  excited,  having  been  allayed 
by  the  tame  and  craven  submission  with  which  the  consumma- 
tion of  that  atrocity  was  endured,  the  triimiphant  South  pro- 
ceeded joyfully  on  its  career  of  conquest 

Very  soon  after  the  Annexation  was  completed,  the  American 

army,  under  General  Taylor,  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the 

very  borders  of  the  disputed  territory.     The  armed  occupation 

of  territory,  the  title  to  which   is  yet  unadjusted  between  two 
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neighboring  nations,  is  justly  regarded  as  an  act  of  hostility,  on 
the  part  of  the  occupying  nation,  and  is  a  sufficient  justification 
for  a  resort  to  arms  to  repel  the  aggression,  according  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  nations,  on  the  part  of  the  aggrieved  Power. 
It  is,  in  fact,  equivalent  to  an  invasion  of  its  own  territory,  for 
such  each  party  considers  a  disputed  district,  though  they  may 
agree  expressly,  or  tacitly,  mutually  to  abstain  from  actual  occu- 
pation, until  the  question  of  title  is  amicably  settled.  A  nation 
thus  occupying  a  tract  of  land,  the  property  in  which  is  in  dis- 
pute with  a  neighboring  Power,  has  no  more  right  to  be  surpris- 
ed at  the  resistance  of  that  Power,  or  to  complain  of  it,  than  if 
it  had  invaded  its  undoubted  domain.  The  first  act  of  hostility, 
in  such  a  case,  is  not  the  first  cannon  fired,  but  the  first  footstep 
of  an  armed  force,  to  maintain  an  adverse  possession  of  it,  upon 
the  land  in  question. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  in  any  reasonable  mind,  that  the  ad- 
vance of  General  Taylor's  command  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was 
designed  to  provoke  a  hostile  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexicans.  A  war  with  Mexico  was  demanded,  for  many  rea- 
sons, by  the  predominant  interest  of  the  country,  and  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  blame  of  the  first  attack  should  be  thrown  upon 
her.  The  game  of  President-making  could  be  played  to  a  bet- 
ter advantage,  with  the  multiplication  of  patronage  and  the 
prestige  of  military  glory,  which  would  wait  upon  a  successful 
war.  The  ever-craving  appetite  of  Slavery  for  new  worlds  to 
conquer,  required  to  be  gorged  anew.  The  immense  exjiend- 
itures  of  the  public  money  in  Texas,  and  the  Southern  country 
generally,  which  a  war  must  involve,  would  give  to  that  section 
an  artificial  impulse,  which  would  stand  in  the  stead  of  long 
years  of  production.  The  love  of  fighting,  especially  with  an 
enemy  beUeved  to  be  incapable  of  defending  itself,  which  al- 
ways characterizes  a  slave-owning  class ;  the  hope  of  the  plun- 
der of  churches  and  monasteries,  and  of  the  choice  of  new  lands 
"  to  murder ; "  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  the  taste  for  military 
distinctions,  which  are  abundant  everywhere ;  all  impelled  the 
Government,  by  the  force  of  the  opinion  of  its  own  public,  to 
take  the  measures  which  were  intended  to  result,  as  they  did,  in 
war.     The  conspiracy  was  well  concerted,  too,  which  was  to 
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shift  the  responsibility  of  beginning  the  war,,  from  the  invad- 
ers to  the  invaded.  The  wolf  stood  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Great  River,  and  vindicated  his  attempt  to  devour  his  vic- 
tim, on  the  pretence  that  he  troubled  the  waters  that  had  flowed 
past  him. 

The  success  of  the  plan  was  as  great  as  its  warmest  pro- 
moters could  desire.  Hostilities  commenced.  "Hie  victories  of 
Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  followed  in  quick  succession, 
and  scattered  the  Mexican  force  on  the  frontier.  The  public 
mind,  which  had  been  agitated  by  reports  of  the  danger  to  which 
the  American  troops  were  exposed,  through  the  dilatoriness  of 
the  War  Department,  was  relieved  and  excited  by  successes 
greater  than  had  been  hoped.  The  war-spiiit  was  rife  in  large 
portions  of  the  country,  and  especially  in  the  Southern,  West- 
em  and  Middle  States.  On  the  communication  of  the  news  to 
Congress,  that  body  was  thrown  into  a  fever  of  patriotism.  Re- 
solutions were  introduced  and  passed  almost  by  acclamation, 
and  without  discussion,  containing  the  double  falsehood  that 
war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  that  prompt  action  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  our  army,  which  was  at  that  time 
notoriously  in  no  danger,  appropriating  ten  miUions  of  dollars  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  authorizing  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  To  these  resolu- 
tions tliere  were  found  but  poorteen  who  dared  to  stem  the 
popular  tide,  and  record  their  negative  to  them.  Of  this  num- 
l>er  we  are  happy  to  know  were  all  the  members  from  Massa- 
chusetts, then  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
C.  WiNTHROP  and  the  Hon.  Amos  Abbott.  Whigs,  as  well  as 
Democrats,  offered  no  effectual  remonstrance  against  this  cawp 
d!  etat  of  the  President,  by  which  he  had  virtually  assumed  the 
war-making  power,  and  plunged  the  country  into  hostilities  with 
our  neighboring  Republic,  without  any  action  of  Congress. 
They  remembered  the  fate  of  the  party  which  made  opposition 
to  a  war  a  leading  element  in  its  policy,  thirty  years  ago,  and 
they  dreaded  lest  it  might  be  theirs.  The  ghost  of  the  Hartford 
Convention  glided  in,  atid  frightened  them  from  their  propriety 
and  from  their  principles.  And  so  both  parties,  with  the  small 
but  honorable  exception  just  mentioned,  vied  with  each  other  in 
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the  demonstrations  of  affection  with  which  they  adopted,  as  a 
child  of  the  nation,  a  war  wliich  owed  its  paternity  solely  to 
Mr.  Polk.  • 

The  Proclamation  of  the  President  for  volunteers  was  re- 
sponded to,  at  once,  in  many  of  the  Southern,  Western  and 
Middle  States.  The  regular  army  was  concentrated  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  In  clue  time  Greneral  Taylor  made  his  advances,  first 
up  the  river  to  Camargo,  and  thence  towards  the  interior  of 
Mexico,  to  Monterey.  Becoming  master  of  that  place,  after  a 
bloody  fight  of  three  days,  he  has  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
reinforcements  for  a  still  onward  movement.  In  the  meantime 
General  Santa  Anna,  having  returned  from  his  exile,  was  plac- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  forces,  and  is  now  beUeved  to  be 
preparing  himself  for  a  desperate  effort  to  redeem  his  country's 
fortunes.  The  success  of  his  exertions  will  soon  be  known. 
But  whether  victorious  or  not,  we  have  learned  by  dear  experi- 
ence that  the  Mexicans  are  not  an  enemy  to  be  despised,  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  we  shall  have  to  purchase  even  our  victo- 
ries at  a  fearful  cost  of  human  life,  and  what  is  of  more  weight 
with  the  mass  of  our  countrymen,  at  a  fearful  cost  of  money. 

While  General  Taylor  was  prosecuting  these  bloody  suc- 
cesses, General  Kearney,  General  Wool,  and  Captain  Stock- 
ton, of  the  navy,  were  enjoying  holiday  campaigns  in  other 
provinces  of  Mexico,  which  had  no  means  of  defence,  and 
amusing  themselves  with  making  regions,  as  extensive  as  the 
old  Thirteen  States,  Territories  of  the  United  States  by  procla- 
mation, and  appointing  the  executive  and  judicial  functionaries 
of  the  same.  This  succinct  and  compendious  method  of  en- 
larging the  Area  of  Freedom,  must  be  allowed  to  be  an  improve- 
ment upon  the  other  methods  attempted  for  that  glorious  end. 
How  durable  these  conquests  may  be,  remains  to  be  seen,  and 
must  depend  entirely  upon  the  issue  of  the  war  with  the  nation 
of  which  they  are  component  parts.  Tampico,  too,  has  been 
seized  by  our  naval  forces,  without  opposition,  according  to  the 
Fabian  policy  of  the  Mexican  comnjander.  Thus  a  new  way  is 
opened  to  our  forces  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  should  we  be 
able  to  push  our  arms  in  another  quarter. 

In  the  midst  of  the  calamities  which  have  befallen  their  arms, 
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the  Mexican  people  and  Congress  seem  to  be  driven  closer  to 
one  another  by  the  pressure  from  without.  The  parties,  which 
have  so  long  distracted  the  internal  economy  of  Mexico,  appear 
to  be  united  in  opposition  to  this  insulting  and  infamous  invasion 
of  her  soil.  Greneral  Santa  Anna,  and  the  Mexican  Congress 
with  singular  imanimity,  have  declared  it  to  be  their  fixed 
determination  to  receive  no  propositions  for  peace,  and  to  admit 
of  no  foreign  mediation,  as  long  as  hostile  troops  are  within 
the  bounds  of  Mexico,  or  hostile  armaments  threaten  her  coasts. 
This  being  the  sentiment  and  purpose  of  any  people,  permanent 
conquest  is  obviously  impossible.  Even  victory  is  but  another 
name  for  defeat,  as  long  as  the  invading  force  can  hold  no 
more  soil  than  the  ground  they  stand  upon.  What  the  result  of 
of  the  conflict  may  be,  cannot  be  exactly  affirmed.  But  we  fear 
that  the  vastly  greater  resources  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
supply  of  both  men  and  money,  will  sooner  or  later  extort  from 
their  weaker  neighbor,  their  own  terms  of  peace.  This  event 
must  be  deprecated  by  every  lover  of  humanity,  of  justice,  and 
of  freedom.  The  victories  of  the  American  armies  are  the 
triumphs  of  cruelty,  of  injustice,  and  of  Slavery.  Every  good 
and  humane  man,  who  loves  liberty  and  hates  tyranny,  how- 
ever deep  may  be  his  abhorrence  of  war  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, must  earnestly  hope,  in  this  war,  and  as  between  these 
parties,  that  success  may  attend  upon  the  arms  of  that  Power 
which  is  striving  to  remove  from  its  soil  a  pimtical  horde  of 
banditti,  whose  purpose  is  to  estabUsh  anew  within  its  borders, 
the  Slavery  which  it  has  had  the  consistency  and  the  virtue  to 
exclude  from  them  forever. 

The  fact  that  the  actual  object  of  the  Mexican  war  is  the 
strengthening  of  the  hands  of  the  Slave  Power,  and  the  exten- 
sion and  perpetuation  of  the  institution  of  Slavery,  is  now 
scarcely  denied.  The  Charleston  Mercury,  which  speaks  for  the 
Slavery  Party  of  South  Carolina,  openly  avows  this  object,  and 
defends  the  war  upon  the  ground  that  it  will  place  the  control 
of  the  country  forever  in  the  hands  of  the  Slaveholders.  Other 
presses,  of  less  prominence,  have  given  utterance  to  the  same 
opinion.  Just  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
Besolation  was  proposed  to  the  House,  appropriating  two  mil- 
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lions  of  dollars  to  be  employed  by  the  President  in  purchasing  a 
peace  with  Mexico,  in  case  he  should  prefer  that  method,  to 
conquering  one.  The  object  was,  undoubtedly,  to  buy  with  this 
money  the  land  which  Slavery  most  coveted,  just  at  the  present 
time.  To  this  resolution  a  proviso  was  added  by  Mr.  Wilmot, 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  effect,  that  it  shall  be  an  express  and 
fundamental  condition  of  the  acquisition  of  any  territory  from 
Mexico,  by  any  treaty,  "that  neitJier  Slavery,  nor  involuntary 
servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part  of  said  territory,  except  for 
crime."  The  resolution  passed  the  House,  with  the  proviso 
annexed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session.  What  its  fate  might  have  been  there,  had  any  action 
been  taken  upon  it,  cannot  be  known,  as  Senator  Davis,  of 
Massachusetts,  for  some  purpose  best  known  to  himself,  saw  fit 
to  talk  against  time,  until  the  hour  of  adjournment,  which  pre- 
vented any  vote  from  being  taken.  The  Slaveholders  having 
a  clear  majority  of  four  votes  in  the  Senate,  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  the  proviso  would  have  been  sustained.  But  it  would  have 
been  edifying  to  see  what  course  the  House  would  have  taken 
with  the  amendment,  had  it  been  sent  back  to  them.  It  is 
worthy  of  observation,  that  Mr.  Wilmot  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Polk,  in  general;  and 
also,  tl^at  although  the  Whigs  were  generally  successful  in 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  late  election,  Mr.  Wilmot  was  reelected. 

At  the  present  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  to  the  same 
effect  has  been  offered  by  Mr.  Preston  King,  of  New  York,  on 
which  no  decision  has  yet  been  made.  Mr.  King  is  also  a 
member  of  the  dominant  party,  which  circumstance,  in  cdnnec- 
ticp  with  that  just  mentioned,  may  lead  to  a  hope  that  there  is 
yet  an  element  of  opposition  to  the  further  extension  of  Slavery 
and  the  Slave  Power,  in  quarters  where  it  would  least  be  looked 
for.  But  it  is  not  to  be  beheved  that  the  despotic  majority  in 
the  Senate,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  block  all  the  wheels 
of  government,  if  necessary  to  secure  their  object,  will  relax 
their  iron  rule  in  a  matter  thus  vital  to  the  security  of  their 
own  power.  The  Slaveholders  and  their  Northern  Allies,  of 
both  parties,  are  too  well  drilled  not  to  fall  into  line  when  the 
decisive  hour  of  action  arrives.     That  there  will  be  a  struggle 
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on  this  point,  is  probable.  They  who  consented  to  the  Annexa- 
tion of  a  foreign  Slaveholdiug  nation,  without  even  requiring 
the  contemporaneous  admission  of  a  counterbalancing  Free 
State,  and  they  who  submitted  quietly  to  this  outrage,  are 
vaporing  loudly  of  the  bold  things  they  are  prepared  to  say  and 
do  on  this  quarrel.  A  position  equally  inconsistent  and  absurd 
on  the  part  of  men  thus  consenting,  or  submitting,  to  that  revo- 
lutionary act,  by  which  the  very  power  they  would  use  to  check 
the  further  encroachments  of  Slavery,  is  taken  from  them  for- 
ever. Indeed,  it  seems  to  us  that  men  swearing  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  since  the  Annexation,  and 
who  thus  have  accepted  the  revolution  in  the  government 
worked  by  that  act,  are  foreclosed  from  objecting  to  the  fair 
carrying-out  of  the  principle  of  Slave -annexation,  thus  incor- 
porated with  the  new  Constitution  of  Government 

We  caimot  foresee  the  precise  course  of  the  events  which 
will  be  written  in  the  present  chapter  of  our  history;  but  we 
can  perceive,  from  the  beginning,  what  the  issue  of  them  will 
be.  They  must  be  all  moulded  and  guided  by  the  Fate,  which 
rules  over  this  nation,  through  the  crime  of  our  Fathers  and  our 
own, — by  that  Destiny, 


■  iRrhich  shapes  our  ends, 


Rough-hew  them  how  we  will !  " 

The  tide  in  our  affairs  may  seem  for  a  moment  to  change  its 
direction,  and  to  promise  to  flow  in  a  more  propitious  channel ; 
but  it  must  at  last  obey  the  inevitable  law  which  we  have  im- 
pressed upon  it,  and  bear  us  on  to  disgrace  and  ruin.  The 
struggle  between  the  two  Principles  in  our  land  may  look  at 
times  doubtful;  but  the  event  is  certain.  Slavery  must,  of 
•necessity,  be  triumphant  It  is  too  late  for  Reform  !  We  have 
put  it  out  of  our  power.  There  is  no  remedy  but  Revolution  ! 
A  Revolution,  beginning  like  all  such,  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  men,  but  manifested  in  due  time  in  the  disruption  of  our  pre- 
sent delusive  Union,  in  the  overthrow  of  our  present  deceptive 
Constitution,  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  government,  of 
which  justice  and  equality  of  rights,  shall  be  at  once  the  end 
and  the  means,  of  its  existence. 
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MASSAOHITSETTS    AND    SLAVEBT. 

The  position  which  Massachusetts  has  occupied  before  the 
country  and  the  world,  in  years  past,  with  regard  to  Slavery,  has 
been  a  conspicuous  and  honorable  one.  She  has  been  looked 
upon  alike  by  the  Free  Slates  and  by  the  Slave  States,  as  being 
the  leader  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  North,  as  expressed  in 
legislative  and  popular  action,  in  the  great  Opposition  which  is 
gradually  embodying  itself  for  a  struggle  with -the  supreme 
t3rrant  of  this  land.  As  she  had  led  the  foremost  ranks  of  resist- 
ance to  the  encroachments  of  British  domination,  so  she  seemed 
desirous  of  being  the  foremost  of  those  who  were  assailing  the 
insolent  agressions  of  the  Slave  Power,  on  her  own  rights  and 
those  of  universal  Humanity.  Her  course  had  been,  apparent- 
ly, onward  and  upward,  for  some  ten  consecutive  years.  Her 
protests  against  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  repeated  and  enforced 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  called  for  a  new  testimony,  her 
demand  for  the  immediate  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  her  recognition  of  the  ^  equal 
rights  of  all  her  citizens  without  regard  to  their  complexion,  her 
attempt  to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  those  of  them  who 
were  cruelly  denied  their  Constitutional  rights  of  locomotion 
and  residence,  by  some  of  the  Slaveholding  States,  and  other 
acts  alike  honorable  to  her  sense  of  justice  and  indicative  of  a 
wise  political  forecast,  had  fixed  the  eyes  of  the  lovers  of  hberty 
upon  her,  as  the  political  community  that  was  to  lead  the  van  of 
the  great  crusade  against  chattel  Slavery,  which  is  the  appoint- 
ed mission  of  the  generation  now  on  earth. 

But  her  character,  if  rightly  represented  by  the  conduct  of 
her  chosen  public  servants,  and  of  those  of  her  sons  whom  she 
most  delights  to  honor,  has  undergone  a  lamentable  change. 
She  appears  to  have  become  alarmed  at  the  dangerous  post  of 
honor  she  had  assumed,  and  to  be  in  eager  haste  to  fall  back 
upon  the  position  of  her  sister  States,  and  even  willing  to  con* 
ceal  herself  behind  the  most  rearweurd  of  them  all.  She  found 
herself  in  the  condition  of  the  inexpert  adept  who  had  uttered 
words  more  virtuous  that  he  meant,  and  raised  a  spirit  of  whidi 
he  was  afraid,  and  who  made  what  haste  he  could  to  unread 
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the  spell  and  relieve  himself  from  the  painful  presence  he  had 
unwittingly  evoked.  The  predominant  party  in  the  Common- 
wealth perceived  that  it  was  under  the  ban  of  the  National 
Whig  Party,  and  its  chief  men  saw  that  they  were  looked 
upon  with  suspicious  eyes  by  their  political  coadjutors.  It 
became,  therefore,  necessary  for  them  to  do  something  to 
recover  their  standing  with  the  geneml  Whig  Organization,  and 
to  show  that  JVfeissachusetts  was  not,  after  all,  so  disloyal  and 
seditious,  as  some  of  her  acts  had  made  the  Sovereign  of  all 
parties  suspect  her  to  be. 

The  history  of  the  last  year  has  witnessed  many  of  her  at- 
tempts to  retrace  her  former  steps,  attempts  made  the  more 
awkward  and  ridiculous,  by  her  effort  to  make  it  appear  that  her 
face  was  still  turned  in  the  direction  that  it  had  ever  been. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Natick,  who  has  honorably  distinguished  him- 
self in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  years  past,  by  his 
Anti- Slavery  action,  being  a  member  of  the  lower  House  last 
winter,  introduced  an  order  instructing  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee to  which  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  Georgia,  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery  and  the  interference  of  Massachusetts  to 
ascertain  the  rights  of  her  own  citizens  in  Slave  States,  to  report 
a  preamble  and  resolution  as  the  sense  of  the  People  of  this 
Commonwealth.  The  preamble  recited  the  fact  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Slavery,  its  Constitutional  representation,  the  political 
and  personal  evils  which  had  flowed  from  it  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Free  States,  and  especially  the  Annexation  of  Texas, 
and  introduced  the  following  Resolution : 

**  i2ejoZve<2,  That  MasBachusetts  distinctly  and  solemnly,  annoances  to  the 
country,  her  uncompromising  oppo^tion  to  the  further  extension  and  longer 
existence  of  American  Slavery ;  that  she  hereby  deliberately  declares  her 
earnest  and  unalterable  purpose,  to  use  every  lawful  and  constitutional 
measure  for  its  overthrow  and  entire  extinction ;  and  she  hereby  pledges  her 
cordial  cooperation  to  the  Oiends  of  civil  liberty  throughout  the  Union,  in 
every  jnst  and  practical  measure,  that  shall  tend  to  free  our  country  from 
the  dominion,  curse  and  shame  of  slavery,  and  make  her  great  and  glorious 
among  the  nations.'* 

This  resolution,  it  will  be  observed,  was  merely  affirmatory  of 
the  language  used,  and  the  attitude  assumed,  by  Massachusetts 

2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


on  frequent  previous  occasions.  It  contained  the  saving  words 
which  should  have  redeemed  it  in  the  eyes  of  all  intelligent 
men  from  the  charge  of  tdtraism,  —  "  every  kuwful  and  constitu- 
tional measure," — for  the  overthrow  of  slavery.  But  a  point  of 
time  had  arrived,  at  which  such  words  might  be  understood  to 
mean  more,  than  in  former  years,  and  so  it  had  to  be  disposed 
of  as  quietly  as  might  be. 

Mr.  Wilson  enforced  his  order  in  a  speech  of  great  length 
and  excellence,  which  cannot  be  better  characterised  than  in 
the  words  of  the  Liberator,  at  the  time,  that  it  was  "  unquestion- 
ably the  best  An ti- Slavery  speech  that  had  ever  been  deUvered 
in  any  legislative  assembly  in  this  country,  more  direct,  more 
comprehensive,  and  more  important."  Its  defects  were  insepa- 
rable from  his  position  as  a  public  man,  bound  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, imder  which  he  acted,  and  which  tied  his  hands  at  the  very 
time  he  was  calling  out  for  action.  During  the  discussion  in 
the  House,  various  amendments  were  proposed,  intended  to 
weaken  or  defeat  the  resolution,  which  were  voted  down.  At 
last  Mr.  Chandlek,  of  Boston,  after  a  speech  expressive  of  his 
abhorrence  of  Slavery  and  sympathy  with  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  moved  to  amend  by  striking  oiU  the  instructing 
clause,  on  the  ground  that  such  a  course  was  unusual,  and  mere- 
ly ordering  the  Committee  to  report  whether  any  action  of  the 
Legislature  was  demanded  on  the  subject  of  the  Annexation  of 
Texas!  This  amendment  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  and  in  this 
form  it  passed. 

The  effect  of  this  disposition  of  the  matter  was  soon  seen, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  motive  of  it.  The  Committee 
speedily  made  the  following  succinct  Report,  which  for  laconic 
terseness  is  not  surpassed  by  any.  legislative  report  on  record. 

«« In  Senate,  April  7,  1846. 
"  The  Joint  Special  Committee,  to  whom,  &c. 

REPORT, 

"  That  they  consider  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  a  great  eyil,  and  one  which  Massachusetts  resisted  as 
long  as  resistance  would  do  any  good.  The  evil  has  come.  And  a  major- 
ity of  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  further  action  in  the  matter  is 
not  called  for. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

'*  George  Wheatland,  Chairman.'* 
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This  profound,  well-reasoned  and  statesman-like  State  paper» 
thus  informed  with  the  wisdom  and  research  which  this  saga* 
cious  majority,  and  its  sapient  Chairman,  had  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  bestow  upon  the  most  momentous  event  in  our 
history,  was  accepted  by  the  Senate,  and  sent  down,  together 
with  Mr.  Wilson's  minority  Report,  to  the  House.  There,  too, 
it  was  at  first  accepted.  But,  subsequently,  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  that  vote.  After  a  discussion  of  some 
length,  the  reconsideration  was  agreed  to,  upon  which  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  the  substitution  of  his  original  resolution,  for  the 
Report  of  the  Majority,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  yeas  to  fifty-two  nays.  The  amend- 
ment returning  to  the  Senate,  excited  an  animated  debate  in 
which  Messrs.  Borden,  Hoar,  Hopkinson,  Watts,  Kimball 
and  Salisbury  supported  the  measure,  and  Messrs.  Willard, 
Srepard,  Gray,  Wheatland,  Allen,  Gary  and  Maynard 
opposed  it  The  arguments  of  the  opponents  of  the  resolution 
showed  conclusively  how  little  wisdom  it  takes  to  govern  the 
world,  or  at  least  this  small  part  of  it.  Among  others,  Mr. 
Wheatland  made  this  statement,  illustrative  of  his  notions  of 
public  duty  and  political  morality,  in  a  speech  denouncing  this 
resolution,  and  all  the  past  Anti- Slavery  action  of  the  State, — 
"  that  he  had  voted  for  some  of  those  resolves^  but  had  never 
approved  op  them  !  ! "  The  whole  matter,  however,  was  in- 
definitely postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Willard,  of  Worcester, 
by  a  vote  of  twenty  to  sixteen !  And  so  the  Legislature  refused 
even  to  record  a  word  of  protest  against  an  act  which  the  voice 
of  Massachusetts,  as  uttered  forth  by  her  servants,  in  former 
years,  had  denounced  as  a  crime  of  the  deepest  moral  and  politi- 
cal turpitude,  and  a  just  occasion  for  the  Dissolution  of  the  Union ! 

Here  ended  the  Legislative  action  on  this  matter.  The 
Executive  action  was  yet  to  come.  Towards  the  close  of  May, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  accordance  with  the  authority  granted  to  him  by  Con- 
gress on  the  13th  of  that  month,  to  accept  the  services  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Volunteers,  transmitted  a  civil  request  to  Governor 
Brigos  for  a  Regiment  of  Infantry  from  Massachusetts.  His  Ex- 
cellency, not  to  be  outdone  either  in  politeness  or  in  patriotism, 
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incontinently  issues  his  proclamation  (May  26th)  calling  upon 
the  citizen  soldiers  at  once  to  enrol  themselves,  and  to  be  in  rea- 
diness when  the  exigencies  of  the  country  should  require  their 
services.  The  reasoning  by  which  this  pillar  of  the  church,  as 
well  as  of  the  State,  enforced  this  modest  request  was  to  this 
effect.  First,  he  quotes  the  notorious  falsehood  of  the  preamble 
of  the  War  resolutions  of  Congress,  "  HuU  by  an  act  of  the  Re- 
public  of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war  exists  "  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  then  proceeds,  after  reciting  the  authority  touching 
volunteers  and  the  request  made  upon^himself,  thus  to  express 
his  sense  of  the  political  ethics  of  the  case. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  origin  or  necessity 
of  the  war  J  tbexonstitutional  authorities  of  the  country  have  declared  that  a 
war  exists. 

<*  It  is  alike  the  dictate  of  patriotism  and  humanity  that  every  means,  hon- 
orable to  ourselves,  and  just  to  our  enemy,  should  be  employed  to  bring 
'  said  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination.'     *'        * 

^^  ^  prompt  and  energetic  co-operaiion  of  the  whole  People,  in  the  use 
of  those  means,  is  eminently  calculated  to  produce  that  most  desirable 
result." 

This,  it  seems,  is  the  idea  of  patriotism  and  humanity  enter- 
tained by  the  Baptist  Deacon  of  Pittsfield,  who  is  also  the  Whig 
Governor  of  Massachusetts!  No  matter  what  may  be  the 
origin  or  necessity  of  a  war,  provided  a  profligate  Government 
have  embroiled  us  in  one,  patriotism  and  humanity  plainly  dic- 
tate to  us  that  we  must  help  them  to  fight  it  out !  Not  merely 
to  submit  to  the  stringent  requisitions  of  law,  when  applied,  but 
to  volunteer  to  fight  their  battles,  upon  their  simple  asking! 
For  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  was  no  requisition  for  a 
draft  of  mihtia,  which  the  President  might  make  as  Command- 
er-in-Chief of  that  arm  of  defence;  but  merely  a  request  for 
voluntary  assistance,  for  which  Congress  agreed  to  provide  pay 
and  subsistence,  but  to  compel  which  no  process  of  law  existed 
or  could  be  created.  The  whole  arrangement  was  purely  vol- 
untary, and  in  no  sense  compulsory.  The  part  taken  by  Gov- 
ernor Briggs  was  as  uncalled  for,  by  any  rational  construction 
of  constitutional  duty,  as  that  of  any  of  the  volunteering  officers 
or  soldiers. 
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This  conrse  of  Governor  BRioas  was  the  more  strange  and 
surprising,  inasmuch  as  this  war,  in  aid  of  which  he  thus  gave 
the  weight  of  his  personal  and  official  influence,  was  a  direct 
consequence  of  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  of  which  act  when  in  . 
prospect  only,  he  had  expressed  himself,  but  three  little  years 
before,  in  the  following  emphatic  terms.  "  We  hold,"  says  the 
solemn  "  Appeal  to  the  People  of  the  Free  States,"  signed  by 
him  and  nineteen  other  members  of  Congress,  March  3,  1843, 
"we  hold  that  the  objects  of  this  new  acquisition  are  THE 
PERPETUATION  OF  SLAYERY,  ^.nd  the  conHnued  ascend- 
ancy of  the  Slave  Power.  *  *  That  there  is  NO  CONSTITU- 
TIONAL POWER  delegated  to  any  department  of  Government 
to  authorize  it ;  that  no  act  of  Congress,  or  Treaty  of  Annexa- 
tion, can  impose  the  least  obligation  upon  the  several  States  of 
this  Union  to  submit  to  such  an  unwarrantable  act.  *  *  We 
hesitate  not  to  say  that  Annexation,  effected  by  any  act  or 
proceeding  of  the  Federal  Government,  or  any  of  its  depart- 
ments, WOULD  BE  IDENTICAL  WITH  DISSOLUTION. 
It  would  be  a  violation  of  our  Nationdl  CkympacU  its  objects  and 
DESIGNS,  and  the  great  elementary  principles  which  entered 
into  its  formation^  of  a  character  so  deep  and  fundamental,  and 
would  be  an  attempt  TO  ETERNIZE  aw  institution,  amd  a 
power  so  unjust  in  themselves,  so  injurious  to  the  interests  and 
abhorrent  to  the  feeJings  of  the  people  of  the  Free  States,  as,  in 
our  opinion,  not  only  inevitably  to  result  in  a  dissolution  of 
THE  Union,  BUT  FULLY  TO  JUSTIFY  IT;  and  we  not 
only  assert  that  the  people  of  the  Free  States  '  OUGHT  NOT 
TO  SUBMIT  TO  IT,'  but  we  say,  with  confidence,  they  would 
not  mbmit  to  it!  We  know  their  present  temper  and  spirit  on 
this  subject  too  well  to  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  they  would 
become  participes  criminis  in  any  such  subtle  contrivance  for 
the  irremediable  perpetuation  of  an  institution  which  the  wisest 
and  best  men  who  formed  our  Federal  Constitution,  as  well 
from  the  Slave  as  the  Free  States,  regarded  as  an  evil  and  a 
curse,  soon  to  become  extinct  under  the  operation  of  laws  to  be 
passed  prohibiting  the  Slave  trade,  and  the  progressive  influence 
of  the  principles  of  the  Revolution." 

When  the  same  man  who  had  expressed  himself  thus  clearly 
2* 
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and  forcibly,  when  a  Member  of  Congress,  was  found  not  only 
submitting  without  resistance,  when  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
to  an  act  of  which  he  had  affirmed  that  the  people  of  the  Free 
States,  OUGHT  NOT  and  WOULD  NOT  submit  to  it,  which 
would  be  IDENTICAL  WITH  DISSOLUTION,  and  would 
FULLY  JUSTIFY  IT,  but  ready  to  become  himself  parti- 
ceps  criminis,  not  in  "  a  subtle  contrivance,"  but  in  an  open  war 
waged  for  "  the  irremediable  perpetuation''  of  Slavery,  neither 
he,  nor  his  friends,  ought  to  have  been  surprised  at  the  rebuke 
which  his  conduct  met  with  from  the  AboUtionists  of  New 
England,  assembled  in  their  Annual  Convention.  On  the  day 
the  Proclamation  was  issued,  the  New  England  Convention 
being  then  in  session,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  introduced  the 
following  resolution,  which,  after  ample  discussion,  was  passed 
unanimously. 

^^Resolved,  That  at  the  bar  of  Liberty  and  Humanity,  we  impeach  GEORGE 
N.  BRIGGS,  the  author  of  the  proclamation  dated  yesterday,  as  perjured  on 
his  own  principles,  as  a  traitor  by  bis  own  showing,  —  as  one,  before  whose 
guilt  the  infamy  of  Arn^old,  and  of  the  Missouri  compromisers,  becomes 
respectability  and  decency ;  since,  under  oath  to  support  the  Constitntipn  of 
the  United  States,  he  calls  on  the  Commonwealth  to  rally  to  a  war,  which 
is  waged  to  defend  and  protect  an  act,  (the  Annexation  of  Texas,)  which  he 
has  himself  so  often  declared,  *a  violation  of  the  Constitution,'  *  equivalent 
to  Dissolution,'  —  a  triumph  of  Slavery  and  Despotism,  —  one  to  which  it 
was  the  basest  calumny  to  suppose  that  Massachusetts  would  ever  submit ; 
—  and  that  we  call  upon  the  people  to  forget  him  as  emphatically  as  they 
did  Mason  of  Boston,  and  Shaw  of  Lanesboro',  for  their  treason  in  1820 1 " 

The  excitement  which  this  resolution  caused,  the  disturbance 
it  occasioned  and  the  untimely  end  to  which  it  was  the  cause  of 
bringing  the  Convention,  will  be  related  when  we  come  to  give 
an  account  of  that  meeting.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  it  was  the 
occasion  of  drawing  from  Governor  Brigos  a  defence  of  himself, 
at  the  dinner  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company. 
It  rested  entirely  upon  the  assumption  that  he  was  bound,  as  a 
public  officer,  to  do  what  he  did,  and  that  it  was  for  doing  a  duty 
"prescribed  by  the  laws,"  that  he  had  been  condemned. 
"  Having  sworn,"  he  concludes,  "  in  the  presence  of  the  consti- 
tuted   pubUc  autliorities  to   support  the  constitutions  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19 


Commonwealth  and  the  United  States  and  the  laws  pajssed 
under  them,  the  public  officer  who  should  refuse  to  perform  the 
duties,  made  impemtive  by  his  oath,  is  a  'perjured'  traitor!" 
Meaning,  of  course,  to  imply  that  it  was  one  of  the  duties  *  made 
imperative  by  his  oath  of  office"  to  assist  in  carrying  out  a 
measure,  in  intention  and  in  terms,  purely  and  strictly  voluntary  ! 
President  Polk  did  not  pretend,  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
expressly  disclaimed,  that  there  was  any  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Governors  of  the  States  to  whom  invitations  to  this  work 
were  sent,  to  come  up  to  it.  Governor  Briggs  was  no  more 
constitutionally  obliged  to  act  as  the  recruiting  sergeant-  general 
for  Massachusetts,  than  Colonel  Caleb  Cushing  or  Captain 
Edward  Webster  were  constitutionally  obliged  to  volunteer. 
The  one  act  was  as  much  a  matter  of  voUt^on,  of  pure  choice, 
as  the  other.  Governor  Bbiggs*s  defence  of  himself,  is  an 
absurdity  in  its  nature,  and  a  contradiction  in  its  terms.  He 
has  placed  himself  in  this  predicament.  Either  he  lacks  intel- 
ligence to  discern  what  are  "  the  duties  made  imperative  by  his 
oath  of  office,"  and  to  distinguish  between  a  command  and  a 
permission  to  do  a  certain  act ;  or  else,  he  has  dehberately  mis- 
represented his  position,  put  a  false  gloss  upon  facts,  and 
attempted  to  make  the  people  believe  a  delusion  and  a  he,  in 
order  to  cover  up  his  own  time-serving,  cowardly  and  flagitious 
conduct.  He  may  choose  whichever  horn  of  the  dilemma  he 
prefers ;  but  it  would  defy  the  casuistry  of  a  Jesuit  to  discover 
any  way  of  escape  by  which  he  can  avoid  impaUng  himself  upon 
either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Having  thus  briefly  recounted  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
and  of  the  Executive,  it  remains  for  us  to  tell  what  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  have  done  in  this  behalf.  Notwithstanding 
the  defence  which  His  Excellency  had  made  of  himself,  and  the 
readiness  which  the  leading  metropohtan  papers,  and  the  most 
prominent  members,  of  his  party  showed  in  accepting  it,  still 
there  was  a  deep  undercurrent  of  dissatisfaction  with  his  course, 
and  that  of  the  Whig  party,  in  relation  to  the  Aimexation  and 
the  war,  and  that  in  its  own  ranks.  This  feeling  was  kept  for 
some  time  from  developing  itself  fully,  by  the  strictness  with 
which  party  disciphne  was  enforced  by  those  in  conmiand  at 
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Head  Quarters,  and  the  difficulty  the  malcontents  found  in  finding 
channels  for  the  effectual  expression  of  their  opinions.  Some 
of  the  country  newspapers,  however,  took  an  honorable  stand  in 
opposition  to  the  pro-slavery  action,  or  inaction,  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  Boston,  or  manufacturing,  section  of 
the  Whigs.  Disaffection  had  existed  in  the  Whig  ranks  from 
the  time  of  the  An ti- Texas  Convention  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  in 
the  winter  of  1845,  arising  from  the  coldness,  and  even  opposi- 
tion, which  that  movement  met  with  from  the  chief  men  of  the 
party.  This  discontent  was  increased  by  the  continuance  of  the 
same  coldness  and  refusal  of  cooperation  when  the  An  ti- Texas . 
Committee  was  organized,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  for 
a  last  desperate  effort  of  resistance,  or  of  protest,  against  the 
final  completion  of  the  crime,  on  the  part  of  the  same  eminent 
Whigs.  At  last,  though  there  was  no  proper  division  of  the 
party,  the  distinction  between  the  Anti- Slavery  and  the  Pro- 
Slavery  portions  of  it,  became  sufficiently  marked. 

Among  the  first  named  section  of  the  party  were  to  be  found 
much  of  the  talent,  and  of  the  weight  of  character,  belonging  to 
it  In  the  latter  was  arrayed  its  monied  strength,  its  manufac- 
turing influence,  its  dull  respectability,  and  its  self-glorifying 
piety.  The  odds  were  tremendous,  and  it  is  not  at  all  surpris- 
ing that  the  Pro- Slavery  division  triumphed.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, without  a  struggle.  The  Boston  Whig  became  the  organ 
of  the  movement  portion  of  the  party.  The  Hon.  Charles  F. 
Adams  conducted  it  with  great  ability,  and  it  was  the  medium 
through  which  many  minds  of  distinguished  abiUty  and  excel- 
lence, found  an  utterance  for  their  testimony  against  Slavery. 
Its  effect  was  very  considerable  on  the  general  mind  of  the 
party.  The  apprehensions  of  the  retrograde  section  exaggerated 
their  danger.  It  seemed  at  one  time  as  if  a  revolution  was 
about  to  occur  in  the  pohtics  of  this  State,  analogous,  if  not 
equivalent,  to  that  which  those  of  New  Hampshire  had  under- 
gone. But  the  want  of  union,  of  concert  and  of  a  sufficiently 
aggressive  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  Conscience  Whigs  (as  they 
were  denominated  by  their  adversaries,  with  an  odd,  but  per- 
haps not  an  uncharacteristic,  taste  in  irony,)  prevented  them 
from  pushing  their  advantages  and  achieving  the  laurels  which 
appeared  to  await  them. 
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There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  had  the  Anti- Slavery 
Whigs  made  opposition  to  GJoveraor  Beigos  and  all  who  had 
evinced  a  servile  or  a  cowardly  snbservency  to  the  spirit  of 
Slavery,  —  particularly  as  displayed  in  the  Annexation  of  Texas 
and  the  consequent  war  with  Mexico,  —  the  avowed  basis  of 
their  movement,  that  they  would  have  carried  the  State ;  —  not 
so  much  by  weight  of  numbers,  as  of  character, — not  so  much 
through  their  actual  strength,  as  through  the'  distempered  fears 
with  wliich  honesty  and  consistency  always  alarm  pohtical 
expediency.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  if  this  course 
had  been  taken,  if  it  had  been  distinctly  intimated  that  they 
would  not  support  the  nomination  of  Governor  Beiggs,  that  it 
would  never  have  been  made.  But  those  gentlemen  were  not 
prepared  to  cut  loose  from  their  party.  The  Whig,  the  Norfolk 
American  and  other  papers  which  had  condemned  Mr.  Bbiggs's 
course  in  emphatic  terms,  nevertheless  gave  it  to  be  understood 
on  the  eve  of  the  nominating  Convention,  that  they  should  not 
oppose  his  reelection,  if  he  were  put  in  nomination.  It  was  a 
decisive  test  The  fears  of  the  Pro- Slavery  Whigs  were  dis- 
persed in  an  instant.  The  giant  which  they,  had  beheld  in 
imagination  bestriding  their  path,  dwindled  into  a  dwarf.  The 
nomination  of  Mr.  Beiggs  was  made  by  the  Convention  in  the 
manner  the  most  offensive  to  the  minority.  The  Anti-  Slavery 
Resolutions,  which  were  offered  by  Mr.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
as  the  expression  of  what  seemed  to  that  minority  the  consist- 
ent expression  of  the  opinions  to  which  Massachusetts  stood 
committed,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentahty  of  the  Whig 
Party,  were  cavaherly  rejected,  with  the  added  insult,  that  it 
was  because  they  were  identical  with  those  of  the  majority  !  The 
majority  saw  that  the  game  was  in  their  own  hands,  and  they 
played  it  out  with  spirit  and  success. 

Governor  Beiggs  was  reelected  by  a  large  majority,  by  the 
people,  —  as  why  should  he  not  have  been?  Both  sections  of 
the  predominant  party  sustained  him,  the  Democratic  party  was 
in  no  condition  to  offer  any  serious  opposition  to  his  election, 
and  had  little  disposition  to  do  so,  on  this  quarrel.  Many  of  the 
Anti- Slavery  Whigs,  it  is  known,  refused  to  vote  for  Governor 
B&ioos;   but  not  in  suflicient  numbers  to  affect  the  result 
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Mortifying  as  this  event  must  be  admitted  to  be,  to  all  who 
have  the  honor,  or  the  decency,  of  Massachusetts  at  heart,  it 
certainly  was  nothing  surprising,  under  the  circumstances.  We 
do  not  despair  of  the  Republic,  but  we  are  sure  that  the  people 
must  have  their  eyes  opened,  and  that  their  leaders  must  receive 
their  sight,  before  they  can  accomplish  their  Exodus  out  of  the 
land  of  pro-slavery  darkness  in  which  they  have  chosen  to  dwell 
Although  the  idea  of  opposition  to  Mr.  Briggs  had  been 
abandoned,  if  it  had  ever  been  entertained,  the  spirit  which  the 
disgraceful  condition  of  public  afiairs  had  aroused,  could  not  be 
satisfied  without  some  object  upon  which  to  expend  itself  The 
course  of  Mr.  Winthrop  in  voting  the  war  supphes,  notwith- 
standing the  lying  preamble  to  the  bill,  had  excited  particular 
attention,  and  elicited  marked  animadversion,  among  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Whigs  of  Boston.  His  position  was  made  the  main  point 
of  attack,  and  its  inconsistency  and  criminahty  was  pointed 
out  by  various  writers,  but  by  none  more  forcibly  and  clearly 
than  by  Mr.  Charles  Sumner.  When  Mr.  Winthrop  was 
nominated  anew  to  represent  Boston  in  the  next  Congress,  the 
elements  of  opposition  to  him  concentrated  themselves,  and 
took  the  shape  of  an  Independent  Nomination,  first,  of  Mr. 
Sumner,  and,  upon  his  declining  it,  of  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe  ;  a 
gentleman  whose  devotion  of  his  youth  to  the  deliverance  of 
Greece  from  bondage,  was  a  fitting  education  for  a  confiict  with 
a  worse  than  Ottoman  domination.  This  act  of  rebellion,  the 
first  overt  act  that  had  been  committed,  created  a  strong  sensa- 
tion and  spread  an  extensive  consternation  in  the  camp  of  the 
Pro- Slavery  Whigs.  But  the  result  disappointed  their  fears. 
They  had  thought  the  people  a[  Boston  better  than  they  were. 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  triumphantly  reelected  by  an  increased 
majority,  and  thus  the  sanction  of  the  Capital  was  given  to  an 
unscrupulous  promotion  of  the  base  designs  of  Slavery  by  its 
B.epresentative,  at  the  same  time  that  the  sanction  of  the  State 
was  bestowed  upon  the  analogous  complicity  of  its  Chief  Mag- 
istrate ! 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  men  who  saw  so  clearly  that 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Winthrop  rendered  him  imworthy  of  public 
confidence,  should  fail  to  perceive  that  Governor  Briggs  was  in 
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a  worse  category  than  he.  Mr.  Winthrop  had  only  voted  to 
provide  for  the  volunteers ;  Mr.  Briggs  undertook,  on  no  com- 
pulsion, to  provide  the  volunteers  themselves.  Mr.  Winthrop 
in  a  hot  emergency  had  voted  for  the  preamble  and  bill  together, 
affirming  that  he  voted  for  its  main  objects,  and  not  for  all  its 
details.  Mr.  Briggs,  in  cold  blood,  endorses  the  falsehood  of 
the  preamble  and  makes  it  a  part  of  his  proclamation,  as  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts.  Whatever  Mr.  Winthrop  had  done, 
Mr.  Briggs  had  copied,  and  improved  upon  his  original.  Why 
the  one  should  be  thought  worthy  of  being  elevated  to  the 
Chair  of  State,  while  the  other  deserved  to  be  ejected  from  his 
seat  in  Congress,  was  a  point  of  political  casuistry,  perplexing 
to  common  minds.  And,  no  doubt,  this  perplexity  diminished 
the  vote  for  Dr.  Howe,  as  well  as  increased  that  of  Mr.  Win- 
throp. 

This  was  the  issue  of  the  last  State  campaign,  which  was 
made  to  depend  more  upon  the  merits  of  Anti- Slavery  and  Pro- 
Slavery  than  any  previous  one.  The  ecstacies  of  the  Pro- 
Slavery  Whigs  at  their  success,  almost  rose  to  delirium.  They 
called  for  Bell,  Book  and  Candle,  and  cursed  their  defeated  • 
antagonists  most  religiously,  and  excommunicated  them  from 
their  Household  of  Faith.  The  contest,  though  ending  inglori- 
ously,  was  the  means  of  much  wholesome  Anti -Slavery  agita- 
tion. A  large  division  of  the  predominant  parly  in  the  State 
occupied  the  ground,  and  employed  the  arguments  and  lan- 
guage, of  the  Abolitionists  a  few  years  since,  —  for  which  they 
had  to  encounter  obloquy  and  violence.  We  discern  in  this  cir- 
cumstance a  cheering  proof  of  the  progress  of  our  principles, 
and  in  the  very  development  of  the  Pro-  Slavery  prochvities  of 
the  leaders,  and  of  the  multitude,  of  the  prevailing  party,  we 
see  only  results  which  we  have  long  foreseen  would  follow  the 
application  of  a  pmctical  Anti- Slavery  test.  Notwithstanding 
the  short  comings  and  inconsistencies  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
Whigs,  we  cannot  see  so  large  a  number  of  the  ablest  and  pur- 
est members  of  the  Whig  party  willing  to  risk  their  standing 
and  prospects  in  it,  mther  than  consent  to  its  submissions  to  the 
degrading  demands  of  Slavery,  without  regarding  it  as  a  ground 
of  hope  that  there  may  yet  be  left  a  remnant  sufficient  to  save 
the   State  at  last.     A  nucleus  around  which  the  elements  of 
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political  antagonism  to  Slavery  may  organize  themselves,  a 
nucleus  consisting  of  men  whose  political  integrity,  and  whose 
personal  honor,  are  above  suspicion.  We  shall  watch  with  in- 
terest the  experiment  of  what  such  men  can  do  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  State  from  her  pro-slavery  degradation.  But  we 
beheve  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  come  to  the  conclusion, 
at  last,  that  her  deliverance  is  impossible  as  long  as  she  remains 
a  member  of  a  Slaveholding  Confederacy,  and  that  her  real 
prosperity  and  true  honor  can  only  be  secured  by  the  blow  that 
shall  sever  the  bond  of  the  existing  Union. 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE,   MAINE,   AND    NEW   YORK. 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  has  been  the  scene  of  a  singu- 
lar political  revolution,  during  the  past  year.  A  revolution  to  be 
traced  to  the  Annexation  of  Texas  and  the  attention  which  that 
atrocity  had  directed  to  the  subject  of  Slavery.  This  mighty 
change  in  the  attitude  of  a  State,  which  had  so  long  been  re- 
garded as  the  most  faithful  ally  of  the  South,  is  largely  due  to 
the  exertions  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  of  the  beginning  of 
whose  efforts  we  gave  some  account  in  our  last  Report.  This 
year  the  Pro- Slavery  Democracy  was  routed,  the  Anti- Slavery 
portions  of  the  three  political  parties  united  in  the  victory,  and 
Mr.  Hale  is  now  Speaker  of  the  New  Hampshire  House  of 
Representatives,  and  Senator  elect  for  the  next  six  years.  His 
appearance  in  the  Senate,  as  the  Anti-  Slavery  Senator  of  New 
Hampshire,  will  be  a  scene  as  edifying  as  it  is  novel.  Perhaps 
no  circumstance  has  made  the  South  feel  that  the  allegiance  of 
her  white  Slaves  of  the  North,  is  not  so  unqualified  and  abso- 
lute as  never  to  be  shaken,  as  this  demonstration  of  New 
Hampshire. 

During  the  last  autumn  Mr.  Hale  visited  Boston,  by  the  re- 
quest of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  without  distinction  of  party, 
and  addressed  one  of  the  largest  audiences  ever  assembled  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  with  great  force  and  effect,  on  the  Political  As- 
pects of  Slavery.  He  also  addressed  popular  assemblies  in 
several  other  towns  in  this  State. 

In  Maine,  also,  a  great  change,  though  not  so  radical,  has 
been  produced  in  the  poHtical  complexion  of  the  State,  for  the 
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same  reasons,  and,  in  a  good  degree,  through  the  agency  of  the 
same  gentleman,  who  visited  various  parts  of  the  State  previont 
to  its  election.  This  change,  as  well  as  that  in  New  Hampshire, 
was  ill  tidings  to  the  Slaveholders,  implying  as  it  did,  a  with- 
drawal of  the  fealty  of  those  whom  they  esteemed  their  most 
faithful  vassals. 

The  history  of  New  York  has  been  less  honorable  to  its  in- 
habitants. The  Convention  of  which  we  spoke  in  our  last 
Report  has  been  held,  and  in  the  Constitution  which  they 
reported,  they  retained  the  clause  excluding  colored  persona 
from  the  right  of  suffrage,  unless  possessing  si  certain  pro- 
perty qualification.  But  in  order  that  the  sense  of  the  people 
might  be  taken  directly  on  this  point,  it  was  provided  that  the 
voters  should  express  their  pleasure  explicitly  upon  the  question 
of  colored  suffice.  This  subject  created  much  sensation  and 
discussion.  Sides  were  taken.  The  division  in  pubhc  senti- 
ment did  not  always  tally  with  the  lines  of  demarcation  between 
the  political  parties.  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  to  be  found 
on  both  sides.  But  justice  requires  us  to  say  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  Whig  presses  and  voters  were  to  be  found  on  the 
side  of  equal  rights.  The  New  York  Tribune  especially  honors 
ably  distinguished  itself  by  its  maintenance  of  the  right. 

But  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  people  of  that  State,  when 
the  vote  was  taken,  an  immense  majority  was  found  to  be 
adverse  to  the  act  of  justice  asked  of  them.  Accordingly,  in  a 
commonwealth  where  the  idea  of  a  property  qualification  is 
scouted  as  an  absurdity,  and  where  the  avenues  to  the  ballot- 
box  are  thrown  open  to  every  ignorant  and  degraded  European 
peasant  who  is  driven  by  starvation  to  its  shores,  a  large  popu- 
lation, vying  in  respectability  and  intelligence  with  equal  num- 
bers of  native  whites  are  denied  their  political  rights,  unless 
they  can  purchase  the  privilege  by  the  acquisition  of  a  certain 
landed  qualification !  No  excuse  can  be  given  or  framed  for 
this  gross  and  hypocritical  outrage.  No  danger  from  the  ex- 
tension of  the  right  of  Suffrage  to  all  the  people,  without  regard 
to  their  complexion,  can  be  pretended.  It  is  the  fruit  of  that 
prejudice  of  color,  which  was  the  offspring  of  Northern  Slavery 
and  is  fostered  by  Southern  Slavery.  The  political  rights  of 
3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 


the  firee  men  of  color  of  New  York  axe  offered  up  as  an  accept- 
able sacrifice  to  the  Great  Idol  of  the  nation.  It  is  an  enduring 
disgrace  to  the  Humanity,  Christianity  and  Civilization  of  the 
People  of  New  York. 

THE   SOUTH. 

Those  events,  the  effects  of  which  we  have  been  tracing  upon 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  North,  have  had  their  natural  and 
necessary  effect  in  strengthening  the  hands  and  exalting  the 
heart  of  the  South.  The  Annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  war 
with  Mexico  have  not  only  given  greater  security  to  Slavery, 
and  greater  value  to  Slaves,  but  they  have  had  the  effect  of 
checking  the  progress  of  the  Anti- Slavery  sentiment  in  those 
regions.  The  spirit  of  violence  and  of  lawlessness  which 
always  accompanies  Slavery  has  been  as  rife  as  ever,  or  even 
more  rampant  than  before;  but  we  have  not  seen  so  many 
evidences  of  a  growing  antagonist  principle,  as  we  have  dis- 
cerned in  some  former  years.  The  war-spirit  and  the  increased 
insolence  of  the  Slave-power  sufficiently  accounts  for  this 
apparent  alteration  for  the  worse.  But  we  are  confident  that 
the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  is  not  dead  where  it  has  ever  manifested 
itself,  but  only  sleeping. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  expression  of  a  belief  in  the  ruinous 
nature  of  Slavery  to  the  people  where  it  existed,  cost  one  of  the 
ablest  men  in  Virginia  his  life.  John  H.  Pleasants,  for  many 
years  editor  of  the  Richmond  Whig,  a  paper  celebrated  through- 
out the  country  for  its  talent,  inserted  some  articles  on  the  mis* 
chievous  nature  of  Slavery  as  an  economical  institution,  —  rest- 
ing its  ailment  wholly,  or  nearly  so,  upon  the  injury  done  to 
the  master,  not  upon  the  rights  of  the  Slave.  To  the  doctrine 
of  these  articles  Mr.  Pleasants  expressed  his  entire  assent.  In 
consequence  of  this  opinion  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
editorship  of  ihe  Whig,  and  he  became  connected  with  another 
newspaper.  In  this  he  became  involved  in  a  controversy  with 
Thomas  Ritchie,  of  the  Enquirer,  from  which  arose  a  challenge 
from  the  son  of  Mr.  Rttchie,  followed  by  one  of  the  most 
barbarous  and  butcherly  duels  on  record,  in  which  Mr.  Pleas- 
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▲NTS  received  wounds  of  which  he  died.  Ritchie,  of  course, 
escaped  unpunished. 

An  attempt  was  made  ahout  the  same  time  in  Maryland  to 
suppress  the  Baltimore  Saturday  Visiter,  as  an  incendiary  print 
Resolutions  requesting  the  Governor  to  institute  proceedings 
against  Dr.  Snodorass,  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Clagbtt.  He 
took  nothing,  however,  by  his  motion,  and  the  only  effect  of  this 
assault  upon  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  as  well  of  some  other 
attempts  to  add  yet  more  to  the  burdens  and  trials  of  the  free 
colored  people  of  Maryland,  was  to  produce  a  more  general 
agitation  and  discussion  of  the  subject  Dr.  Snodorass,  undis- 
mayed by  this  attack  upon  him,  has  continued  ever  since  to 
maintain  his  independent  and  courageous  course,  rather  re- 
doubling than  Himinishing  his  An ti- Slavery  testimonies.  His 
fideUty  and  intrepidity  are  worthy  of  all  admiration. 

Very  different  has  been  the  course  of  the  other  Anti- Slavery 
editor  in  the  Slave  States,  on  whose  career  the  eyes  of  the 
lovers  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  were  fixed  with  ad- 
miring interest  That  career,  the  most  brilliant  one  as  it  seem- 
ed, that  opened  before  any  man  in  the  country,  is  now  changed 
to  dishonor  and  disgrace.  Soon  after  the  President  of  tAe 
United  States  had  issued  his  requests  to  the  several  States  for 
volunteers,  under  the  law  authorizing  him  to  accept  them,  a 
report  reached  the  North  that  Cassius  M.  Clat  had  volunteered 
his  services.  The  report  was  regarded  at  first  as  a  mere  idle 
rumor,  —  "a  weak  invention  of  the  enemy," — and  no  credit 
whatever  was  given  to  it  But  it  was  too  soon  confirmed  by 
himself,  in  the  True  American,  in  an  article  in  which  he  an- 
nounced and  defended  his  intention  of  going  to  the  wars.  His 
justification  of  himself  was  singularly  lame  and  impotent.  He 
had  denounced  the  Mexican  war  as  part  of  the  "  disgraceful  and 
degrading  act"  of  the  larceny  of  Texas,  and  said,  "  that  the  de- 
claration of  Congress  that  war  exists,  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  is  a 
lie."  But  then  "  war  exists ! "  And  existing,  it  is  our  duty  to  sup- 
port it  "  lUsistance  to  the  (government  would  be  rebellion,"  — 
therefore  we  must  volunteer  to  help  it  do  its  dirty  and  wicked 
work !  AT>d  Congress,  too,  is  of  this  same  opinion !  Fortified 
by  these  arguments,  and  by  this  authority,  Mr.  Clay  accepts  the 
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commaod  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  and  sets  forth  for  the  Halls  of 
the  Montezumas. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained,  by  his  own  declaration,  that  it 
was  indeed  true  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  fight  the  battles  of 
Slavery,  all  confidence  in  his  stability  of  character  and  strength 
of  principle  vanished.  The  hopes  which  the  abolitionists  had 
delighted  to  entertain  of  the  services  he  was  to  render  to  the 
cause  of  Freedom  melted  into  air.  The  spell  was  broken.  The 
enchantment  was  at  an  end.  The  spontaneous  feeling  of  the 
great  mass  of  his  subscribers  in  the  Free  States,  led  them  to 
discontinue  his  paper  as  a  testimony  against  his  course.  The 
extensive  Northern  support  that  he  received  was  owing  mainly 
to  the  interest  excited  by  his  personal  character  and  history,  and 
by  the  belief  that  his  paper  was  to  be  the  expression  of  intelli- 
gent opposition  to  Slavery.  When  they  discovered  that  the 
editor  with  whom  it  was  identified  in  an  especial  manner  in 
their  eyes  and  in  that  of  the  country,  had  left  his  post  and 
"  drawn  the  voluntary  blade  "  against  a  nation  whose  only  crime 
in  the  eyes  of  this  people  is  that  it  has  abolished  Slavery,  for 
the  purpose  of  reestablishing  Slavery  upon  soil  from  which  it 
had  once  been  banished,  it  seemed  to  them  that  he  was  either 
a  traitor  to  his  principles,  or  incapable  of  distinguishing  between 
good  and  evil,  in  so  palpable  a  case  as  this.  In  either  case  it 
appeared  very  absurd  that  they  should  give  him  their  counte- 
nance and  support,  while  he  was  in  this  state  of  mind  and 
employed  in  this  manner.  And  this,  whatever  might  be  the 
immediate  motive  of  his  conduct,  whether  it  were  a  love  of  gold 
lace  and  fighting,  a  desire  of  recovering  the  caste  he  had  lost 
among  Kentuckians  of  his  own  condition  and  degree,  a  wilhng- 
ness  to  make  amends  for  the  disturbance  he  had  given  to  the 
quiet  of  Slavery,  by  going  to  fight  its  battles,  or  a  sincere  belief 
that  the  standing  and  influence  he  would  gain  by  a  brilliant 
military  career  would  give  him  a  better  opportunity  and  a  new 
power  to  employ  for  the  destruction  of  Slavery.  Whatever  his 
motive  might  be,  it  could  be  none  consistent  with  an  intelliigent 
and  earnest  Anti- Slavery  career.  His  power  departed  from  him 
when  he  enrolled  himself  in  the  hosts  of  Slavery,  and  the  lov- 
ers of  liberty  are  compelled  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  champion  in 
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the  enemy's  country.  We  mourn  over  our  disappointed  hopes, 
and  his  blighted  prospects ;  but  our  experience  teaches  us  that 
no  support  is  to  be  expected  from  a  reed  that  has  once  broken, 
through  its  own  inherent  weakness  or  vice,  as  we  leaned  upon 
it,  and  so,  though  with  grief,  we  turn  from  him  who  has  deceived 
as,  and  await  the  advent  of  another  and  a  greater  deUverer  yet 
to  arise  in  the  heart  of  Slavery,  to  cooperate  with  the  besieging 
hosts  that  are  enclosing  it  on  every  side. 

The  True  American  was  published  regularly  for  some  months 
afler  Mr.  Clay's  departure  for  the  seat  of  war,  and  conducted 
with  eminent  ability,  and  great  anti-slavery  thoroughness.  Could 
Mr.  Clay  have  been  entirely  disconnected  with  the  paper,  so 
that  it  should  no  longer  have  been  his  organ,  under  his  control, 
and  to  become  again  the  medium  of  his  mind  after  his  return 
from  his  pro-slavery  crusade,  —  in  short,  could  the  identity  be- 
tween him  and  the  Trae  American  been  effectually  destroyed, 
—  the  abolitionists  would  have  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  it  But  the  tone  and  character  of  the  paper  obviously 
depended  upon  the  will  of  its  proprietor,  and  was  liable  to  be 
changed  at  any  moment  at  his  pleasure,  —  and  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  so  very  imstable  and  capricious  a  person  as  Mr. 
Clay  had  proved  himself  to  be,  formed  no  sufficient  ground  for 
Anti- Slavery  confidence  and  support  At  the  end  of  three  or 
four  months  the  paper  was  suddenly  discontinued  by  order  of 
Mr.  B&UTUS  Clay,  the  brother  and  attorney  of  the  absent 
owner.  The  pretence  was  that  the  receipts  fell  short  of  the 
expenses.  Though  this  might  have  been  temporarily  true,  yet 
it  is  believed  that  the  actual  amount  received  by  Mr.  Clay 
from  subscriptions,  very  considerably  exceeded  the  deficit.  It  is 
affirmed  that  he  was  not  cognizant  with  this  act  of  his  brother, 
who  has  no  sympathy  with  his  course,  and  is  himself  a  large 
slave-owner.  We  beheve,  however,  that  the  result  will  be 
^beneficial  to  the  cause,  as  we  have  reason  to  think  that  another 
Anti- Slavery  paper,  in  more  trustworthy  hands,  will  soon  be 
established  within  the  limits  of  Kentucky.  Such  an  enterprise 
has  our  most  cordial  good  wishes  for  its  success. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  a  movement  has 
been  made  which  may  possibly  test  the  utility  of  the  Constitu- 
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tkm  of  the  United  Stales  as  a  safe-guard  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Press.  Dr.  Gamaliel  Bailey,  recently  editcir  of  the  Cincinnati 
Philanthropist,  has  established  a  newspaper,  entitled  "  The  Na- 
tional Era,"  as  the  metropolitan  organ  of  the  Third  Political  Par- 
ty, and  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti- Slavery  Society,  in 
Washington.  He  is  to  be  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Amos  A.  Phelps 
and  John  G.  Whittier,  Esq.,  as  corresponding  editors.  This 
event  has  excited  some  sensation  in  that  city  and  in  the  Slave- 
holding  region  generally,  and  the  City  Government  of  George- 
town, has  it  under  consideration,  whether  such  a  paper  should  be 
tolerated  there.  The  right  secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  does  not  seem  to  enter  at  all  into  the  thoughts 
of  those  who  object  to  this  measure.  Whether  any  means,  with 
or  without  the  forms  of  law,  will  be  taken  to  prevent  this  print 
from  going  on,  is  not  yet  known.  But  the  fact  that  the  right  of 
any  man,  or  set  of  men,  to  establish  such  newspaper  as  seems 
good  to  them,  in  the  capital  of  the  nation,  can  be  a  matter  of 
question  and  debate,  is  a  suggestive  commentary  upon  the  value 
of  Constitutional  guarantees,  when  they  in  any  degree  interfere 
with  the  convenience  of  Slavery.  And  in  effect,  the  toleration 
of  this,  or  any  other,  paper  in  any  part  of  our  Slave  Territory,  or 
its  vicinity,  depends  entirely  on  the  opinion  of  the  Slaveholders 
as  to  its  probable  effect  upon  the  tenure  of  their  property. 

Were  the  Slaveholders  of  that  region,  indeed,  intelligently  in- 
formed of  the  character  of  the  party  of  which  the  National  Era 
is  to  be  the  organ,  and  of  the  relations  of  the  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  it  to  the  Anti- Slavery  Enterprise,  we  think  that  they 
would  be  in  no  apprehension  of  danger  from  its  existence 
among  them.  Did  they  know  that  that  party  is  behind  neither 
of  the  others  in  the  warmth  of  its  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  eager  as  either  of  them  to  swear  to 
support  it  and  lo  perform  its  requisitions,  they  would  understand 
the  organ  of  such  a  party  to  be  really  as  innocuous  as  the  de- 
precatory tone  of  the  editor  would  fain  persuade  them  to  believe 
that  it  is.  And  were  they,  further,  acquainted  with  the  conduct 
of  the  corresponding  editors  towards  the  Anti- Slavery  move- 
ment (of  which  they  evidently  suppose  those  gentlemen  to  be  a 
part)  at  the  time  of  the  malignant  and  treacherous  assaults  up- 
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on  its  life  in  1840,  we  apprehend  they  would  be  relieved  of  all 
alarm.  And  when  they  learn  the  language  of  the  resident  edi- 
tor respecting  the  Mexican  war,  as  follows :  "  If  we  thought 
him  (General  Taylor)  in  danger,  and  that  volunteers  from  this 
section  were  really  needed  to  save  him,  we  should  certainly  post- 
ponr.  the  articles  we  are  now  writing.  Heaven  forbid  that  word 
or  act  of  ours  should  have  the  remotest  tendency  to  jeopard  the 
safety  of  that  noble  officer,  and  his  bmve  army;"  when  they 
come  to  learn  this,  if  they  have  the  sagacity  they  have  usually 
shown,  they  will  not  see  in  him  a  very  dangerous  enemy  to 
their  peculiar  institution.  We  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
that  gentleman,  of  his  virtues  or  his  talents ;  but  we  are  bold  to 
affirm  that  a  man  who  could  entertain  and  express  such  a  feel- 
ing towards  the  Slaveholding  leader  of  our  national  banditti, 
engaged  in  our  pimtical  incursion  into  Mexico  for  the  extension 
and  perpetuation  of  Slavery,  that  such  a  man,  whatever  else  he 
may  be,  is  not  AN  ABOLITIONIST,  and  need  not  be  feared, 
and  should  not  be  encouraged  as  such. 

COMPENSATION    AND    GRADUALISM. 

The  triumphant  success  of  the  Texas  conspiracy  and  the 
alarming  rapidity  with  which  it  has  been  followed  up  with  a 
wider  plan  of  pro-slavery  conquest,  have  aroused  the  attention 
and  excited  the  reflection  of  many  able  minds.  Schemes  for  the 
removal  of  the  curse  of  Slavery,  which  men  are  beginning  to 
perceive  clings  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  Slave,  have  been  sug- 
gested by  this  new  awakening  in  the  public  mind.  Plans  of 
compensation  and  of  gradual  emancipation  have  been  broached 
and  seized  upon,  as  straws  which  may  yet  perchance  save  the 
sinking  State.  Attention  has  been,  in  a  particular  manner, 
drawn  to  this  subject,  by  a  letter  addressed  to  John  Qdinct 
Adams,  by  the  Hon.  David  Sears,  of  Boston,  a  gentleman  of 
high  social  position  and  great  private  excellence,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Anti- Texas  Convention  of  1845. 
This  letter,  which  was  written  three  years  ago,  though  but  re- 
cently published,  suggests  a  plan  of  prospective  Emancipation,  ' 
to  be  connected  with  compensation  to  the  masters  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.     This  letter  has  also  been  the 
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occasion  of  a  series  of  very  ably  written  articles  in  the  Boston 
Courier,  which  are  understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of  a  gentle- 
man of  the  highest  standing  in  the  mercantile  world,  whose 
reputation  as  a  profound  thinker  and  a  clear  expounder  of  the 
philosophy  of  Free  Trade  is  not  confined  to  his  native  country. 

The  hints  which  Mr.  Sears  had  briefly  suggested  of  the  evils 
which.  Slavery  entails  upon  a  country  cursed  with  its  presence 
—  of  the  ignorance,  the  idleness,  the  poverty,  which  are  its 
necessary  attendants,  —  are  followed  up  more  at  large  by  this 
writer,  and  enforced  by  irresistible  arguments,  and  by  facts  and 
figures  which  cannot  he.  The  unprofitable  nature  of  Slave 
labor,  and  the  vices,  poverty  and  misery,  which  follow  in  its 
train,  are  demonstrated  and  illustrated  with  singular  clearness 
and  felicity.  If  the  desperation  with  which  the  Slaveholders 
cHng  to  their  pecuhar  institution  arose  solely,  or  chiefly,  from  the 
pecuniary  profit  they  receive  from  it,  such  arguments  and  such 
an  array  of  statistics  could  not  fail  to  convince  them  of  the  error 
of  their  poUtical  economy.  If  they  cared  for  the  general  igno- 
rance which  pervades  their  section  of  country,  the  comparison 
of  the  inteUigence  and  better  education  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Free  States,  might  be  expected  to  make  an  impression  upon 
their  minds.  But  of  all  these  things,  we  beUeve  that  there  are 
none  more  fully  sensible  than  the  Slaveholders.  They  know 
that  their  system  is  a  ruinous  one  to  the  States  in  which  they 
live,  and  they  know  that  their  own  wealth  would  be  increased 
by  the  exchange  of  the  labor  of  Freemen  for  that  of  Slaves. 
They  know  that  Slavery  impoverishes  the  mind  as  well  as  the 
soil  and  the  wealth  of  the  State  where  it  exists.  That  general 
education  and  intelligence  cannot  prevail  in  a  commonwealth, 
the  corner-stone  of  whose  republican  institutions  rests  upon 
Slavery.  None  know  these  things  so  well  as  they,  and  yet  they 
lay  hold  upon  the  ruinous  institution  as  if  it  were  the  very  altar 
of  their  political  and  eternal  salvation. 

The  fallacy  in  the  arguments  of  those  who  think  that  state- 
ments of  fact  conclusive  of  the  unprofitableness  and  mischiev- 
ousness  of  Slavery,  can  induce  those  implicated  in  it  to  hsten  to 
propositions  of  gradualism  and  compensation,  lies  in  the  suppo- 
sition that  Slavery  is  maintained  for  the  sake  of  the  wealth  that 
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it  produces.  It  is  not  wealth,  but  power,  as  a  means  to  which 
all  men  seek  for  wealth,  that  Slavery  is  cherished  and  upheld. 
It  is  because  our  civil  institutions  have  been  so  arranged, 
through  the  folly  of  our  fathers  and  our  own,  that  the  Slavehold- 
ers, in  virtue  of  their  ownership  in  human  beings,  possess  a  con- 
trol over  the  policy  and  destinies  of  the  whole  nation,  which  no 
aristocracy  ever  possessed  before,  that  they  vindicate  that 
ownership  with  such  resolute  determination.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  Slaveholders  not  exceeding  two  hundeed  and  fifty 
THOUSAND,  and  the  actual  voters  who  exercise  the  political 
power  (deducting  women,  minors  and  absentees)  probably  not 
much  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand,  and  this  compact 
aristocracy  having  twenty-five  votes  in  the  House,  as  represent- 
atives of  their  property,  and  a  clear  majority  of  FOUR  VOTES 
in  the  Senate,  it  is  plain  that  they  have  an  interest  in  the  main- 
tenance of  Slavery  which  cannot  be  measured  by  the  statistics 
of  production.  The  profits  on  their  capital  invested  in  lands 
and  Slaves  form  a  very  small  particular  in  the  advantages^  the 
Slaveholders  derive  from  a  system,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
have  a  controlling  influence,  indeed  an  absolute  negative,  upon 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  who  dictate  the  policy,  make  the 
Presidents,  have  a  veto  upon  every  nomination  to  office  from 
the  least  unto  the  greatest,  and  in  short  are  the  governing 
power  of  the  nation.  They  can  do  without  great  direct  profits, 
with  such  profitable  incidents  as  these.  They  have  no  interest 
in  the  education  of  their  poor  while  neighbors.  It  is  their  pol- 
icy to  keep  them  as  near  the  level  of  the  Slaves  as  they  can. 

Ownership  in  human  beings  is  the  basis  of  the  power  of  this 
Oligarchy.  And  what  Ohgarchy  ever  resigned  its  power  of  its 
own  accord  ?  A  single  despot  has  now  and  then  in  history 
abdicated  his  rule,  —  but  an  Ohgarchy  never.  It  never  yields 
except  to  compulsion,  —  to  the  strong  compulsion  of  the  many 
who  have  long  submitted  to  its  sway.  ^  It  is  in  vain  to  expect, 
by  persuasion  or  by  purchase,  to  prevail  upon  men  invested 
with  this  sovereignty  over  their  fellow  men,  to  renounce  that 
element  of  their  condition,  by  which  they  enjoy  it.  Political 
power  is  not  a  marketable  article.  Men  who  have  got  it  will 
not  resign  it  except  upon  the  sternest  necessity.     We  are  con- 
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strained  to  believe  that  there  is  no  deliverance  for  the  people  of 
the  Free  States  from  the  yoke  their  Fathers  imposed,  and  they 
have  worn  so  long,  except  by  a  radical  and  revolutionary 
change  in  our  political  institutions  or  in  our  political  relations, — 
either  by  a  change  in  the  Constitution  (which,  as  matters  now 
stand,  is  politically  and  morally  an  impossibility,)  or  by  a  Disso- 
lution of  the  Union.  And  we  can  discern  no  way  of  escape  for 
the  Slave,  as  long  as  the  moral,  religious,  political  and  physical 
weight  of  the  Free  States  is  arrayed,  as  it  now  is,  on  the  side 
of  the  Slaveholder.  Disunion,  religious  and  political,  is  the 
only  remedy  sixteen  years  of  close  attention  to  this  subject  has 
enabled  us  to  discover  for  the  distempered  and  disjointed  times 
in  which  we  live, — for  the  deliverance  of  the  Slave  and  for  the 
enfranchisement  of  ourselves ! 

ENGLAND. 

The  Anti-  Slavery  history  of  England  has  been  unusually  full 
of  various  incident  during  the  past  year.  The  formation  of  the 
Anti- Slavery  League,  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  the  visit  of  Mr. 
Garrison,  the  extensive  agitation  of  the  Slavery  Question  by 
his  means,  assisted  by  Mr.  Thompson  and  the  American  aboli- 
tionists abroad,  of  which  we  shall  speak  more  fully  presently, 
have  made  the  last  year  one  of  extraordinary  Anti- Slavery 
animation  and  interest.  We  are  satisfied  that  there  was  never 
a  time  when  the  chamcter  of  American  Slavery,  the  relations  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  and  Slave  States,  the  constitutional 
bulwarks  of  the  institution,  the  position  and  difficulties  of  abo- 
litionists in  this  country,  —  in  short  the  actual  nature  of  Slavery 
and  Pro- Slavery, — were  so  well  understood  and  intelligently 
considered,  in  England,  as  at  the  present  time.  And  we  believe 
that  we  could  never  boast  of  a  larger  and  more  devoted  band  of 
faithful  friends,  in  the  mother-country,  than  we  now  possess. 
They  have  been  well  winnowed  by  the  agitation  that  has 
passed  over  the  land,  but  it  was  the  chaff  only  that  was  scatter- 
ed by  its  breath. 

The  contributions  to  the  treasury  of  the  Slave,  through  the 
channel  of  the  Boston  Bazaar,  were  never  so  abundant,  or  so 
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valuable,  in  any  of  the  munificent  years  that  are  gone,  as  in  this. 
Besides  the  places  from  which  we  have  learned  to  expect 
assistance,  by  our  experience  of  what  seems  to  have  become 
almost  a  prescription,  such  as  London,  Bristol,  Darlington,  &c., 
we  have  this  year  received  elegant  gifts  from  a  multitude  of 
other  places,  and  are  thus  put  in  communication  with  new  and 
efficient  friends.  This  extension  of  our  Anti- Slavery  relations 
in  England,  as  v^ell  as  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  is  doubtless 
largely  owing  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Garrison  and  the  new  impulse 
given  by  him  to  the  cause  abroad.  But  no  inconsidemble  pro- 
portion of  the  credit  of  it  is  due  to  the  timely  publication  of  an 
excellent  pamphlet,  by  J.  B.  Estlin,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  entitled 
"A  Brief  Notice  of  American  Slavery  and  of  the  Abolition 
Movement"  This  tract  was  written  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing more  accurate  information  on  these  subjects,  than  could  be 
easily  procured  in  England.  It  is  yery  carefully  and  skilfully 
prepared,  and  contains  an  extraordinary  amount  of  information 
in  a  very  moderate  space.  It  was  i^adely  circulated,  and 
unquestionably  had  a  very  beneficial  effect  in  exciting  and 
strengthening  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  cause. 

The  hand  of  death  has  been  busy  iq  the  ranks  of  the  English 
Abolitionists  during  the  past  year.  It  will  forever  be  remem- 
bered, in  an  especial  maimer,  as  marking  the  lime  when  the 
spirit  of  Clarkson  took  its  flight  from  earth.  This  illustrious 
philanthropist  closed  a  life  extending  over  neariy  a  century  of 
beneficent  years,  on  the  2bth  of  September,  at  Playford  Hall, 
near  Ipswich,  in  the  eighty-seventh  ycEir  of  his  age.  This  is 
no  place  to  attempt  to  recoimt  the  narrative  of  his  life.  It 
belongs  to  History,  which  has  no  brighter  page  than  that  which 
will  record  his  services  to  his  race.  The  first  of  the  generous 
band  that  commenced,  sixty  years  ago,  the  movement  which 
has  been  successively  crowned  with  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  and  with  West  India  Emancipation,  he  was  the  last  to  be 
removed  from  the  scene  of  his  toils  and  his  triumphs.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  a  career  more  brilliant,  more  beneficent,  and 
more  fortunate  than  his.  Though  his  crowded  youth  and  prime 
of  manhood  were  not  exempt  from  that  obloquy  which  is  ever 
the  authentic  seal  of  fidelity  to  odious  truth,  he  survived  it,  by 
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many  years,  lived  to  see  his  conntiy  purified  from  the  guilt  of 
the  Slave-trade  and  of  Slavery  and  died  amidst  the  unanimous 
veneration  of  his  age.  Never  was  so  laborious  and  useful  a 
life  crowned  by  so  serene  and  beautiful  an  ending.  He  rests 
from  his  labors  at  the  close  of  one  of  the  longest  of  life's  days, 
crowded  with  works  of  light  and  goodness,  which  melted  into 
an  evening,  serene  and  beautiful,  fit  end  to  such  a  day.  He  has 
achieved  for  himself  a  name  among  the  proudest  of  those  that 
axe  the  cherished  heritage  of  mankind.  Of  all  the  illustrious 
dead  that  England,  or  the  world,  delights  to  honor,  there  is  no 
one  whose  fame  is  purer  or  brighter,  or  will  be  more  enduring, 
than  that  of  Thomas  Clareson.  He  has  linked  his  name  with 
the  delivemnce  of  an  oppressed  mce,  with  whose  freedom  and 
happiness,  and  with  all  the  incidental  blessings  flowing  from  it, 
his  name  will  be  identified  to  the  end  of  time.  His  victories 
were  the  victories  of  Peacq,  "  not  less  renowned  than  war,"  and 
his  laurels  will  bloom  forever. 

"  Ne'er  to  the  mansions  where  the  mighty  rest, 
Since  their  foundations  came  a  nobler  guest ! 
Nor  e*er  was  to  the  bowers  of  bliss  conveyed, 
A  fairer  spirit,  a  more  welcome  shade  !  " 

It  was  a  fortunate  coincidence  that  Mr.  Garrsion,  who, 
on  a  former  visit  to  England,  assisted  at  the  obsequies  of 
WiLBERFORCE,  should  havc  chanced  to  be  there  again  to 
receive  from  the  lips  of  the  dying  patriarch  his  last  bless- 
ing, and  from  his  hands  his  last  bequest  to  the  Abolitionists 
of  America.  He  has  himself  left  on  record  his  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Garrison's  services  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  and 
he  had  expressed  an  earnest  wish  to  see  his  face  again  before 
he  died.  He  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Movement  in  this  country,  and  his  native  sagacity, 
made  more  keen  by  long  experience,  enabled  him  to  discern 
who  were  the  genuine  friends  of  the  Slave  in  the  New  World 
and  what  the  true  method  of  carrying  forward  his  cause.  And 
in  spite  of  the  sectarian  surveillance  under  which  soi  disant 
abolitionists  of  the  school  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Society 
attempted  to  keep  him,  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  extending  to 
us  in  this  country  his  words  of  counsel  and  of  cheer.     At  this 
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last  interview  with  Mr.  Garrison  he  placed  in  his  hands  one 
of  the  latest  productions  of  his  mind,  —  his  latest  offeriDg  to 
Liberty,  —  entitled  "  Hints  to  the  American  People  in  the  event 
of  a  Dissolution  of  the  Union."  Though  written  in  his  extreme 
old  age,  it  is  inferior  to  none  of  his  former  productions,  in  clear- 
ness of  thought  and  vigor  of  expression.  It  sufficiently  refutes, 
by  evidence  contained  within  itself,  the  malignant  suggestion  of 
the  disguised  enemies  of  the  Anti- Slavery  Movement  in  England 
and  America,  that  it  was  the  offspring  of  dotage.  Thus  his  last 
hours  were  devoted  to  the  great  cause  for  which  he  had  lived. 
Age  could  not  chill,  nor  the  fast  gathering  shadows  of  death 
darken,  the  native  enthusiasm  of  his  soul  in  the  great  behalf  of 
human  rights.  His  dying  thoughts  could  not  be  hmited  by  the 
country  that  gave  him  birth,  but  flew  across  the  ocean  to  the 
land  which  is  now  the  battle-ground  of  Liberty  and  Slavery. 
His  example  in  death,  as  in  life,  was  a  precious  legacy  to  those 
engaged  in  that  glorious  strife.  It  will  strengthen  and  en- 
courage them  in  the  difficult  warfare  they  are  waging,  and  help 
to  make  them  faithful  and  patient  even  unto  the  end. 

The  close  of  the  year  1845,  witnessed  the  death  of  one  of  the 
most  faithful  and  able  of  England's  abolitionists,  although  it 
took  place  far  from  his  native  land,  in  the  island  where  the 
last  hair  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  the  service  of  the  African 
race.  The  Rev.  William  Knibb  died  in  Jamaica,  near  Fal- 
mouth, on  the  15lh  of  November,  1845,  in  the  42d  year  of  his 
age ;  but  the  news  did  not  reach  us  until  after  the  preparation 
of  our  last  Report.  He  was  a  Baptist  missionary,  andliad  vin- 
dicated his  title  to  the  office  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  by  the 
courage,  zeal  and  eloquence  with  which  he  maintained  the 
rights  of  the  colored  population,  in  the  midst  of  fiery  persecution. 
In  1832  his  chapel  was  destroyed  and  he  was  obliged  to  flee  for 
his  life.  But  it  was  the  scene  only  of  his  mission  that  was 
changed.  He  rang  the  great  truth  in  the  ears  of  the  people  of 
England  that  Christianity  and  Slavery  could  not  coexist  on  the 
same  soil,  and  it  was  in  a  large  measure  owing  to  his  exertions 
that  the  public  mind  of  the  mother  country  was  aroused  to  such 
a  pitch  of  excitement,  that  the  Government  could  no  longer 
refuse   to  act,  but  was  compelled  to  institute  the  measures 
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which  ended  in  1838  in  universal  emancipation.  Having  seen 
the  success  which  followed  his  labors,  he  in  due  lime  returned 
to  Jamaica  to  the  people  with  whom  he  had  cast  in  his  lot, 
where  he  received  tiie  respect  and  enjoyed  the  influence  he  had 
justly  earned.  His  death  caused  a  strong  sensation  in  Jamaica, 
and  many  thousands  testified  their  sense  of  his  services,  and 
their  grief  for  his  loss,  as  they  flocked  together  to  follow  their 
benefactor  to  his  grave. 

On  the  16th  day  of  March,  1846,  the  Anti- Slavery  cause  lost 
a  long-tried  friend  ^nd  ardent  supporter,  by  the  death  of  Joseph 
Pease,  which  took  place  at  Feethams,  Darlington,  in  the 
seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age.  This  gentleman,  in  public  and 
pivate  life,  ever  showed  himself  a  zealous  and  consistent  friend 
to  the  negro  and  to  the  oppressed  of  every  name.  He  had  been 
for  many  years  the  intimate  friend  and  correspondent  of  Thovas 
Clarkson,  and  was  the  partner  of  his  philanthropy  as  well  as 
of  his  friendship.  At  a  good  old  age,  though  many  years 
younger  than  his  venerable  friend,  he  preceded  him  by  a  few 
months  to  the  grave,  followed  by  the  regret  and  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  his  worth. 

In  the  month  of  October  died  one  whose  frequent  and  inti- 
mate communication  with  us,  and  whose  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  true  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country,  made  us  re- 
gard him  as  almost  one  of  ourselves.  The  character  of  Edward 
S.  Abdy  was  one  made  up  of  rare  qualities.  He  was  an  abo- 
litionist of  the  finest  water.  The  spurious  and  the  worthless 
dwindled  to  their  true  value  by  his  side.  He  alone,  of  English 
tourists  in  America,  was  able  to  withstand  the  influence  of  our 
pro-slavery  air,  and  to  see  Slavery  and  Anti- Slavery  as  they  are. 
To  him  the  colored  race  was  the  most  interesting  object  that 
this  country  presented  to  his  observation,  and  their  condition 
and  destiny  were  what  excited  his  warmest  sympathy  and  most 
intelligent  regard.  In  this  country,  he  hesitated  not  to  place 
himself  by  the  side  of  the  slave  and  of  the  abolitionist,  even  in 
days  when  the  pro-slavery  spirit  amounted  even  to  fanaticism. 
His  book  of  travels,  though  one  of  the  best  ever  written,  was 
tabooed  in  consequence  of  his  anti-slavery  fidelity,  and  put  under 
the  ban  of  the  ser\'ile  pubhshers  of  that  day.     In  England,  his 
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testimonies  were  ever  equally  clear  and  timely.  He  withdrew 
firom  the  British  and  Foreign  Society,  when  he  found  that 
its  machinery  was  directed  rather  against  Abohtionists  than 
against  ^avery.  He  separated  himself  from  the  Anti- Corn-Law 
League,  when  it  sent  complimentary  gifls  to  Mr.  M^Duffib  and 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  thus  recognized  "  soul-drivers  and  negro- 
jobbers, — the  enemies  of  personal  freedom, — as  the  friends  of 
commercial  liberty  I " 

An  accomplished  scholar,  a  member  of  the  Establishment,  a 
Fellow  of  one  of  the  Universities,  occupying  a  decided  position 
in  society,  he  properly  estimated  the  dignity  and  historical  im- 
portance of  the  Anti- Slavery  movement,  and  chose  his  place  by 
the  side  of  the  most  despised  of  the  human  mce,  that  he  might 
assist  in  it  wisely  and  well  The  sufferings  of  a  long  and 
painful  illness  did  not  distract  his  thoughts  from  the  chosen 
purpose  of  his  life,  and  to  the  last  we  were  receiving  from  him 
evidences  of  how  much  his  heart  was  in  this  matter.  And  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  American  slave  did  not  cease  its 
proofs  with  his  life.  By  his  will  he  bequeathed  to  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Board,  in  trust  for  the  Enterprise,  the  sum  of 
Five  Hundred  pounds,  sterling.  Thus  in  death  as  in  life  he 
was  found  true  of  heart  and  clear  of  vision,  and  he  died,  as  he 
had  lived,  a  faithful,  earnest  and  uncompromising  abolitionist 

SCOTLAND. 

The  conflict  between  the  faithful  Abolitionists  of  Scotland 
and  the  Free  Church,  in  the  matter  of  the  Blood  Money,  has 
been  carried  on  with  even  more  vigor  during  the  past  year  than 
ever  before.  In  our  report  of  two  years  ago,  we  gave  a  full 
account  of  the  origin  and  merits  of  this  controversy,  and  in  that 
of  last  year  we  described  the  state  of  the  battle  as  it  then  stood. 
The  haters  of  Slavery  and  lovers  of  a  pure  Christianity  have  not 
had  their  sense  of  the  comfort  that  was  given  to  the  one,  and  the 
injury  that  was  done  to  the  other,  by  the  reception  of  the  price 
of  *'  Slaves  and  the  souls  of  men  "  into  the  treasury  of  the  Seoe« 
ding  Kirk,  at  all  diminished  by  the  experience  of  another  year. 
Nor  has  the  agitation  in  the  public  mind  which  this  simoniacal 
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act,  whereby  the  legates  of  that  church  sought  to  sell  the 
communion  of  saints  to  men-stealers  for  three  thousand  pounds, 
had  awakened,  been  suffered  to  subside  or  slumber.  The 
unwearying  zeal  of  the  true  Scottish  abolitionists  have  had  the 
assistance,  in  their  warfare,  of  our  well-known  friends  Fred- 
erick Douglass  and  James  N.  BuFFuif,  in  addition  to  that  of 
Henrt  C.  Wright.  For  a  time,  also,  they  were  aided  by  Mr. 
Garrison,  who  coming  to  Great  Britain  by  the  invitation  of 
Scotland,  was  compelled  to  give  io  her  a  inuch  less  amount  of 
time  and  service  than  we  could  have  wished. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  even  to  enumerate  the  great  public 
meetings  at  which  this  question  was  considered  by  the  gentle- 
man We  have  named  and  others.  One  of  the  most  considerable 
was  held  by  that  indefatigable  body  of  abolitionists,  the  Glasgow 
Emancipation  Society,  in  the  City  Hall,  on  the  21st  of  ApriL 
This  meeting  appears  to  have  been  one  of  extraordinary  in- 
terest. The  speeches  of  Messrs.  Wright,  Douglass,  Buffum, 
and  George  Thompson  as  reported  in  the  Glasgow  Argus, 
appear  to  have  been  of  the  highest  order  of  their  several  styles, 
and  to  have  been  responded  to  by  the  great  audience  with 
extreme  enthusiasm.  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, a  name  ever  dear  and  honored  by  American  Abolitionists, 
proposed  the  resolution  inviting  INIr.  Garrison  to  visit  Scotland. 
This  resolution  Mr.  Thompson  introduced  by  a  personal  testi- 
mony to  the  character  and  services  of  Mr.  Garrison,  and  was 
in  the  following  words :  — 

^^Resolvedj  That  this  meeting  cordially  sympathize  ivith  Wm.  Llotd 
Garrison,  and  his  coadjutors,  in  their  efforts  to  promote  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  in  America  ;  and  that  we  extend  to  Mr.  Garrison  an  inyitation  to 
visit  this  kingdom,  to  cheer  us  by  his  presence  and  to  encourage  us  by  his 
counsels." 

The  resolution,  as  well  as  the  remarks  which  ushered  it  in, 
were  received  with  loud  acclamations,  and  it  was  cordially 
accepted  as  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  Many  other  meetings 
were  held  and  addressed  by  some,  or  all,  of  these  gentlemen,  in 
many  places,  and  a  great  impression  produced  upon  the  general 
mind.     It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the  leaders,  who  have 
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committed  themselves  so  deeply  to  the  Slaveholding  and  Pro- 
Slavery  American  churches,  will  yield  to  this  righteous  demand 
of  the  people.  The  pride  of  opinion,  the  dread  of  acknowledg- 
ing themselves  to  be  in  the  wrong,  and  the  shame  of  confessing 
that  the  world  without  was  wiser  and  holier  than  the  church 
within,  will  most  probably  prevent  any  concession.  But,  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  good  effects  which  have  been  produced  in 
the  unmasking  of  the  false  leaders,  and  in  the  increased  atten- 
tion which  has  been  directed  towards  Slavery  and  the  support 
and  solace  it  derives  from  Christian  fellowship,  are  incalculable 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  signal  service  to  the  cause  of  the  slave. 

We  have  received  many  other  proofs  of  the  continued  and 
increasing  interest  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  besides  those  we 
have  recounted.  The  gifts  to  the  Boston  Bazaar  exceeded  in 
beauty  and  in  value,  even  those  of  former  years.  The  Anti- 
Slavery  women  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &c.,  have  shown  by 
their  works  that  there  is  no  diminution  of  their  zeal  in  the 
cause,  and  we  would  return  them  cordial  thanks,  in  behalf  of 
our  enslaved  countrymen,  to  whom  their  gifts  were  sent.  We 
will  endeavor  to  prove  our  sense  of  their  sympathy  and  help  by 
the  fidelity  with  which  we  will  endeavor  to  apply  the  proceeds 
of  their  bounty  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  bestowed. 

Mr.  BuPFUM,  on  his  return  h&me  in  the  summer,  was  entrust- 
ed with  a  Memorial  from  the  Ministers,  Office-bearers  and 
Members  of  various  rehgions  denominations  in  Scotland,  to  the 
corresponding  classes  in  the  churches  of  America.  It  was  very 
numerously  signed,  though  it  was  a  sudden  thought,  and  time 
was  wanting  for  anything  like  a  thorough  canvass  for  signatures. 
It  was  exhibited  in  Faneuil  Hall  at  the  meeting  held  to  wel- 
come Mr.  Ga&rison  home,  with  appropriate  remarks  by  Mr. 
Wendell  Phillips  in  which  he  described  it  as  the  true  Scot- 
tish Evangelical  Alliance,  in  contradistinction  from  the  false 
As30ciation  assuming  that  appellation.  An  address  from  the 
women  of  Edinburgh  to  those  of  America  has  been  also  tmns- 
mitted,  authenticated  by  more  than  ten  thousand  names,  which 
was  unrolled  and  commented  upon  with  much  effect,  at  the 
Bazaar  in  the  same  historical  hall,  on  one  of  the  evenings  de- 
voted to  addresses.  These  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the 
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Slave,  and  of  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  and 
duties  of  the  Free,  cannot  fail  of  having  a  beneficial  influence. 

IRELAND. 

We  have  the  same  report  to  make  of  the  state  and  progress 
of  the  cause  in  Ireland,  that  we  have  just  rendered  of  her  sister 
kingdoms.  We  are  confident  that  the  cause  was  never  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  at  the  present  moment,  or  a 
more  geneml  and  instructed  attention  given  to  it  This  we 
attribute  in  a  great  measure  to  the  same  causes  which  have 
opemted  in  England  and  Scotland,  assisted,  as  in  those  king- 
doms, by  the  warmth  and  hearty  help  of  the  Irish  Abolitionists. 

The  Irish  contributions  to  the  Bazaar,  like  those  we  have  just 
enumerated,  were  of  increased  amount  in  quantity,  elegance 
and  value.  We  accept  this  annual  increase  of  the  tribute  paid 
to  the  Image  of  God  in  chains,  whose  dungeon  is  this  broad 
land,  as  a  grateful  evidence  of  an  increasing  and  spreading 
sympathy  with  Universal  Humanity.  The  quality  of  the  be- 
nevolence which  prompts  such  efforts  as  these,  looking  for  no 
selfish  return,  Uke  that  of  mercy,  **  is  not  strained,  it  blesses 
them  that  give  and  them  that  take."  As  the  stewards  of  the 
Slave  we  promise  to  dispense  the  fruits  of  these  generous 
labors,  as  we  believe  they  would  do  themselves  were  they  in 
our  place. 

MISSION   OF   HE.    GARRISON. 

The  invitation  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society  to  Mr. 
Garrison  to  visit  Great  Britain  arrived  in  this  country  not  long 
before  the  New  England  Convention  in  May.  At  that  meeting 
a  resolution  was  offered  expressing  the  pleasure  the  Conven- 
tion felt  at  the  invitation  and  at  the  spirit  that  inspired  it,  and 
its  hope  that  his  other  engagements  and  duties  would  admit  of 
Mr.  Garrison's  accepting  it  This  resolution,  after  discussion, 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

In  consequence  of  this  action,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society  appointed  Mr.  Garrison 
the  Representative  of  the  American  Society  abroad,  and  directed 
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a  special  subscription  to  be  opened  for  the  parpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  Mission.  This  appeal  was  promptly  re- 
sponded to,  and  a  sufficient  sum  contributed  and  pledged  in 
sums  of  varying  amount  to  justify  the  undertaking  of  the  expe- 
dition. Accordingly,  Mr.  Garrison  sailed  for  Liverpool,  on  the 
16th  of  July,  in  the  Steamer  Britannia,  being  accompanied  on 
his  offing  by  the  good  wishes  of  a  large  number  of  friends  who 
accompanied  him  to  the  wharf,  among  whom  were  many  of  our 
most  intelligent  and  respectable  colored  citizens. 

He  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  31st  of  July,  where  he  found 
our  friends  Henry  C.  Wright  and  Richard  D.  Webb  awaiting 
him,  and  proceeded  almost  immediately  to  London.  There  he 
remained  for  several  weeks,  during  which  he  kept  a  strict 
watch  over  the  Delegates  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance  and  the 
Temperance  Convention,  and  was  a  swift  witness  against  any 
who  attempted  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
Pubhc  of  England  by  false  pretences.  His  presence  was  the 
immediate  occasion  of  the  formation  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
League,  of  which  we  shall  presently  speak;  and  he  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  great  meeting  in  Exeter  Hall  to  rebuke 
the  Evangelical  Alliance  for  its  pro-slavery  baseness. 

When  the  business  of  his  mission  in  London  was  over,  Mr. 
Garrison  set  forth  to  visit  various  other  portions  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  on  the  same  errand.  It  is  manifestly  impossible  for 
us  to  follow  him  in  his  travels,  or  to  give  any  detailed  account 
of  the  great  and  successftd  meetings  he  held,  generally  in 
company  with  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Wright  or  Mr.  Douglass. 
At  Exeter  and  at  Sheffield,  at  Greenock  and  at  Paisley,  at 
Dundee,  at  Edinburgh  and  at  Glasgow,  at  Belfast  and  at  Dublin, 
at  Wrexham  and  at  Manchester,  at  Sheffield,  at  Newcastle,  and 
at  Liverpool,  and  at  many  other  places,  he  held  large  and 
enthusiastic  meetings,  at  which  the  character  of  American 
Slavery,  and  of  its  Allies  the  Evangelical  Alliance  and  the 
Free  Kirk  of  Scotland,  were  exposed  in  the  most  searching  and 
scorching  manner.  The  enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  every- 
where received,  and  the  vast  number  of  cordial  invitations  that 
were  heaped  upon  him  to  visit  towns  in  all  parts  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  which  the  duration  of  his  visit  rendered  it  impossible 
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for  him  to  accept,  showed  conclusively  that  the  sectarian  mal* 
ice  which  dogged  his  steps  in  England  as  in  America,  was 
disarmed  of  its  power  to  hurt,  or  injured  only  itself 

During  his  Anti- Slavery  tour  he  received  much  valuable  aid 
from  many  whose  names  have  been  long  familiar  to  us,  and 
from  some  whose  friendly  offices  introduced  them  for  the  first 
time  to  our  acquaintance.  Among  the  number  of  these  invalu- 
able friends  we  will  only  name  the  foremost  and  the  chiefest, 
Geor/ge  Thompson,  who  added  another  claim  to  the  large  debt 
of  gratitude  which  America  owes  to  him,  in  the  inestimable 
services  he  rendered  to  our  friend  and  to  our  cause,  by  his  cor- 
dial cooperation  and  by  his  admirable  eloquence.  Besides  Mr. 
Thompson,  we  acknowledge  ourselves  deeply  indebted  to  the 
many  friends  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  gave  them- 
selves with  such  earnest  zeal  to  the  furtherance  of  his  plans, 
and  to  whom  so  large  a  share  of  the  success  that  attended  his 
mission  is  due.  We  know  that  they  have  had  their  reward,  but 
we  cannot  help  thanking  them  in  the  name  of  the  Slave,  for 
the  service  they  have  rendered  him. 

A  large  share  of  the  success  of  his  mission  must  also  be 
attributed  to  the  assistance  of  our  able  and  faithful  friends, 
Douglass  and  Wright.  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  has 
.continued  to  win  golden  opinions  of  all  sorts  of  people.  His 
uncommon  eloquence  and  rare  ability  have  increased  the  inter- 
est which  his  condition  as  a  fugitive  had  excited,  and  his  effect 
upon  the  public  mind  has  been  great,  and  we  believe  will  be 
durable.  Mr.  Wright  has  gained  to  himself  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  the  same  afiection  and  esteem  which  the  excel- 
lencies of  his  character  and  the  devotion  of  his  life  and  talents  to 
great  and  unselfish  ends  had  secured  to  him  on  this.  Their 
assistance  was  of  signal  advantage  to  Mr.  Garrison,  as  well  as 
to  the  highest  interests  of  the  cause  before  and  since  his  visit 
They  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  extend  their  visit  for  some 
months  longer,  to  which,  in  view  of  the  great  service  they  are 
doing  to  our  common  cause,  of  which  the  field  is  the  world,  in 
its  present  condition  in  the  Old  World,  tLeir  fhends  in  this 
country,  much  as  they  desire  their  society  and  need  their  help, 
cheerfully  submit,  for  the  cause's  sake. 
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Mr.  Gaerison  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  home  in  the  Acadia, 
on  the  4  th  of  November.  A  large  number  of  friends  from 
various  parts  of  the  three  kingdoms  assembled  at  Liverpool  to 
bid  him  farewell.  The  strong  feeUng  they  evinced  on  this 
parting  occasion,  was  equally  honorable  to  those  who  felt,  and 
to  him  who  had  excited,  such  a  warmth  of  interest  in  himself 
and  in  the  cause  he  represented.  After  a  short  passage,  he 
arrived  at  Boston  on  the  17th  of  November,  and  his  return  was 
joyfully  hailed  by  multitudes  who  were  impatiently  awaiting 
his  return  to  the  scene  of  his  usual  labors.  On  the  evening  of 
Friday,  Dec.  11th,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  Faneuil  Hall 
for  the  purpose  of  welcoming  him  home  and  hearing  an  account 
of  his  doings.  The  resolutions  were  moved  by  Edmund  Quin- 
CT,  after  which  Mr.  Gar&ison  gave  an  animated  account  of  his 
experiences  and  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  Alliance  and  the  Free 
Church,  which  was  received  with  the  liveliest  demonstrations 
of  approbation  by  the  audience.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk  had  been 
especially  invited  to  attend  and  justify  the  course  of  the  Alli- 
ance, and  a  general  invitation  to  the  same  effect  extended  to  all 
its  friends,  but  none  made  their  appearance.  Mr.  Wendell 
Phillips  finished  the  evening  with  a  brief  but  felicitous  speech, 
in  the  course  of  which,  as  we  have  before  stated,  he  unrolled 
the  Scottish  Memorial  and  made  it  a  text  for  much  of  his  dis- 
course. 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Garrison's  visit  to  the  British  Islands 
will  produce  the  happiest  effects  upon  our  relations  with  the 
Abolitionists  of  those  countries,  and  upon  the  public  sentiment 
of  their  inhabitants.  It  is  not  improbable  that  his  uncompromis- 
ing fidelity,  and  the  searching  tests  he  apphed  to  Anti- Slavery 
conduct  and  principles,  may  diminish  somewhat  the  number  of 
onr  professing  friends  (though  we  have  seen  as  yet  no  reason 
to  apprehend  it) ;  but  in  such  case,  they  that  remain,  having 
stood  the  assay,  are  of  the  more  value  from  their  very  separation 
from  their  spurious  companions.  The  calumny  and  detraction  by 
which  his  enemies,  and  those  of  the  Slave,  had  attempted  to  lie 
his  life's  Hfe  away,  in  this  country,  followed  him  on  his  way, 
enforced  with  all  the  zeal  of  malice  by  the  pro-slavery  Ameri- 
can Clergymen,  whose  real  character  he  had  exposed,  and  by 
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their  sectarian  English  accomplices.  The  same  falsehoods 
which  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti- Slavery 
Society  had  scattered  over  the  world,  under  their  official  seal, 
six  years  hefore,  were  revived  and  put  in  circulation  anew. 
The  Eev.  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Cox;  in  particular,  with  all  the  venom 
of  an  apostate  abolitionist,  aimed  his  Parthian  arrow  against  his 
character,  just  as  he  thought  he  had  turned  hi^  own  back  upon 
the  English  shores.  But  the  disaster  of  the  Great  Britain 
having  cast  him  up,  Jonah-like,  again  upon  those  coasts,  he  was 
obliged  to  encounter  the  withering  denunciation  and  the  general 
scorn  which  he  had  hoped  he  should  escape  by  flight  The 
same  Reverend  renegade  undertook  to  try  conclusions  with 
Fbederigk  Douglass  for  a  rebuke  he  had  administered  to  the 
pro-slavery  clerical  delegates  at  the  Temperance  Convention, 
but  received  a  chastisement  in  return,  in  a  letter  admirable  f(X[ 
its  keenness  of  sarcasm  and  severity  of  truth,  the  marks  of 
which  he  will  carry  with  him  to  his  grave.  But  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Garrison  was  all-powerful  to  refute  these  slanders,  and 
the  shafts  of  his  enemies  only  wounded  themselves.  The  in- 
timate relations  he  has  formed  for  us  with  our  Trans- Atlantic 
brethren,  the  efficient  scheme  of  cooperation  which  he  assisted 
in  forming,  and  the  awakened  attention  and  fresh  zeal  of  the 
British  Anti- Slavery  Public,  to  which  his  mission  so  largely 
contributed,  will  render  that  event  a  marked  point  in  our  history, 
and  should  make  us  rejoice  in  its  auspicious  inception  and  its 
prosperous  completion. 

,    THE    evangelical    ALLIANCE. 

The  last  year  will  be  memorable  for  the  illustratipn  given  of 
the  prevailing  power  of  an  evil  principle  in  any  combination 
into  which  it  is  admitted,  however  strong  the  apparent  expe- 
diency of  such  a  compromise  may  be.  The  history  of  the 
EvangeHcal  AUiance  is  full  of  instniction  to  British  Abolitionists, 
as  to  the  impossibiUty  of  coalition  with  Slavery,  or  Pro- Slavery, 
for  any  good  purpose.  The  Conference  which  formed  this 
Alhance  was  first  suggested  by  a  Conference  held  at  Liverpool 
in  October,  1845,  which  issued  a  Call  inviting  Christians  hold- 
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ing  certain  specified  opinions,  technically  termed  "  Evangelical," 
to  meet  in  assembly  in  London  to  devise  some  plan  of  Chris- 
tian Union,  whereby  they  shoold  heal  the  scandal  which 
their  theological  quarrels  had  brought  upon  them.  This  was 
the  ostensible  object,  but  a  more  weighty  one  was,  probably, 
to  make  an  alliance  ofiensive  and  defensive,  like  that  of  the 
Jewish  Sects  at  .the  time  of  the  Siege  of  Jerusalem,  among 
that  class  of  sects,  for  their  protection  against  the  assaults  of 
Cathohcism  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  Liberalism  on  the  other. 
This  invitation  was  sent  all  over  the  world  and  to  the  American 
churches  among  the  rest 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1846,  the  Aggregate  Committee,  which 
was  charged  with  the  getting  up  of  the  Conference,  adopted 
the  following  resolution,  in  a  meeting  at  Birmingham : 

**  That  while  this  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  to  en- 
ter into  any  question  at  present  on  the  subject  of  Slaveholding,  or  on  the 
difficult  circumstances  in  which  Christian  brethren  may  be  placed  in  countries 
where  the  law  of  slavery  prevails;  they  are  of  opinion  that  invitations  ought 
not  to  he  sent  to  individuals^  who,  whether  by  their  own  fault,  or  other- 
wise, may  be  in  the  unhappy  position  of  holding  their  fellow-men  as  slaves,** 

There  was,  surely,  nothing  fanatical  or  extravagant  in  this 
prcviso,  which  we  would  fain  hope  does  not  embody  the  "  Evan- 
gehcal "  idea  on  the  sin  of  Slavery,  in  Great  Britain.  But  time- 
serving and  contemptible  as  was  this  expression  of  opinion,  it 
was  made  too  late.  The  invitations  had  been  issued.  The 
pro-slavery  delegates,  and  at  least  one  Slaveholder  (Rev. 
Thomas  Smyth,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.)  accepted  it,  and,  although 
they  were  met  at  the  threshold  of  the  Conference  by  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Provisional  Conmiittee,  inviting  their  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  ^Birmingham  Minute,  they  claimed  and  took  their 
seats  by  virtue  of  the  original  document  of  invitation,  and  of 
their  signature  of  the  Approval  of  the  Doctrinal  Basis.  Wheth- 
er the  inviting  Conference  could  complain  of  this  refusal  to 
submit  to  their  subsequent  expression  of  opinion  as  to  who  ought 
to  be  invited  to  join  it,  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  already 
received  their  invitations,  we  leave  for  their  own  decision. 
But  it  is  very  clear  that  when  these  persons,  whom,  on  second 
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thoughts,  they  meant  to  exclude,  were  in  possession  of  their 
seats,  it  was  their  first  duty  to  settle  the  Moral  Basis,  in  such 
a  manner  as  should  exorcise  them  from  their  Holy  body  on  the 
shortest  notice. 

But  such  was  not  their  course.  It  is  very  plain  that  the 
British  brethren  had  a  wholesome  fear  of  the  American  brethren 
before  their  eyes,  and  were*  nervously  apprehensive  of  the  ex- 
plosion which  they  kaew  the  introduction  of  the  subject  of 
Slavery  would  produce.  They,  accordingly,  fiirst  proceeded  to 
settle  the  Doctrinal  Basis  of  the  Alliance.  All  was  outward 
peace  for  the  first  week  of  the  Meeting.  Though  there  were 
difierences  of  opinion  as  to  the  articles  of  belief,  essential  to 
Christian  Union,  nothing  occurred  "to  disturb  the  delightful 
harmony  they  enjoyed,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brainerd,  of  Philadelphia,  until  the  dreaded  spectre  of  Ameri- 
can Slavery,  to  whose  presence  they  had  resolutely  shut  their 
eyes,  compelled  their  notice  and  set  them  by  the  ears.  The 
first  intimation  of  its  presence  was  given  by  the  Rev.  IMr  Pat- 
terson, in  a  resolution  that  "  Facts  relating  to  Slavery,  and  the 
condition  of  our  brethren  in  bonds  in  every  part  of  the  world," 
be  added  to  the  list  of  the  objects  of  the  AUiance.  This  propo- 
sition was  opposed  by  the  Rev.  J.  Arthur,  because  this  was 
a  "  Christian  Alliance,  and  its  design  the  extension  of  religion  and 
particularly  the  promotion  of  brotherly  love  I "  The  Rev.  E.  N. 
Kirk,  also,  thought  that  the  object  of  the  Alliance  was  the  pro- 
motion of  Christian  Union,  and  that  if  the  subject  of  public 
morals  was  broached  it  would  endanger  its  existence !  This 
logic  seems  to  have  been  conclusive  and  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

But  scarcely  were  the  minds  of  the  brethren  relieved  from 
their  present  distress  than  they  were  again  thrown  into  stronger 
convulsions  by  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  H.  Hinton,  sec- 
onded by  the  Rev.  Joshua  V.  Himes,  that  after  the  word, 
"persons,"  in  the  article  concerning  membership,  the  words, 
"  not  being  Slaveholders,"  be  inserted.  After  the  remarks  of 
Messrs.  Hinton  and  Himes,  in  support  of  the  motion,  the 
chairman.  Sir  Culling,  Bardlet  Smith,  "  called  the  attention 
of  the  audience  to  the  silence  and  calmness  of  the  American 
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brethren,  and  expressed  his  admiration  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
enabling  them  to  listen  to  what  must  have  cut  them  to  the 
heart's  core,  with  so  much  Christian  meekness! "  Whether 
the  grace  of  God  was  exhausted,  or  whether  the  silence  of  the 
American  brethren  was  only  owing  to  their  not  having  had  a 
chance  to  speak,  we  cannot  affirm,  but  they  certainly  made 
themselves  large  amends,  as  soon  as  they  could  get  a  hearing. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  BaAiNS&D,  Dr.  Cox,  Mr.  PojtfEROY,  Dr.  Smtth 
and  Dr.  Patten  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and 
must  have  convinced  the  chairman  that  he  had  been  thankful 
for  very  small  mercies.  The  only  gentlemen  who  spoke,  besides, 
at  this  session,  were  Dr,  Wardlaw,  who  proposed  expressing 
their  abhorrence  of  Slaveholding,  but  letting  in  the  Slaveholder 
all  the  same !  and  Mr.  Muneoe,  whose  opinion  resembled  that 
once  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett,  of  Boston,  in  relation 
to  the  Unitarian  Association,  that  "  silence  was  the  mission  "  of 
the  Alliance,  in  regard  to  Slavery  I 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  in  a  high  state  of  excitement 
Nothing  was  to  be  heard  in  the  Hall  but  excited  discussions 
about  Slavery  and  its  incidents.  The  American  delegates  felt 
that  the  hour  was  come,  and  that  they  must  strike  a  decisive 
blow.  Their  arguments  in  the  morning,  apparently,  had  less 
effect  than  they  had  hoped,  for  they  were  driven  to  a  truly 
desperate  step  to  bring  the  Conference  to  terras.  THEY 
WENT  WITHOUT  THEIR  DINNERS!!  The  greatness 
of  the  emergency  called  for  a  corresponding  effort  The  Anti- 
Slavery  spirit,  thought  they,  is  of  a  kind  that  "  goeth  not  out 
save  by  prayer  asid/asting"  The  effect  was  electrical.  It  was 
a  thing  the  English  brethren  could  not  understand.  Their 
sympathies  for  the  three  millions  of  black  men  who  had  lost 
every  natural,  civil,  social  and  religious  right,  vanished  in  their 
concern  for  the  three  score  of  black  coats  that  had  lost  their 
dinner !  The  sufferings  of  the  American  confessors  were  great, 
but  they  were  triumphant  Their  hunger  was  swallowed  up  in 
victory. 

In  the  afternoon,  after  a  long  discussion,  the  whole  subject 
was  referred  to  a  large  Committee,  which  at  last  submitted  a 
report  of  which  the  following  is  the  gist :  "  That  no  brandi  will 
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admit  Slaveholders,  who,  by  their  own  fault,  contmue  in  thai 
positiony  from  a  regard  to  their  own  interests!^'  Mr.  Hinton, 
who  first  moved  this  question,  and  who  is  the  Editor  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Reporter  and  a  member  of  the  Broad  Street 
Committee,  moved  its  adoption  !  Thus  admitting  that  a  man 
may  steal  his  brother,  iciUumt  fauU,  in  some  cases !  All  that 
Slavery  need  to  ask !  An  amendment  was  moved  by  the  Rev. 
John  Nelson  peremptorily  excluding  Slaveholders,  k  was, 
however,  rejected  and  the  Report  adopted. 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  American  brethren  might 
have  been  content  with  this  concession.  But,  no !  This  slight 
ovation  was  not  enough.  They  must  have  a  full  triumph.  All 
that  the  British  brethren  got  by  it  was  that  the  ijnerican 
brethren  consented  to  eat  their  suppers  that  night  The  next 
day  sundry  protests  were  put  in,  and  finally  the  doings  of  the 
day  before  were  reconsidered  and  rescinded !  Verily,  THEY 
ARE  ALL  ONE  BROTHERHOOD  OF  THIEVES! 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  object  of  the  British  members 
of  the  Conference  that  formed  the  Alliance,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
affirm  that  the  main  object  of  the  American  delegation,  of  all 
sects,  was  to  get  the  approval  of  the  British  religious  public  of 
their  course  in  regard  to  Slavery,  in  this  country.  They  have 
felt  the  rebukes  which  have  come  from  time  to  time,  from  single 
churches  and  separate  rehgious  connexions,  and  they  were 
resolved  to  make  a  stand  for  their  religious  lives.  Being  a 
compact  body,  of  one  mind  upon  this  subject,  they  had  much 
the  same  sort  of  weight  which  the  Slaveholders  have  in  our 
politics.  Like  the  Slaveholders,  they  were  resolute,  desperate 
and  united,  and  they  prevailed.  Sectarian  selfishness  was  too 
much  for  the  anti^slavery  humanity  of  the  British  majority,  and 
they  succumbed.  The  meanness  and  cowardice  of  tlieir  conduct 
are  as  much  more  deserving  of  scorn  than  that  of  pro-slavery 
Americans,  as  their  position  is  better  and  their  temptation  less. 

It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  say  that  this  Conference  repre- 
sented but  a  very  small  part  of  the  British  religious  public ;  and 
that  the  general  voice  of  the  reUgious  press  loudly  condemned 
its  conduct  The  great  mass  of  the  delegates  were  from  the 
Wesleyan  Methodists  and  the  Fees  Church  of    Scotland. 
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There  were  very  few  from  the  other  dissenting  sects  of  Great 
Britain,  even  of  those  which  were  not  excluded  by  the  terms  of 
membership,  and  scarcely  any  from  the  Established  Church. 
The  iniquity  of  its  doings  should  therefore  be  visited  solely  upon 
the  heads  of  the  perpetrators,  and  of  those  who  justify  and 
support  them^  The  union,  possibly,  of  the  Free  Church  dele^ 
gates  (who  were,  of  course,  rejoiced  at  an  opportunity  to  gain 
companions  in  their  shame)  and  those  from  America,  may  have 
been  enough  to  decide  the  question.  They  both  went  home 
comforted  and  strengthened  in  their  wickedness. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  V.  Himes,  formerly  a  member  of  this 
Board,  was  the  only  one  of  the  American  delegates  who  bore 
the  testimony  of  a  man  and  a  Christian  on  this  occasion.  His 
manly  and  independent  position  in  the  midst  of  the  surrounding 
pro-slavery  pressure  was  in  the  highest  degree  honorable  to 
him.  The  conduct,  also,  of  the«Eev.  John  Nelson  and  of  Mr. 
Stan  FIELD  of  Belfast,  was  of  the  highest  order  of  anti-slavery 
merit,  and  deserves  great  honor  for  its  fidelity  and  consistency. 
It  is  right,  also,  to  mention  that  a  large  number  of  members  of 
the  Alliance,  it  is  said  not  less  than  fifty,  have  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  its  pro-slavery  positioiL 

Although  the  Alliance  was  organized,  yet,  in  effect,  it  died  at 
the  moment  of  its  birth,  the  victim  of  Slavery.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  several  branches  of  the  Alliance  should  settle  the 
question  of  their  own  membership.  The  English  Alliance, 
when  relieved  of  the  presence  of  American  pro-slavery,  yielded 
80  far  to  the  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  country,  as  to  exclude 
British  Slaveholders  from  its  own  communion.  But  its  reso- 
lution was  so  worded  as  to  leave  them  free  to  receive  any  of 
their  American  Slaveholding  brethren  to  the  fellowship  of  their 
Branch,  if  they  pleased  to  do  so.  But  the  cowardly  and  truck- 
ling spirit  its  members  had  evinced  before  the  bullying  of 
Slavedrivers  and  their  tools,  had  made  them  and  their  organi- 
zation so  coiitemptible  and  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  British 
public,  that  it  will  have  but  a  name  to  hve,  while  it  is  dead. 
The  American  Branch  has  not  yet  been  organized,  and  we 
venture  to  predict  that  it  never  will.  The  "  Bulwark  of  Ameri- 
can Slavery*'  will  be  content  with  the  new  entrenchment  with 
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which  they  have  fortified  it  in  Great  Britain ;  tliey  will  not  incur 
the  risk  of  sach  another  scene  in  this  country.  It  is  not  at  all 
likely  that  another  general  meeting  will  ever  be  held.  This 
was  the  disgraceful  life  and  ignorainions  death  of  the  Great 
£vangehcal  Alliance.  May  every  organization,  rehgious  or 
secular,  that  consents  to  take  Slavery  to  its  heart,  for  its  own 
advantage,  find,  like  the  Alliance,  that  its  embrace  is  fatfd  ! 

THE    ANTI-SLAVERT   LEAGUE. 

Just  before  the  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Conference, 
another  AlUance  was  formed  in  London,  of  another  character, 
and  composed  of  men  of  a  different  calibre.  A  true  Evangeli- 
cal Alliance,  if  that  name  should  be  interpreted  to  mean  an 
association  for  the  practical  application  of  the  truths  contained 
in  the  Gospel,  to  remove  the  greatest  crime  of  the  age.  The 
Anti- Slavery  League  was  formed  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  August.  Its  object  is  to  act 
for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  in  every  land,  but  with  special 
reference  to  that  in  the  United  Stales,  in  concert  "with  the 
uncompromising  Abolitionists  who  compose  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society."  On  the  17th  of  August  a  large  meeting  was 
hold  at  the  same  place,  by  the  League.  George  Thompson  was 
called  to  the  chair  and  explained  the  nature  and  purposes  of 
the  League.  It  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  James  Haughton, 
Henrt  C.  Wright,  Garrison,  Douglass,  and  Vincent,  with 
great  effect  The  only  opposition  evinced  was  on  the  part  of 
the  Rev.  John  H.  Hinton,  the  editor  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Reporter,  of  the  quahty  of  whose  Anti- Slavery  we  have  just 
seen  a  specimen,  who  entered  an  appearance  for  Amarican  New 
Organization,  and  a  Mr.  Collyer,  of  New  York,  (understood  to 
be  the  somewhat  notorious  Dr.  Collyer)  who  spoke  as  the 
advocate  of  the  Slaveholders  themselves. 

On  the  14th  of  September  the  League  held  another  pubUc 
meeting  in  Exeter  Hall,  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance  in  relation  to  American  Slavery  and  Slave- 
holders. The  Hall  was  densely  crowded  and  an  intense  inter- 
est exhibited.     The  Rev.  J.  Burnet  was  called  to  the  chair  and 
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opened  the  meeting  with  a  pertinent  and  impressive  speedi. 
He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Garrison,  who  exposed  the  guilt  of 
the  Alliance  in  the  most  cogent  and  felicitous  manner.  The 
Rev.  J.  Preston  attempted  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  audi- 
ence from  the  great  truths  they  had  heard,  by  raising  the  false 
issue  of  "  infidelity."  He  was  answered  in  the  most  conclusive 
manner  by  Mr.  Thompson,  who  proceeded  to  make  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  of  his  orations,  ia  which  he  went  into  the  whole 
merits  of  the  case,  with  the  moat  searching  analysis,  and  swept 
his  audience  along  with  the  most  convincing  eloquence.  This 
meeting  produced  a  deep  and  beneficial  sensation,  and  answered 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  assembled  in  the  most  triumphant 
manner. 

Meetings  in  behalf  of  the  League  have  been  held  in  many 
places,  and  great  numbers  have  enrolled  themselves  on  its  hsts. 
Many,  in  this  country,  hav6  rejoiced  in  the  opportunity  to  unite 
themselves  with  the  generous  fhends  of  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  We  hope 
that  yet  greater  numbers  will  give  the  evidence  of  sympathy ' 
with  the  good-will,  and  cooperation  with  the  active  exertions,  of 
the  British  Abolitionists,  which  enUsting  in  the  League  afibrds. 
Wo  hope  that  the  name  of  every  Abolitionist  will  be  found  upon 
the  American  roll,  when  it  is  forwarded  to  the  Parent  Associa- 
tion. It  is  due  to  our  Foreign  friends  as  a  proof  that  their 
valuable  assistance  is  properly  appreciated.  For  we  think  that 
the  value  of  the  League  to  our  cause  cannot  be  over-estimated, 
if  its  operations  are  carried  on  in  concert  and  with  vigor. 

There  exists  a  large  amoimt  of  Anti- Slavery  feeling,  and  a 
warm  sympathy  with  the  American  Society  in  its  principles  and 
measures,  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  but  there  has 
been  wanting,  hitherto,  a  fitting  medium  through  which  this 
feeling  and  this  sympathy  could  make  themselves  heard  and 
felt.  This  has  now  been  provided,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that 
the  benefits  of  intelligent  codperation  will  soon  be  perceived  in 
the  aspect  and  the  progress  of  the  cause. 

The  assistance  we  have  received  from  the  British  Islands,  in 
times  past,  though  it  has  been  most  intelligent  and  Uberal,  has 
been  extended  by  hands  widely  separated  from  each  other, 
5* 
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and  having  few  or  none  of  the  advantages  of  concert  of  action. 
Words  of  encouragement  were  borne  lo  our  ears  by  the  breezes 
as  they  swept  across  the  ocean,  and  gifts  rare  and  beautiful 
were  cast  with  a  generous  emulation  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Slave ;  but  they  that  were  thus  ready  to  give  us  the  help  of 
their  voices  and  their  hands,  were  scattered  far  apart  from  each 
other,  and  had,  as  a  general  thing,  no  other  common  tic  than 
that  which  connected  them  with  us. 

The  establishment  of  the  An ti- Slavery  League  will  supply 
this  deficiency.  A  bond  of  union  is  created  between  the  true 
Abolitionists  of  the  Old  World,  whose  links  extend  across  the 
Atlantic  and  unite  them  in  a  tangible  tie  of  brotherhood  with 
those  of  the  New.  FaciUties  of  spreading  the  knowledge  of  the 
condition  and  the  necessities  of  the  cause  in  this  country  will  be 
greatly  increased.  Communication  will  be  more  frequent  and 
more  general.  Those  friendships,  which  it  has  been  one  of  the" 
blessings  and  the  rewards  of  this  warfare  to  have  created  with 
men  and  women  whose  faces  we  have  never  seen,  will  be 
multiplied.  The  actual  progress  of  the  cause,  and  the  satis- 
factions of  laboring  in  its  behalf,  will  be  infinitely  promoted  by 
this  timely  measure. 

One  of  the  chief  advantages  which  we  anticipate  from  it,  is 
the  increased  opportunity  it  will  give  for  creating,  and  ex- 
pressing, a  yet  stronger  abhorrence  of  American  Slavery  in  the 
British  Islands,  than  even  that  which  now  exists  there.  We 
apprehend  that  the  knowledge  of  the  pecuUar  character  of  our 
slavery  is  but  imperfectly  understood  in  "the  fast-anchored 
Isle."  The  general  horrors  of  Slavery  are  known  and  abhorred ; 
but  its  intimate  relations  with  our  State  and  our  Church,  and  its 
ramified  interlacement  with  all  our  civil,  rehgious  and  social  life, 
must  of  necessity  be  but  slightly  known  by  great  multitudes. 
The  pecuUar  despair  that  broods  over  the  Slave  of  a  democratic 
master,  and  the  perplexing  and  ever  varying  obstacles  which 
the  American  Abolitionist  has  to  encounter,  form  a  lesson  which 
the  British  philanthropist  must  learn,  before  he  can  render  them 
the  highest  and  most  intelligent  service  in  his  power.  Tlie 
opportunity  to  learn  this  lesson,  and  to  put  it  to  its  best  use,  wiU 
be  one  of  the  main  advantages  of  the  League. 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  mothet-csountry,  in  the  little  thought 
people  are  usually  inclined  to  bestow  on  distant  nations,  are  not 
aware  of  the  mighty  influence  the  public  opinion  of  England 
has  upon  that  of  America.  Englaad  is  much  nearer  to  America 
than  America  to  England.  Though  the  connection  with  her  is 
no  longer  colonial,  it  is  still,  in  a  very  important  sense,  provincial. 
She  is  our  metropolis  afler  aU,  to  which  we  look  for  the  fashion 
of  our  thoughts  as  well  as  of  our  coats.  We  vehemently 
disclaim  any  such  feeling,  but  the  very  vehemence  of  the 
disclaimer  betrays  its  existence.  The  absurd  sensitiveness 
which  our  people  have  ever  displayed  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
posure of  the  peculiarities  of  speech  and  manner  of  vulgar 
Americans  (exposures,  which  derive  their  sting  solely  from  their 
troth)  made  by  British  travellers,  shows  how  keenly  alive  they 
are  to  the  opinion  of  the  British  public. 

The  satire  of  S3rdney  Smith  had  no  small  share  in  shaming 
the  "  drab-colored  men  of  Pennsylvania  "  into  at  least  a  partial 
and  apparent  abandonment  of  their  repudiation.  The  chapter 
of  Dickens  on  Slavery  was  perhaps  more  extensively  read  than 
any  tract  on  the  subject  ever  published.  The  speech  of  Macau- 
ley,  on  the  Sugar  Question,  was  heard  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  Sabine,  or  the  Rio  del  Norte,  or  whatever  may  be  our 
flying  frontier  on  the  South-west.  The  increased  facilities  of 
communication  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  increased  intercourse 
which  has  flowed  from  them,  between  the  two  countries,  has 
enlarged  the  sphere,  and  multipUed  the  force,  of  British  opinion 
on  the  American  mind.  Every  body  reads  English  newspapers 
and  periodicals.  We  borrow  the  manners,  we  copy  the  custcwns, 
we  imitate  the  follies  of  the  Enghsh.  The  question  uppermost 
in  most  cis- Atlantic  minds  is  that  asked  of  Mungo  Park  by  the 
King  of  Dahomey — "  What  do  they  think  of  us  in  England?" 

This  being  the  case  —  as  it  is,  though  it  maybe  indignantly 
denied — how  great  is  the  responsibility  of  the  English  people, 
in  the  matter  of  American  Slavery !  It  is  not  too  much  to  affirm 
that  its  fate  lies  in  their  hands.  The  dominion  of  the  Slave 
Power  is  so  fastened  upon  us  by  the  weak  and  wicked  com- 
pact which  our  fathers  made  with  it,  that  there  is  no  political 
machinery  that  can'  be  put  in  operation  for  its  overthrow ; 
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because,  by  that  compact,  the  control  of  the  whole  political 
machinery  is  put  into  its  hands.  No  aristocracy  ever  yet 
resigned  its  power,  except  npon  compulsion.  The  only  com- 
pulsion applicable  to  this  case  is  that  of  the  public  opinion  of 
the  world.     And  England  is  the  world  to  America. 

Let  the  general  mind  of  England  (using  that  term  for  the 
Empire,)  become  thoroughly  possessed  of  the  facts  of  American 
Slavery,  and  obey  the  impulses  which  such  facts  must  create  in 
every  generous  bosom,  and  the  hand  of  destiny  will  have 
written  the  words  of  doom  upon  the  walls  of  our  Babylon. 
When  public  sentiment  is  such  in  the  British  Islands,  that  no 
Slaveholder  can  be  received  into  any  pulpit  or  at  any  commun- 
ion table;  when  an  inscription  like  that  at  Dryburgh  Abbey 
warns  off  all  men-stealers  from  every  private  estate  ;  when  it  is 
the  avowed  resolution  of  the  nation,  that  no  Slaveholder  shall 
be  received  at  court,  in  a  public  capacity ;  when  the  force  of  an 
enlightened  public  opinion  is  brought  to  bear,  not  only  on  slave- 
ry, but  on  pro-slavery,  in  all  the  relations  of  public  and  private 
life,  of  the  court,  the  church,  and  the  dinner  table ;  the  circle  of 
fire  which  has  been  already  kindled  around  the  scorpion  will 
grow  hotter  and  hotter,  and  close  nearer  and  nearer,  until  it  will 
be  compelled  to  bury  its  sting  in  its  own  brain,  and  rid  the  world, 
by  a  blessed  suicide,  of  its  monstrous  existence.  It  is  to  promote 
this  state  of  public  feeling,  and  to  direct  it  in  the  wisest  manner, 
that  the  League  has  been  instituted. 

Especially  do  we  honor  the  clear-sighted  philanthropy  of  the 
men  who  have  set  this  agency  on  foot,  which  enables  them  to 
see  the  all-comprehending  nature  of  the  An ti- Slavery  Reform. 
They  will  be  sneered  at  in  this  country,  and  in  their  own,  too, 
as  sentimental  philanthropists,  who  send  their  sympathy  across 
the  Atlantic  to  the  American  negro,  while  their  own  poor  are 
starving  at  their  doors.  But  their  philanthropy  is  of  a  broader 
vision,  and  takes  in  the  causes  and  connections  of  the  evil  and 
wrong  with  which  the  earth  is  filled.  It  is  not  because  they  are 
deaf  to  the  cries  of  their  own  perishing  countrymen,  that  they 
extend  a  hand  of  friendly  help  to  the  American  slave,  but 
because  they  perceive  that  where  labor  is  outraged  the  most, 
and  the  laborer  made  a  beast  of  burden  because  he  is  a  laborer. 
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there  is  the  place  for  them  to  begin  to  work  for  the  elevation  of 
labor  at  home.  The  English  artisan  and  the  Irish  peasant, 
though  lifted  above  the  slave  as  high  as  the  heaven  is  above 
the  earth,  still  feel  the  weight  of  his  chains  helping  to  keep 
them  in  their  depression.  The  emancipation  of  the  one  must 
precede  the  elevation  of  the  other.  Labor  must  be  respected 
before  it  can  be  restored  to  all  its  rights ;  and  it  can  never 
be  respected  as  it  should  be,  as  long  as  chains  and  stripes  are 
its  badge  in  any  portion  of  the  civilized  world. 

We  cordially  welcome  this  new  coadjutor  to  the  work  it  has 
addressed  itself  unto.  We  appreciate  the  generosity  of  feeling 
and  the  breadth  of  view  which  have  led  to  its  establishment 
We  can  only  promise,  on  the  behalf  of  the  American  abolition- 
ists, that  we  will  do  our  best  to  deserve  the  confidence  and 
cooperation  of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  by  a 
strenuous  continuance  in  our  own  agitation. 

ANNUAL   MEETING    OP   THE   AMERICAN   ANTI-SLAVERY    SOCIETY. 

The  American  Anti- Slavery  Society  held  its  Twelfth  Annual 
Meeting  in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  New  York,  on  the  12th  of 
May.  It  was  addressed  by  the  President,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr. 
C.  C.  Burleigh,  Mr.  Pillsbury  and  Mrs.  Foster.  The  large 
Hall  was  entirely  filled  and  the  speeches  were  of  a  high  order  of 
excellence.  The  business  meetings  were  held  in  the  Lecture 
Boom  of  the  National  Academy  and  were  well  attended  by 
Abolitionists  from  various  and  distant  parts  of  the  country.  The  • 
greatest  portion  of  the  sessions  was  employed  in  the  considera- 
tion of  an  eloquent  and  well-reasoned  "Appeal  to  the  friends  of 
Justice,  Humanity,  Peace  and  Liberty  in  the  United  States,'*  on 
the  subject  of  the  Mexican  war  then  just  begun.  This  Address, 
written  by  Mr.  Garrison,  took  the  ground  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  all  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  to  refuse  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  a  war  waged  by  Slavery  upon  a  nation 
whose  chief  crime  was  that  she  had  abolished  Slavery.  After 
ample  discussion,  and  full  consideration  of  all  possible  conse- 
quences, the  Appeal  was  adopted.  The  Society  reaffirmed  all 
its  testimonies  of  former  years  as  to  the  pro-slavery  character 
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of  the  Third  Political  Party  and  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
bore  its  testimony  against  the  pro-slavery  Church  and  State, 
expressed  its  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  of  our  American 
friends  in  Great  Britain  and  their  zealous  coadjutors,  and  its 
opinions  on  various  matters  of  National  and  Local  pohtics  con- 
nected with  Slavery.  It  was  a  meeting  of  great  interest,  and 
one  that  gave  a  decided  impulse  to  the  Anti- Slavery  operations 
of  the  year. 

THE  NEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTION. 

This  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Abolitionists,  not  of  New  Eng- 
land only,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  was  convened  in  Faneuil 
Hall  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  of  May.  Perhaps  we  never  held  a 
more  stirring  and  exciting  meeting.  The  Mexican  war  was  but 
just  begun,  and  on  the  very  day  of  our  Convention  Governor 
Briggs  issued  his  proclamation  for  volunteers.  The  public 
mind  was  in  a  high  state  of  excitement,  and  the  stern  denunci- 
ations and  rebukes  of  the  State  and  its  Chief  Magistrate,  for 
their  inconsistencies  and  crimes,  which  the  Convention  adminis- 
tered, drew  a  very  general  attention  to  it.  Our  sessions  were 
thronged  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  though  not  undis- 
turbed, their  testimonies  were  fully  heard. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Convention,  the  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Melodeon,  at  which  time  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Phillips 
touching  Governor  Briggs  and  his  proclamation,  of  which  we 
•  have  spoken  at  large  in  another  plac^,  was  offered.  It  created 
a  strong  feehng  in  the  community,  and  was  the  topic  of  general 
animadversion.  In  the  evening  the  building  was  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  relations  of  the  Church  to  Slavery 
were  the  topic  of  discussion.  Although  the  great  mass  of  the 
audience  were  peaceable  and  desirous  to  hear,  a  small  party  of 
rioters  prevented  anything  that  was  said  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  from  being  heard.  But  two  of  them  being  taken  into 
custody  by  the  police,  the  riot  ceased  at  once,  and  the  meeting 
ended  in  the  most  brilhant  manner. 

On  Thursday,  the  meeting  was  again  held  in  Faneuil  Hall 
and  it  was  again  crowded  with  eager  listeners.     The  resolution 
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concerning  Mr.  Brioos  having  been  published  in  the  morning 
papers,  with  comments,  the  general  excitement  in  the  popular 
mind  was  greatly  increased.  In  the  afternoon  the  concourse 
was  immense,  and  a  series  of  resolutions,  offered  by  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Channino,  denying  the  existence  of  any  lawful 
government  of  the  United  States,  of  any  Union,  of  any  obligation 
of  allegiance  or  countenance,  to  either,  and  pledging  ourselves 
to  give  no  aid  or  support  to  the  Mexican  war,  and  to  do  all  in  our 
power,  to  form  a  New  Union  and  a  New  Constitution.  These 
resolutions  were  sustained,  amid  mingled  cheers  and  hisses,  by 
Mr.  Channino,  Rev.  Theodoee  Parkeb,  Mr.  Remond  and  oth- 
ers, and  enthusiastically  adopted. 

While  this  meeting  was  in  progress,  notice  was  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  meeting,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  Mr.  Alderman  Jonathan  Preston,  availing 
himself  of  the  least  conceivable  informality  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  Hall  was  granted  to  us,  had  directed  the  Superintend- 
ant  not  to  allow  it  to  be  used  by  us  for  an  evening  session.  No 
other  place  could  be  procured  at  such  short  notice,  and  so  an 
assembly  of  many  thousands,  some  of  whom  had  come  thou- 
sands of  miles  to  attend  it,  had  the  door  shut  in  theif  faces,  after 
it  had  been  regularly  granted,  because  a  certain  notice  had  been 
given  to  the  Superintendant  instead  of  to  the  Omimittee !  A 
statement  of  the  facts  was  published  immediately  in  the  daily 
papers,  signed  by  Messrs.  Jackson,  Garrison,  Quinct  and 
Phillips,  which  concluded  thus : 

>*  Whether  it  was  the  promptings  of  a  base  pro-slavery  spirit,  or  a  coward- 
ly trackliDg  before  the  imagiDarj  possibility  of  a  contingent  roob,  which  im- 
pelled Mr.  Alderman  Prebtoh  to  take  this  extraordinary  and  reprehensible 
course,  is  a  question  which  it  is  important  only  to  himself  to  decide.  We 
would  simply  ask  our  fellow-citizens  to  consider  whether  he  would  have 
dared  thus  to  insult  any  political  party,  or  any  other  philanthropic  moTO- 
ment.?" 

This  treatment,  however,  was  perhaps  as  favorable  to  the 
agitation  of  the  questions  which  had  caused  it,  as  the  meeting 
could  have  been,  had  we  been  permitted  to  hold  it,  and  we  ad- 
journed after  a  long  session,  with  the  Satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  we  had  not  laboied  in  vain.     And  we  presume  all  went  up 
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from  it  stronger  of  heart  and  more  cheerful  of  spirit  for  the  com- 
munion they  had  had  together,  and  the  evidences  they  discerned 
that  the  cause  was  never  in  a  more  hopeful  conditioiL 

ANTI-SLAVEET    OPERATIONS. 

At  its  last  annual  meeting,  this  society  made  provision  for  a 
lecturing  campaign  to  continue  until  the  New  England  Conven- 
tion. Accordingly,  as  soon  as  armngeraents  could  be  made  it 
was  begun  and  carried  on  with  vigor  for  the  appointed  time, 
under  the  direction  of  our  faithful  and  industrious  (general 
Agent,  Mr.  Moody.  Mr.  Pillsbury,  the  Rev.  Thomas  T. 
Stone,  then  of  Maine,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Burleigh  and  Mr. 
Giles  B.  Stebbins  were  regularly  in  the  field.  Mr.  Remond 
also  lectured  extensively,  though  not  in  connection  with  the 
general  movement  Dr.  Hudson  and  Mr.  Lunsford  Lane 
were  also  actively  employed  in  the  Western  Counties,  during 
the  winter  and  spring,  by  our  faithful  friend  Adner  Belcher, 
as  the  trustee  of  the  Anti- Slavery  bounty  of  the  late  excellent 
Philander  Ware.  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Mr. 
QuiNCY  assisted  at  some  of  the  principal  Conventions.  A  very 
large  amount  of  Anti- Slavery  work  was  done  and  well  done, 
and  the  fruit  of  it  was  seen  in  part,  in  the  success  of  the  New 
England  Convention. 

Early  in  the  autumn  Mr.  Pillsbury  returned  from  a  short 
visit  of  Anti- Slavery  duty  to  the  West,  and  has  been  since  that 
time  acting  as  an  agent  of  this  Society  with  his  usual  efficiency 
and  success.  At  a  later  period  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  have  also 
returned  from  the  Western  field  and  have  been  laboring  with 
their  characteristic  energy  in  our  vineyard.  Captain  Walker, 
also,  has  lectured  extensively,  though  on  his  own  account,  and 
has  helped  to  swell  the  general  amount  of  Anti-  Slavery  agita- 
tion. The  County  Meetings  have  been  even  unusually  inter- 
esting and  well  attended.  Considering  our  limited  suppUes  of 
men  and  money,  we  think  we  may  say  that  the  war  was  never 
carried  on  before,  in  any  year,  with  greater  spirit. 
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DEATHS. 

On  Ihe  fifteenth  of  April  the  Anti- Slavery  cause  lost  one  of 
its  earliest  and  finnest  friends  by  the  death  of  Daniel  Neall, 
of  Philadelphia.  Having  been  bom  and  bred  in  a  Slave  State, 
he  early  learned  to  abhor  Slavery,  and  to  devote  himself  to  its 

destfLicUoB*  He  was  not  ashamed  to  be  numbered  among  the 
despised  and  rejected  modem  abolitionists.  He  possessed  great 
coolness  and  personal  intrepidity ^  which  he  evinced  on  the 
fearful  night  of  the  destnictioti  of  Pennsylvania  Hall,  in  an 
eminent  degree*  and  also  when  he  has  been  expo^sed  to  personal 
violence  in  a  Slave  Slate  on  account  of  his  testim^onies  against 
Slave^i^  Few  men  had  won  the  respect  of  Uie  community  in 
which  lie  lived  by  force  of  character,  clearness  of  judgment, 
unimpeachable  integrityr  and  extensive  benevolence^  so  entirely 
as  he*  The  poor  of  the  city  where  he  lived  will  long^  have 
reason  to  regret  their  loss,  and  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  though 
they  may  know  it  not,  have  lost  a  clear-sighted  and  earnest 
advocate  and  friend. 

We  have  ourselves  suffered  a  painful  breach  in  our  own  Anti- 
Slavery  circle,  by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Henrt  Chapman, 
the  father  of  the  late  Henry  G^  Chapman,  who  died  on  the 
23d  of  November,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  It  was 
his  rare  felicity  to  retain  the  freshness  of  a  youthful  spirit  in  the 
inidst  of  the  infirmities  and  bereavements  of  old  ngo.  Though 
an  old  man  he  kept  pace  with  the  vanguard  of  his  time.  His 
prime  of  life  was  spent  in  the  cares  and  toils  of  an  uncommonly 
extensive  and  various  business,  and  his  talent  and  industry  had 
crowned  tliem  wilh  success.  But  neither  the  cares  of  this 
world,  nor  the  deceilfulncss  of  riches,  could  choke  the  good  seed 
in.  his  heart  from  springing  up  unto  the  harvest  of  a  beneficent 
life.  He  was  early  and  consistent  in  his  testimony  in  the  cause 
of  Temperance,  liis  ear  was  among  the  first  that  caught  the 
distant  wail  of  the  Slave,  and  liis  hand  was  one  of  tlie  fore- 
moat  that  was  stretched  out  to  succor  him.  The  fortitude  with 
which  he  sustained  bereavements  of  no  common  severityT  was 
admirable.  The  calmness  with  which  he  went  down  to  his  own 
rest  was  beautiful  and  fall  of  consolation-     His  manners  were 
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marked  by  all  the  gentleness  and  grace  of  the  old  schooL  They 
had,  as  William  Penn  says  of  those  of  George  Fox,  "a  grace 
beyond  the  rules  of  breeding; "  for  they  were  the  ont-shadow- 
ings  of  a  benevolent  heart,  —  the  reality  of  which  conventional 
good-breeding  is  but  the  imitation.  During  a  long  life,  they  that 
knew  him  best,  had  never  seen  his  serene  equanimity  disturbed. 
Though  he  had  encountered  at  least  his  share  of  the  vicissitudes 
and  calamities  of  life,  yet  he  lived  and  died  in  peace.  He  was 
one  whom  to  know  was  a  privilege,  and  to  remember  is  a 
blessing. 

NORTHERN   PRISONERS   AT   THE    SOUTH. 

The  number  of  victims  to  Slaveholding  vengeance  and  seen* 
lity,  for  whom  our  sympathy  has  been  demanded  in  past  years, 
has  been  diminished  since  we  last  reported  their  situation. 
The  Kev.  Charles  T.  Torrey  was  released  by  death  from  his 
imprisonment  on  the  9th  of  May.  Even  afler  the  hand  of 
death  was  upon  him  he  was  refused  the  small  boon  of  dying 
among  his  kindred,  although  it  had  been  solicited  by  many  of 
the  most  distinguished  of  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  among 
them  two  ex-governors  of  the  State,  and  although  their  request 
was  marked  by  a  servility  of  concession  and  a  meaimess  of 
assentation  such  as  was  thought  best  adapted  to  concih'ate 
Slaveholding  arrogance,  but  which  only  excited  its  contempt 
He,  accordingly,  died  in  the  Penitentiary  in  Baltimore,  another 
witness  to  the  truth  that  common  humanity  and  Slavery  can- 
not exist  together. 

Mr.  Torrey's  remains  were  removed  to  Boston  for  interment, 
and  his  funeral  services  were  performed  in  the  Tremont 
Temple  on  Monday  the  19th  of  May,  in  the  presence  of  a  laige 
concourse  of  spectators.  Application  had  been  made  for  the 
use  of  Park  Street  Church  for  this  purpose,  and  it  was  granted 
by  the  proper  authority,  but  subsequently,  almost  at  the  last 
moment,  the  permission  was  revoked.  This  insult  could  have 
had  no  other  origin  than  an  imwiUingness  to  seem  to  counte- 
nance the  act  which  was  the  first  cause  of  Mr.  Torrey*s  death, 
a^d  so  this  jrepresentative  of  the  American  Church  spumed 
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from  its  doors  the  dead  body  of  a  brother  in  full  communion 
with  themselves,  a  minister  of  their  own  denomination,  as  if  it 
had  been  a  loathsome  carrion,  because  he  came  to  his  death  for 
attempting  to  rescue  the  victims  of  their  Slaveholding  brethrea 
in  Christ !  And  this,  notwithstanding  all  that  he  had  done  to 
regain  the  favor  his  early  Anti- Slavery  course  had  forfeited! 
A  pregnant  commentary  upon  the  character  of  American  Be- 
ligion !  And  an  instructive  lesson  to  all  who  are  tempted  to 
endeavor,  at  the  instance  of  a  Pro- Slavery  Church,  to  recover 
her  smiles  by  the  sacrifice  of  principle  and  of  duty ! 

Earlier  in  the  year,  Mr.  Burr,  one  of  the  Missouri  prisoners^ 
was  discharged  by  pardon.  A  favor  which  was  not  extended 
to  him  until  he  had  maimed  himself  in  the  service  of  the  State* 
and  had  become  a  source  of  expense  instead  of  profit.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  now  the  only  one  of  these  captives  that  is  wearing 
out  his  best  years  in  bondage  to  expiate  his  suspected  attempt 
to  open  the  prison-doors  of  the  Slave.  We  earnestly  hope  that 
we  shall  soon  hear  the  good  news  of  his  deliverance. 

The  case  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio  who  were  kidnapped  on' 
their  own  soil,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Parkersburgh,  and  earned 
into  Virginia  to  be  tried  for  assisting  fugitive  slaves  to  escape^ 
has  been  at  last  determined ;  the  highest  Virginian  Court,  to 
which  it  was  carried  in  the  last  appeal,  having  decided,  after 
solemn  argument,  that  the  Ohio  side  of  the  river  is  not  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia ! 

IHB   FIRST  OP  AUOTJST. 

This  festival  of  Emancipation  was  celebmted  with  all  due 
rites  of  joy  and  gratitude  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  At 
Abington,  at  Concord  and  at  Lynn,  especially,  very  large  open- 
air  meetings  were  held,  to  which  the  people  came  up  in  mul- 
titudes from  the  country  round-about.  The  weather  was 
imcommonly  propitious,  and  the  day  was  one  of  temperate 
rejoicing,  not  unmixed  with  the  remembrance  of  those  in  our 
own  land,  whose  jubilee  is  yet  to  come. 
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THE   ANTI-SLAVERY  PRESS. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  condition  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
newspapers  to  be  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  ever 
before.  With  the  exception  of  the  Herald  op  Freedom,  our 
papers  remain  as  they  were  at  our  last  Report ;  but  their  circula- 
tion has  been  greatly  increased.  The  Herald,  which  had  been 
continued  for  a  year  and  a  half  afler  the  felonious  attack  upon 
its  life,  in  the  winter  of  1845,  in  the  face  of  a  profligate  and 
factious  opposition,  was  discontinued  last  summer,  to  the  great 
regret  of  its  readers  and  friends.  It  had  been  conducted  with 
great  ability  by  Mr.  Pillsbury  in  th^  midst  of  very  unpleasant 
and  painful  circumstances,  and  published  by  Mr.  Ela  at  an  ex- 
pense of  risk  and  personal  inconvenience  highly  honorable  to 
his  Anti- Slavery  fidelity.  The  best  part  of  its  subscribers, 
however,  transferred  themselves  to  the  Liberator  or  the  Stand- 
ard, so  that  we  trust  that  the  loss  the  cause  has  sustained  by  its 
discontinuance  will  be,  in  some  measure,  made  good. 

The  Liberator  still  retains  its  place  as  the  acknowledged 
Pioneer  of  our  Reform,  not  only  when  it  first  took  up  its  march, 
but  at  every  stage  of  its  progress.  It  never  stood  higher  in  the 
afiection  and  confidence  of  Abolitionists  in  the  Old  World,  as 
well  as  in  the  New,  than  it  does  at  the  present  moment  All 
the  assaults  that  have  been  made  upon  it  by  open  Pro- Slavery 
or  by  Pseudo- Abolitionism  from  the  day  of  its  establishment 
to  this,  have  only  had  the  efiect  of  giving  it  a  firmer  hold  upon 
the  general  Anti- Slavery  heart  of  the  World. 

The  financial  Committee,  to  which  Mr.  Garrison  has  en- 
trusted the  money  concerns  of  the  paper,  have  determined,  after 
serious  consideration,  to  try  the  experiment  of  reducing  its 
price  to  two  dollars,  per  annum,  in  the  hopes  that  the  expecta- 
tions, which  have  been  held  out  to  them  that  the  circulation 
would  thus  be  much  enlarged,  will  be  realized.  The  revenue 
of  the  Liberator,  which  is  managed  with  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy consistent  with  justice,  by  Mr.  Philbrick  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  (the  services  of  all  of  whom,  we  need  hardly 
say,  are  entirely  gratuitous,)  has  been  usually  sufficient  to 
support  the  paper  and  the  editor.    But  it  must  be  obvious  that 
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several  hundred  new  subscribers  must  be  obtained, in  order  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  which  the  reduction  of  price  will 
occasion.  We  know  that  this  can  be  done  by  a  very  moderate 
exertion  on  the  part  of  its  friends.  Our  agents  have  been  in- 
structed to  make  the  obtaining  of  subscribers  for  the  Liberator 
and  Standard,  a  prominent  part  of  their  business,  and  they  have 
been  diligent  and  successful  in  this  duty. 

.  A  change  has  also  been  made  in  the  terms  of  the  National 
Anti- Slavery  Standakd,  they  being  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
one  dollar,  in  the  flEuth,  which  has  been  well  redeemed,  that  its 
increased  circulation  would  make  amends  for  the  difference  in 
price.  It  being  the  only  object  of  our  Anti- Slavery  prints  to  do 
Anti- Slavery  work  and  not  to  make  money,  if  the  receipts  do 
but  cover  the  actual  expenditures,  we  consider  ourselves  amply 
repaid.  The  American  Committee,  thinking  that  the  State  of 
New  York  should  furnish  the  staple  of  the  subscription  list  of 
their  paper  published  in  its  capital,  set  on  foot,  last  summer,  a 
campaign  for  that  express  purpose,  under  the  direction  of  Joseph 
C.  Hatha  WAT,  as  General  Agent.  In  this  work  he  has  had  the 
invaluable  help  of  Charles  L.  Kbmonp,  Erasmus  D.  Hudson, 
William  W.  Brown,  and  Giles  B.  ^tebbins,  besides  other 
occasional  assistance.  This  movement  has  been  amply  repaid 
by  the  success  that  has  attended  it  A  great  number  of  sub- 
scribers, also,  have  been  obtained  by  the  private  solicitation  of 
Abolitionists  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Standarp  is  still  conducted  by  Mr.  Gat  with  the  tact 
and  talent  which  has  characterized  his  editorial  labors  from  the 
beginning.  He  has  sustained  his  arduous  duties  as  fiscal  and 
office  agent,  in  addition  to  those  of  his  editorship,  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner.  The  amount  of  labor  which  he  does  for  the 
cause's  sake,  is  inferior  to  none  performed,  now,  or  at  any  former 
time.  During  the  past  year  he  had  had  the  assistance  of  several 
of  the  best  minds  in  the  cause,  or  in  the  country,  as  contributors 
to  his  columns.  The  Standard  well  deserves,  by  its  merits, 
any  amount  of  success  it  can  achieve. 

The  Pennsylvania  Freeman  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
McEjm  and  is  still  as  fisuthful  and  zealous  as  ever.    It  has  re- 
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cently  been  enlarged  and  we  trust  that  its  circulation  will  be 
equal  to  its  mehts. 

The  Anti- Slavery  Bugle  has  established  itself  firmly  as 
the  exponent  of  the  principles  of  Anti- Slavery,  as  held  by  the 
American  Anti- Slavery  Society,  in  the  West.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  are  still  its  editors,  and  fully  maintain  the  character  for 
talent  and  fidelity  which  they  impressed  upon  it  in  the  be- 
ginning. The  West  has  been  again  the  scene  of  an  extensive 
agitation,  under  the  direction  of  Samuel  Brooke.  We  have 
no  room  for  the  particulars  of  its  progress  or  its  success,  even 
were  this  the  proper  place  to  record  them.  We  can  only  say 
that  they  were  in  the  highest  degree  gratifying  and  encourag- 
ing. 

ANTI-SLAVERY   PAIRS. 

These  Anti- Slavery  instnimentaUties  have  been  more  suc- 
cessful, both  in  their  direct  and  indirect  effects,  than  .in  any 
former  year.  Never  was  the  preparation  for  the  Fairs  of  any 
former  year,  made  the  occasion  of  so  general  and  lively  an  in- 
terest in  the  cause ;  never  was  so  large  an  amount  contributed 
to  the  Slave's  treasury,  through  this  channel,  since  it  was  first 
employed. 

Their  usual  history  was  varied  this  year  by  a  novel  experi- 
ment On  the  Fourth  of  July  an  Anti- Slavery  Fair  was  held 
by  the  Managers  of  the  Boston  Bazaar,  at  Dedham,  in  Harrison 
Grove,  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  Agency  Fund  of  this  So- 
ciety. Its  success  was  most  complete.  The  magnificence  of 
the  grove,  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  day,  the  throngs  from  the 
city  and  the  country,  the  elegant  arrangement  of  the  tables,  the 
eloquence  and  the  music,  made  it  a  scene  and  an  occasion  to 
be  long  remembered.  Addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  Wm. 
H.  Channing,  James  F.  Clarke,  Garrison,  Balph  Waldo 
Emerson  and  Wendell  Phillips.  The  pecuniary  result  con- 
siderably exceeded  the  sum  which  the  Managers  had  pledged 
the  Fair  to  raise,  and  in  every  respect  its  success  was  complete 
and  triumphant 

The  Thirteenth  National  Anti- Slavery  Bazaar  was  again 
held  in  Faneuil  Hall  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Yearns 


Digitized  by 


Google 


67 


holidays.  It  was  the  most  brilliant  and  beautiful  ever  held  in 
that  HalL  The  beauty  of  the  decorations,  the  abundance  and 
richness  of  the  articles,  the  crowds  of  purchasers,  made  it  a 
most  animated  and  picturesque  spectacle.  The  Anti- Slavery 
zeal  of  two  worlds  was  there  displayed  in  the  endless  variety 
of  things  rich  and  rare  contributed,  as  if  in  generous  emulation, 
by  the  elegant  industry  of  the  women  of  England  and  America. 
The  result  of  the  sales  was  a  sum  exceeding  four  thousand 
FIVE  HUNDRED  doUars,  —  being  an  advance  of  about  one  thou- 
sand dollars  on  that  of  last  year ! 

Addresses  were  delivered  on  some  of  the  evenings  of  the 
Bazaar  by  Rev.  William  H.  Channino,  James  F.  Clarke,  Mrs. 
Foster,  Mr.  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Addison  Davis, 
Mr.  PiLLSBURY,  Mr.  Foster,  Edmund  Quinct  and  others; 
which  were  listened  to  with  interest  by  large  and  increasing 
audiences.  The  labor  incidental  to  such  an  undertaking  is 
very  great,  but  its  undertakers  seemed  to  think  themselves 
amply  repaid  by  their  triumphant  success. 

Fairs  have  also  been  held  for  the  benefit  of  this  Society  at 
Upton,  Weymouth,  and  we  beheve  other  places,  and  in  all  with 
most  satisfactory  results. 

KIDNAPPING   AT   THE   NORTH. 

A  strong  and  deep  excitement  was  aroused  in  the  mind  of 
the  better  part  of  the  community,  in  September  last,  by  a  case 
of  kidnapping  which  occurred  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  A  Slave 
had  secreted  himself  on  board  the  brig  Ottoman,  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  was  not  discovered  till  she  was  at  sea.  The  Cap- 
tain, James  W.  Hannum,  alarmed  for  his  trade,  kept  him  in  cus- 
tody on  board  the  ship,  and  afterwards  on  Spectacle  Island,  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  him  to  New  Orleans.  The  Slave  once 
made  his  escape  and  reached  South  Boston ;  but  was  overtaken 
by  Hannum,  who  recovered  possession  of  him,  by  representing 
him  as  a  thief  He  then  put  him  on  board  the  Niagara,  a  vessel 
bound  for  New  Orleans,  and  sent  him  back  to  Slavery. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  there  was  such  a  Slave  in  our 
waters,  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  granted  by  Judge  Hub- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68 


BARD  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  warrant  issued  for  the  arrest 
of  Hannum ,  on  the  charge  of  kidnapping.  But  through  "  the 
masterly  inactivity "  of  the  Deputy  Sheriff  to  whom  the  writ, 
and  of  the  pohce  to  whom  the  warrant,  was  entrusted,  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  could  he  served !  Hannum,  in  a  letter, 
through  the  daily  papers,  justified  his  act  and  stated  that  he 
was  supported  in  what  he  had  done  hy  his  owners,  the  respon- 
sihle  one  of  whom  is  one  JOHN  H  PEARSON  of  Long 
Wharf. 

But  though  it  was  too  late  to  save  the  Slave  it  was  not  too 
late  for  Boston  to  express  its  sense  of  this  outrage  on  the  laws 
of  Humanity,  of  Massachusetts  and  of  God.  Accordingly  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  called,  to  meet  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  to  utter  its  voice  in  this  behalf.  The  Hall  was 
crowded  to  its  remotest  nook  and  cranny.  Never  did  such  "  a 
sea  of  upturned  faces  "  fill  that  vast  hall  before.  John  Quinct 
Adams  took  the  chair,  amid  deafening  acclamations,  and  ex- 
pressed his  happiness  in  thus  bearing  his  personal  testimony  in 
a  case  of  personal  liberty.  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe  stated  the  case,  the 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips  spoke  the  indignation  of  a  merchant 
zealous  for  the  honor  of  his  profession,  Charles  Sumner,  Esq., 
Wendell  Phillips,  George  B.  Emerson,  Esq.,  Hon.  Chas.  F. 
Adams,  Bev.  Theodore  Parker  and  Bev.  Thos.  T.  Stone  filled 
up  the  rest  of  the  evening.  The  enthusiasm  was  immense,  and 
was  never  greater  than  when  Wendell  Phillips  pointed  out 
to  the  meeting  its  inconsistency  in  sustaining  a  Constitution  of 
Government,  by  virtue  of  which  a  scrap  of  paper  with  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  the  Slave  affixed  to  it,  in  Hannum*s  or  Pear- 
son's possession,  would  have  made  the  act  they  were  condemn- 
ing a  perfectly  legal  one,  and  when  he  indicated  DISSOLU- 
TION as  the  only  rightful  and  sufficient  remedy  for  these  evils. 
If  a  vote  could  have  been  taken  at  that  moment  on  the  question 
of  DISUNION,  we  are  convinced  that  it  would  have  been 
carried  by  acclamation. 

Eesolutions,  branding  Pearson  with  the  ignominy  he  de- 
served, expressing  a  determination  that  no  more  illegal  seizures 
should  be  made,  and  appointing  a  Vigilance  Committee  of  Forty 
to  see  to  it  that  there  were  not,  were  passed  unanimously,  and 
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the  meeting  adjourned,  after  having  afforded  a  signal  proof  of 
the  change  in  the  public  sentiment  since  the  Anti- Slavery 
movement,  which  has  caused  it,  first  begun. 

The  miserable  Pearson  and  EUnnum,  each  of  them  attempt- 
ed defences  of  themselves  through  the  papers,  which  only 
showed  their  conduct  to  have  been  more  infamous,  and  their 
principles  more  abandoned,  than  had  been  at  first  supposed. 
We  need  scarcely  add  that  no  bill  was  found  by  the  Grand  Jury 
against  these  wretches.  PubUc  sentiment  is  not  yet  purified 
enough  to  have  reached  the  Temple  of  Justice.  These  crimi- 
nals, and  especially  the  employer,  the  greater  of  the  two, — will 
only  have  to  endure  the  infamy  of  having  sent  back  a  man  as 
firee  and  as  good  as  themselves  to  be  whipped  to  death,  for 
preferring  liberty  to  slavery,  which  will  adhere  to  them  through 
life  and  be  tmnsmitted,  a  heritage  of  shame,  to  their  children's 
children. 

A  case  similar  in  its  nature  to  this,  but  more  fortunate  in  its 
tamination,  occurred  not  long  before  in  New  York.  Fortu- 
nately, thei[e,  possession  of  the  SlavQ,  QfeoaaE  Kirk,  was  ob- 
tained, befoie  the  kidnapping  Captain  had  an  opportunity  to 
complete  his  purpose.  This  case  excited  a  very  strong  interest 
in  New  York,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  general  sjrmpa- 
thy  was  on  the  side  of  humanity.  Although  the  Mayor  and  all 
the  police  of  the  city  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  kidnapper, 
when  the  poor  boy  once  escaped  from  custody,  yet  the  Judge, 
Edmonds,  did  himself  and  the  Bench  honor  by  judging  justly, 
and  deciding  that  there  was  no  authority  by  which  the  Slave 
could  be  lawfully  restrained  of  his  Hberty.  He  was  accordingly 
set  at  liberty,  and  was  soon  put  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Gat  and  to  Mr.  Elias  Smith  for  their 
unwearied  and  judicious  efforts  in  this  matter;  and  to  the 
counsel  employed,  Messrs.  White  and  John  Jat,  for  the  untir- 
ing and  able  manner  in  which  they  did  their  duty  to  their 
client. 

THE    OASTE   SCHOOLS. 

l%e  same  question,  of  the  disposition  of  which,  last  year,  we 
gave  an  account  in  our  last  Report,  was  raised  again  in  the 
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Boston  School  Committee,  by  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Colored  Schools,  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  way.  This  year, 
however,  the  Committee  were  guilty  of  the  indiscretion  of 
giving  their  reasons  for  their  refusing  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  and  the  City  Sohcitor  was  unwise  enough  to 
commit  himself  in  a  written  opinion  on  the  same  side.  The 
ai^menls,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  of  the  first  were  dis- 
posed of  in  the  admirably  well  reasoned  and  capitally  well 
written  Minority  Report,  signed  by  Mr.  Edmund  Jackson  and 
Dr.  BowDiTCH,  and  written  by  the  former  gentleman.  This 
Report  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  refused  to  have  printed 
with  their  own.  This  course  showed  their  discretion,  if  not 
their  magnanimity,  as  a  different  line  of  conduct  would  have 
been  nothing  less  than  suicidal.  The  opinion  of  Mr.  P.  W. 
Chandler,  the  City  Solicitor,  was  reviewed  by  Mr.  Wendell 
Phillips  at  length  and  with  great  legal  acumen  and  clearness 
of  statement 

The  Report  of  Mr.  Jackson  and  the  Review  of  Mr.  Phillips 
were  published  together,  and  extensively  circulated  and  read. 
The  vote  stood  this  year  59  to  16;  last  year,  it  was  55  to 
12,  for  and  against  the  continuance  of  the  Caste  Schools. 
We  trust  that  this  demand  will  be  made  of  every  successive 
School  Committee,  until  they  shall  be  found  willing  to  do  justice, 
if  not  for  our  cause,  at  least  for  our  importunity.  The  prejudice 
of  color  can  never  be  eradicated  from  the  general  mind,  as  long 
as  it  is  permitted  to  poison  the  mind  of  our  youth  at  its  very 
springs.  It  will  be  a  great  triumph  over  this  great  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  elevation  of  the  people  of  color,  and,  of  course, 
in  the  way  of  emancipation,  when  Boston  shall  yield  to  the  de- 
mand of  justice  and  right  reason,  and  practically  recognize  the 
equal  rights  of  instruction,  without  let  or  impediment,  of  all  her 
children. 

the  political  parties. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  past  year,  to  alter  the  rela- 
tions of  the  three  political  parties  towards  Slavery,  and  towards 
Anti- Slavery,    l^y  are  all  alike  engaged  in  a  strife  for  office, 
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under  the  Conatitution  of  the  United  States.  They  are  aU 
equally  ready  to  swear  to  support  that  Constitution ;  and,  if  true 
to  their  oath,  to  do  the  work  which  the  Constitution,  as  ex- 
plained by  its  authentic  expounders,  requires  of  those  supporting 
it  Though  they  all  claim  to  be  hostile  to  human  slavery  and 
desirous  of  universal  liberty,  their  position  contradicts  their 
pretensions.  As  long  as  they  occupy  that  position,  they  are 
essentially  pro-slavery  in  their  essence  and  tendency.  Whether 
they  accept  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  or  attempt  to  see  in  it 
something  that  is  not  there,  the  Great  Fact  of  its  actual  charac- 
ter and  meaning  remains  the  same.  It  is  still  the  heaviest 
of  the  chains  that  bind  the  Slave  to  his  despair,  the  iron  of 
which  enters  into  our  own  souls  who  have  consented  to 
hold  it 

Such  being  the  conmion  relation  of  the  three  parties  to  Slave- 
ry, their  common  relation  must  necessarily  be  one  of  hostihty 
to  genuine  Anti- Slavery.  True  An ti- Slavery  is,  of  its  own 
nature,  the  antagonist  of  whatever  sustains  Slavery;  parties 
clinging  to  one  of  the  main  supports  of  Slavery,  must  of  an 
equfd  necessity,  be  the  antagonists  of  Anti- Slavery.  This  we 
find  daily  to  be  true  of  the  three  parties  ia  their  collective  ca- 
pacity. The  individuals  composing  them  we  find  of  every 
degree  of  relation  to  us,  from  the  most  malignant  hatred  to  the 
warmest  friendship  and  good  will  Though  most  of  the  promi- 
nent leaders,  and  of  the  official  organs,  of  the  three  parties  are 
equally  bitter  against  us  and  our  movement,  still  we  are  happy 
to  know  that  there  are  multitudes  within  the  ranks  of  all  of 
them  that  are  cordially  friendly  to  us,  and  desirous  of  cooperating 
with  us  as  far  as  their  political  relations  will  admit  We  are 
fisur  from  claiming  to  be  the  only  ones  in  the  country  that  earn- 
estly desire  the  abolition  of  Slavery  and  are  honestly  laboring 
to  promote  it  But  we  are  confident  that  ours  is  the  only  way 
of  salvation.  We  believe  that  there  are  many  in  the  Third 
Party  and  many  more  in  the  Whig  and  Democratic  Parties  who 
are  sincere  haters  of  Slavery,  and  are  honestly  convinced  that 
their  party  organization  is  the  true  one  for  its  final  destruc- 
tion ;  but,  while  we  believe  all  these  to  be  equally  honest  in 
their  purpose,  we  are  sure  that  they  are  all  equally  mistaken  in 
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their  method.      Our  testimony  is,  therefore/ upheld  equally 
against  all. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  organization  or  platform  that  forbids 
abolitionists  of  either  of  the  parties  from  acting  with  us,  to  the 
extent  that  their  sense  of  duty,  and  feeling  of  good  faith  towards 
their  parties,  will  permit.  We  have  such  helpers  in  them  all, 
and  they  always  find  us  ready  to  cooperate  with  theni,  where 
concert  is  possible.  Where  we  have  reason  to  believe  them 
disinterested  abolitionists,  men  of  private  integrity  and  per- 
sonal honor,  (or  where  we  have  not  reason  to  know  that  they 
are  the  reverse  of  all  this)  we  joyfully  accept  whatever  of 
service  they  are  endeavoring  to  do  for  the  Slave,  as  an  earnest 
of  their  sincerity,  whether  it  be  in  concert  with  us,  or  not  But 
it  is  always  under  protest,  well  understood,  whether  tacit  or 
expressed,  that  our  approbation  is  qualified  by  disapproval  of 
their  policy,  and  that  our  heart's  desire  is  that  they  should  learn 
to  walk  in  the  more  excellent  way  which  leads  "  right  onward  " 
to  the  point  we  are  all  wishing  to  attain. 

THE    CHURCH. 

As  the  relations  of  the  Parties  have  remained  substantially 
the  same,  as  of  old  time,  to  Slavery,  and  to  Anti- Slavery,  so 
have  those  of  the  Church.  The  great  national  Sects,  by  their 
ecclesiastical  action,  or  inaction,  and  by  the  utterance  of  their 
Babbies  and  of  their  periodical  organs,  continue  to  give  to 
Slavery  the  blessings  and  the  consolations  of  BeligioD.  No 
practicable  breach  has,  as  yet,  been  made  in  the  walls  of  "  the 
Bulwark  of  American  Slavery."  They  continue  to  enclose  "  the 
American  Bastille"  from  the  besieging  hands  of  its  enemies,  as  if 
it  were  the  Holy  of  their  Holies,  and  still  endeavor  to  sanctify  it 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  by  planting  the  Cross  of  Christ  upon 
its  battlements.  The  sympathy  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Churches  and  Clergy  is  still  with  the  Master  and  not  with  the 
Slave.  The  peace  of  the  Church,  and  the  prosperity  of  their 
own  particular  Zion,  yet  seem  to  them  of  greater  moment  than 
the  redemption  of  three  millions  of  human  beings  from  Slavery. 
The  pulpits  and  the  religious  press  continue  to  display  their 
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zeal  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  chiefly  by  the  repetition  of 
stale  slanders  against  the  Abolitionists,  and  by  endeavors  to 
prevent  them  from  obtaining  the  ear  of  the  people.     With  but 

few  exceptions  the  churches  of  all  seels  arc  shut  against  the 
slave  in  the  person  of  his  advocate,  while  almost  every  one  of 
theui  expands  its  doors  to  welcome  the  pious  robber  of  the  poor* 
and  scarcely  any  but  rejoice  to  have  the  bread  of  hie  broken 
unto  them  by  reverend  men-stcalers,  with  their  hands  dripping 
with  their  brother^s  blood. 

The  wisdom  of  the  action  of  the  Southern  Methodist  EpiscO' 
pal  churches  in  dissolving  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Con* 
ferencG  over  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  Conferences  and 
erecting  them  into  a  separate  Ecclesiastical  CoBuection,  styled 
"  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,"  has  been  justified  by 
its  results.  The  Southern  Church  has  gained  everything,  and 
lost  nothing.  It  has  banished  the  importunate  spirit  of  A boU- 
tionisra  from  its  great  Councils,  and  at  the  same  time  has  lost 
none  of  its  ecclesiastical  brotherhood  w^ith  the  Northern 
Churches.  The  Baltimore  Conference,  which  adheres  to  the 
'*  Church  North/'  has  thus  defined  its  position :  — 

"  R£9<ilved^  That  ihh  Coafarenue  disclaims  haviitg  any  fdlowship  v^Uk 
ab&liti&msm.  On  the  contrary  vihiU  it  ia  detcniikied  to  mtiinliiin  its  welU 
known  positiiin^  by  keeping  the  iravtUing  prmthers^  composing  ila  own 
body,  frwe  (Voin  Slnvury,  U  \s  nko  detcrrnint^d  not  to  hold  tttnntctiGn  iukk  anif 
ecdc^iaMicat   bodfj  ihut  shall   m^iArd  VQN-SLAfE.tsoLmv'^    A    conditiom  qf 

]l£lfAfifi9HiP    1:4    THE    CmU&Cb!" 

This  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conferenee  was  sanctioned  by 
the  Khode  Island  Conference,  held  in  April  last  That  body 
considered  "  the  position  assumed  by  the  Baltimore  Conferencop 
in  relation  to  Slavery,  as  exceedingly  judiciousj  and  the  best 
for  the  Church  and  the  Slave,  possible,  under  its  circumstan- 
oes!"  This  resolution  was  seconded  by  the  editor  of  "  Z^ion*s 
Herald/'  the  orgnn  of  the  Eastern  Conferences.  The  editor  of 
the  **  Christian  Adyocate/'  the  leading  paper  of  the  Nortliern 
Church,  gave  it  his  hearty  approbation,  declaring,  that  though 
neither  preachers  nor  members  of  the  Church  "  had  changed  an 
iota  of  their  hostility  to  Slavery,  still  iker/  have  learned  to  dis- 
cripunate  between  the  vohmian/  a/nd  mvoluntary   Bkiwlmkl^, 
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They  no  longer  believe  Slaveholding  a  sin  under  all  drcumstancei. 
They  are  now  aware  that  some  of  their  brethren  hold  Slaves, 
under  a  conscientious  conviction,  that  their  maintaining  the  re- 
lation of  master  is  enjoined  providentially  upon  them,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  their  servants  from  evils  more  afflicting  than 
Slavery  itself!" 

Thus  the  Church  North,  as  far  as  the  action  of  their  Confer- 
ences, and  the  words  of  these  their  authentic  organs,  can  ex- 
press its  doctrine,  not  only  disclaims  AboHtionism,  but  declares 
its  determination  "  to  hold  no  connection  with  any  ecclesiastica] 
body  ihaX  shall  make  non-slaveholding  a  condition  of  m^ntberskip  I  " 
And  the  guilt  of  slaveholding  is  piously  transferred  from  the 
shoulders  of  Hope  Slaughter  &  Co.  (the  great  Methodist  Slave- 
traders)  and  their  compeers,  to  those  of  the  Almighty,  which 
are  supposed  to  be  strong  enough  to  bear  it !  And  these  are  the 
Conferences  with  which  the  Chiuch  South  could  not  remain  in 
connection,  on  account  of  their  Abolitionism !  Well  may  the 
South  despise  the  North,  when,  with  all  its  pains,  it  cannot 
succeed  in  kicking  a  particle  of  manly  spirit  into  it 

The  New  School  Presbyterians,  at  their  general  Assembly  in 
May  last,  disposed  of  this  troublesome  subject,  substantially  in 
the  following  manner,  by  the  adoption,  by  a  vote  of  97  to  27,  of 
a  series  of  resolutions  offered  by  Dr.  Duffield.  The  1st,  de- 
clares Slavery  to  be  intrinsically  unrighteous,  opposed  to  the  law 
of  God,  to  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel ;  the  2nd.,  that 
the  testimony  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  always  condemn- 
ed it ;  the  3rd.,  regrets  its  existence  in  the  Church,  and  exhorts 
Members  and  Churches  to  put  it  away ;  the  4th.,  they  cannot 
pronounce  a  sentence  of  general  and  promiscuous  condemna- 
tion which  should  exclude  Slaveholders  from  ecclesiastical  and 
Christian  fellowship ;  but  they  rather  sympathize  with  them  in 
their  embarrassments,  &c. ;  the  5th.,  condemns  all  divisive  and 
schismatical  measures,  and  deprecates  the  spirit  of  denunciation, 
on  this  subject ;  the  6th.,  denies  any  right  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  institute  tests  of  Christian  character,  and  refers  the  matter 
to  the  Sessions,  Presbyteries,  Synods,  &c.  Paltry  and  equivo- 
cating as  this  action  was,  no  less  than  three  Protests  were 
recorded  against  it,  as  too  Anti- Slavery ! 
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The  Methodist  Protestants  at  their  General  Conference,  held 
at  Cincinnati  last  May,  were  also  troubled  by  the  impertinent 
obtmsion  of  Anti- Slavery.  The  exclusion  of  Slaveholders  from 
the  Church,  and  the  striking  out  of  the  word  "  white  "  where  it 
occurs  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  were  demanded.  A 
Report,  strongly  Anti- Slavery,  created  an  excited  debate  of  two 
days.  It  was  first  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "if  practi- 
cable*' where  emancipation  was  demanded,  and  finally  laid  on 
the  table  by  a  vote  of  thirtt-pivb  to  thirty-one.  So  Slavery 
was  victorious  there. 

It  is  gratifying  after  these  examples  of  pious  profligacy  on 
the  part  of  sects  which,  in  an  eminent  manner,  thank  God  that 
they  are  not  as  other  men  are,  to  have  action  of  a  difi^erent  char- 
acter to  relate  on  the  part  of  another  great  and  growing  religious 
Connection.  In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  a  Protest  was 
issued,  signed  by  three  hundred  and  three  Universalist 
Ministers,  clearly  reciting  the  incidents  of  Slavery  which  called 
for  an  expression  of  opinion,  eloquently  summing  them  up,  and 
declaring  that  "  for  these  reasons,  we  protest  against  the  system 
of  American  Slavery  as  utterly  wrong,  and  confess  our  obligation 
to  use  all  justifiable  means  to  promote  its  abolition."  We  trust 
that  the  implied  pledge  in  the  Protest  will  be  redeemed,  and 
that  we  shall  see  a  marked  impulse  given  to  our  cause  by  the 
practical  operation  of  the  spirit  that  informed  it 

Early  in  the  year  an  "Address  of  the  Irish  Unitarian 
Christian  Society  to  their  brethren  in  America,"  was 
given  to  the  Public.  It  was  a  singularly  faithful  and  able 
document,  containing,  in  the  most  courteous  language,  the 
keenest  rebuke  for  the  fidelity  to  their  "  mission  of  silence,** 
which  the  Unitarians  had  displayed  on  the  subject  of  Slavery 
in  past  and  present  times.  It  expressed  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Irish  Brethren  at  the  "Protest  against  Slavery," 
of  which  we  spoke  in  our  last  Eeport,  and  their  hope  that 
they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  a  declaration  of  sentiments 
on  this  matter,  but  let  every  man  concerned  in  Slavery 
feel  that  he  was  indeed  "committing  the  greatest  possible 
robbery  and  the  greatest  possible  wrong."  This  Address  was 
prepared  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  ofiered  by  our  tried 
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friend,  Jabubs  Haughton,  expressive  of  pleasure  at  the  answer 
returned  to  the  Address  of  the  Unitarian  Clergy  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  by  the  American  brethren,  but  at  the  same  lime  of 
regret  that  no  answer  had  been  returned  to  an  Address  of  their 
own  forwarded  two  years  previously,  and  of  a  consequent  de- 
termination to  send  another  on  the  same  subject  this  year.  The 
plainness  of  speech  and  directness  of  expostulation  and  rebuke 
of  the  former  Address,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  animadversions 
of  the  Christian  Register  (the  Unitarian  organ)  upon  this,  were 
doubtless  the  reason  of  the  expressive  silence  of  which  the 
Resolution  and  Address  complains.  Whether  any  action  has 
been  taken  upon  it,  by  the  American  Unitarians,  or  any  of  them, 
we  have  not  heard. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
have  distinguished  themselves,  during  the  past  year,  by  carrying 
out  the  principles  of  their  toleration  of  Slaveholding,  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  their  intrepidity  and  consistency.  Having 
decided  formerly  that  the  question  of  the  admission  of  Slave- 
holders to  the  Mission  Churches  should  be  remitted  to  the 
missionaries  for  decision,  they  carried  out  the  same  principle  in 
relation  to  a  far  less  criminal  class  of  offenders  against  fimda* 
mental  morahty.  It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  neophytes 
at  some  of  the  Alission  Stations  were  indulged  by  their  spiritual 
fathers  in  the  luxury  of  a  plurality  of  wives,  some  "  troublesome," 
"meddlesome,"  "snarlish"  "enemies  of  the  Board,"  (as  they 
were  characterized  at  the  meeting)  sent  up  a  memorial  sug- 
gesting action  relative  to  this  slight  impropriety.  The  subject 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  which  no  less  a  personage  than 
Chancellor  Walwoeth,  of  New  York,  was  chairman,  which 
reported  that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  Board  to  take  action  in 
the  premises,  but  to  leave  the  question  to  be  settled  by  the 
missionaries  themselves !  This  report  created  a  long  debate,  in 
the  course  of  which,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tatloe,  the  head  of  New 
Haven  theology,  said  with  great  naivete,  that  " we"  that  is  the 
polygamy  party  of  the  Board,  "  have  as  good  a  right  to  ask  the 
Board  to  say  that  polygcmvy,  in  extreme  cases,  is  eight,  as  they 
ha»e  to  a^k  the  Board  to  say  that  it  is  weong  ! "  And  the  illus- 
trious head  of  the  Law  in  the  Empire  State,  he  who  sits  in  the 
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seat  of  Livingston  and  of  Kent,  suggested  that  in  case  of  ifie 
^ening  of  Turkey  to  the  Gospel,  where  polygamy  is  common,  the 
case  might  arise.  In  his  state  polygamy  was  felony,— 
THERE  IT  is  LAWFUL !  We  couM  fiot  dcctde  it, — the  cvrcuM' 
stances  of  the  case  mtcst  decide  it !  !  " 

This  Report  was  at  last  adopted  without  a  single  dissenting 
voice,  so  that  the  Board  has  now  "defined  its  position"  anew, 
and  decided  that  provided  a  sin  be  only  sufficiently  prevalent  to 
have  become  a  recognized  institution,  it  ceases  to  be  a  sin  and 
is  no  longer  any  bar  to  the  gates  of  Heaven,  or  to  the  privileges 
of  the  communion-table !  This  may  certainly  be  called  Chris- 
tianity  Made  Easy,  and  Momlity  Adapted  to  the  Level  of  the 
Meanest  Capacity !  We  would,  however,  suggest  to  this  august 
Representative  of  American  Piety  and  the  American  Char- 
acter, whether  an  impartial  recognition  of  all  the  Deadly  Sins, 
in  one  general  resolution,  would  not  greatly  simplify  and  facili- 
tate the  Conversion  of  the  World. 

We  need  scarcely  say,  at  this  period  of  our  existence,  that  we 
have  no  quarrel  with  the  American  Church,  as  a  Collection  of 
Sects,  or  with  any  of  the  Sects  of  which  it  is  made  up,  as  to 
their  rightful  existence,  as  to  their  controverted  doctrines,  or 
their  confiicting  disciplines.  We  take  the  Church  in  the  aggre- 
gate, and  each  of  its  parts  in  detail,  at  its  own  account  of  itself, 
and  ask  of  each  and  all  to  apply  the  same  machinery  of  rebuke 
and  of  discipline  to  Slavery — "the  sum  of  all  villanies,"  — 
that  they  do  to  any  of  the  single  sins  of  which  it  is  composed. 
We  came  to  the  Church,  in  the  beginning,  accepting  it  as  what 
it  professed  to  be,  a  divinely  established  institution  for  the  re- 
moval of  all  sin,  and  asked  it  to  help  us  in  the  removal  of  this 
aggregate  of  all  sins.  And  it  has  only  been  where  we  have 
found  her  the  ally,  instead  of  the  enemy,  of  Slavery,  that  we 
have  denounced — not  the  Church  of  Christ,  bat — the  Church 
of  America,  as  being,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  Dr.  Channing, 
**  a  synagogue  of  Satan !  *'  We  have  never  denied,  as  Aboli- 
tionists, that  the  true  Church  was  the  "  light  of  the  world,"  and 
'*  the  salt  of  the  earth."  We  have  only  affirmed  of  a  self-styled 
Church  which  gave  its  sanctions,  its  support  and  its  counte- 
nance to  Slavery,  that  it  was  a  light  which  was  utter  darkness, 
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and  salt  that  had  lost  its  savor,  fit  only  to  he  trampled  under 
foot  of  men.  This  is  the  head  and  front  of  our  infidelity,  —  of 
our  Anti- Church  and  Anti-Ministry  agitation !  If  this  be  infidel- 
ity, we  glory  in  the  name  of  infidels  !  We  shall  rejoice  with 
exceeding  joy,  if  the  American  Church  shall  ever  know  the 
things  that  pertain  to  her  peace,  in  this  regard,  and  employ  its 
yet  mighty,  though  shaken,  power  for  the  deliverance  of  the 
Nation  of  American  Heathen,  for  whose  misery,  degradation, 
ignorance  and  vice,  it  is,  in  the  sight  of  God  and  of  good  men, 
the  guiltiest  agent  Should  it  ever,  as  a  body,  or  in  any  of  its 
parts,  be  willing  to  purify  itself  of  its  heresy  against  humanity, 
and  to  exert  itself  for  the  promotion  of  practical  righteousness 
in  the  land,  they  will  ever  find  us  most  heartily  ready  to  wel- 
come, and  to  assist  its  regenerated  action. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  portion  of  our  Report  without  com- 
mending to  the  Society  the  tract  which  Mr.  Pillsburt  has  just 
prepared,  entitled  "  The  Church  as  it  is,  or,  the  Forlorn 
Hope  op  Slavery."  He  brings  down  the  pro-slavery  history 
of  the  Church  to  the  present  time,  from  the  point  where  it  was 
left  by  Mr.  Foster's  "  Brotherhood  of  Thieves."  We  trust  that 
it  will  receive,  what  it  deserves,  the  widest  circulatioiL 

0X7R   SPIRIT. 

The  bad  spirit  of  the  Abolitionists  has  always  been  a  main 
ground  of  complaint  against  them.  It  has,  from  the  beginning, 
been  made  the  excuse  of  the  cowardly  and  the  timeserving,  for 
not  joining  our  ranks,  or  doing  their  duty  out  of  them.  It  is  a 
charge  which  we  are  very  willing,  for  we  can  well  afibrd  it,  to 
let  take  care  of  itself  As  long  as  we  cannot  be  accused  of 
indifierence  to  the  wrongs  of  the  Slave  and  of  slothfulness  in 
bis  behalf,  as'  long  as  it  is  admitted  that  our  testimony  against 
Slavery  and  Pro- Slavery  is  loud  and  emphatic,  as  long  as  it  is 
not  pretended  that  we  are  influenced  by  any  personal  interest  or 
selfish  passion,  we  are  content  that  men  should  say  what  they 
like  of  our  spirit,  so  that  they  cannot  well  deny  our  works. 

Our  intolerance  has  ever  been  a  grievous  affliction  to  the 
church  and  to  the  world.    We  are  intolerant  to  the  Christian 
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Slaveholder,  to  the  pious  but  pro-slavery  minister  and  church- 
member,  to  the  statesmanlike  politician,  to  the  abolitionists  who 
do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  us,  in  all  matters  of  discipline  and 
doctrine.  All  these  things  grieve,  and  have  always  grieved,  the 
righteous  souls  of  the  multitudes  whose  business  it  is  to  watch 
over  our  spiritual  welfare,  and  to  prove  their  zeal  for  the  Slave, 
by  "  picking  holes  in  the  coats  "  of  his  friends.  To  all  this  afflic- 
tion of  our  neighbors  we  have  submitted  with  the  resignation  of 
martyrs.  Knowing,  ourselves,  what  spirit  we  were  of,  we  pos- 
sessed our  souls  in  patience,  believing  that  our  spirit  would  in 
due  time  be  justified  of  our  works. 

To  some  of  these  charges,  however,  we  are  not  ashamed  to 
plead  guilty.  We  are,  and  ever  have  been,  intolerant  towards 
Slavery,  for  it  is  a  thing  intolerable  and  not  to  be  endured ;  and 
by  Slavery  we  mean  Slaveholders,  without  whom  we  humbly 
conceive  that  Slavery  would  be  a  very  harmlesss  abstraction. 
Still  less  endurable  do  we  find  those  saintly  men  who  simoni- 
acally.try  to  sell  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  men-thieves,  for 
less  than  nothing ;  and  who  hold  that  a  man  may  make  mer- 
chandise, or  do  to  death,  the  Image  of  God  and  the  brothef  of 
Christ,  and  yet  be 

**  A  sad  good  Christian  at  his  heart !  '* 

Nor  is  our  charity  sufficient  to  cover  up  the  sins  of  the  illustrious 
Statesmen,  who  are  vying  with  each  other  in  the  servility  of 
their  obeisance  to  Slavery,  and  jostling  one  another  in  their 
eagerness  to  see  which  shall  first  put  his  foot  on  the  neck  of 
the  Slave,  that  he  may  vault  into  the  Chair  of  State. 

But  that  we  have  ever  rejected  the  proffered  hand  of  any 
honest  Abohtionist,  however  distinct  his  plan  of  action  may  be 
from  ours,  is  almost  too  absurd  a  charge  to  be  denied.  God 
knows  we  have  want  enough  of  help  not  to  accept  it,  come  frpm 
whatsoever  quarter  it  may.  Our  whole  history  shows  how 
eager  we  have  always  been  to  extract  An ti- Slavery  good  from 
everything  that  promised  to  yield  it;  and  the  most  serious  calam- 
ities the  cause  has  ever  encountered  has  been  from  the  over- 
trusting  confidence  of  Abolitionists  in  unworthy  and  dishonest 
pretenders  to  Anti- Slavery  grace.     Our  platform  is  wide  open 
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for  all  who  choose  to  come  upon  it;  but  of  those  who  come,  it 
is  for  us  to  say  whom  we  can  trust.  And  if  men  who  have 
once  robbed  and  slandered  us,  who  have  done  what  they  could 
to  cripple  the  Anti- Slavery  enterprise  and  to  make  Abolitionists 
infamous  by  calumnious  falsehoods  circulated  with  all  the  in- 
dustry and  all  the  art  of  malice,  whether  in  the  former  or  the 
latter  days,  or  men  who  have  aided,  abetted  or  comforted  them 
in  their  wickedness,  when  such  men  come  to  us  and  ask  us  for 
our  confidence  or  countenance,  they  must  pardon  us  if  we  ask 
them  first  to  show  us  that  they  deserve  it  by  proofs  of  re- 
pentance and  regeneration. 

And  when  such  men  complain  that  we  will  not  act  with  them 
because  toe  differ  from  them,  in  opinion  as  to  the  best  way  of 
conducting  the  cause,  they  know  that  it  is  not  their  opinions  bat 
their  characters^  not  their  creeds  but  their  conduct^  not  their 
thoughts  but  their  lives,  that  keeps  us  asunder.  Their  want  is 
not  a  want  of  theoretical  agreement  with  us,  but  of  a  sound 
morality,  of  a  regard  for  truth,  of  fideUty  to  sacred  trusts,  of 
pecuniary  honesty,  of  personal  honor.  And  this  separation 
exists  not  by  our  act  but  theirs,  for  our  platform  is  as  open  to 
them  as  to  ourselves,  if  they  can  endure  the  testimonies  they 
would  have  to  hear  proclaimed  from  it.  This  may  be  a  bad 
spirit,  but  it  has  answered  our  purpose  very  well  thus  far,  for 
want  of  a  better.  This  may  be  intolerance,  but  it  looks  to  us 
very  much  like  common  sense. 

OUR  PHILOSOPHY. 

The  Anti- Slavery  Idea,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  minds  of 
the  American  Abolitionists,  has  gradually  evolved  itself  from 
the  facts  of  a  long  and  difficult  experience.  When  we  first 
accepted  it  as  our  guide  in  the  great  work  we  had  undertaken, 
we  had  but  an  imperfect  revelation  of  its  form  and  stature  and 
we  dreamed  not  whither  it  would  lead  us.  But,  as  we  honestly 
followed  whithersoever  it  led  us,  nothing  heeding  the  conse- 
quences, it  gradually  developed  and  displayed  itself  in  the 
perfect  shape  that  now  accompanies  and  animates  us.  It  has 
conducted  us  up  to  heights  upon  which  we  had  never  expected 
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to  stand,  and  has  unrolled  prospects  before  our  eyes,  which  we 
•had  never  expected  to  see.  But  it  has  made  our  path  plain  and 
straight  before  us,  and  has  shown  us  that  it  is  the  only  one  that 
can  lead  us  to  oar  End. 

Our  Philosophy  is  not  one  hard  to  understand,  though  it  may 
be  difficult  to  receive.  It  is  simply  the  philosophy  of  personal 
separation  from  an  evil  which  we  wish  to  destroy.  Of  remov- 
ing our  upholding  hands  from  the  tottering  ruin  which  we  wish 
to  fall.  It  teaches  us  that  the  first  qualification  for  an  Aboli- 
tionist is  freedom  from  all  voluntary  connection  with  Slavery. 
That  he  should  be  like  Caesar's  wife,  "  amni  suspictone  major,** 
above  the  least  suspicion  of  the  guilt  of  supporting  it  Under 
the  guidance  of  this  philosophy  we  have  examined  the  insti- 
tutions, ecclesiastical  and  civil,  in  the  midst  of  which  we  live, 
and  where  we  have  found  the  sanctity  or  the  security  of  Slavery 
an  essential  part  of  them,  for  whose  comfort  and  protection  the 
blessings  of  the  one  and  the  bayonets  of  the  other  are  pledged, 
we  discerned  that  our  first  duty  was  to  come  out  from  them, 
and  to  refuse  to  participate  in  their  guilt,  as  an  essential  requi- 
site, not  merely  to  our  own  innocence,  but  to  their  reformation. 
We  perceived  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for 
example,  was  so  framed  and  contrived  as  to  make  Slavery  a 
permanent  institution,  as  long  as  the  Slaveowners  chose  to 
continue  it,  at  the  same  time,  giving  them  the  highest  of  human 
inducements  to  do  so,  by  investing  them  with  the  political 
control  of  the  nation,  in  virtue  of  their  ownership  in  human 
fiesh. 

Seeing,  as  we  did,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  Supreme  Law  of  the  Land,  we  could  not  help  -perceiving 
that  it  had  a  fixed  and  determinate  meaning,  ascertained  by  the 
usual  rules  of  the  interpretation  of  written  laws,  and  by  the 
decisions  of  the  tribunal  which  it  had  itself  constituted  its 
authentic  Expositor.  That  it  was  not  a  dogma  of  belief  which 
might  receive  such  gloss  as  the  caprice  or  the  conscience  of 
each  individual,  in  his  right  of  private  judgment,  might  be 
pleased  to  give  to  it ;  but  an  imperative  "  rule  of  civil  action," 
to  be  obeyed  according  to  its  judicially  ascertained  meaning,  by 
all  acknowledging  its  rightful  sway,  and  accepting  its  pohtical 
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privileges.  Such  being  the  binding  force  of  the  OonstitntioD, 
which  had  forbidden  the  suppression  of  the  Slaye-trade  for 
twenty  years,  and  did  not  enjoin  it  then ;  which  made  Slavery 
a  National  institution,  by  making  the  right  of  the  master  to  the 
slave,  sacred  from  State  legislation ;  which  placed  the  sceptre 
of  republican  absolutism  in  the  hands  of  the  Slavemasters,  by 
clothing  them  with  three-fifths  of  the  political  power,  rightfully 
belonging  to  their  slaves ;  and  which  pledged  the  physical  force 
of  the  whole  nation  for  the  protection  of  Slavery  against  a  right- 
eous Servile  Eevolution ;  in  the  presence  of  such  a  Constitution, 
we  plainly  saw  that  there  was  no  alternative  for  men  who  rever- 
enced the  obligation  of  promises  and  the  sanctity  of  oaths,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  who  hated  Slavery  and  loved  Liberty,  on  the 
other,  but  obedience  or  REVOLUTION.  We  have  made  our 
election.  We  have  renounced  our  allegiance  to  a  Government, 
which  we  could  not  support  without  sustaining  Slavery ;  and, 
believing  the  existing  Constitution  and  the  present  Union  of 
these  States,  to  be  incompatible  with  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, , 
we  have  devoted  ourselves  to  the  Abrogation  of  the  one  and  to 
the  Dissolution  of  the  other,  in  order  that  they  may  be  replaced 
by  a  purer  Constitution  and  a  more  perfect  Union,  which  shall 
indeed  "  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  Uberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

OUR  METHOD. 

Our  Method  is  identical  with  our  Philosophy.  The  one  is 
the  other  reduced  to  practice.  It  is  the  Life  of  our  Doctrine. 
It  consists  in  a  perpetual  testimony,  as  emphatic  and  extensive 
as  we  can  employ,  against  the  guilty  participation  of  the  Amer- 
ican People  in  the  crime  of  Slavery;  in  the  demonstration  of 
the  truth  that  it  can  never  be  abolished,  as  long  as  the  Union 
under  the  Constitution  makes  it  the  condition  of  the  political 
supremacy  of  the  Slaveholders ;  in  the  exhibition  of  the  horrors 
of  Slavery  which  that  Constitution  and  Union  have  frightfully 
extended  and  multiplied,  and  of  the  aimihilation  of  all  the  rights 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  States,  if  they  come  in* the  least 
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collision  with  it ;  in  appeals  to  the  reason,  consciences,  hearts 
and  interest  of  the  non-slaveholders,  to  make  them  feel  how 
delusive  is  the  Union  to  which  they  cUng,  —  how  impotent  for 
good,  how  omnipotent  for  evil,  —  that  they  may  rise  in  their 
strength  and  break  the  chain  which  binds  themselves  to  their 
degradation,  and  the  Slave  to  his  despair.  It  consists,  in  short, 
in  the  use  of  every  means  in  our  power  to  make  this  Consti- 
tution and  this  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  infamous  and 
abhorred  in  the  eyes  of  this  people,  and  of  the  nations  of  the 
world,  because  of  the  base,  mean  and  cowardly  element,  which, 
as  must  needs  be  in  all  compromises  of  good  with  evil,  has 
consumed  all  that  it  pretends  to  have  of  virtue  or  freedom ;  that 
so  it  may  vanish,  before  the  might  of  a  purified  public  sentiment, 
and  give  way  to  a  Republic,  which  shall  be  indeed  the  Model, 
instead  of  the  Warning,  of  the  world. 

We  are  well  aware  that  we  are  weak  as  the  world  esteems 
strength,  and  few  as  the  parties  count  numbers.  We  know  how 
inadequate  our  philosophy  and  our  method  seems,  in  the  com- 
mon eye,  to  our  end.  But  we  know,  too,  that  it  was  the  same 
philosophy  and  the  same  method,  which,  in  other  countries  and 
in  other  times,  have  overthrown  mightiest  monarchies,  unseat- 
ed historic  dynasties,  made  altar  and  throne  come  to  the  ground, 
changed  fundamental  constitutions  of  government,  which  seem- 
ed as  enduring  as  the  firm-set  earth,  moulded  them  afresh  and 
breathed  into  them  a  new  vitality.  Forms  of  Government,  of 
whatsoever  name,  are  but  the  projections  of  ideas  existing  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  that  submit  to  them.  Change  but  the 
ideas  and  the  symbolic  sign  is  changed,  as  the  shadow  shifts 
with  the  varying  shape  of  the  substance  that  projects  it.  The 
most  absolute  despot  on  earth  enjoys  his  sway  only  by  virtue  of 
the  opinions  of  his  subjects.  It  is  therefore  that  a  new  idea  is 
the  most  fearful  of  portents  to  tyrants  everywhere. 


•  with  fear  of  change 


Perplexing  monarchs !  " 

Trace  the  history  of  the  greatest  modem  revolutions  and  it  will 
be  found  to  be  but  the  development  of  an  idea  at  first  despised 
and  rejected,  but  gradually  drawing  minds  into  itself,  until  it 
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governs  men  and  controls  events  with  more  than  regal  sway. 
It  seemed  a  weak  and  ridiculous  folly  to  the  courtiers  of  Eliza- 
beth, and  perhaps  to  Cecil  and  Walsingham,  themselves,  when 
clergymen  renounced  their  cures,  and  with  their  followers  sub- 
mitted to  poverty,  persecution,  torture,  imprisonment  and  exile, 
that  they  might  be  faithful  to  the  test  of  that  age,  in  which  was 
wrapped  up  the  germs  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.     But  in  less 
than  a  century  triumphant  Puritanism  had  trampled  crown  and 
mitre  in  the  dust,  and  seated  the  Brewer  of  Huntingdon  upon 
the  throne  of  the  Stuarts.     And  in  less  than  a  generation  after, 
the  same  spirit,  victorious  over  the  apparent  reaction  of  the 
Restoration,  banished  the  last  of  its  ancient  kings  forever,  and 
gave  to  England  a  limited  and  constitutional  monarchy.     The 
convocation  of  the  States  General  did  not  create,  it  only  de- 
veloped, the  new  ideas  which  informed  the  French  Revolution 
with  the  might  which  not  only  toppled  down  the  dynasty  of  the 
Capets,  but  shook  every  throne  in  Europe.     It  was  from  the 
closets  of  the  philosophers  and  encyclopedists  that  they  were 
originally  sent    forth  conquering  and   to  conquer.     Our  own 
Revolution  dates,  not  from  Lexington,  or  from  the  passage  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  but  from  the  days  of  the  Emigration,  and  from 
the  yet  remoter  time  of  early  Puritanism,  when  those  ideas  were 
bom,  which,  nurtured  by  the  hardships  of  their  exile,  confirmed 
by  their  controversies  with  the  colonial  government,  at  last  grew 
up  to  the  stature  and  to  the  strength  of  Independence. 

Fortified  by  the  lessons  of  history,  and  instructed  by  our  own 
experienoe,  we  shall  continue  to  do  what  we  may  to  change  the 
character  of  that  despotic  thought,  that  sovereign  will,  of  which 
all  our  present  institutions  are  but  the  outward  manifestations. 
Slavery  exists  and  rules  the  destinies  of  the  American  People, 
because  they  love  to  have  it  so.  It  seems  to  them  to  be  a  state 
of  things  which  is  for  their  advantage,  and  their  heart  is  hard- 
ened to  the  cry  of  the  poor.  It  is  our  business  to  give  them 
no  peace  in  their  wickedness,  to  set  their  sins  forever  in  order 
before  them,  to  demonstrate  to  them  the  folly  of  their  crimes. 
When  the  necessary  Revolution  in  the  mind  of  the  People  is 
completed,  that  in  the  institutions  of  the  country  will  follow,  as 
the  day  the  night 
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How  soon  this  change  will  come  to  pass,  we  cannot  foresee. 
We  know  that  Revolutions,  though  they  never  go  backwards, 
yet  move  slowly  in  their  small  beginnings.  But  we  have 
learned  to  wait.  Having  dedicated  the  best  of  our  days  to  the 
promotion  of  this  reformation,  we  are  willing  to  devote  the 
remainder  to  its  service.  Every  great  achievement  is  the  accu- 
mulated result  of  the  labors  of  single  days.  To  seize  each  day 
as  it  hurries  past  us,  and  extort  from  it  its  appointed  work  and 
crowning  blessing,  is  our  duty  and  our  reward.  Nor  can  we 
define  the  precise  shape  wliich  the  changing  mood  of  the  general 
mind  will  take,  when  it  is  ready  to  embody  itself  in  deeds.  We 
see,  already,  the  effect  of  our  agitation  in  the  altered  tone  of 
feeling  and  of  speech,  as  to  the  sacredness  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union.  We  have  disenchanted  the  mind  of  the  people, 
in  a  good  measure,  as  to  the  divinity  of  their  parchment  idol. 
We  have  taught  men  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  Union.  The 
idea  that  loyalty  and  allegiance  are  its  due  is  fast  becoming 
ridiculous  and  contemptible.  It  is  beginning  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  matter  of  business,  a  partnership  in  trade  ;  and  multitudes 
who  walk  not  with  us,  have  been  taught  by  their  own  experi- 
ence, to  curse  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  as  a  delusion  and 
a  snare.  It  is  because  it  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare  that  we  war 
with  it  We  have  no  quarrel  with  the  Constitution,  because  it 
is  the  basis  of  a  confederated  Union  of  States ;  but  only  because 
we  see  in  it  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  between  those 
States  for  the  perpetuation  of  Slavery,  and,  consequently,  the 
greatest  of  obstacles  to  its  abolition,  as  long  as  its  obligations 
are  in  force.  It  is  not  the  Constitution,  nor  the  Union,  any  more 
than  it  is  the  Church,  that  Abolitionists  desire  to  destroy ;  but 
only  the  National  Crime  which  has  made  them  its  citadel  and 
its  sanctuary. 

But  though  we  cannot  foresee  the  exact  time,  nor  the  precise 
way,  in  which  American  Slavery  will  be  abolished,  we  know 
that  its  doom  is  sealed,  for  we  believe  that  God  is  just  All  the 
signs  of  the  times,  even  those  which  are  hailed  as  most  auspi- 
cious to  its  life,  are  ominous  of  its  destruction.  It  is  only  a 
question  of  time  and  of  instruments.  The  Abolition  of  Slavery 
we  recognize  as  the  great  task  assigned  to  this  generation,  in 
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this  country.  We  accept  it  as  our  appointed  work,  and  are 
grateful  that  we  are  permitted  to  assist  in  the  evolution  of  this 
magnificent  event  We  can  discern  nothing  in  the  questions 
that  divide  the  parties  and  the  sects  that  approaches,  in  endur- 
ing interest  and  in  grandeur  of  results,  to  this  great  problem  of 
human  condition.  It  is  the  only  event,  of  our  contemporary 
history,  whose  influences  will  reach  to  the  remotest  generations, 
and  will  be  a  source  of  daily  gratitude  to  countless  millions, 
until  the  end  of  timje.  Let  us  be  duly  sensible  of  the  dignity 
and  of  the  responsibility  of  the  duty,  however  humble,  that  we 
have  undertaken  in  this  great  work.  Never  was  a  nobler  task 
assigned  to  man.  One  that  is  more  blessed  in  its  efiects  upon 
those  engaging  in  it,  or  upon  those  whose  deliverance  from 
degradation  and  despair,  is  its  object  The  scorn  of  the  world, 
the  anathema  of  the  church,  the  sacrifice  of  the  vulgar  objects 
of  ambition,  may  be  well  endured  for  the  promotion  of  a  cause, 
in  the  issues  of  which  are  involved  the  deliverance  of  the  Slave, 
the  redemption  of  the  country,  and  the  progress  of  the  race. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the   Massachusetts  Anti- Slavery 
Society,  from  January  1,  1846,  to  January  1,  1847, 

By  Balance  transferred  from  last  year's  account, |S296  66 

"  Cash  received  of  Francis  Jacluon,  from  proceeds  of  Massachusetts  Annual  Fair,  3,SG3  11 

**    ■*         *'         &rB.  MflJih,  foi  offlciTtnt*- **^**^,* * 173  75 

"    **          "         fffJin  pTO«tdMiif  HiiraJ  Fftir^  at  lieUJiEun, *,,,..,.-,...*,*  417  34 

"    "         *<         from  CollMtiotw  niide  nt  AununJ  MwUng,  -  *  -  * ....,...,...-,  3R9  OS 

**    *-         **        hfmx  Donnliofiii  and  i^oHecttoDn  of  ^ociftiet  and  Individaalfl,  wi 

publbiJied  moRthly  In  tbe  m}«ni9rf * **■■'  1^1  90 

Ttotfll, , S^^iS  01 


The  DUbursEffient^  ik/ting  tiw  same  pcriofl  hiwe  been  asfuSuwf : 

JidA,  per  order  of  Ute  Board,  fWim  pntceedEi  nf  the  Fair,  fbr  adveittjUJiti:  In  ttte 

LibemiDr,  fnr  ten  yenrUt  ►-*■**- *■- *-- * #200  00 

**     Ixninf  Moody,  fctr  Jtis  mt^icea  nnd  qipenj>ee  ju  Geneml  Ag^tit  for  t^'i^Ive^  UiOriUi  f^'^  97 

**    Per  oMtr  dftlie  BiKrd^  to  Uie  TrpkLhuri^r  of  tli^  American  .'^ntl-SUTei^  8<k.^  3,31X1  €U 

**    For  [n-Iulinf  Fmadry  PptftJc^nF,  Pled^v?» «nd  D1II«t  •  - > > * ..,,..-.,*.*...*..  n  50 

<*    ForifipfnwHofFiioeu!]  Ilolli    --^ , ff?  00 

*•    For  Uio  OK <^ Tremont  Tenijile^  for  Annud  Meeting,  ....,,.,,.....,..* 112  00 

"    For  Pupei,  und  Filnting ^JCO  enipleii  of  AnnimJ  Iteport^  *^** .*...,,....  87  2& 

"    For  Office  rent,  M  No.  S5  Conihi II,    ■- 347  50 

**    Parker  f Uli^bury ^  Cor  fall  iervke-s as  AgtnL, ..,.,..........,...*.*,  133  ||7 

**    C L.  ReuiJviidf  Ibr  his  servicfis as  Aft nt,- * *.. ^ .....»., * ^.,,  {H  50 

**    TIjoina* T. a'tone,  forbla**rvlcefi(m  Afent,"**-  ■,.*,..*--♦■  .,.►♦.-♦ ITS  81 

**     UUiCount  IPO  oacurreiiL  bUl,  -.,►*.,  + ^ ,,«,,  ^ ,.,,  *  ^  «■  h,  i,  **».<<.  ^  <> « ^ 

"    G*  B. SlohtjEiui,  for  Wj  nervier  dj  A^enL,  ..*,.  ..^. *..*.*..  .^*....^.* h *  75  66 

"    Ctuirfi?!!  C.  Siiriel|£^ti^  fbr  hJii*tryicM  M  Agent,  ■  «.-*.".*.*-  -. *- 135  01 

**    Dr*  HndAcin^  fl)r  bl«  Berrir* h  oa  A|[en(,  »...»»*»■.»»♦-»■♦*♦.♦*♦.-*--,.>.*♦,-..  lOS  00 

**    FofUiig  BHlN  and  Advenwina*  ^ »»»-..  ^ , *.*...** 7  U 

**    Will  iain  White*!*  pxpcnuc!* !«  Princ  ptcnOt  • '  " *...<rt. *,*.r. ..*,..  S  00 

**    Wm.  L,  Rnrrisoo'si  eJipeoi!C44  to  New  Bedford, '  *  ■  ■  * *..,.** 3  00 

"    fiiuitirr  bills  or  eipeiueii  of  D«dluun  Riim]  ¥*\Xj  onaiued  by  tbe  CoQLDi{tt«e,  ■  ■  ■  10  38 

Total,- **..-.< , »5,0O3  9J 

Leavifif  a  tabmce  in  tlw  TtwwiTy  en  l«t  «f  January,  1&17,  of  ■  »■  * ,»....  |SI9  10 

BAMUEL  FOnJSaiCK,  Tasajukbi. 


AU01TOE^3  CERTCFICATK. 

Boff^Tr,  Jad^  it;  l&lTp^I  bavfi  exniii^fiid  tbQ  abaifv  accidunl,  and  Andtlie  ifosas  correctly 
^  nd  ini^perly  vouched  ;  the  balance  in  Imndf  of  tbe  Trvudurer  b^lnit  ekht  hundred  fony> 
ilM  dolkd  lAd  Eea  treats.  fDM  VHB  S  ACKSOK . 
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APPENDIX. 


FIFTEENTH  ANNDAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
AiNTUSLAVERV  SOCIETY. 

The  Fpft<^f*uih  Annmil  Me**liog  of  ibe  MAsaACtfusETTS  Attti- 
Slavrcf  HotrjKTT  WiiH  Jield  in  FaueuJl  HiiU,  on  WeclneBday,  Jaik  27, 
1847,  rom  mental  tig  wt  10  o-(*lock,  A,  M,  Tire  meeliiig  w«8  called  to 
order  «iV  Feajvcis  Jacjesqn,  Pn^pJdetrf  of  ihe  Boci<?ty, 

On  niot'ioii  of  31r*  Eye4¥tlt  o^  Priiicofon,  a  BustnesH  Committee  of 
seven  wus  fippomted  In  Uje  Pre.i(Uent»  The  lb  I  lowing  pejf^oDs  were 
ctioseo:  — Willi  AM  Lloyh  Garrison,  WnNueLi*  Phillips,  Wm,  H, 
Chan^jnq,  Abbf  K.  Fqbtkr,  Adiji  Baluqu^  Mari4  W.  CaAF»Afr,aDd 
JiHfis  N*  Bu^runu 

On  moitOLi  of  Mr*  Qohrcy*  tbe  following  persons  were  np  pom  ted  bj 
the  Pres'deot  To  i Ojjort  a  list  of  Officers  of  1  be  Society  for  the  **jiHuiiig 
yeutt — EoMUflO  QoiNCTt  ^AiitrEL  Mat,  Jr,,  DAfriEi.  JtiCKETSo.%  Dr. 

FARFSWOdTilj  L0Ri5G   MOODT,  JOJIN    M,  FiSKE,  und  Jonw    T.  fllLTON, 

Oo  njoiioQ  of  J.  M.  Spean  llje  fo  I  lowing  persons  were  appointed  by 
tbe  Presideot  a  Coajniittee  on  RoU  and  FiDance:  —  LoitrNe  Mooi>r, 
and  Cor^fJELnifl  BdAWflALL. 

Ou  nioljon  of  E.  QuineVjtbe  President  ap}>omted  DAffiKLKicK^TSOK 
aod  ELf'ZA  J,  Kennet,  Secreturiea  of  tbe  Meeting-. 

On  moijon  of  D.  Rieket^on,  the  Report  of  the  Secj^tary  of  the  Soci- 
ety, Mr*  EL  Qt?iNcr,  wqb  taken  up  and  rend,  and  listoned  to  with  much 
aiton^ion, 

Mi%  MoHen  then  made  n  few  remarks,  in  dbsent  from  thnl  portion  of 
the  flepoil  which  implicated  the  Coimtitution  of  tlie  United  States,  in  the 
support  of  Slavery,  and  moved  tfjnt  sucb  part  of  the  Report  shonld  be 
stricken  out;  but  his  motion  being  out  of  order^  no  net  ion  was  taken 
upon  it. 

Stephen  S.  Foster  then  moved,  that  all  persons  who  shonld  be  present 
at  the  meetings  l7e  invited  to  participate  in  the  discnssionii)  —  and  ad- 
lire^^eed  the  meeting  at  »ome  length. 

The  following  resolutions,  prepared  by  Wendell  Phillrpa,  were  then 
read  to  the  meeting  by  Edmund  Quincy: 

ifeao^ucf/,  That,  recognizing  in  George  N»  Brjgg3,  either  a  narmw- 
tninded  or  a  willing  tool  of  a  corrupt  Action,  we  can  only  regm'd  m 
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enemies  to  the  Slave  and  to  Human  Freedom,  the  party  which,  with 
loud  and  useless,  because  disbelieved,  Anti-Slavery  professions  on  their 
lips,  have  o^in,  at  this  crisis,  elevated  to  oflSce  this  man,  not  only  utter- 
ly unequal  to  the  place  and  the  occasion,  but  perjured  by  his  own  show- 
ing, and  a  traitor  to  his  own  principles. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  so  called  war  with  Mexico, we  can  see  nothing  but 
a  foray  of  pirates  and  kidnappers,  and  tliat  the  nation,  which  wages  it, 
should  be  considered  the  enemy  of  the  human  race,  and  deserves  the 
deep  curse  of  every  lover  of  right  and  of  human  hberty. 

Resolved,  That  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Jury  of  Suffolk  County,  at  two 
successive  sessions,  refused  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  against  either 
John  H.  Pearson  or  James  W  Hannum,  for  the  infamous  outrage  of 
kidnapping  a  colored  man  in  our  streets,  —  a  crime  of  which  they  were 
both  shameless  enough  publicly  to  boast,  —  is  melancholy  proof  of  the 
disastrous  influence  of  both  the  pulpit  and  the  press  on  the  pubUc  mind, 
and  conclusive  and  sufficient  evidence  of  all  the  charges  we  have  ever 
brought  against  our  countrymen,  either  in  Church  or  State. 

Resolved,  That  we  hail,  with  sincere  thankfulness,  the  continued  evi- 
dence of  the  deep  and  abiding  influence  of  our  distinguished  friend, 
Wm.  Llotd  Garrison's  late  visit  to  England,  rejoicing  that  he  was  per- 
mitted to  take  once  more  by  the  hand,  our  beloved  pioneer,  Thomas 
Clarkson,  and  to  hear  from  his  own  lips,  the  assurance  of  his  deep  in- 
terest in,  and  cordial  approbation  of,  our  pledged  purpose,  to  seek  for 
the  J)issolution  of  this  Union,  as  the  readiest  and  most  effectual  method 
of  striking  off  the  fetters  of  the  Slave. 

WEDNESDAY   AFTERNOON. 

James  N.  Buffum  in  the  chair.  The  resolutions  offered  this  moming, 
by  Mr.  Quincy,  were  again  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  placed  before  the 
meeting  for  discussion. 

Remarks  from  Stephen  S.  Foster  and  Lunsford  Lane. 

The  foUowing  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Edmund  Quincy :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  this  Society,  in  instituting  a  movement  for  tlie  purpose  of  asking 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  People  to  take 
measures  for  a  peaceable  secession  from  the  Union ;  and  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  do  our  utmost  to  make  that  demand  loud  and  imperative, 
and  to  continue  to  repeat  it,  until  it  shall  be  heard  and  obeyed, 

Loring  Moody,  of  the  Committee  on  Roll  and  Finance,  then  stated  to 
the  meeting,  that  the  Committee  would  call  upon  them  to  contribute  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  meetings. 

Remarks  from  Hon.  Seth  Sprague  of  Duxbury,  Addison  Davis,  Loring 
Moody,  James  N.  Buffum,  Edwin  Thompson,  and  Thomas  Willis  of 
Canada. 
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EVEiniVO  SESSION. 

Francis  Jackson  in  the  chair.  The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Quincy, 
this  afternoon,  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  discussed  by  Dr.  Grandin 
of  Boston,  and  Addison  Davis  of  Ljmn. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered  by  Itlr.  Garrison,  and  ad- 
vocated by  him  at  some  length : 

Resolved,  That  of  all  classes  in  this  country,  to  whom  the  three  millions 
of  our  enslaved  and  chattelized  countrymen  have  a  right  confidently  to 
look  for  sympathy,  aid,  and  complete  deliverance  from  their  horrible 
servitude,  the  working-men  of  the  North  constitute  that  class ;  and  so 
long  as  they  stand  aloof  from  the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise,  they  will  not 
only  be  guilty  of  manufacturing  yokes  for  the  necks,  and  fetters  for  the 
limbs,  of  the  Southern  Slave  population,  but  will  fail  in  all  their  efforts 
to  remove  those  burdens  and  monopolies,  under  which  they  themselves 
are  groaning. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  to  know,  that  the  working-men  of  the  Old 
World,  burdened  and  crushed  as  they  are,  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
anti-slavery  movement  of- this  country, — regarding  its  success  as  of 
paramount  importance,  and  seeing  in  the  existence  of  Slavery  in  this 
boasted  Republic,  the  mightiest  obstacle  to  their  own  deliverance  from 
oppression  and  bondage. 

The  discussion  of  the  above  resolutions  was  Continued  by  Messrs. 
Buffum,  Parkman,  Innis,  Trask,  and  Clure,  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  Melodeon,  on  Thursday  morning,  at  10  1-2  o'clock. 

THURSDAT  —  HORNING  SESSION. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  10  1-2  o'clock  by  Francis  Jackson,  at  the 
Melodeon. 

The  Treasurer  being  absent,  the  Chairman  read  his  Annual  Report 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Seth  Sprague,  of  Duxbury,  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  Receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  from  Jan.  1,  1846,  to  Jan  1,  1847,  were  $5,852,01;  Disburse- 
ments, $5,002,91.    Leaving  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  $849,10. 

Remarks  from  Stephen  S.  Foster,  Wendell  Phillips,  and  J.  T.  Everett 
of  Princeton. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Wendell  Phillips : — 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  cannot  view  with  approbation,  the  pro- 
posal of  some  devoted  friends  of  the  slave,  to  test  the  number  and 
stimulate  the  zeal  of  the  friends  of  Disunion,  by  urging  them  to  repair, 
as  do  others,  to  the  ballot-box,  and  deposite  their  votes  for  such  men  as 
will  never  take  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States ;  con- 
sidering the  experiment  as  too  hazardous — the  line  to  be  di*awn  between 
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those  who  vote  generally,  and  those  who  vote  for  such  a  purpose,  too 
delicate  for  general  observation  —  and  liable  to  render  less  distinct, 
emphatic  and  intelligible,  our  protest  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  attention  of  tlie  meeting  was  culled  to  the  Anli-Slavery  League, 
formed  by  our  friends  in  Great  Britain,  by  Loring  Moody,  and  James 
N.  Bufium. 

On  motion  of  Stephen  S.  Foster,  the  rnsolulion  before  the  meeting, 
offered  by  Mr.  Phillips,  was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  followed  by  re- 
mai-ks  from  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Orvis. 

On  motion  of  Wendell  Phillips,  a  commiltee  was  ap|)ointed  by  the 
chair,  to  collect  funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  agents  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  The  following  gentlemen  were  selected  by  the  chairman  to 
form  such  committee,  and  accepted  by  the  meeting: — 

Loring  Moody,  Cliailes  F.  Hovey,  James  N.  Buffum,  Joshua  T. 
Everett,  Addison  Davis. 

Remarks  from  S.  S.  Foi<ter,  John  Orvi.s,  Josiah  Hay  ward,  Edwio 
Thompson,  G.  W.  Stacy,  W.  Jenkins,  Mellen,  and  S.  May. 

The  following  resolution  wue^  then  offered  by  Wendell  Phillips: 

ffhereaSj  It  is  unequal,  that  those  who  come  up  to  our  annual  meet- 
ing should  bear  the  burden  of  the  vanous  contnbutions  to  the  cause ; 

Resolved,  That  waurge  earnestly  on  the  abolilionisis  of  each  town  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  assemble  immediately,  and  raise,  or  take  meas- 
ures for  raising,  as  large  a  sum  as  possible,  and  remit  tbe  same  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society,  for  the  purposes  of  llie  cause;  and  we  charge 
it  on  the  consience  of  each  individual  to  see  that  this  plan  is  adopted  in 
his  own  town. 

On  motion  of  S.  S.  Foster,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Phillips,  in  relation 
to  abstaining  from  the  ballot-box,  was  called  up,  and  discussed  by 
Messrs.  Foster,  Davis  and  Phillips.    Adjourned  to  half  past  2,  P.  M. 

TBDRSDAT  —  AFTERN005  SESSION. 

Francis  Jackson  in  the  chair.  The  discussion  rontinued  upon  the 
resolution  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  by  Dr. 
Grandin,  Loring  Moody,  Parker  Pillsbury,  Wm.  A.  White,  John  A. 
Innis,  and  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison.    Adjourned. 

THURSDAY  —  EVENING  SESSION. 

Francis  Jackson  in  the  chair.  The  resolution  under  consideration  at 
the  close  of  the  afVemoon  session,  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  taken 
up  for  consideration.  Remarks  from  Samuel  Adams  of  Boston,  Wm. 
L.  Garrison,  Edmund  Quincy,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  and  Parker  Pillsbury. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  Faneuil  Hall,  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o*clock, 
A.M. 
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FRIDAY — ^MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Society  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  at  10  o'clock, —  Francis  Jack- 
son in  the  chair.  The  meeting  opened  with  an  anti-slavery  song  from 
the  friends  of  the  cause. 

Mr.  Garrison  moved  that  we  adjourn,  finally,  this  aflernoon  ;  which 
was  adopted  by  the  meeting.  S.  S.  Foster  moved  that  the  hour  of  12  M., 
be  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscribers  to  the  anti-slavery 
papers. 

On  motion  of  J.  N.  Bufium,  the  Finance  Committee  were  instructed 
to  adopt  some  method  for  procuring  funds  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Garrison,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  one  before  the  meeting  on  the  same  subject : 

Whereas,  This  country  is  now  engaged  in  an  aggressive  war  upon 
Mexico,  having  for  its  express  object  the  conquest  of  a  large  portion  of 
that  republic,  in  order  to  annex  it  to  the  United  States,  that  the  accursed 
system  of  slavery  may  thereby  be  extended  and  perpetuated ;  and, 

WhtnaSy  This  is  the  consequence  of  the  perfidious  and  unconstitu- 
tional annexation  of  Texas  to  this  country,  and,  aside  from  its  horrible 
purpose,  was  commenced  in  violation  of  even  the  forms  of  constitu- 
tional law;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  all  who  participate  in  this  war,  or  who  give  it  any 
countenance,  are  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  traitors  to  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man  ;  that  no  request  or  order  of  tlie  Executive  for  aid  in 
its  prosecution,  either  by  voting  supplies,  or  enlisting  in  the  military 
service,  ought  to  be  complied  with  by  Congress  or  tlie  people ;  that  the 
American  troops,  now  occupying  Mexican  soil,  ought  instantly  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  full  reparation  made  to  Mexico  for  all  the  outrages  and 
sufierings  that  have  been  ruthlesjsly  inflicted  upon  her  by  this  guilty 
nation. 

This  resolution  was  advocated  by  Jonathan  Walker,  Rev.  Thomas  T. 
Stone  of  Salem,  and  Parker  Pillsbury,  and  adopted. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  to  take 
measures  for  obtaining  subscribers  for  the  anti-slavery  papers,  was 
taken  up,  and  advocated  by  S.  S.  and  A.  K.  Foster. 

A  number  of  new  subscribers  were  obtained  for  the  Liberator. 

On  motion  of  £.  Quincy,  the  vote  passed,  that  we  adjourn  at  the 
close  of  the  afternoon  session,  was  reconsidered,  afier  spirited  remarks 
Gcom  Garrison,  Phillips,  Foster,  Bufifum,  Channing,  and  Taylor. 

Mr.  Garrison  moved,  that  the  Society  instruct  the  Board  of  Managers 
never  to  pay  any  bill  that  may  be  presented  to  the  Society,  for  damages 
done  to  Faneuil  Hall,  while  holding  our  meetings.  The  question  being 
called  for,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  for  reconsideration  nega- 
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tived  —  31  to  30.  It  was  then  moved  by  E.  Quincy,  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  we  remain  in  session  till  the  business  of  the  meeting  be 
concluded. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Garrison,  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  war,  being 
before  the  meeting,  was  discussed  by  John  A.  Innis,  of  Salem,  who, 
though  repeatedly  called  to  order,  fectiously  continued  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  meeting  with  his  rambling  and  abusive  remarks. 

Mr.  Quincy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers, 
reported  a  list  of  officers,  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  was  unanimously 
accepted.  * 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  reported  the  subject  of  a 
plan  for  raising  funds  for  the  support  of  agents  of  this  society  during  the 
current  year,  submitted  the  following  Report : 

That,  in  order  to  secure  a  greater  amount  of  co-operation  and  ef- 
ficiency, the  Abolitionists  of  eveiy  town  in  the  State  be  urged  forthwith 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  Slave,  in  their  respective  towns, 
and  make  choice  of  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  of  their  number, 
to  act  as  a  financial  agent  in  each  town,  the  present  year,  whose  duty 
will  be  to  thoroughly  canvass  the  town,  and  collect  as  large  an  amount 
of  money  as  possible,  for  the  Agency  Fund,  to  be  forwarded,  fi-om  time 
to  time,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society.  That  the  sevei-ul  Town  Com- 
mittees be  requested  to  keep  up  a  fi-equent  correspondence  with  the 
Board  of  Managers  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  informed 
of  their  success,  and  seeking  such  advice  and  encouragement  as  they 
may  need.  Also,  that  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Society  appoint  one 
or  more  of  the  most  tried  and  faithful  fi-iends  of  the  cause,  in  each 
county  of  the  State,  where  it  may  be  thought  expedient,  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  several  Town  Committees,  to  urge  them  to  a  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duty  to  the  Slave,  in  this  particular ;  and,  also,  by 
fi'equent  correspondence,  to  keep  the  Board  of  Managers  informed  of 
the'u*  movements  and  success. 

The  following  resolutions  were  tiien  offered  by  Mr.  Garrison,  and 
adopted  by  the  Society : 

Whereas,  Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  the  venerable 
and  world-honored  CLARKSON  has  been  called  fit)m  his  earthly 
conflict  with  the  enemies  of  a  deeply  wronged  and  imbruted  race,  to  the 
society  and  companionship  of  prophets,  apostles,  martyrs  and  saints,  in 
**  another  and  a  better  world," — therefore, 

Resolvedy  That  we  desire  to  unite  with  the  fi'iends  of  fi^edom  and 
humanity,  universally,  in  bestowing  a  fervent  benediction  upon  the 
memory  of  that  great  and  good  man,  and  in  holding  up  his  example  as 
worthy  of  all  honor  and  imitation ;  that  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his 
fiimily,  in  view  of  their  great  bereavement ;  and  that,  by  his  loss,  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


95 


hope  to  derive  a  fredh  stimulus  in  prosecutiug  the  noble  cause  to  which 
he  devoted  his  long  and  valuable  life. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Edward  S.  Abdt,  of  England,  the 
anti-slavery  cause  throughout  the  world  has  lost  one  of  its  most  clear- 
sighted and  uncompromising  friends,  one  of  its  most  out-spoken  and 
unfaltering  advocates ;  one  who  deserves  to  be  remembered  with  special 
honor  and  applause  by  Americfui  Abolitionists,  as  among  the  very  few 
English  tourists  and  sojourners  in  this  country,  who,  while  on  our  soil, 
have  had  the  moral  courage  to  avow  themselves  the  friends  of  the  fet- 
tered slave,  and  of  his  persecuted  adyocates,  and  to  express  their  ab- 
horrence of  slaveholders  and  all  their  abettors. 

Resolved,  That  the  slave  has  lost  a  firm  and  devoted  friend  —  our 
cause,  an  earnest  and  self-sacrificing  supporter  —  and  the  cause  of  all 
progress,  an  enlightened  friend  —  in  the  death  of  our  lamented  coad- 
jutor, Henrt  Chapbian,  of  Boston.  May  youth,  in  the  vigor  of  its  life, 
equal  his  age,  in  readiness  to  welcome  the  new  idea,  and  devotedness  in 
reducing  it  to  practice ! 

Resolved,  That  among  tlie  cheering  events  which  have  transpired 
during  the  past  year,  we  hail  the  formation  of  the  Anti-Slavery  League 
in  London,  at  the  head  of  which  is  our  eloquent  and  honored  coadjutor, 
George  Thompson,  as  among  the  most  auspicious  to  our  cause ;  and 
we  call  upon  all  the  friends  of  freedom  in  this  country  to  enrol  their 
names  as  members  of  the  League,  and  thus  assist  in  the  promotion  of  its 
sublime  and  beneficent  purpose, — the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout 
the  world. 

Wendell  Phillips  oflfered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  hails,  with  cordial  delight,  the  eminently 
successful  labors  of  our  friends  Wright,  Douglass  and  Bufiiim,  in  Great 
Britain,  in  behalf  of  the  slave  —  rejoicing  that  the  last  has  returned,  at 
length,  to  cheer  us  with  his  presence,  and  to  give  us  his  efficient  and 
devoted  aid  at  home— commending  the  others  to  the  confidence  and  co- 
operation of  the  friends  of  humanity  abroad  —  and  rendering  to  all  the 
deep  thanks  of  the  slave. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  abundant  evidence,  which  every  day 
affords  us,  of  the  successful  and  triumphant  progress  of  the  friends  of 
the  American  Society  at  the  West,  glad  that  so  extensive  and  important 
a  post  is  garrisoned  by  so  watchful  and  faithful  a  band:  —  we  are 
cheered  by  this  brightening  of  the  bonds  which  bind  the  anti-slavery 
host  together,  and  by  the  proof,  that  though  political  power  is  leaving 
the  East,  though  the  sceptre  is  departing  from  Judah,  we  may  rest 
satisfied  that  hearts,  equally  faithful,  are  watching  the  ark  of  the  slave's 
safety,  and  will  see  to  it  that  his  cause  receives  no  barm  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi. 
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Retolved,  That  we  pledge,  for  New  England,  to  Ohio,  not  only  our 
hearty  sympathy,  but  our  most  efficient  aid  and  support,  in  covering 
with  anti-slavery  machinery  the  vast  field  she  has  in  charge.  *  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  unparallelled  success  of  the  ^'  Bugle  ^  gives  us 
fresh  confidence  in  the  anti-slavery  zeal  of  our  Western  friends,  and 
proves  them  keenly  alive,  not  only  to  the  general  interests  of  the  cause, 
but  to  the  specific  measures  which  can  alone  insure  its  continued 
progress  and  final  triumph. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Daniel  Ricketson,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  adopted :  — 

Resolved,  That  while  we  recognize  the  justness  of  the  English 
journals,  in  their  severe  rebukes  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  war,  now  waging  by  this  Government  against  Mexico ; 
as  remonstrants  fix>m  the  first  movement  in  this  wicked  invasion,  toe 
plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge  brought  against  this  nation,  and  heartily 
sympathize  in  the  spirit  of  indignation,  which  the  position  of  our  country 
is  calculated  to  inspire  in  every  humane  and  high-minded  person  of  this 
and  other  lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  accusation  is  false,  as  beard  from  pro-slavery  lips, 
that  the  philanthropists  of  Great  Britain,  heedless  of  the  sufiering  poor 
in  their  own  land,  are  wasting  their  sympathy  upon  the  American 
slave ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  the  foremost  and  most  untiring  in 
their  efiforts  and  sacrifices  for  the  amelioration  of  human  sufifeiing  at 
home. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Gar- 
rison, and  adopted :  — 

fVhereas,  This  Society,  having  been  apprised,  during  its  sessions,  of 
the  conditions  on  which  the  occupancy  of  this  hall  was  granted  by  the 
city  authorities — namely,  that  those  who  engaged  the  hall  must  be  held 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  any  constabulary  force  that  may  be  in 
attendance,  whether  requested  to  be  present  or  otherwise,  and  also  of 
any  damage  that  may  be  done  to  the  hall  by  mobocratic  violence  — 
conditions  which  are  manifestly  unreasonable  and  unjust,  which  vir- 
tually deny  all  legal  protection  to  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights,  and  which  are  a  direct  invitation  to  the  mob  to  gratify 
any  vindictive  feelings  which  they  may  wish  to  indulge  —  therefore. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  indicate  its  unwillingness  to  countenance 
the  tyrannous  act  of  the  city  authorities  of  Boston,  in  regard  to  the  use 
of  this  hall,  this  Society  decline  occupying  it  during  the  remainder  of 
the  time  for  which  it  has  been  granted. 
The  Society  then  adjourne(|. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Presideni. 
Daniel  Ricketson,  )  cl,^^,.^. 
Eliza  J.  Kenney,^^^^**^*^- 
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Foe  the  sixteenth  time  the  Board  of  Mauagers  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Anfi-  Slavery  Socle ty^  as  the  servants  of  the  AboU- 
tionisls  and  of  the  Slaves,  present  themselves  before  their 
constituents  to  give  an  account  of  the  general  aspects  of  the 
Cause,  as  well  as  of  their  own  labors  in  its  behalf,  tUiring  the 
year  which  is  just  elapsed  While  we  justly  regard  the  office 
witli  which  ynn  bn^B  invf^stfiil  ns,  ns  the  depositaries  of  your 
Anti*  Slavery  confidence,  of  which  this  is  a  i>ortion  of  the  duties, 
the  moat  highly  honorable  and  the  most  truly  responsible  that 
we  could  hold  in  this  country ^  we  are  deeply  aware  of  the 
disproportion  of  the  means  placed  in  our  hands  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  results  at  which  we  aim  ;  and  we  are,  yearly, 
more  and  more  oppressed  with  the  sense  of  the  difficulty  of  com- 
pressing within  the  moderate  limits  at  our  command  the  multitu- 
dinous topics  which  throng  upon  our  memories,  when  we  cast  a 
glatice  at  the  procession  of  events  which  make  up  the  last  yeai^s 
history.  Every  year  does  the  task  which  you  have  imposed 
upon  us,  of  paroling  the  tracks  oi  Slavery  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  State,  and  of  pointing  out  the  effects  of  its  open  crimes 
and  of  its  hidden  iniquities,  become  more  and  more  difficult. 
And  this,  not  from  the  poverty,  but  from  the  abundance,  of  our 
materials.  Slavery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  our  national 
history,  has  been  the  controlling  and  governing  principle  of  our 
political  and  ecclesiastical  affairs,  in  proportion  as  its  disguises 
have  been  stripped  from  it,  has  become  only  the  more  desperate  in 
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its  audacity,  the  more  ravenous  in  its  greed,  the  more  insolent 
in  its  despotism.  It  has  been  ever  Omnipotent  and  Omnipres- 
ent ;  bat  every  succeeding  year  multiplies  the  manifestations  of 
its  presence  and  its  power.  It  is  with  but  a  small  portion  of 
this  vast  subject  that  we  can  pretend  to  grapple  on  this  occasion. 


THB   CONQUEST   OF   MEXICO. 

The  last  year  has  been  full  of  events.  The  prophecies  of  the 
Abolitionists,  derided,  as  they  have  always  been  when  uttered, 
as  fantastic  and  visionary,  are  in  a  course  of  rapid  fulfilment 
It  is  but  three  or  four  years  ago  that  our  assertions  as  to  the 
designs  of  the  South  upon  Texas,  and  our  predictions  of  her 
certain  success,  were  treated  as  the  fanatic  dreams  of  hot- 
headed enthusiasts.  But  Texas  has  been  for  more  than  two 
years  a  recognized  member  of  our  sisterhood  of  States.  We, 
then,  announced  the  purpose  of  our  Slaveholding  Administra- 
tion to  create  a  war  with  Mexico.  The  annunciation  was 
scouted  as  absurd  and  impossible.  But  it  is  nearly  two  years 
since  its  accomphshment  began.  And  when  we  further  indi- 
cated, that  not  merGly  the  pnrtition.  hut  the  acquisition,  of 
Mexico  herself  was  the  ultimate  purpose  of  the  Dominant 
Power,  it  was  received  as  an  extravagant  ebullition  of  disap- 
pointment and  passion.  And  yet  this  proposition  is  gravely 
maintained  by  presses  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  among 
others  by  the  National  Era,  the  metrppolitan  organ  of  the  late 
Third  Political  Party,  and  has  been  embodied  in  the  form  of 
Besolutions  offered  for  the  action  of  Congress.  So  rapid, 
indeed,  is  the  progress  of  events  under  the  control  of  the  Slave 
Power,  since  it  has  been  relieved  of  all  apprehensions  of  effec- 
tual Northern  resistance  to '  its  designs,  that  Prophecy  can 
scarcely  keep  its  precedence  of  History,  but  events  sweep  past 
almost  before  their  advent  can  be  discerned. 

Since  we  last  appeared  before  you  the  bloody  battle  of 
Buena  Vista  has  been  fought ;  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  has  been 
besieged  and  taken ;  General  Scott  has  fought  his  way  to  the 
Capital  of  Mexico  and  is  now  in  undisputed  possession  of  it 
The  Mexican  armies  are,  to  all  appearance,  dispersed.  Hie 
Mexican  Republic,  if  not  conquered,  seems  at  least  to  have 
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exhausted  her  means  of  defence.  We  have  gained  by  these  tri- 
umphs an  enormous  public  debt,  a  great  loss  of  life,  an  immense 
increase  of  Executive  patronage,  and  the  prospect  of  a  vast 
acquisition  of  territory  suitable  for  the  extension  of  Slavery. 
The  purposes  of  the  War  were  sufficiently  indicated  by  the 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Trist,  the  itinerant  Commissioner,  who 
accompanied  Greneral  Scott,  which  forbade  him  from  making 
any  treaty  which  did  not  concede  the  province  of  New  Mexico 
to  the  United  States.  It  was  upon  the  refusal  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  assent  to  this  extortionate  demand  that  broke  off 
the  negotiations,  and  was  followed  by  the  hostilities  which 
terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  City.  What  terms  will  be 
finally  extorted  from  the  Mexican  Government,  when  one  can 
be  found,  in  the  present  distracted  state  of  that  nation,  to  treat 
with,  remains  to  be  seen.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
they  will  be  more  favorable  to  the  defeated  party  than  those 
demanded  before  the  victory  was  certain. 

The  armed  occupation  of  Santa  Fe  and  the  Califomias  has 
been  maintained,  *without  serious  resistance,  during  all  this 
time ;  so  that  the  United  States  are  virtually  in  possession  of 
the  whole  Mexican  territory,  out  of  which  we  are  to  choose  the 
portions  which  will  best  make  us  amends  for  the  trouble  we 
have  been  at  in  helping  ourselves  to  them.  Mr.  Trist,  indeed, 
was  willing  to  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  the  demands  of  the 
Mexican  Commissioners  so  far  as  not  to  insist  upon  the  cession 
of  the  Califomias,  they  being  unsuitable  to  the  object  for  which 
the  war  was  waged ;  and  had  the  Mexicans  been  willing  to 
yield  the  territory  which  Slavery  coveted,  peace  might  have 
been  made  on  the  easy  terms  of  sacrificing  the  possible  interests 
of  the  Free  States  in  the  fruits  of  the  Conquest  But  the 
negotiations  being  broken  off*  upon  this  issue,  the  whole  of 
Mexico,  from  sea  to  sea,  lies  at  the  mercy  of  our  warriors  and 
diplomatists.  The  game  is  a  sufficiently  obvious  one.  The 
North  is  to  be  quieted  with  the  sop  of  the  Califomias,  or  as 
much  of  them  as  can  be  obtained  without  endangering  the 
more  important  objects  of  the  treaty,  while  the  South  seizes 
upon  New  Mexico  to  gorge  the  insatiate  maw  of  Slavery.  As 
the  half  of  barren  Oregon  was  granted  to  still  the  clamore  of 
the  Free  States  when  the  Slave  States  demanded  all  fertile 
1* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


b  KBPORT. 

Texas  in  which  to  expand  themselves,  so  the  half  or  the  whole 
of  sterile  California  may  be  granted  to  the  vassals  as  the  price 
of  silence  and  consent  to  the  wealthier  rapine  of  their  lords. 

In  the  meantime,  this  marauding  incursion  into  the  domains 
of  our  neighbor,  whose  only  sin  against  us  was  that  the  "  daily 
beauty  of  her  life,"  as  far  as  the  treatment  of  her  colored  popu- 
lation is  concerned,  did  "  make  us  ugly,"  and  that  she  had  broad 
lands  that  we  coveted  for  abominable  uses,  has  excited  no  wide- 
spread and  deep-felt  abhorrence  in  the  mind  of  this  religious 
nation.  Here  and  there  a  press,  and  now  and  then  a  pulpit, 
has  spoken  in  fit  terms  of  denunciation  and  indignant  rebuke  of 
this  public  wickedness.  Demonstrations  on  the  part  of  portions 
of  the  political  parlies  have  been  made  upon  this  point,  which 
shall  be  noticed  in  another  place.  But  few  and  faint  have  been 
the  words  of  earnest  remonstrance  when  compared  with  the 
shouts  of  triumph  with  which  our  infamous  successes  have 
been  hailed  by  the  one  party,  and  the  expressive  silence  in 
which  the  other  h«is  mused  their  praise.  The  guilty  submis- 
sion of  the  North  to  the  Annexation  of  Texas  is  abready  pro- 
ducing the  first  fruits  of  the  harvest  of  that  craven  sowing. 
The  desperate  South  set  its  fate  upon  the  hazard  of  that  die. 
The  North  vapored  and  blustered  and  talked  great  swelling 
words  of  its  resistance,  even  unto  Disunion,  to  that  political 
Revolution.  The  South  saw  that  the  permanence,  indeed  the 
existence,  of  the  element  by  which  it  governed  its  white  as  well 
its  black  slaves,  depended  on  the  accomplishment  of  that  Rev- 
olution, and  it  took  the  risk.  It  triumphed  and  set  its  heel 
more  firmly  than  ever  upon  the  neck  of  the  servile  and  crouch- 
ing North.  Even  the  faint  show  of  opposition  which  was  made 
to  that  crime,  was  manliness  and  resolution  itself  compared 
with  the  feebleness  of  the  resistance  that  is  opposed  to  these 
instant  and  impending  enormities.  None  of  sufficient  moment 
to  avert,  or  to  delay,  the  indefinite  extension  of  Slave  territory, 
is  to  be  hoped  for.  The  rallying  moment  was  lost,  the  hosts  of 
Slavery  swept  over  us,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  any- 
thing but  the  doom  of  the  conquered.  Our  only  hope  lies  in 
the  very  extravagances  of  the  tyrant.  There  is  a  possibility, 
though  a  remote  one,  that  the  North  may  yet  be  spumed  and 
scourged  into  a  vindication  of  its  rights.     That  Slaveholding 
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insolence  may  yet  create  a,  soiil  under  the  ribs  of  its  moral 
death,  and  recall  the  spirit  which  has  been  fled  almost  since 
the  Revolution.  The  excesses  of  the  Slave  Power,  therefore, 
cannot  be  excessive;  for  they  exist  only  by  our  crime,  and 
continue  but  by  our  cowardice.  If  they  do  not  point  out  to  us 
oar  Kemedy,  they  are  at  least  our  fitting  Punishment 

WILMOT    PROVISO. 

In  oiur  last  Report  we  gave  an  account  of  the  Proviso  to  the 
Resolution  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  to  be  employed 
by  the  President  in  purchasing  a  peace  with  Mexico,  moved  by 
Mr.  Wilmot  of-  Pennsylvania,  at  the  close  of  the  first  sessfon  of 
the  last  Congress,  to  the  effect  that  "  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude,  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part  of  any  territory  to 
be  acquired  from  Mexico,  except  for  crime;"  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  action  of  the  Senate  was  prevented,  after  it  had 
passed  the  House,  by  Mr.  Senator  Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 
speaking  against  time,  until  the  hour  fixed  for  adjournment 
arrived.  A  proviso  to  the  same  effect  was  appended  to  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  to  use  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
same  purpose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  Eang,  of  New  York, 
and  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  115  to  105.  In  the  Senate, 
however,  the  proviso  was  struck  out  by  a  majority  of  teriy  and, 
upon  the  resolution  being  returned  to  the  House,  the  proviso 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  97  to  102,  and  it  was  then  passed  without 
the  amendment  by  a  vote  of  1 15  to  82 !  So  supple  and  sub- 
servient are  the  faithful  Commons  of  this  Republic  to  the 
authentic  will  of  the  House  of  Slaveholders !  Since  that  time, 
this  proviso  has  furnished  the  chief  nucleus  for  the  opposition 
to  the  war  and  its  objects,  to  the  more  independent  spirits  of 
both  parlies.  The  outrage  upon  the  Constitution  committed  in 
the  Annexation  of  Texas,  following  at  itsdue  interval  upon  those 
of  the  Annexation  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  having  been  sub- 
mitted to,  the  point  seems  to  be  granted,  on  all  hands,  that  any 
quantity  of  territory  may  be  united  lo  these  States,  and  all  that 
is-  left  to  the  Free  States  is  to  make  a  stand,  of  necessity  an 
unavailing  one,  against  the  permission  of  Slavery  in  such  new 
acquisitions. 
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This  very  shape  which  the  political  hostility  to  Slavery  has 
found  itself  compelled  to  take,  is  one  of  the  strongest  testi- 
monies to  the  supremacy  of  that  Power  over  us.  It  has  tram- 
pled under  foot  all  Coustitutional  guarantees  which  stood  iu  the 
way  of  its  designs,  while  it  enforces  them  upon  us,  in  their 
straitest  interpretation,  to  prevent  our  interference  with  those 
purposes.  And  having  conceded  the  thing  demanded,  our  Anti- 
Slavery  Politicians  would  moke  amends  for  their  folly  by  seeking 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  victor  that  it  shall  not  be  used  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  sought  and  won.  A  pregnant 
proof  that  there  can  be  no  effective  resistance  made  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  Slave -power  except  by  men  who  regard 
the  Union  as  the  great  political  bulwark  of  Slavery,  and  who 
are  ready  to  level  it  with  the  dust  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  destruction  of  that  enemy  of  mankind,  and  to  the  vindication 
of  their  own  rights.  We  can  but  hope  that  the  daily  develop- 
ments of  our  history  may  at  last  make  the  Anti- Slavery  portions 
of  all  parties  discern  that  there  is  no  Exodus  for  them  out  of 
the  slavish  bondage  in  wliich  they  live  as  their  brother^s 
keepers,  excepting  over  the  ruins  of  the  existing  Union  and 
Constitution. 

The  whole  history  of  the  United  States,  since  it  was  gathered 
into  a  nation,  has  been  a  continual  witness  to  the  truth  that 
there  can  be  no  genuine  Union  between  Good  and  Evil,  be- 
tween Liberty  and  Slavery.  There  never  has  been  a  Unioti  of 
these  States.  A  Coalition  there  has  been;  and  its  fate  has 
been  that  of  every  coalition  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
made,  between  a  good  principle  and  a  bad  one,  since  the  world 
began.  The  Bad  has  predominated  over  the  Good.  The 
victory  has  been,  as  it  should  have  been,  to  the  Evil  Element 
of  the  attempted  Compromise. 

The  only  history,  worthy  the  name,  that  we  have  in  this 
oountry,  is  the  narrative  of  the  various  devices  of  the  North  to 
escape  the  jaws  of  Slavery,  without  taking  her  head  out  of  its 
mouth.  Attempts,  more  or  less  vigorous,  have  been  made,  at 
various  periods,  to  put  the  monster  on  short  allowance,  but  they 
have  always  failed  And  they  must  always  fail  as  long  as  they 
are  made  in  subordination  to  the  agreement  which  gives  Slavery 
the  power  to  help  itself     The  resistance  which  was  made  to 
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the  Purchase,  and  afterwards  to  the  Admission,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Missouri  contest,  and  the  Texas  struggle,  were  conspicuous 
attempts  of  this  nature.  And  splendid  failures  they. were,  all 
of  them.  The  present  phase  of  this  spirit  of  resistance  to  the 
aggressions  of  Slavery  is  seen  in  what  is  called  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  which  emhodies  the  principle,  that  whatev^  Territory 
is  acquired  by  the  present  war  shall  be  Free  Territory.  A  large 
part  of  the  Whig,  and  a  proportion  of  the  Democratic,  presses 
make  a  stand  upon  this  ground.  Resolutions  to  this  eflect  pass- 
ed the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  unanimously,  and  have 
also  passed  the  Legislatures  of  various  other  Northern  States, 
Democratic  as  well  as  Whig.  But  this  efibrt  will  be  as  futile 
as  any  of  its  predecessors.  After  the  vaporing  about  the  An- 
nexation of  Texas,  and  the  smoke  in  which  it  ended.  Slavery 
will  be  indeed  a  fool  (and  that  it  has  never  been  in  its  genera- 
tion) if  it  be  deterred  by  these  demonstrations  from  doing 
what  it  likes. 

Hopes  have  been  entertained  that  the  Democratic  Party  at 
the  North,  would  rally  round  this  principle  at  the  next  Election 
for  President,  and  put  Silas  Wright,  as  its  incarnation,  in  the 
Chair  of  5^t5)tp  Rnt  thi5<  hope,  faint  as  it  should  have  been, 
has  been  dispelled  by  the  sudden  death  of  that  Statesman ;  and 
all  the  other  prominent  Northern  aspirants  for  the  place,  will  be 
ready  enough  to  repudiate  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  only  support 
which  can  give  them  a  chance  of  a  nomination,  much  more  of 
an  election.  The  South  has  taken  its  ground  firmly  and  de- 
cidedly, and  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  maintaining  it  successihlly. 
Its  vantage  is  too  great  for  defeat  If  it  want  the  whole  conti- 
nent to  Cape  Horn,  it  can  have  it  for  all  the  resistance  the 
North  will  make.  The  heart  of  the  North  must  be  renewed 
before  it  will  be  ready  to  make  any  effectual  head  against  the 
irruptions  of  the  Slave  Power.  And  that  will  not  be  before  the 
next  Election.  Of  which  circumstance  the  Democrats,  at  least, 
are  well  aware. 

And  how  stands  it  with  the  Whigs?  The  undivided  front 
which  they  seemed  at  one  time  to  present,  under  this  standard, 
is  already  broken.  Southern  Machiavelism  has  already  made 
a  crack,  which,  by  due  pains,  may  be  widened  into  a  split 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Berrien  of  Georgia,  a  pious  Slaveholder,  and  one 
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of  the  officers  of  ihe  Bible  Society  and  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M., 
if  we  are  not  much  mistaken,  has  suggested  the  change  of  the 
issue  from  *•  No  more  Slave  Territory,"  to  "  No  more  Territory." 

Mr.  Schouier,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  who,  before  he 
was  translated  to  a  metropolitan  See,  gave  some  signs  of  Anti- 
Slavery  vitality  and  sagacity,  falls  in  with  this  suggestion,  and 
is  followed  by  a  portion,  not  large  as  yet,  of  the  Northern  Whig 
Press.  Mr.  Berrien  is,  plainly,  a  knowing  man.  He  is  no 
unwortliy  pupil  of  the  great  Compromiser,  Clay,  to  whom  that 
same  Atlas  judged  Boston  would  give  as  warm  a  welcome  as 
she  did  to  Lafayette !  He  takes  a  proposition  that  has  a  vital 
principle  in  it,  and  after  squeezing  ils  life  out,  offers  its  breath- 
less corpse  to  his  Whig  brethren  as  a  much  more  efficient  leader 
than  when  it  was  alive !  And  he  is  taken  at  his  word  by  a 
portion,  which  we  prophesy  will  be  an  increasing  portion,  of  the 
Whig  Party.  No  more  Territory  !  No  more  than  what?  Than 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  or  the  Nueces,  or  the  City  of  Mexico?  A 
Dissolving  Frontier  like  ours  knows  no  such  thing  as  New 
Territory.  All  that  we  want  was  ours  from  the  Creation  of  the 
World. 

A  little  later  Mr.  Buchanan  takes  the  Democrats  in  hand,  and 
kindly  helps  them  out  of  their  quandary.  *'  Northern  Democrats 
are  not  to  be  expected  to  approve  of  Slavery  in  the  abstract," 
it  seems !  This  is  a  great,  and  rather  a  startling  concession. 
But  then,  the  Constitution,  Compromises,  Compacts,  and  all  the 
rest  of  it,  make  it  plain  that  they  are  expected  to  approve  of  all 
Slavery  does  in  the  concrete.  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  course,  cannot 
be  opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  Territory,  nor  even  of  Slave 
Territory.  But  he  is  not  in  favor  of  nothing  but  Slave  Terri- 
tory. O,  no !  He  is  for  applying  the  Missouri  Compromise  to 
whatever  we  help  ourselves  to,  and  excluding  Slavery  from  all 
north  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes  I  Or  in  plain  terms,  he 
would  prohibit  Slavery  wherever  it  is  physically  impossible  that 
it  should  exist !  And  the  Northern  Democrats  jump  joyfully  to 
the  same  conclusion,  and  all  their  perplexities  are  at  an  end ! 

But  it  is  all  mere  beating  the  air,  even  if  the  Whigs,  or 
Democrats,  or  both,  at  the  North,  were  of  one  mind  as  to  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  What  could  they  do  even  to  procure  its  adop- 
tion?    Suppose  Mr.  Corwin,  who  seems  the  present  Whig 
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representative  of  the  Wilmot  idea,  to  be  elected  President, 
what  could  he  do,  or  they  that  chose  him  do?  Could  they  say 
to  Slavery,  **  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed "  ?  There,  in  the  Senate,  will  sii  that  iron 
majority  of  Slaveholders,  who  will  mock  at  all  their  impotent 
struggles.  The  example  of  Mr.  Berrien  shows  that  the  Whigs 
cannot  depend  on  the  Southern  division  of  their  party,  in  a  case 
where  the  interests  of  Slavery  are  at  stake.  The  Proviso  can 
never  become  a  law,  and  it  will  be  distinctly  intimated  that  no 
man  that  maintains  it  can  expect  confirmation  for  any  office,  at 
the  hands  of  the  Senate.  The  way  of  escape  which  Mr.  Ber- 
rien has  opened  will  be  made  as  broad  as  the  Way  that  leadeth 
to  Destruction,  and  many  there  will  be  that  will  walk  therein. 
The  history  of  the  Proviso,  last  winter,  is  an  antetype  of  what 
is  in  store  for  it.  Passed  by  a  Democratic  House,  it  was,  as 
soon  as  the  will  of  the  Senate  was  expressed,  crushed  by  the 
very  men  who  had  just  voted  for  it. 

We  hope  that  the  better  part  of  the  Whig  Party,  and  of  the 
Democratic  Party,  too,  will  do  stout  battle  for  the  principle  of 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  because  we  believe  that  if  anything  can 
show  them  the  only  effectual  Deliverance,  it  will  be  the  expe- 
rience they  are  about  to  have.  They  will  find  that  if  they  can 
succeed  in  tying  this  millstone  about  the  neck  of  a  Presidential 
Candidate,  it  will  carry  him  to  the  bottom  with  a  most  "  com- 
foriable  alacrity  at  sinking."  They  will  find  that  there  is  not 
strength  enough  left  to  the  people  of  the  Free  States,  even  if 
they  were  united,  to  a  man,  to  resist  the  determined  purpose  of 
the  Slave  Power.  They  will  learn  the  might  of  a  compact, 
intelligent  Oligarchy  over  incongruous  masses,  be  they  never  so 
massive.  They  will  discover  that  to  attempt  to  destroy,  or  to 
limit,  Slavery  under  the  Constitution,  is  as  vain  and  absurd  as 
to  fight  in  fetters.  From  all  this  experience,  and  more,  we  trust 
they  will  come  to  see  that  the  only  way  to  be  free  from  the 
despotism  of  the  Slaveholders,  themselves,  and  to  put  them- 
selves into  a  position  to  give  effectual  aid  to  the  Slaves,  is  to 
Dissolve  the  Union  ! 

It  may  look  hard,  but  it  is  much  easier  than  to.  carry  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  For  the  one  can  be  done  by  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  States,  or  of  a  portion  of  them ; 
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while  the  other  cannot,  though  they  were  all  united  as  one  man. 
When  the  Anti- Slavery  Whigs  and  Democrats  will  unite  in 
demanding  a  Reconstruction  of  the  Government ;  in  proclaim- 
ing the  Dissolution  of  the  present  Confederation,  and  the  for- 
mation of  a  New  Union  that  shall  be  such  indeed ;  when  they 
shall  put  forth  their  strength  against,  instead  of  under,  the 
present  Constitution;  when  they  shall  meet,  not  in  partizan 
Conventions,  but  in  Conventions  to  prepare  the  People  for  a 
Revolution,  or  to  carry  that  Revolution  into  efiect ;  then  they 
will  begin  to  exert  some  independent  political  influence,  and  to 
produce  an  eflect  on  public  afiairs.  They  can  then  help  to 
create  a  Republic  in  which  the  will  of  the  People  will  be  law, 
and  not  the  caprice  of  a  small  aristocracy,  their  natural  ene- 
mies, above  their  reach  and  beyond  their  control.  A  Repubhc, 
in  which  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  political  success  without 
personal  dishonor;  in  which  a  career  may  be  opened  to  men  of 
honor  and  self-respect  as  well  as  to  turn-coats  and  parasites. 
In  short,  a  Commonwealth,  the  very  opposite  of  everything 
that  this  spurious  Repubhc  is,  and  the  realization  of  everything 
that  it  pretends  to  be. 

CONGRESS. 

The  action  on  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  in  its  new  form,  was  all 
that  we  have  time  to  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
Congress,  although  the  able  speeches  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  of  Mr. 
Corwin,  as  expositions  of  the  Pro- Slavery  and  the  Anti- Slavery 
points  of  view,  in  looking  at  the  facts  and  the  possibilities  of 
Slave-Extension,  might  well  demand  a  passing  word.  The 
speech  of  Mr.  Corwin  in  particular,  was  a  masterly  eflbrt,  which 
placed  him  in  conspicuous  position  before  the  country,  akin  to 
that  which  he  occupies  with  his  own  State,  and  opened  to  him 
a  way  to  public  confidence  and  national  distinction.  It  need 
not  be  said  that  whatever  was  demanded  to  carry  on  our  free- 
booting  campaigns  in  Mexico  was  readily,  though  not  unani- 
mously, dispensed  by  the  guardians  of  the  pubUc  purse. 

The  opening  of  the  present  Congress  was  marked  by  an 
extraordinary  event  in  our  Federal  annals.  For  the  fourth  time, 
since  Congress  was,  a  Speaker  has  been  chosen  from  New 
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England.  There  being  a  small  Whig  majority,  this  became  an 
object  of  ambition  to  the  aspirants  of  that  party.  For  some 
reason  the  Southern  Whigs  consented  to  the  nomination  of  a 
Northern  man,  only  stipulating  that  his  principles  should  bear 
the  Southern  brand.  Though  but  a  small  minority  of  the  party, 
still  they  might  have  had  a  candidate  of  their  own  section  of 
country,  had  they  held  out  to  the  compromising  point.  They 
were  satisfied,  however,  with  having  one  of  their  own  selection ; 
and,  in  choosing  Mr.  Winthrop,  they  elected  one  who  had  given 
them  pledges  of  the  truth  of  his  allegiance.  His  toast  given  in 
the  Cradle  of  Liberty,  declaring  that  he  would  go  for  the 
"  Union  however  bounded ; "  his  vote  for  the  War  Bill,  with  its 
lying  preamble;  his  unwillingness  to  have  the  Whig  Party 
committed  to  the  support  of  none  but  a  consistent  enemy  of 
Slavery ;  his  open  defence  of  his  pubhc  conduct  in  these  re- 
spects, all  pointed  to  him  as  one  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  our 
Southern  Masters.  But  this  delightful  unanimity  on  the  part 
of  Southern  and  Northern  Whigs  was  well-nigh  brought  to 
nothing  by  the  contumacy  of  two  members  of  the  party. 
Thrice  was  the  vole  taken,  and  twice  was  it  defeated  by  the 
votes  of  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  and  of  Mr.  Palfrey,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. And  Mr.  Winthrop' s  election  was  finally  only  secured 
by  the  vole  of  Mr.  Levin,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  "  Native  Ameri- 
can "  member,  and  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Holmes,  a  Nulli- 
fying Unionist,  from  South  Carolina. 

This  latter  gentleman  in  a  letter  to  the  Charleston  Mercury 
explaining  his  course,  says  plainly,  "  The  Southern  Whigs 
nominated  Mr.  Winthrop  in  caucus,  in  opposition  to  a  majority 
of  the  Northern  Whigs,  —  because  he  had  been  successful  in 
defeating  the  Wilmot  Proviso  in  the  Massachusetts  Whig  Con- 
vention !  "  And  he  proceeds  to  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Winthrop 
had  "  properly  constituted  the  Committees,"  excluding  Messrs. 
Palfrey,  Giddings,  and  Tuck  from  the  important  ones  I  " 

This  act  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Giddings  and  Mr.  Palfrey  was  in 
the  highest  degree  honorable  to  them,  inasmuch  as  it  showed 
that  they  believed  in  obligations  superior  to  those  of  party  ties, 
and  were  ready  to  obey  them,  though  at  the  cost  of  party  de- 
nunciation. The  excitement  which  was  produced  by  this  act 
of  insubordination,  particularly  with  regard  to  Mr.  Palfrey,  and 
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in  his  own  State,  was  intense.  This  gentleman,  who  is  hon- 
orably known  to  the  abolitionists  and  to  the  country,  by  his 
manumission  of  his  hereditary  slaves,  by  his  activity  in  the 
Anti- Texas  campaign,  and  by  his  able  papers  on  "  The  Slave 
Power,"  appeared  in  Congress  for  the  first  time,  and  this  was 
his  first  act.  It  was  bad  in  itself  It  was  worse  as  a  prognostic 
of  what  might  remain  behind.  The  Pro- Slavery  Whigs  of  his 
District,  and  of  the  neighboring  metropolis,  who  had  done  their 
best  to  prevent  his  election,  by  refusing  to  support  him,  though 
the  regular  candidate,  were  full  of  wrath  because  he  dared,  in 
a  case  where  he  believed  his  own  consistency  and  honor,  and 
the  best  interests  of  his  constituents  to  be  concerned,  to  imitate 
their  example.  His  conduct,  however,  has  received  the  un- 
qualified approval  of  those  whose  approbation  he  would  esteem 
an  honor,  and  we  believe  will  meet  with  the  sanction  of  his 
constituents,  should  he  ever  again  appear  at  their  tribimal.  He 
has  auspicated  his  political  career  by  an  act  of  manhood,  singu- 
lar in  this  time-serving  generation,  and  we  believe  that  his 
public  conduct  will  be  worthy  of  the  augury  that  has  marked  its 
opening. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  Senate,  has  developed  the  policy  of  the 
wiser  sort  of  the  Slaveholding  Interest,  in  a  resolution  to  the 
following  efiect:  "  That  to  conquer  Mexico ,  and  to  hold  it  either 
as  a  province,  or  to  incorporate  it  into  the  Union,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  avowed  object  foi' which  the  war  has  been 
prosecuted ;  a  departure  from  the  settled  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment;  in  conflict  with  its  character  and  genius ;  and,  in  the  end, 
subversive  of  our  free  (!)  and  popular  (I)  institutions." 

But  then  he  goes  for  taking  "  a  defensive  line  that  shall  cover 
a/m^le  territory  for  indemnity  !  "  And  this  is  to  be  the  compro- 
mise, probably,  on  which  the  North  will  at  last  agree  with  her 
masters.  A  compromise  by  which  the  South  is  to  be  secured 
in  the  present  possession  of  all  she  wants,  with  the  moral  and 
political  certainty  of  having  all  the  rest  for  the  asking ! 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  events  affecting,  or  affected  by,  Slavery  and.  Anti- Sla- 
very in  this  State,  though  not  perhaps  so  marked  as  in  some 
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former  years,  are  not  unworthy  of  record.  Her  position  is  cer- 
tainly not  much  changed  for  the  better  since  the  last  year.  She 
has  again  uttered  her  Resolves  against  Slavery  and  the  War, 
and  has  again  given  nearly  all  her  votes  for  Governor  Briggs, 
who  ent  the  Massachusetts  volunteers  to  fight  in  the  one  the 
battles  of  the  other,  and  for  General  Gushing  who  led  them  to 
the  field,  as  the  practical  embodiment  of  her  resolving  spirit  Not 
long  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  Mr.  Hayden,  Chairman 
of  the  Special  Committee  on  Slavery  and  the  Mexican  War  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  presented  a  series  of  resolutions 
against  Slavery  and  Slave-extension,  which  were  sufficiently 
general  and  tame  to  secure  a  unanimous  passage.  This  action 
it  was  thought  would  satisfy  the  importunity  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
demands  at  home,  without  dissatisfying  the  Pro- Slavery  de- 
mands abr  )ad.  But  the  Committee  was  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment Mr.  Keyes,  of  Dedham,  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 
finding  that  this  Committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was 
resolute  not  to  take  any  decided  ground  against  the  Mexican 
War,  moved  that  the  House  receive  a  certain  document  which 
he  had  prepared  as  a  minority  Report,  and  certain  Resolutions 
appended  to  it,  as  the  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  Legisla- 
ture upon  this  subject,  and  the  reasons  for  it.  The  House 
granted  the  leave,  and  ordered  the  papers  to  be  printed. 

Under  this  marked  rebuke  of  the  House,  Mr.  Hayden  re- 
signed his  place  upon  the  Committee.  Mr.  Giles,  of  Boston, 
who  succeeded  him,  produced  a  majority  report,  of  a  character 
which  might  be  expected  from  the  duresse  under  which  it  was 
extorted.  When  Mr.  Giles's  Report  came  up,  in  order.  Mr. 
Keyes  moved  the  substitution  of  his  own  as  an  amendment, 
and  sustained  his  position  with  distinguished  ability  and  elo- 
quence. The  motion  prevailed  by  a  large  vote.  The  Reso- 
lutions gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate  in  the  Senate,  and  they 
underwent  various  amendments,  which,  however,  finally  left 
them  very  much  as  they  were  at  first  The  House  refused 
once  to  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  but  the  Senate 
adhering,  and  they  not  being  material,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Keyes,  concurred  in  the  amendments,  by  a  vote  in  which 
nearly  every  Whig  in  that  body  c  oncurred.  These  resolutions, 
it  will  be  noticed,  were  almost  identical  with  those  ofiered  by 
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Mr.  S.  C.  Phillips  at  the  Whig  Convention  in  Fanenil  Hall,  in 
the  preceding  September,  and  contemptuously  rejected.  The 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Keyes  carried  through  his  resolutions,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  leading  influences  of  his  party,  was  highly 
creditable  to  his  energy  and  independence.  The  Report,  by 
which  they  were  iutroduced,  was  a  State  Paper  of  uncommon 
value,  both  from  its  facts  and  reasonings,  and  the  skill  and 
power  with  which  they  were  presented.  The  result  cannot  but 
be  regarded  as  a  favorable  sign  that  a  more  wholesome  feeling 
regarding  Slavery,  and  the  crimes  that  flow  from  it,  lurks  in  the 
recesses  of  the  popular  mind  than  we  should  be  led  to  infer 
from  the  action  of  the  popular  leaders. 

Lest,  however,  too  favorable  an  omen  should  be  drawn  from 
this  circumstance,  a  contemporaneous  act  of  the  House  mate- 
rially qualified  the  degree  of  admiration  it  was  calculated  to 
excite.  At  almost  the  same  time  that  it  passed  these  resolu- 
tions, denouncing  Slavery  and  the  Mexican  War.  it  passed 
another  series  expressive  of  its  deep  admiration  and  profound 
gratitude  to  General  Taylor  for  the  brilliant  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  had  cut  the  throats  of  the  Mexicans,  in  the 
very  war  which  it  had  just  denounced  as  one  waged  for  the 
extension  of  Slavery!  These  resolutions,  passed  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  House,  were  tpjected  by  the  Senate,  by  as  large  a 
proportionate  vote,  ovX^  four  voting  in  the  aflirmative.  Whether 
this  was  owing  to  a  reprobation  of  the  object  of  the  resolutions, 
to  a  nicer  sense  of  the  inconsistent  absurdity  of  the  two  expres- 
sions of  opinion,  or  to  a  stronger  feeling  of  personal  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  a  smaller  body,  we  cannot  but  rejoice  that 
the  State  was  spared  this  exhibition  of  patriotic  folly. 

The  petitions  which  were  circulated,  under  the  direction  of 
this  board,  praying  the  Legislature  to  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  the  holding  of  a  Convention  of  the  People,  to  ascertain 
their  sense  as  to  a  secession  of  Massachusetts  from  the  Union, 
were  returned  to^the  Legislature  signed  by  nearly  three  thou- 
sand persons,  more  than  half  legal  voters.  They  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  before  which  a  hearing  was 
had  on  the  10th  of  March.  Messrs.  Philhps  and  Garrison  set 
forth  the  rights  and  duties  of  Massachusetts  in  the  premises, 
with  great  force  and  clearness,  deriving  much  of  their  reason- 
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ing  from  the  arguments  of  Legislative  reports  and  resolutions, 
and  especially  from  the  very  able  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Boston,  on  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
The  Committee  recommended,  and  the  House  granted,  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  but  the  recommendation 
was  accompanied  by  no  report  containing  the  reasons  for  it. 
This  course  was  certainly  one  dictated  by  prudence,  —  for  no 
reasons  could  have  been  given  which  would  not  have  stultified 
the  Collective  Wisdom  of  former  years,  not  to  say  the  Chair- 
man himself  We  tnist  that  the  number  of  signatures  to  this 
petition  will  be  greatly  multiplied  this  year,  and  a  still  stronger 
appeal  made  to  the  Legislature  and  through  them  to  the  People. 
Petitions  analogous  to  these  were  denounced  in  the  Ohio 
Legislature  as  treasonable  !  If  treasonable,  only  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  Revolution  was  Rebellion!  But,  here,  the  State 
was  concluded  by  its  own  foregone  action  from  placing  us  in 
the  category  of  traitors.  Massachusetts  had  solemnly  and  re- 
peatedly announced  the  contingency  which  would  make  a 
withdrawal  from  the  Union  justifiable.  The  contingency  had 
happened.  She  is  foreclosed  from  condemning  those  who  ask 
of  her  consistent  action.  She  would  only  pronounce  her  own 
condemnation.  It  is  our  business,  as  it  is  in  our  power,  to  make 
her  ashamed,  if  we  cannot  make  her  consistent,  by  an  untiring 
reiteration  of  this  demand. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  made  the  last  year  a  memo- 
rable one  in  her  annals  by  an  act  of  public  justice  and  humanity, 
worthy  of  her-  founders'  memory  and  her  early  days.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  at  its  session,  last  winter,  repealed  the 
odious  law  which  gave  Slaveholders  the  privilege  of  holding 
their  human  cattle  for  six  months  within  her  borders,  and  thus 
made  her  a  Slave  State  for  that  length  of  time,  whenever  a 
Southern  man-stealer  chose  to  avail  himself  of  its  provisions. 
Now,  therefore,  as  soon  as  a  Slave  sets  his  foot  upon  her  soil, 
by  the  permission  of  his  master,  his  fetters  fall  and  he  comes 
within  the  protection  of  her  laws.  While  Pennsylvania  has 
thus  refused  to  recognize  the  servile  estate  of  the  Slave  who 
2* 
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passes  her  fircmtiers  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  master,  she 
has  also  forbidden  any  of  her  civil  functionaries  from  assisting 
in  the  recapture  of  any  fugitive  from  the  land  of  bondage,  who 
may  take  sanctuary  within  her  domain.  By  other  provisions 
of  this  law  analogous  to  those  of  the  one  existing  in  this  State, 
and  known  as  the  "  Latimer  law,"  the  sheriffs  and  gaolers  aie 
forbidden  to  use  the  gaols  as  places  for  the  detention  of  re- 
captured Slaves,  and  aJl  judicial  and  executive  officers  are 
prohibited  from  taking  part  in  any  process  for  the  restoration  of 
an  escaped  Slave  to  his  master.  This  law,  after  passing  the 
lower  House,  received  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  signat\ure  of  the  Governor.  A  result  highly 
honorable  to  the  efibrts  of  our  Anti- Slavery  friends  in  that 
State,  and  indicative  of  a  rapidly  improving  condition  of  public 
feeling  on  this  subject  We  trust  that  this  awakened  attention 
in  the  general  mind  of  Pennsylvania  will  not  be  sufiered  to 
subside  until  she  has  placed  her  own  colored  inhabitants  in  all 
respects,  upon  an  equaUty,  political  and  otherwise,  with  her 
most  favored  citizens. 


CONNECTICUT. 

While  the  Key- Stone  State,  lying  as  it  does  upon  the  very 
frontiers  of  Slavery,  has  thus  honored  herself  by  this  righteous 
legislation,  one  of  the  New  England  States,  a  State  which 
makes  the  loudest  professions  of  all  of  piety  and  morality,  has 
disgraced  herself  by  action  of  a  very  different  complexion. 

Last  autumn,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
that  effect,  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Connecticut, 
by  which  the  equal  political  rights  of  colored  men  with  white 
men  were  recognized,  was  submitted  to  the  suffrages  of  the 
People.  The  proposition  stood  alone.  The  bald  question  whether 
the  color  of  the  skin  should  be  a  bar  to  poUtical  equality,  was 
that  which  the  lieges  of  Connecticut  were  called  together  to 
decide.  And  what  was  the  decision  ?  Out  of  some  fifty  thou- 
sand voters,  only  about  twenty-five  thousand  took  the  pains  to 
express  any  opinion  at  all ;  and  of  those  that  did  vote,  only  some 
five  thousand  were  found  willing  to  recognize  the  man  of  color 
as  a  political  equal  with  themselves.    Those  who  abstained  from 
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voting  may  fairly  be  taken  as  opposed  to  the  amendment,  —  so 
it  appears  that  out  of  the  entire  voting  population,  but  about 
one-tenth  were  free  from  this  base,  degrading,  absurd,  inhuman, 
An ti- Christian  prejudice  of  color!  We  doubt  whether  any 
community,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  could  be  found,  in  the 
world,  out  of  this  country,  that  would  not  be  ashamed  of  politi- 
cal association  with  such  ridiculous  barbarians.  The  Hottentots 
jrise  to  a  high  place  in  the  scale  of  civilization  in  the  compari- 
son. For  we  do  not  believe  that  even  a  Hottentot  would  deny 
the  humanity  of  a  Connecticut  pedlar,  should  one  find  his  way 
to  his  kraal,  —  at  least,  if  he  had  never  heard  of  this  poUtical 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  Pedlar  State.  « 

The  meanness  of  this  transaction  is  a  match  for  its  absurdity. 
The  State  of  Connecticut,  we  take  it,  has  not  the  slightest 
scruples  about  putting  her  dirty  hands  into  the  pockets  of  these 
colored  citizens  —  or  rather  inhabitants,  who  are  no  citizens  — 
and  making  them  pay  their  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  in  which  they  have  no  voice.  Some  seventy-five 
years  ago  there  was  none  of  the  colonies  louder  in  denunciations 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  taxing  them  without  representa- 
tion than  this  same  Colony  of  Connecticut.  She  sent  Israel 
Putnam  and  (which  is  more  to  the  present  purpose)  Benedict 
Arnold  to  fight  the  battles  of  liberty.  And  having  got  what  she 
wanted,  as  far  as  Great  Britain  was  concerned,  she  turns  round 
and  treats  a  portion  of  her  own  population  in  the  same  manner. 
The  British  Parliament  imposed  the  taxes  on  tea,  glass,  and 
painters*  colors,  because  it  supposed  that  the  Colonies  were  not 
strong  enough  to  resist  the  imposition.  The  State  of  Connec- 
ticut does  the  very  same  thing,  because  she  knows  that  the 
handful  of  poor  colored  men  within  her  borders  can  offer  no 
effectual  resistance  to  this  oppression.  She  is  proved,  by  her 
own  acts,  to  be  recreant  to  principle.  She  is  a  traitor  to  the 
cause  for  which  the  Revolution  was  fought  She  shows  that 
now,  at  least,  the  spirit  of  Arnold  predominates  over  that  of 
Putnam  in  her  composition. 

Now  what  can  be  the  motive  for  such  a  demonstration  as 
.  (his  ?  The  motive  we  apprehend  to  be  two-fold.  It  is  com- 
pounded partly  of  the  wish  which  low  and  grovelling  natiures 
have  to  trample  on  something  beneath  them.     This  accounts  for 
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much  of  the  persecution  of  the  colored  people,  everywhere  in 
the  Free  States.  It  is  a  comfort  to  the  lowest  and  most  de- 
graded of  the  whites  to  feel  that  there  is  a  class  of  society 
which  t  ey  can  despise  and  trample  upon.  In  the  States  which 
make  the  loudest  pretensions  to  Democracy  and  regard  for 
popular  rights,  the  popular  right  of  insulting  and  injuring  the 
colored  people  with  impunity  is  one  of  the  most  prized  of  all. 
This  element,  doubtless,  enters  largely  into  the  mental  compo- 
sition of  this  nine-tenths  of  Connecticut  voters.  But  there  is 
yet  another,  the  influence  of  which  is  no  less  potent.  There  is 
no  State  of  which  a  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are 
engaged* in  direct  business  with  the  South.  This  traflic,  raano- 
fiaujturing,  commercial,  and  peddling,  extends  itself  through  all 
classes  of  society.  And  the  result  is  a  depth  and  bitterness  of 
Pro-Slavery  depravity,  of  which  this  vote  is  but  an  imperfect  type. 
There  is  but  one  thing  to  be  said  in  mitigation  of  the  sen- 
tence of  unqualified  condemnation,  which  this  recreant  State 
deserves.  And  that  is,  that  the  abolitionists  have  hardly  done 
their  duty  by  her.  They  have  been  too  much  disposed  to  look 
upon  her  as  joined  to  her  idols,  and  fit  only  to  be  let  alone. 
They  have  passed  by  to  fields  of  greater  promise,  and  left;  her  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  Pro- Slavery  religion  and  pseudo-abolition- 
ism. The  result  is  a  proof  of  the  value  of  the  labors  of  American 
Theology  and  of  the  Third  Political  Party.  Of  a  Theology  in 
full  communion  with  the  Reverend  men-stealers  of  the  South, 
and  of  a  Party  which  supported  for  Vice-President  a  man  (the 
late  Mr.  Morris)  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  black  laws  of 
Ohio,  which  showed  no  earnest  opposition  to  the  Annexation  of 
Texas,  and  which  now  goes  for  the  larceny  of  the  whole  of 
Mexico  by  piecemeal.  We  cannot  but  think  (paradoxical  as 
the  proposition  may  seem,  under  the  circumstances)  that  there 
may  be  souls  in  Connecticut,  which  may  yet  be  saved  cdive. 
We  commend  it  to  the  American  A.  S.  Society  as  a  missionary 
ground  calling  loudly  upon  them  to  come  over  and  help  it.  A 
vigorous  campaign  or  two  carried  on  with. the  spirit  with  which 
the  war  has  been  carried  into  other  parts  of  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, we  are  confident  would  make  an  impression,  the  eflfect  o^ 
which  would  be  seen  whenever  this  question  shall  come  up 
again  for  popular  adjudication. 
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We  have  already  alluded  to  the  fact  that  Ohio  had  pro- 
nounced any  proposition,  to  dissolve  the  Union,  treasonable. 
The  Committee,  to  which  the  petitions  for  that  object  were 
referred,  was  distinguished  from  the  analogous  one  in  this  State 
by  the  fact  that  it  accompanied  its  permission  to  the  petitioners 
to  withdraw,  with  a  Report,  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  such  a 
disposition  of  their  prayer.  As  the  Report  is  a  brief  one,  and  as 
it  may  be  supposed  to  comprise  all  that  can  be  said  against  this 
proposition,  we  give  it  entire  as  a  matter  of  permanent  refer- 
ence. The  spirit  which  it  breathes  is  truly  American.  Its 
patriotism  looks  only  to  the  inconvenience  which  might  possi- 
bly result  to  themselves,  exults  in  the  presence  of  the  material 
prosperity  which  Ohio  has  attained  under,  but  in  spite  of,  the 
Union,  and  entirely  puts  out  of  sight  what  it  has  done  to  the 
Slaves,  her  own  support  of  Slavery  and,  indeed,  very  existence 
of  such  a  national  institution  ! 

In  Senate,  Feb.  3,  1847,  Mr.  Goddard  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Memorial  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Columbiana  and  Ma- 
honing, praying  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  declare  the  Federal  Union  dissolved,  now  report — 

It  did  not  need  the  instmctions  of  the  Senate  to  induce  the 
Committee  to  report  adversely  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
The  proposition  is  traitorous  and  disloyal.  It  is  not  a  thing  to 
be  entertained,  or  reasoned  upon.  The  perpetuity  of  the  Union 
should  be  assumed  — regarded  as  a  fixed  fact,  not  to  be  debated 
or  questioned.  AttEichment  to  the  Union  should  be  a  feeling  — 
a  sentiment  in  every  American  breast.  It  should  be  instinctive. 
The  American  should  imbibe  it  with  his  mother's  milk.  It 
should  grow  with  his  growth  and  strengthen  with  his  strength  — 
be  the  confidence  of  his  youth,  the  pride  of  his  manhood,  and 
the  solace  of  his  old  age.  Next  to  the  duties  which  an  Ameri- 
can owes  to  his  God,  are  the  duties  he  owes  to  his  country. 
The  first  of  these  is.  Preserve  the  Union ;  the  second,  Pr  ^crve 
the  Union;  the  third,  Preserve  the  Union. 
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The  value  of  the  Union  cannot  be  calculated ;  if  it  could, 
Ohio  could  show  how  vastly  important  that  Union  is  to  her. 
Centrally  situated,  her  citizens  sending  the  products  of  their 
industry  at  one  season,  through  the  artificial  channels  of  the 
North,  and  at  another,  by  the  great  river  of  the  South,  finding 
access  to  the  Ocean  at  points  2,000  miles  apart,  what  portion  of 
the  Union  could  Ohio  spare?  Where  would  she  draw  the 
dividing  line  ?  Shall  the  beautiful  river  which  forms  her  South- 
em  boimdary,  now  teeming  with  peaceful  commerce,  free  as 
the  air  we  breathe,  and  witnessing  no  hostilities  but  the  gener- 
ous competition  of  enterprising  people,  shall  that  be  the  boun- 
dary line  between  independent  and  unconnected  States  ?  Then 
may  we  expect  to  see  arrayed  upon  the  opposite  banks,  the 
hostile  armies  of  the  divided  nations.  Bristling  cannon  shall 
supplant  the  waving  wheat  upon  its  lijlls  —  the  march  of  armed 
men  tread  down  the  products  of  its  valleys,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  be  discolored  with  the  blood  of  her  sons.  Are  our 
citizens  prepared  for  this?  Can  the  memorialists,  many  of 
whom  belong  to  the  gentler  sex,  averse  to  civil  commotion  and 
bloodshed  —  ministering  angels  to  man  when  pain  and  sickness 
distracts  him,  tempering  with  their  softness  the  rough  asperities 
of  man's  nature  —  can  they  willingly  see  such  possible  conse- 
quences with  complacency  ? 

When  the  first  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  was  about  retiring  from  that  high  office  to  which 
the  partiality  of  his  grateful  countrymen  had  twice  unanimously 
called  him,  he  addressed  to  them  an  affectionate  letter,  prompted 
only  by  the  great  love  he  bore  to  the  people  he  had  saved,  and 
containing  sentiments  which  should  be  perpetually  cherished 
by  the  American  people.  This  paper,  usually  styled  Wash- 
ington's Farewell  Address,  and  bearing  date  September  17, 
1796,  should,  next  to  the  Bible,  bo  the  daily  reading  of  our 
people.  His  warning  voice  must  be  forgotten,  his  counsels 
contemned  and  disregarded,  before  any  one  can  be  willing  to 
raise  a  parricidal  hand  against  the  union  of  these  States. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

CHAS.  B.  GODDARD. 
JOHN  MARTIN. 
A.  P.  EDGERTON. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialists  have  liberty  to  witlidraw 
their  memorial. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  to  be  printed  an  edition  of 
Washington's  Farewell  Address,  and  distributed  to  each  school 
district  in  the  State. 
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We  have  again  to  record  testimonies  to  the  prevailing  force 
of  the  Anti- Slavery  idea,  proceeding  from  the  Slaveholding 
region,  in  the  utterance  and  in  the  action  both  of  the  foes  and 
the  friends  of  Slavery.  The  Stale  of  Delaware  came  very 
near  the  glory  of  being  the  first  emancipating  State  since  the 
Modem  Abolition  Movement  began.  A  bill  providing  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  in  that  State  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  vole  of  12  to  8;  and  was  lost  in  the 
Senate  only  by  a  tie  vote.  Such  a  result  as  this  is  in  the 
highest  degree  hopeful,  and  must  be  the  precursor  of  entire 
success  at  no  distant  day.  As  an  additional  evidence  of  the 
progress  of  the  spirit  of  Liberty  in  that  State,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  only  member  of  Congress  from  a  Slave- 
holding  Slate  who  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso  was  Mr. 
Houston,  member  of  the  House  from  Delaware.  Delaware, 
too,  is  the  only  Slaveholding  State  which  has  an  organized 
Anti- Slavery  Society.  We  have  noticed  with  pleasure  the 
reports  of  its  action,  and  would  commend  its  appeals  for  help  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  abolitionists  in  more  fortunate 
regions.  We  cannot  but  attribute  this  legislative  proof  of  an 
Anti- Slavery  state  of  the  public  mind  to  the  existence,  and  the 
efforts,  of  this  body. 

Among  the  most  encouraging  of  these  signs  beneath  our 
Southern  skies,  is  the  vote  in  Kentucky  for  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  Constitution.  Though  it  has  not  been  so  declared, 
or  made  a  topic  of  general  agitation,  it  is  well  understood  that 
the  metamorphosis  of  Kentucky,  either  gradual  or  immediate, 
from  a  Slave  State  into  a  Free  State,  is  the  thought  which  in- 
formed the  minds  of  the  voters,  when  they  cast  their  ballots  for 
or  against  it  By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  a  second 
popular  vote  must  be  taken,  before  the  Convention  can  be 
called;  but  the  majority  was  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  that  any  influences  can  prevent  its  being  held. 
The  majority  was  singularly  triumphant.  The  majority  is  re- 
quired to  be  not  only  of  the  persons  voting,  but  of  the  whole 
number  of  persons  entitled  to  vote,  whether  they  exercise  their 
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franchise  or  not.  As  the  Examiner  truly  says,  this  is  equivalent 
to  a  two-thirds  requisition  in  ordinary  cases.  Still  the  majority 
was  nearly  twenty-four  thousand  out  of  all  the  voters,  and  nearly 
fifty  thousand  of  those  that  actually  voted.  The  Convention, 
therefore,  we  cannot  doubt,  will  be  held ;  and  being  held,  it  is 
hardly  to  be  supposed  it  will  separate  without  doing  somewhat 
towards  striking  from  the  neck  of  Kentucky  the  millstone,  which 
has  made  her  lag  so  much  behind  her  neighbor  rival  Ohio,  in 
the  race  of  wealth  and  improvement 

The  establishment,  too,  of  Anti- Slavery  papers  within  the 
enchanted  ground  of  Slavery,  is  another  symptom,  ominous  of 
the  breaking  of  its  spell.  The  fact  that  they  are  demanded  and 
can  exist,  is  a  most  pregnant  sign.  It  shows  that  the  van-guard 
of  the  army  of  Liberty  is  advanced  into  the  confines  of  the 
enemy's  country.  A  lodgment  is  fairly  made.  The  first  step  is 
taken.  The  stone  is  thrown.  The  question  is  asked.  The 
Revolution,  which  never  goes  backward,  is  begun  in  the  sub- 
urbs, at  least,  of  the  capital.  The  monarch  within  it  trembles, 
for  he  knows  that  his  doom  is  sealed.  Darkness  is  the  only 
element  in  which  he  can  exist,  and  here  are  crevices  made 
through  which  pours  in  the  light  of  day.  A  newspaper  is  a 
more  fatal  enemy  to  a  false  institution  than  an  army  with  ban- 
ners. A  printing  press  is  an  engine  of  more  potency  than  all 
the  artillery  of  tyrants.  First  in  this  field  is  the  broad  sheet  of 
the  Louisville  Examiner,  hoisted  in  the  place  of  that  of  the 
True  American,  ingloriously  struck  when  Cassius  M.  Clay  ex- 
changed the  battle-fields  of  Liberty  for  those  of  Slavery.  It  is 
a  paper  conducted  with  very  great  ability.  Mr.  Vaughan  is, 
certainly,  a  born  editor.  There  is  no  paper  that  we  see,  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  more  full  of^the  marks  of  a  thoroughly  well 
informed  and  accomplished  mind.  And  this,  not  only  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  but  on  all  points  of  general  knowledge. 
Kentucky  will  make  a  great  mistake,  for  her  own  improvement 
in  other  matters  than  the  One  Thing  Needful  to  her  political 
Salvation,  if  she  should  suffer  his  paper  to  languish  for  want  of 
support  There  are  few  men,  we  should  judge,  in  the  country, 
better  acquainted  with  the  political  condition  and  relations  of 
foreign  nations,  as  well  as  with  those  of  the  different  States  of 
America,  than  Mr.  Vaughan. 
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The  "  Crisis/*  recently  established  at  Moundsville,  Va,,  is 
another  evidence  of  the  spreading  of  an  Anti- Slavery  spirit  into 
the  domain  of  Slavery.  We  have  not  seen  any  numbers  of 
this  paper,  and  consequently  cannot  speak  of  its  character, 
except  by  report.  But  the  circumstance  that  a  paper  adopts 
the  principle  of  abolition  as  one  of  its  chief  purposes,  within 
the  frontiers  of  Slavery,  is  significant  enough  of  itself  The 
mere  fact  that  the  rightfulness  of  the  great  institution  is  ques- 
tioned within  its  own  proper  jurisdiction,  is  one  which  cannot 
but  appeal  with  great  power  to  all  the  dwellers  therein.  It  is 
analagous  to  the  establishment  of  a  free  paper  in  St  Peters- 
burg or  Vienna.  And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that 
the  establishment  of  these  two  papers  has  not  been  retarded, 
but  hastened  by  the  **  modem  Anti- Slavery  movement"  Mr. 
Cassius  M.  Clay  assured  us,  when  he  was  here,  some  three 
years  ago,  that  this  was  his  opinion.  If  the  Pro- Slavery  spirit 
in  Church  and  State,  at  the  North,  has  been  the  support  and 
stay  of  Slavery,  which  we  know  it  has  been,  why  should 
not  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit,  here,  be  of  the  same  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit,  there?  The  South- 
ern Abolitionist  has  nothing  to  fall  back  upon,  except  the  Anti- 
Slavery  feeling  of  the  North.  The  Northern  Abolitionists  have 
given  the  most  effectual  help  in  their  power  to  their  Southem 
brethren,  by  their  own  agitation.  The  one  would  not  have 
been,  as  yet,  if  at  all,  but  for  the  other. 

A  very  important  movement  has  also  marked  the  past  year 
in  Western  Virginia.  This  portion  of  that  great  State  has  long 
felt  the  political  oppression  which  the  aristocracy  created  by 
Slavery  inflicts  upon  the  white  citizen  as  a  punishment  for  his 
consenting  to  the  political  annihilation  of  the  Slave.  Though 
this  portion  of  Virginia  is  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  part 
of  the  State,  it  has  always  been,  politically,  the  vassal  of  the 
Slave-breeding  and  Slave-mongering  Eastem  Virginia,  whose 
Ancient  Dominion  is  secured  by  the  votes  of  the  masters  in 
virtue  of  their  ownership  in  men.  This  sense  of  injury  has  at 
length  taken  an  organized  form.  The  prominent  persons  in  this 
organization  are  Slaveholders,  themselves.  The  leading  spirit 
tippears  to  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Ruffner,  a  Presbyterian  cler- 
gyman of  eminence  in  his  denomination.  A  very  able  Address, 
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written  by  this  gentleman,  has  been  widely  circulated  in  that 
region.  The  plan  suggested  is  vicious  in  the  extreme,  in  point 
of  principle.  It  is  grounded  on  the  interests  of  the  white  man, 
and  scarcely  alludes  to  the  rights  of  the  black  man.  It  pro- 
poses the  most  gradual  deliberation  in  doling  out  the  boon  of 
freedom.  It  recognizes  the  sale,  the  deportation,  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  Slave  population.  Its  aim  is  to  make  Western 
Virginia  a  Free  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  whites,  and  not  in 
justice  to  the  blacks.  This  movement,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, extends  itself  into  Western  North  Carolina,  and  Eastern 
Tennessee.  But,  although  the  most  selfish  and  utilitarian  aspect 
of  this  measure  is  made  thus  prominent,  we  are  confident  that 
a  moral  abhorrence  of  Slavery  and  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
Slaves  is  the  underlying  foundation  of  the  movement  In  this 
faith  we  shall  watch  its  progress  with  the  deepest  interest,  be- 
lieving that  in  these  imperfect  Teachings  after  better  things,  we 
discern  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

While  we  have  had  the  encouragement  of  these  demonstra- 
tions at  the  South,  we  have  not  been  without  the  testimony 
to  the  prevalence  of  the  Anti- Slavery  idea  which  the  excit- 
ed vigilance  and  alarm  of  Slavery  could  afford  us.  Southern 
Legislatures  have  passed  indignant  resolutions  touching  the 
Wilmot  Proviso,  declaring  that  they  will  not  submit  to  any  such 
restriction  upon  the  occupation  of  conquered  territory.  Mr. 
Calhoun  on  his  return  from  Washington  was  honored  with  a 
great  reception  by  the  sovereign  State  of  the  Union  which  he 
represents,  on  which  occasion  this  determination  was  emphati- 
cally pronounced  by  his  imperial  constituents  and  responded  to 
by  himself  It  is  needless  to  speak  of  the  vaporing  of  Southern 
newspapers  and  pohticians  on  this  subject  A  letter  intended 
for  private  circulation  found  its  way  to  the  light,  emanating 
from  prominent  Slaveholders  in  Charleston,  reciting  the  fact 
of  the  publication  of  the  National  Era  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  calling  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  organ  of 
Slavery  at  Washington,  and  the  contribution  of  a  fund  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollars  for  that  purpose.  This  demand  for  a  national 
organ  of  Slavery  spoke  trumpet-tongued  the  sense  which 
Slavery  entertained  of  the  work  the  Anti- Slavery  organs  have 
been  doing.     A  stronger  proof  could  hardly  be  given  of  the 
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impression  made  upon  the  general  mind  of  the  country  by  the 
Anti- Slavery  movement,  than  the  Charleston  circular  contains. 
It  implies  an  admission  of  all  that  we  could  have  demanded  for 
ourselves.  Its  alarm  at  the  establishment  of  the  Era,  to  be 
sure,  was  no  great  proof  of  the  sagacity  of  the  writers.  But, 
probably,  none  of  them  had  seen  a  number  of  it ;  but  took  their 
notions  of  it  from  some  floating  newspaper  paragraphs.  Had 
they  seen  it,  they  would,  very  probably,  have  thought  an  organ 
of  Slavery  at  the  Capitol  superfluous.  Certainly  none  they 
could  establish  would  treat  Slavery  and  Slaveholders  with 
more  civihty,  or  make  larger  demands  in  their  behalf.  New 
Mexico  would  probably  have  contented  the  chivalrous  Caroli- 
nians ;  all  Mexico  is  not  too  much  for  the  supple  servility  of 
the  Era  to  oflTer  them !  We  heartily  hope  that  this  new  organ 
may  be  set  up  and  conducted  with  all  the  ability  that  the 
Slavery  Party  can  furnish.  And  we  should  like  to  see  the  man 
who  will  have  the  courage  to  stand  up  before  the  world  as  its 
editor.  We  fear  it  will  come  to  nought,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
because  any  man  of  talent  enough  to  be  selected  to  be  its 
editor,  must  be  of  sense  enough  to  know  that  it  would  make 
him  a  by-word  and  a  hissing  to  all  foreign  nations  and  to  all 
future  ages.  The  dirty  work  of  Slavery  will  have  still  to 
be  done,  we  apprehend,  as  it  is  done  now,  under  the  guise  of 
Religion,  of  Abolition,  or  of  Patriotism. 

The  Governor  of  Virginia,  also,  in  his  Annual  Message  of  last 
year  had  the  inhuman  insolence  to  recommend  it  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  take  measures  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Free  Blacks, 
Fifty  Thousand  in  number,  from  the  State.  A  Southern  Con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  for  the  protection  of 
Southern  rights  from  Northern  fanaticism  has  been  proposed 
and  urged ;  but,  we  fear  with  little  earnestness  of  purpose  or 
reahty  of  design.  One  branch  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri 
passed  a  memorial  to  Congress  asking  for  action  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government,  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  emi- 
gration of  the  Slave  population  to  Canada,  and  to  the  protection 
they  there  receive.  The  following  humane  argument  forms  a 
part  of  its  reasoning,  and  would  not  fail  to  have  its  weight : 

"  The  slaves  that  are  recognized  by  our  constitution  and  laws 
as  individual  property,  are  frequently  lost,  and  the  unfortunate 
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Slaves  are  decoyed  into  a  cold  and  bleak  region,  utterly  nn- 
suited  to  their  habits  and  constitutions,  —  are  rendered  more 
miserable  and  degraded  than  when  they  lived  as  Slaves." 

These  instances,  out  of  multitudes  like  them,  must  suffice  to 
indicate  the  impression  which  the  An ti- Slavery  movement  has 
made  upon  the  Southern  mind.  In  these,  as  in  all  other  por- 
tions of  our  experience  and  our  observations,  do  we  discern  the 
proofs  of  the  soundness  of  the  philosophy,  and  the  sufficiency 
of  the  method,  which  we  have  followed  from  the  beginning. 
The  process,  thus  far,  has  been  precisely  what  we  have  antici- 
pated and  predicted  that  it  would  be.  The  signs  for  which  we 
first  looked  were  perceived  where  we  looked  for  them,  in  the 
indications  of  an  altered  public  sentiment  at  the  North ;  but 
now  we  discern  the  progress  we  have  made  by  those  which  the 
South  afford,  as  to  the  impression  made  on  human  hearts  and 
souls,  there.  Even  in  the  very  desperation  of  Pro- Slavery 
fanaticism,  do  we  see  the  hand-writing  of  its  destiny  upon  the 
walls  of  the  Slave- Babylon.  The  violence  of  the  antagonism 
we  have  aroused,  is  an  evidence  to  us  of  the  strength  of  our 
position,  and  the  telling  effect  of  our  fire.  The  increasing 
armies  of  fugitives,  assure  us  that  the  Slaves  have  heard  the 
good  tidings  of  the  preached  Gospel  of  their  deliverance ;  while 
their  almost  absolute  safety,  as  soon  as  they  set  their  feet  upon 
the  soil  of  a  Free  State,  is  a  living  proof  of  the  spreading  in- 
fiuences  of  that  Evangel  of  Freedom.  In  the  view  of  this  part 
of  our  experience,  as  of  all  its  others,  we  thank  God  and  take 
courage. 

ENGLAND. 

We  have  found  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  English  Aboh- 
lionists  in  the  cause  of  our  common  humanity  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  during  the  past  year,  as  earnest  and  intelligent  as 
ever.  Notwithstanding  the  calamity  which  has  affected,  more 
or  less,  all  classes  in  the  mother  country,  they  have  never  suf- 
fered the  nearer  distress  to  hide  from  their  eyes  or  their  hearts 
the  greater  distant  wrong.  With  a  true  philosophy  as  well  as 
an  expansive  philanthropy  have  they  endured  in  their  efibrts 
for  the  American  Slave,  believing  that  they  were  thus  doing 
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substantial  service  to  the  English  pesisant  They  have  per- 
ceived that  the  greatest  of  wrongs  is  the  first  one  to  be  re- 
dressed, before  the  lesser  evils  of  an  advanced  civilization  can 
be  successfully  combalted.  This  failh  Ihey  have  made  manifest 
by  their  works,  in  their  labors  at  home  and  in  their  dispensa- 
tion of  help  to  us. 

The  Evangelical  Alliance,  having  received  its  death-blow  at 
the  moment  of  its  birth  from  its  suicidal  attempt  to  take  Slavery 
to  its  bosom,  has  dragged  on  a  lingering  existence,  having  a 
name  to  live  though  it  be  dead.  We  related,  last  year,  how 
the  British  Branch  at  Manchester,  after  it  was  relieved  from  the 
fatal  presence  of  the  American  brethren,  so  far  yielded  to  the 
pressure  of  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  at  home,  as  to  refuse  com- 
munion with  Slaveholders  in  the  British  division  of  the  House- 
hold of  Faith,  leaving  the  American  Branch  free  to  make  such 
covenant  with  them  as  its  spiritual  necessities  required.  This, 
however,  was  not  suffered  to  pass  without  a  protest  on  the  part 
of  EngUshmen,  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds  by  the  in- 
fluences of  American  Christianity.  In  May  last  a  document 
was  presented  to  the  Meeting  of  the  British  Branch,  held  at 
Edinburgh,  signed  by  a  number  of  clergymen  and  others,  in 
London,  expressing  their  dissent  from  that  action.  The  docu- 
ment stated  "  that  the  resolution  referred  to  had  caused  the 
dissentients  much  regret  and  anxiety,  and  in  a  spirit  of  hu- 
mility, faithfulness,  and  love,  they  desired  to  lay  before  the 
Conference  their  objections  to  it  They  objected  to  it,  first,  "  as 
taking  up  a  subject,  which,  however  important,  was  wholly 
extraneous  and  under  discussion,  and  that  .the  Alliance  would 
thereby  involve  itself  in  the  discussion  of  a  question  with  which 
it  had,  and  should  have,  no  concern.  Second,  that  while  they 
deeply  deplored,  in  common  with  the  Alliance,  the  sin  and 
enormous  evils  connected  with  Slavery,  they  thought  that 
a  wide  distinction  should  be  drawn  between  the  voluntary  up- 
holder of  that  system,  and  one  who,  from  circumstances  over 
which  he  might  have  no  control,  became  possessed  of  Slaves, 
or  property  including*  Slaves.  Third,  and  above  all,  because 
their  deep  regard  for  the  form  and  authority  of  Scripture  com- 
pelled them  to  object  to  the  introduction  of  grounds  of  exclusion, 
which  they  believed  were  not  warranted  by  the  plain  Word  of 
3* 
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God,  and  which  would  have  shut  out  from  the  Alliance  one 
whom  an  inspired  Apostle  addressed  as  a  brother  dearly  be- 
loved. The  memorialists  also  begged  to  express  the  fears  they 
entertained  as  to  the  effect  of  the.  resolution  upon  the  minds  of 
their  American  brethren,  whom  they  had  so  recently  invited  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  join  them  upon  a  purely  doctrinal  basis." 
The  American  brethren,  therefore,  may  rejoice  in  knowing  that 
their  mission  to  the  father-land  was  not  wholly  in  VEiin,  seeing 
that  they  have  converted  some  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  made  them  like  unto  themselves. 

The  demonstrations  of  the  English  Unitarians  have  been  of 
an  extremely  interesting  and  honorable  character,  during  the 
past  year.  An  invitation  which  had  been  sent  by  certain  Boston 
clergymen  to  their  English  brethren,  to  attend  the  May  Anni- 
versaries in  this  City,  being  communicated  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association,  the 
attitude  of  some  of  its  signers  to  the  Anti- Slavery  enterprise 
became  a  subject  of  remark.  Much  discussion  arose  from  this 
circumstance  in  the  Unitarian  papers  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. Letters  from  John  Bishop  Estlin,  Esq.  of  Bristol,  and  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  May,  our  General  Agent,  which  appeared  in 
the  London  Inquirer,  threw  much  light  upon  the  question  of  the 
relations  of  American  Unitarians,  and  of  those  clergymen  in 
particular,  to  the  Slaves  and  their  cause.  In  the  course  of  the 
autumn  a  Reply  was  sent  to  this  invitation,  signed  by  more  than 
fifty  ministers  and  nearly  sixteen  hundred  laymen,  setting  forth 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  duties  and  responsibiUties  created  by 
the  existence  of  such  a  crime  as  Slavery,  in  the  most  cogent 
yet  affectionate  manner.  We  regret  to  say  that  this  fraternal 
demonstration  has  not  met  with  the  courtesy  due  to  its  spirit 
and  its  tone,  from  those  who  speak  the  mind  of  the  leading  in- 
fluences of  the  Denomination. 

The  North  of  England  Unitarian  Tract  and  Missionary  So- 
ciety also  passed  a  resolution,  strongly  Anti- Slavery  in  its  char- 
acter, and  lurging  upon  their  American  brethren  active  exertions 
for  the  overthrow  of  Slavery.  This  resolution  was  transmitted 
by  the  Secretary,  Rev.  George  Harris,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  calculated  to  soothe  the  prejudices  and 
to  gratify  the  spleen  of  the  Pro- Slavery  American  Unitarians. 
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But  there  is  nothing  that  appears  in  the  action  itself  of  the 
meeting  to  justify  us  in  supposing  that  it  correctly  represents 
the  feelings  by  which  it  was  prompted.  We  place,  therefore, 
all  the  credit  of  the  resolution  to  the  account  of  the  meeting, 
and  all  the  discredit  of  the  accompanying  epistle,  to  its  Rev- 
erend Secretary.  We  are  happy  to  announce  action,  honorable 
though  late,  on  the  part  of  American  Unitarian  ministers  in 
relation  to  the  letter  forwarded  in  January,  1846,  of  which  we 
gave  some  account  in  a  former  Report,  from  the  Irish  Unitarian 
Christian  Society  to  their  brethren  in  America.  A  well  written 
and  justly  conceived  Response  has  lately  been  prepared  and 
signed  by  eight  ministers  of  this  denominatioil,  and  forwarded 
to  its  destination.  We  trust  that  its  character  and  thorough- 
ness will  make  amends  to  the  Irish  friends  for  the  dilatoriness 
of  its  appeamnce. 

The  Anti- Slavery  League  has  been  zealous  and  active  in  its 
coopemtion  with  us  during  the  past  year,  and  we  have  been  in 
frequent  communication  with  its  able  and  indefatigable  Secre- 
tary, Robert  Smith.  Early  in  the  year  a  large  number  of  meet- 
ings were  held  in  London  and  its  neighborhood,  in  which 
George  Thompson,  William  H.  Ashurst,  John  Bowring,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burnet,  Wilham  Howitl,  and  other  eminent  English 
Abolitionists  took  a  prominent  ^part.  At  other  times  during  the 
year,  meetings  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with 
distinguished  success.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  at- 
tributed to  this  association  for  binding  the  Abolitionists  of  the 
two  hemispheres  into  one  body,  upon  the  thorough  principle  of 
"  No  Union  with  Slaveholders."  We  shall  continue  to  look  to 
it  as  the  main  instrumentality  by  which  the  two  countries  may 
be  made  mutually  to  act  the  one  upon  the  other,  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  American  Slave. 

The  last  year,  too,  has  been  a  marked  one  in  our  annals  from 
the  election  of  George  Thompson,  that  well-tried  and  faithful 
friend  of  the  American  Slave,  to  Parliament.  The  man  who 
was  hunted  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  and  escaped  with  his  life 
only  by  flight  from  the  Pro- Slavery  fanaticism  of  1835,  is  now 
an  honored  member  of  the  British  Senate,  as  the  representative 
of  one  of  the  largest  constituencies  in  the  United  KingdonL 
We  have  said  that  this  is  a  marked  point  in  our  history  because 
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we  know  that  the  increased  power  his  new  sphere  of  influence 
will  give  him  over  the  British  mind,  will  be  felt  in  behalf  of  the 
oppressed  nation,  for  whom  he  did  and  suffered  so  much  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Thompson's  election  was  an  unusual  triumph. 
The  two  former  members  were  in  the  field,  one  of  them  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  and  a  son-in-law  of  the  late  King. 
Notwithstanding  the  weight  which  these  gentlemen  must  have 
had  from  their  social  |K)sition,  and  their  possession  of  the  bor- 
ough, Mr.  Thompson  led  his  successful  competitor,  Sir  William 
Clay,  by  more  than  three  thousand  votes,  and  his  unsuccessfol 
one,  General  Fox,  by  nearly  four  thousand  five  hundred !  Such 
an  in^tanc^  is  almost  unparallelled  (if  not  quite)  in  the  history 
of  English  elections.  It  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  number 
of  plumpers  that  were  polled  for  Mr.  Thompson;  by  which 
technicality  we  understand  votes  given  for  only  one  candidate 
where  two  or  more  are  to  be  elected — thus  increasing  the  rela- 
tive vote  of  that  candidate. 

The  friends  of  the  old  candidates  had  placarded  the  neigh- 
borhood with  the  insulting  question,  "  Who  is  George  Thomp- 
son ? "  His  reply  to  this  taunting  inquiry,  in  his  speech  at  the 
polls,  was  a  proud  and  noble  one:  "Ask  Sir  Edward  North 
Buxton,"  (the  son  of  the  successor  of  Wilberforce,)  "  ask  Dr. 
Lushington,  ask  Richard  Cobden,  ask  the  Negroes  of  the  West 
Indies,  ask  the  Bond- Slaves  of  America,  ask  the  friends  of 
India,  who  I  am  ?  '*  The  electors,  however,  showed  most  em- 
phatically that  they  knew  who  he  was,  without  going  any  far- 
ther for  information. 

The  political  opinions  announced  by  Mr.  Thompson  were  cer- 
tainly radical  enough.  He  should  vote  for  the  largest  free  trade, 
and  for  the  abolition  of  every  monopoly,  national  and  local ; 
for  universal  suffrage,  vote  by  ballot,  and  short  parliaments; 
for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishmehts  and  of  flogging  in  the 
army;  and  against  all  endowments  and  religious  establish- 
ments !  This  election  was  carried  without  any  of  the  unscru- 
pulous means  often  used  at  elections.  Not  a  single  paid  agent 
was  employed.  "  Not  the  least  remarkable  circumstance  attend- 
ing this  contest,"  says  the  London  Post,  "is  the  fact,  that  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  is  a  teetotaller,  refused  to  have  his  Committee- 
rooms  in  pubhc  houses,  and  the  publicans,  with  few  exceptions, 
avenged  themselves  by  voting  against  him." 
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Not  long  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Thompson 
addressed  a  large  assembly  of  his  constitnents,  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  before  them  the  state  of  the  East  India  question,  and 
to  ask  their  permision  to  make  Justice  to  India  the  main 
business  of  his  public  life.  His  speech  was  one  of  masterly 
ability.  It  showed  him  to  be  possessed  of  the  rare  felicity  of 
his  great  predecessor  in  the  championship  of  wronged  India,  — 
Burke,  of  clothing  statistical  details  not  only  with  light,  but  with 
beauty.  A  large  portion  of  it  was  devoted  to  the  evolution  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  views  as  to  the  effect  which  the  reforms  he 
proposes,  acting  through  the  English  Cotton- Market,  will  have 
upon  American  Slavery.  He  tmced  the  history  of  the  culture 
and  manufacture  of  cotton,  and  showed  how  almighty  has 
been  their  influence  in  building  up  and  perpetuating  Slavery. 
He  showed  the  resources  of  India  for  the  production  of  this 
staple,  and  the  practicability  of  increasing  the  crop  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  drive  the  American  article  out  of  the  market 
Cotton  he  conceives  to  be  the  main  bulwark  and  defence  of 
Slavery,  and  if  it  can  be  reduced  below  a  living,  if  not  a 
remunerative  profit,  that  American  Slavery  will  die  of  inanition. 
Thus,  with  the  philosophy  of  Chatham,  though  in  a  different 
spirit,  he  proposes  "  to  conquer  America  in  India ! "  The  views 
of  such  a  friend  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause  as  Mr.  Thompson 
has  proved  himself  to  be,  on  such  a  question  as  this,  deserve 
the  fullest  and  most  respectful  attention.  And  in  saying  this, 
we  are  sure  we  speak  the  mind  of  every  sincere  Abolitionist 

We  anticipate  a  very  great  amount  of  good  to  our  cause  from 
the  agitation  of  the  British  India  question  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  before  the  British  people.  We  believe  that  its 
agitation  and  its  successful  issue  must  have  influences  which 
cannot  be  even  guessed  at,  upon  the  condition  of  our  Slavery. 
Slavery,  however,  does  not  exist  in  the  United  States  because 
of  the  weaith  the  Slaves  produce ;  but  because  of  the  power 
which  our  Constitution  of  government  gives  to  the  masters  in 
virtue  of  their  ownership  in  them.  We  behove  every  intelli- 
gent Slaveholder  knows  that  the  wealth  of  the  Slave  States 
would  be  vastly  increased  by  emancipation.  But  by  that  act 
the  sceptre  of  political  sovereignty  would  pass  from  them. 
The  existence  of   Slavery  gives  to  the  compact  aristocracy 
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fonncd  by  it,  the  absolute  control  of  the  whole  machine  of  State, 
the  appointment  of  Presidents,  the  making  of  laws,  the  dicta- 
tion of  policy.  It  is  the  means  whereby  they  hold  the  keys  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  Nation.  When  did  an  aristocracy  ever 
resign  the  element  which  gave  them  their  power,  as  long  as 
they  could  hold  on  to  it?  The  English  aristocracy,  doubtless, 
know  that  if  the  laws  relating  to  land,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
have  in  times  past  governed  the  Nation,  and  which  still  render 
them  so  potential  in  it,  were  abrogated,  it  would  be  for  the 
general  good  of  the  people,  and  perhaps  for  their  own  wealth ; 
but  have  they  ever  been  willing,  as  a  body,  to  relinquish  any  of 
the  privileges  which  gave  them  their  poUtical  supremacy,  except 
upon  strong  compulsion  ?  Much  less  an  aristocracy  founded  on 
ownership  in  human  flesh,  and  vastly  farther  removed  from 
popular  and  political  influences,  than  the  landed  aristocracy  of 
England. 

It  is  true  that  absolute  starvation  might  bring  the  Slaveholders 
to  terms ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  because  the  culture 
of  cotton  is  the  only  profitable  way  of  employing  Slave  labor, 
now,  that  no  other  way  could  be  devised,  should  this  faiL 
There  are  other  tropical  productions  to  which  it  may  be  turned. 
The  resources  of  the  earth  are  no  more  exhausted  than  those  of 
the  human  mind.  Perhaps  a  portion  of  it  may  yet  be  used  in 
manufacturing  raw  material  to  be  imported  from  India !  Who 
knows  .^  Stranger  things  have  happened.  The  immensely 
increasing  demand  of  our  own  country,  too,  will  help  to  support 
the  system  here.  At  any  rate,  we  may  be  assured,  that  as  long 
as  the  Slaveholder  can  get  labor  enough  out  of  his  Sl^ve  to 
keep  him  alive,  he  will  cling  to  his  system.  Wealth  is  but  a 
very  secondary  consideration  with  him.  The  state  of  things  is 
widely  different  now,  from  what  it  was  at  the  point  of  time  just 
preceding  the  introduction  of  cotton.  Then  it  stood  upon  its 
own  strength.  Now,  we  have  clothed  it  with  our  own.  Then, 
it  was  a  tottering  institution,  trembling  to  its  fall.  Now,  we 
have  propped  it  up  with  the  whole  physical  and  moral  force  of 
the  whole  country.  Then,  Slavery  was  in  extremis,  and  there 
was  none  so  poor  as  to  do  her  reverence.  Now,  she  can  stand 
against  the  world,  for  we  have  placed  the  crown  of  our  Repub- 
lican sovereignty  on  her  head  and  the  sceptre  of  dominion  in 
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her  hand.  Her  attitude  is  a  very  difierent  one  now  from  what 
it  was  sixty  years  since.  East  India  cotton  will  make  one  of 
the  elements  of  her  overthrow,  we  doubt  not;  but  it  will  by  no 
means  be  the  only  one.  The  very  length  of  time  required  for 
the  successful  issue  of  that  experiment  will  give  so  sagacious 
and  wily  a  power  as  Slavery  ample  opportunity  to  provide  for 
its  own  interests. 

SCOTLAND. 

The  dealings  of  the  faithful  and  tireless  Abolitionists  of  Scot- 
land with  the  recreant  Free  Church  for  its  striking  hands  with 
men-slealers,  have  been  maintained  unflinchingly  since  we 
last  gave  an  account  of  them.  '  The  Glasgow  Emancipation 
Society,  which  Mr.  Garrison  has  well  described  as  "  an  honor 
to  Scotland;"  the  Scottish  An ti- Slavery  Society,  which  sprung 
into  existence  in  the  presence  of  that  wickedness  as  its  natural 
antagonist ;  and  other  bodies  and  individuals  have  been  instant 
in  season  and  out  of  season  in  this  just  and  necessary  work. 
Altholigh  the  Pro- Slavery  party  in  the  Free  Church  has  lost  its 
leader,  since  onr  last  Report,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Chalmers, 
whose  sectarian  complicity  with  the  Southern  men-thieves  has 
left  a  blot  upon  his  fame  which  will  endiure  as  long  as  his 
memory  lasts,  still  it3  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Slaveholding  fellow- 
ship seems  to  be  undiminished  under  the  guidance  of  its  yet 
surviving  blind  guides,  Drs.  Candlish  and  Cunningham.  We 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  however,  tliat  the  Free 
Church  is  feeling  the  efiects  of  its  crime  and  its  blunder  in  the 
diminution  of  its  influence  and  the  loss  of  public  respect  and 
confidence. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ritchie  and  ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Jefireys  distinguished 
themselves  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipa- 
tion Society,  by  the  clearness  of  statement  and  eloquence  of 
appeal  with  which  they  set  forth  the  doings  of  the  Free  Church 
in  the  matter  of  Slavery,  and  exposed  their  wickedness.  The 
Rev.  Isaac  Nelson,  of  Belfast,  who  is  honombly  remembered  as 
one  of  the  few  found  faithful  at  the  meeting  to  form  the  Alh- 
ance,  in  London,  delivered  an  Address  at  Glasgow  and  after- 
wards at  Edinburgh,  at  the  request  of  the  Free  Church  Anti- 
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Slavery  Society,  on  the  relations  of  that. Church  to  Slavery, 
and  considering  also  the  proceedings  of  the  Evangelical  Alli- 
'  ance  from  the  same  point  of  view.  This  lecture  has  since  been 
printed  in  a  cheap  form,  and  we  trust  has  had  the  wide  circu- 
lation which  it  deserves.  In  this  good  work  these  Abolitionists 
had  the  assistance  for  a  portion  of  the  year  from  our  indomitable 
fellow-laborer,  Henry  C.  Wright,  whose  labors  in  that  behalf 
never  flagged  nor  wearied  as  long  as  he  remained  upon  the  soil 

During  this  year,  also,  the  Scottish  people  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  for  themselves  a  specimen  of  a  class  of  which  they 
had  almost  doubted  the  existence,  —  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
who  publicly  justified  Slavery  on  its  merits,  as  a  humane  and 
Scriptural  institution.  This  was  the  Rev.  Alexander  Campbell, 
of  Virginia,  well-known  in  his  section  of  country,  as  the  foimder 
of  a  sect  bearing  his  own  name,  who,  in  company  with  one  like 
unto  himself,  visited  Scotland  for  the  pious  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing the  inhabitants  thereof  in  "Primitive  Christianity"  and 
"  Christian  Union."  He  displayed  his  real  character,  however, 
so  palpably,  at  the  very  outset  of  his  career  at  Edinburgh,  that 
he  was  allowed  no  peace,  thenceforward.  Wherever  he  went 
his  character  had  gone  before  him,  and  he  found  the  walls 
placarded  with  warnings  to  the  people  to  beware  of  him,  and 
champions  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  right 

The  Scottish  Abolitionists,  especially  those  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  friends  of  the  Slave  every- 
where, for  the  resolute  and  persevering  manner  in  which  they 
followed  up  and  exposed  this  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  that  had 
stolen  into  their  fold.  The  Rev.  James  Robertson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, Secretary  of  the  Scottish  Anti- Slavery  Society,  particu- 
larly distinguished  himself  by  the  diligence  and  zeal  with  which 
he  gave  himself  to  the  chase  of  this  unclean  beast.  He 
pursued  him  from  city  to  city,  and  from  all  that  appears,  seems 
to  have  fairly  hunted  him  out  of  the  country. 

We  congratulate  our  Scottish  friends  upon  the  beneficial 
results  that  must  fiow  from  their  fidelity  in  this  matter.  It  has 
been  a  "strengthening  occasion"  to  themselves  as  well  as  to 
us.  We  commend  to  their  clear  vision  all  who  go  among  them 
with  especial  pretensions  to  holiness.  The  Anti- Slavery  test  is 
an  excellent  .one  to  separate  the  gold  from  the  dross, — the 
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precious  from  the  vile.  We  entreat  of  them  not  to  be  weary  in 
well-doing ;  but  to  continue  faithful  and  fearless,  as  they  have 
ever  shown  themselves,  even  to  the  end. 

IRELAND. 

Our  friendly  relations  with  the  steadfast  Abohtionists  of  Iie- 
hind  remain  unchanged,  and  the  obligations  of  the  cause  to 
them  for  services  and  assistance  of  the  most  valuable  character 
were  never  greater,  than  during  the  last  year.  Their  clearness 
of  comprehension  of  the  state  of  things  ui  this  country,  of  the 
nature  of  the  cause,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encoun- 
ter,  is  scarcely  less  distinct  than  our  own.  They  have  made 
themselves  one  with  us,  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  we  feel 
ourselves  united  to  them  by  ties  of  no  common  strength.  They 
have  been  assiduous  as  ever  in  their  testimonies  to  Americans 
visiting  their  country,  and  have  done  their  best  to  make  it  clear 
to  all  such  that  Slaveholders  and  Pro- Slavery  men  are  not 
regarded  as  fit  company  for  Irishmen.  Out  of  the  many  faithfnl 
friends  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  these  good  works,  it  will 
not  be  invidious  to  mention  the  names  of  James  Haughton  and 
Richard  D.  Webb,  as  those  of  two  of  the  chiefest  among  them. 
They  are  not  wearied  by  the  well-doing  of  their  many  years  of 
Anti- Slavery  cooperation  with  us,  but  remain  as  fresh  in  their 
zeal  and  labors  as  in  the  beginning. 

Early  in  the  year  the  first  named  of  these  gentlemen  for- 
warded to  us  an  *'  Address  from  the  members  of  the  Cufie-Lane 
Temperance  Society  to  their  countrymen  in  America."  It  was 
brief,  but  of  singular  pith  and  moment ;  uttering,  in  glowing 
words,  their  sense  of  the  guilt  of  Slaveholding  or  Pro- Slavery 
Irishmen  in  America,  and  a  burning  expostulation  with  them  for 
their  participation  in  that  wickedness.  It  was  signed  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Spratt,  an  eminent  Catholic  divine,  who  stands  only 
second  to  Father  Matthew  in  the  afiections  and  confidence  of 
the  Teetotallers  of  Ireland,  and  by  nearly  nine  hundred  others. 
This  address  was  published  as  widely  as  our  means  permitted, 
and  was  exhibited  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at  New  York,  the 
New  England  Convention,  and  other  Anti- Slavery  assemblies, 
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to  encourage  the  hearts  of  the  beholders  by  the  sight  of  this 
proof  of  Irish  sympathy. 

The  supplies  of  food  which  were  sent  from  America  to  Ire- 
land, during  the  famine  which  afflicted  that  country,  gave  onr 
Anti- Slavery  friends  there,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
abhorrence  of  Slaveholding.  A  portion  of  these  funds  coming 
from  the  Slaveholding  States,  the  question  was  raised  in  the 
Belief  Conmiittee,  at  Dublin,  whether  they  should  be  received 
or  sent  back.  The  Committee  decided  in  favor  of  retaining 
them,  our  Anti  Slavery  friend  Richard  Allen  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive. This  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  was  con- 
demned, we  believe  unanimously,  by  the  Irish  Abolitionists,  as 
a  partaking  of  the  fruits  of  blood  and  wickedness.  Without 
entering  into  the  casuistry  of  the  point  in  ethics,  whether  the 
money  of  wicked  men  may  be  received  for  good  uses,  the  pre- 
vious conduct  of  the  Committee  in  refusing  the  proceeds  of  a 
benefit  night  at  the  Queen's  Theatre,  in  London,  rendered  them 
fairly  obnoxious  to  censure  for  criminal  inconsistency  of  conduct 
Having  made  a  distinction  between  gifts,  and  refused  the  money 
of  the  Opem- House  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
obtained,  the  receiving  of  the  Slaveholding  money  was  virtually 
an  approval  of  the  Slaveholding  character.  It  was  a  public 
declaration  that  they  considered  public  singing  and  dancing  as 
a  greater  sin  than  the  public  selling  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren by  auction.  At  any  rate,  the  public  protestation  of  the 
Dublin  Abolitionists  against  this  action,  at  a  time  when  the  land 
was  gaunt  with  famine  and  misery,  was  in  the  highest  degree 
honorable  to  their  moral  courage  and  fidelity  to  principle. 

The  last  year  has  been  marked  in  the  annals  of  Ireland,  and 
of  the  world,  by  the  death  of  the  great  O'Connell.  This  is  no 
place  to  recount  his  history  or  to  pronounce  his  eulogy.  It  is  for 
others  to  tell  of  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  great  movements  for 
the  Relief  of  his  Religion,  for  the  Reform  of  Parliament,  and 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Union.  But  to  his  earnestness  in  the 
cause  of  West  Indian  Emancipation,  his  readiness  to  denounce 
the  Colonization  Impostures  when  exposed  to  him  by  Mr.  Garri- 
son, his  indignant  contempt  for  Slaveholders  and  their  apologists, 
and  his  consistent  hatred  of  Slavery  and  readiness  to  cooperate 
with  Abolitionists,  we  may  be  permitted  to  pay  the  tribute  of 
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our  admiration  and  gratitude.  He  died  at  Genoa,  on  the  15th 
of  May,  1847,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age,  while  upon  a  pil- 
grimage to  the  metropolis  of  his  ancient  Faith,  of  which  he  was 
ever  a  zealous  votary  and  a  duteous  son.  But  his  frame  was 
too  much  shattered  by  his  toils  and  sufferings  to  permit  him  to 
reach  the  presence  of  the  Head  of  his  Church.  Few  men  have 
left  behind  them  a  more  famous  name,  or  one  that  excites  more 
opposite  emotions  in  the  hearers'  minds.  No  man  of  his  time 
was  better  hated  and  better  loved  than  he.  No  man's  character 
was  submitted  to  such  opposite  constructions.  But  when  the 
evil  and  the  good  that  he  has  left  behind  him  shall  be  pondered 
in  the  impartial  balance  of  posterity,  we  believe  that  his  servi- 
ces in  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  his  recognition  of 
moral  power  and  the  renunciation  of  violence  and  bloodshed  of 
his  later  years,  will  be  found  to  outweigh  his  errors,  and  that  he 
will  be  recognized  as  among  the  foremost  of  the  friends  of 
mankind. 

It  would  be  ungrateful,  before  we  leave  the  subject  of  our 
obligations  to  Ireland  and  Irishmen,  not  to  record  the  pleasure 
and  advantage  which  the  Abolitionists  of  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic have  enjoyed  from  the  perusal  of  the  Journal  of  Major 
John  B.  Colthurst,  of  Dripsey  Castle,  while  acting  as  Special 
Magistrate,  under  the  Apprenticeship  Law,  in  the  Island  of 
Barbadoes.  This  work,  which  contains  the  best  account  we 
have  ever  yet  seen  of  the  transition  state  of  the  West  India 
Islands  and  of  the  workings  of  the  Apprenticeship  System,  was 
entrusted  by  its  author  to  Mr.  Grarrison,  at  the  time  of  his  visit 
to  the  British  Islands,  in  the  year  1846,  and  has  been  for  several 
months  in  the  course  of  publication  in  the  Liberator.  It  has 
excited  much  attention  and  interest,  and  we  hope  yet  to  see 
it  in  a  more  permanent  form.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  held  on  the  5th  of  October,  1847,  the  Mayor  of 
Cork  in  the  Chair,  an  Address  was  voted,  and  presented  by  a 
deputation,  to  this  gentleman  in  acknowledgment  to  his  services 
at  that  period  of  his  life,  expressing  their  abhorrence  of  the 
iniquity  of  the  West  India  Immigration  Scheme,  and  their 
sense  of  his  interest  in  the  American  Anti- Slavery  movement, 
as  evinced  by  the  furnishing  of  his  journal  for  publication.  To 
this  Address  Major  Colthurst  made  an  appropriate  reply,  con- 
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taining  testimony  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  Apprenticeship, 
Immigration,  Compensation,  &c.,  to  which  his  experience  and 
observation,  as  well  as  his  personal  character,  give  the  highest 
value. 

FREDERICK    DOUGLASS. 

Since  our  last  Report  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  welcom* 
ing  back  to  the  scene  of  his  earlier  labors  our  friend  and  fellow- 
laborer,  Frederick  Douglass,  after  an  Anti- Slavery  residence  in 
the  British  Islands  of  nearly  two  years.  We  have  expressed 
in  former  Reports  our  sense  of  his  eminent  services  to  our 
cause,  while  thus  occupied.  He  has  left  a  deep  impression 
upon  the  pubhc  mind  of  those  countries  by  his  public  and 
private  eflbrts  for  the  promotion  of  the  Aboliiion  of  American 
Slavery.  |lis  condition  as  a  fugitive  Slave,  and  the  fame  that 
went  before  him,  attracted  a  degree  of  attention  and  of  expecta- 
tion, which  his  talent,  eloquence,  and  private  excellence,  more 
than  answered  and  gratified.  His  public  labors  were  con- 
tinued in  various  parts  of  the  country  up  to  the  time  of  his 
departure,  and  with  an  increasing  general  interest  in  him 
and  them.  On  the  evening  of  the  30lh  of  March,  a  farewell 
sairie  was  given  to  Mr.  Douglass,  in  London,  at  the  London 
Tavern,  at  which  Mr.  Thompson  presided,  and  at  which  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  persons  connected  with  the  Anti- 
Slavery  movement  assisted.  On  .  this  festive  occasion  Mr. 
Douglass  took  his  leave  of  his  friends  and  of  Great  Britain,  in 
a  speech  replete  with  sensibility  and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Douglass  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  to  sail  for  Boston  in  the 
Cambria,  on  the  4th  of  April,  in  which  steamer  he  had  engaged 
and  paid  for  a  cabin  passage.  Almost  at  the  moment  of  saihng, 
however,  he  was  informed  that  his  berth  was  given  to  another, 
and  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  vessel 
except  on  condition  of  exclusion  from  an  equality  of  privileges 
with  the  other  passengers.  Mr.  Douglass  was  compelled  by  the 
shortness  of  time  for  consultation  and  consideration  to  submit 
to  these  terms ;  although  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  could  have 
recovered  exemplary  damages  of  the  Company  had  he  been 
able  and  disposed  to  remain  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  a 
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suit  at  law.  He  addressed  a  letter,  however,  stating  the  facts 
to  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  which  called  forth  a  loud  and  une- 
quivocal hurst  of  indignation  from  almost  every  press  in  Great 
Britain,  from  the  London  Times,  downwards.  The  effect  of 
this  expression  of  opinion  was  a  public  communication  from  Mr. 
Cunard,  himself,  disclaiming  the  proceedings  of  his  agents,  and 
pledging  himself  that  a  like  occurrence  should  never  happen 
again.  The  captain  of  the  Cambria  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  make  Mr.  Douglass's  passage  agreeable,  resigning  his 
own  stateroom  for  his  accommodation,  and  he  met  with  much 
attention  from  many  of  his  fellow-passengers.  But  this  was, 
after  all,  only  gilding  the  chains  which  the  Company's  agents 
had  fastened  upon  his  limbs,  in  compliance  with  the  base  and 
cruel  prejudice  of  their  American  customers. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  joyfully  welcomed  by  his  many  friends  in 
this  country  upon  his  arrival.  On  the  23d  of  April,  a  Reception 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  Lyceum  Hall,  in  Lynn,  his  pla^  of 
residence  at  that  time,  which  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Garri- 
son and  Buffum,  as  well  as  by  Mr.. Douglass.  On  the  evening 
of  May  3d,  a  great  Meeting  of  Welcome  was  held  in  the  Bel- 
knap Street  Church,  which  gave  Mr.  Douglass  an  enthusiastic 
reception.  It  was  addressed  by  the  chairman,  —  Mr.  Nell,  Mr. 
Garrison,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips,  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
and  had  the  greatest  possible  success.  Subsequently,  at  the 
time  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Auti- Slavery  So- 
ciety, at  New  York,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  colored  people 
held  for  the  same  purpose,  which  was  in  the  highest  degree 
animated  and  enthusiastic. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  not  permitted  to  leave  England  without 
substantial  proofs  of  the  regard  of  his  English  friends.  The 
circumstance  that  he  was  still,  in  the  eye  of  American  law,  a 
Slave  for  whom  there  was  no  city  of  refuge  on  the  American 
soil,  suggested  to  some  of  them  the  fitness  of  their  sueing  out 
his  patent  of  American  citizenship,  by  paying  the  price  of  his 
head.  A  negotiation  was  accordingly  entered  into  with  his 
owner,  and  he  was  redeemed  from  liis  captivity.  This  trans- 
action has  raised  questions,  both  as  to  its  propriety  and  expe- 
diency, among  the  best  friends  of  Mr.  Douglass,  and  of  the 
Slave,  into  which  we  do  not  propose  to  enter.  But  no  one  can 
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question  the  benevolent  spirit  which  prompted  this  measure  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Abolitionists.  Besides  this  instance  of 
their  liberality,  however,  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  nearly 
£500,  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  press  and 
types  to  enable  Mr.  Douglass  to  establish  a  newspaper,  as  the 
organ  of  the  colored  people.  Upon  consultation  with  his  friends 
here,  however,  he  decided  on  abandoning,  or  postponing,  this 
plan;  and  the  amount  contributed,  was  remitted  in  money. 
But  on  accompanying  Mr.  Garrison  in  his  tour  to  Ohio,  of  which 
we  shall  presently  speak,  he  found  a  state  of  things  existing 
which  seemed  to  him  to  warrant  the  experiment.  He  has, 
accordingly,  established  himself  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  com- 
menced the  publication  of  the  North  Star,  with  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year. 

Although  it  is  a  question  upon  which  his  friends  will  con- 
tinue to  entertain  different  opinions,  whether  or  not  this  is  the 
way  in  which  the  great  talents  of  Mr.  Douglass  may  be  best 
exerted  for  the  redemption  of  the  Slave;  still  it  can  be  no 
question  whether  a  newspaper  conducted  with  the  ability  whidt 
will  be  sure  to  mark  the  North  Star,  and  informed  by  the  un- 
compromising spirit  of  hostility  to  Pro- Slavery,  in  Church  and 
in  State,  whether  it  assume  the  name  and  shape  of  Anti- 
Slavery,  or  appear  in  its  own  proper  garb,  can  fail  to  be  a 
potent  instrumentality  for  good.  His  services  must  be  great 
and  important,  be  they  rendered  in  what  shape  they  may,  and 
his  influence  cannot  but  be  widely  felt,  let  it  be  put  forth  in 
whatever  direction  he  may  think  best.  We  shall  heartily 
regret,  in  common  with  all  his  other  personal  and  Anti- Slavery 
friends,  in  New  England,  his  removal  to  so  great  a  distance. 
But  we  shall  endeavor  to  check  whatever  is  selfish  in  this 
feeling,  by  the  recollection  that  the  field  of  such  a  reaper  is  the 
world,  and  that,  be  he  where  he  may,  he  must  needs  find,  or 
make  a  harvest  He  will  be  followed  to  his  new  home,  and  his 
new  sphere  of  usefulness,  by  the  ardent  good  wishes  and  the 
confident  hopes  of  his  many  friends,  in  this  his  first  home  of 
freedom.  We  believe  that  they  will  all  be  glad  to  do  what  they 
may  to  further  his  plans,  and  to  make  them  as  successful  as  he 
can  desire.  It  will  ever  rejoice  their  hearts  to  hear  of  his  use- 
fulness and  prosperity.     And  it  will  be  their  unanimous  wish 
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and  hope  that  this  change  of  abode  and  variation  of  pursuit, 
may  be  in  the  highest  degree  conducive  to  the  one  and  to  the 
other. 

ANNUAL   MEETING    OP   THE    AMERICAN    ANTI-SLAVERY   SOCIETY. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  National  Society  was  held  at  New 
York,  in  the  Tabernacle,  on  Tuesday,  May  11,  Mr.  Garrison, 
the  President,  in  the  chair.  The  audience  was  unusually  large 
and  exceedingly  attentive.  It  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr. 
Wendell  Phillips  and  Mr.  Douglass,  whose  reception  was 
gratifying  in  the  highest  degree.  Mr.  Garrison  introduced  Mr. 
Douglass  in  a  speech  which  told  of  the  difference  between  the 
treatment  he  had  received  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
that  which  awaited  him  on  these  shores.  The  speeches  of 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Douglass  were  of  the  very  highest  order  of 
their  respective  styles  of  oratory,  and  were  greatly  effective. 

The  business  meetings  were  held  at  the  Apollo  Booms,  and 
continued  through  the  usual  three  days.  The  attendance  was 
unusually  large,  and  the  spirit  and  zeal  evinced  of  the  most  en- 
couraging nature.  The  principles  of  the  Society  were  reaffirm- 
ed, its  position  as  to  State  and  Church  defined  anew,  the 
principal  events  of  the  previous  year  briefly  characterized,  spu- 
rious Abolitionism  exposed,  our  obligations  to  the  living  and  the 
dead  of  other  lands  recognized,  and  the  whole  Anti- Slavery 
field  brought  within  the  range  of  its  action.  Plans  of  operations 
were  discussed,  and  funds  raised  and  pledged  to  carry  them  into 
effect  Evening  meetings  were,  for  the  first  time,  held,  and 
with  the  best  effect.  An  occasional  interruption,  through  the 
tact  and  courtesy  of  the  meeting  and  its  officers,  was  made  only 
to  increase  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  Friends  were  present* 
from  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  among  whom  we  were  rejoiced 
to  greet  the  Rev.  James  W.  Walker,  of  Ohio,  whose  abandon- 
ment of  the  Third  Parly,  and  his  fidelity  in  his  ecclesiastical 
relations,  had  prepared  us  to  honor  him.  The  meeting  was 
admitted  to  be,  on  all  hands,  one  of  the  most  spirited  and 
animating  that  we  have  ever  held. 
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THE    NEW   ENGLAND    CONVENTION. 

The  last  Convention,  which  bears  the  name  of  New  Eng- 
land, but  which  is  in  fact  one  of  the  truest  An ti- Slavery  spirits 
of  the  whole  country,  was  no  whit  behind  any  of  its  prede- 
cessors in  any  good  words  or  works.  It  occurs  during  a  week 
of  anniversaries,  every  hour  of  which  is  filled  up  with  those  of 
various  sectarian  bodies  and  benevolent  associations ;  yet  there 
is  none  of  them,  nor  all  of  them  put  together,  that  excites  so 
much  interest  and  conversation,  as  the  sessions  of  the  New 
England  Convention.  A  better  one  was  never  held,  as  far  as 
its  numbers  and  character,  and  the  quality  of  the  speaking  were 
concerned,  than  this.  It  was  held  in  the  Hall  formerly  the 
Marlboro*  Chapel,  but  recently  occupied  by  the  Chinese  Museum, 
which,  though  spacious  in  its  accommodations,  was  uncomfort- 
able to  the  audience,  and  diflBcult  for  the  speakers,  owing  to  its 
dismantled  condition.  Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages, 
the  hall  was  thronged  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  speaking 
could  hardly  have  been  better  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. Besides  Messrs.  Garrison,  Phillips,  Eemond, 
Pillsbury,  Foster,  W.  H.  Channing,  Theodore  Parker,  Stetson 
and  others  of  the  speakers  to  whose  words  we  are  accustomed 
to  listen,  we  were  for  the  first  time  in  this  Convention,  cheered 
by  the  voices  of  Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott,  of  Philadelphia,  of  Mrs. 
Jane  Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  William  W.  Brown,  (a 
fugitive  Slave,)  recently  of  New  York.  The  effect  upon  the 
great  numbers  that,  at  various  times,  were  present,  must  have 
been  of  an  arousing  and  suggestive  nature. 

The  Convention  was  made  especially  rememberable  to  those 
*who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  these  assemblies  in 
former  years,  by  its  being  the  last  time  in  which  we  looked 
upon  the  venerable  presence  and  listened  to  the  honored  voice 
of  Seth  Spragoe.  This  Anti- Slavery  patriarch  availed  himself 
of  this  last  interview  with  the  friends  with  whom  he  had  acted 
for  so  many  years,  to  express  his  entire  consent  to  the  doctrine 
of  "  No  Union  with  Slaveholders,"  which  he  had  never  done 
before  in  its  fullest  extent.  His  last  words  were  words  of 
blessing  and  encouragement.  He  went  from  tliis  assembly  to 
his  death-bed,  leaving  a  precious  memory  behind  him. 
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The  evening  sessions  of  the  Convention  were  not  without 
the  testimony  to  the  popular  idea  of  the  rights  of  Abolitionists, 
that  is  borne  by  Pro- Slavery  disturbance.  Riotous  demonstra- 
tions were  made  upon  the  two  last  evenings  of  the  Convention, 
which,  to  some  extent,  interrupted  the  proceedings.  They  were 
overborne,  however,  by  the  patience  of  the  audience  and  the 
power  of  the  speakers.  In  despite  of  the  rioters,  the  severest 
things  that  could  be  said  on  Church  and  State,  by  Mr.  Eemond 
and  Mr.  Pillsbury,  were  heard,  and  Mr.  Phillips  closed  the  last 
evening,  as  he  had  done  the  previous  one,  with  a  speech  which 
was  heard  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  gave  a  golden 
conclusion  to  the  whole  matter. 

The  chief  drawback  upon  the  satisfactions  of  the  Convention 
was  the  absence  of  Frederick  Douglass,  whom  multitudes  were 
anxiously  expecting  to  hear  on  this  occasion,  for  the  first  time 
since  his  return  home.  He  had  been  elected  President  of  the 
Convention,  but  was  unable  to  take  his  seat,  or  indeed  to  attend 
any  of  the  sessions,  being  confined  to  his  house  by  severe  ill- 
ness. His  presence  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  have  made 
the  occasion  one  of  unquaHfied  satisfaction  to  all  in  attendance. 

ANTI-SLAVERY    OPERATIONS. 

During  the  first  part  of  this  year  the  operations  in  this  State 
were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Loring  Moody,  our  General 
Agent,  besides  whose  own  services  we  had  those  of  Messrs. 
Stephen  S.  Foster,  Parker  Pillsbury,  and  Addison  Davis,  by 
whom  meetings  were  held  and  Conventions  attended,  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  and  with  excellent  efiect  Shortly  before 
the  New  England  Convention,  Messrs.  Joseph  C.  Hathaway, 
Charles  L.  Remond,  and  William  W.  Brown  came  into  the 
State,  and  we  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  the  services  of  the  two 
former  gentlemen  until  they  were  removed  to  Western  New 
York,  and  of  the  latter  throughout  the  year.  The  labors  of  Mr. 
Brown  have  been  eminently  acceptable  and  useful,  wherever 
they  have  been  exerted. 

Mr.  Moody  having  resigned  his  post  as  General  Agent  shortly 
before  the  New  England  Convention,  and  the  Board  sub- 
sequently finding  that  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  May,  of 
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Leicester,  could  be  secured  for  that  duty,  he  received  the 
appointment  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  month  of  June. 
The  services  of  this  gentleman  have  been  of  a  very  various  and 
valuable  description.  The  abihty,  industry  and  thorough  fidel- 
ity and  devotion  to  the  cause,  which  had  always  marked  his  cha- 
racter, and  which  had  made  us  desirous  of  securing  his  assistance 
in  this  capacity,  have  been  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  office 
in  a  manner  to  secure  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  to  do.  He  has  conducted  our  operations  with 
efficiency  and  economy,  end  made  our  small  supplies  of  men 
and  money  go  as  far  as  they  possibly  could.  We  trust  that  we 
may  long  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  services.  We  have  been 
fortunate  enough,  too,  to  retain  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Moody, 
who  has  acted  for  the  chief  of  the  time  since  he  relinquished 
the  General  Agency,  as  a  financial  Agent,  with  assiduity  and 
success. 

Mr.  May  and  our  other  agents  have  been  almost  continually 
in  the  field,  lecturing,  holding  serial  meetings,  attending  Con- 
ventions and  meetings  of  County  Societies,  procuring  subscribers 
to  Anti- Slavery  papers,  selling  An li- Slavery  publications,  collect- 
ing money,  and  otherwise  laboring  in  their  vocation.  In  these 
labors  they  have  had  the  occasional  assistance  of  Messrs.  Garri- 
son, Phillips,  Quincy,  Buffum,  Increase  S.  Smith,  Bhss,  Watson, 
(a  fugitive  from  Slavery,)  and  other  volunteers.  Mr.  PiUsbury 
has  been  in  the  field,  with  great  success,  during  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  year,  and  Mr  Douglass  and  Mr.  Foster  for  portions  of  it 
The  amount  of  Anti- Slavery  work  done,  considering  the  means 
at  our  disposal,  we  believe  will  compare  favorably  with  the  result 
of  any  former  year. 

Early  in  the  summer  President  Polk  visited  Boston,  upon  a  tour 
to  the  Eastern  States.  We  felt  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  us  as 
your  representatives,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Slaves,  to 
make  the  same  demand  of  him  that  we  had  addressed  to  his 
predecessor,  John  Tyler,  on  the  occasion  of  his  Bunker's  Hill 
visit, —  that  he  should  emancipate  his  Slaves!  Accordingly, 
an  Address  was  prepared  by  our  direction,  by  Mr.  Garrison,  to 
this  effect,  brief,  cogent  and  impressive,  and  proper  measures 
were  taken  to  obtain  an  opportuuity  of  presenting  it  to  him. 
We  hardly  need  say  that  no  such  opportunity  was  afibrded  us. 
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Bat  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  letter  requesting  the  interview, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Address,  reached  his  hands ;  —  so  that, 
substantially,  our  purpose  was  answered,  as  well  as  our  duty 
done. 

Tov^ards  the  dose  of  the  year,  we  prepared  a  Memorial  to 
the  Legislature,  requesting  that  body  "immediately  to  call  a 
Convention  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  determine 
-what  measures  shall  be  taken  for  protecting  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties, and  for  a  peaceful  SECESSION  FROM  THE  AMERI- 
CAN UNION,'*  for  sundry  reasons*  immediately  following. 
This  memorial  we  have  scattered  widely  through  the  State,  ac- 
companied by  a  circular,  urging  upon  those  to  whom  they  were 
sent,  to  procure  as  many  signatures  as  possible  in  their  neighbor- 
hoods, for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  General  Court,  at 
its  present  session.  In  .this  work  we  earnestly  ask  your  active 
cooperation.  We  believe  that  a  great  number  of  names  can  be 
obtained  to  these  petitions,  sufficient  to  secure  a  respectful  con- 
sideration of  them  in  the  legislatiure,  and  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  country  to  the  subject.  We  trust  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
in  despatching  this  urgent  and  necessary  work. 

In  other  parts  of  the  country  the  Anti- Slavery  agitation  has 
been  kept  alive  by  the  well-tried  instrumentalities  of  the  press 
and  the  voice.  The  National  Anti- Slavery  Standard  has  main- 
tained the  high  character  for  ability,  thoroughness  and  literary 
excellence  which  its  present  editor  has  impressed  upon  it,  since 
he  has  had  it  under  his  charge.  The  Pennsylvania  Freeman, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylva- 
nian  Anti- Slavery  Society,  and  the  Anti- Slavery  Bugle,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  have  maintained  their  hold  upon 
the  confidence  of  the  Abolitionists  of  their  several  States  and  of 
the  country  at  large.  In  New  York  the  American  Society  main- 
tained an  agency  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hathaway,  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  subscribers  to  the  Standard,  from  early  in 
the  summer  until  the  close  of  the  year.  Besides  Mr.  Hathaway, 
Messrs.  Remond,  Hudson,  Lewis  Hayden,  Nelson  Bostwick, 
Stebbins,  J.  C.  HoUey  have  been  employed  in  that  £eld.  Dr.  Hud- 
son and  Mr.  Hayden  are  still  engaged  in  this  portion  of  the  country, 
upon  the  same  mission,  and  we  believe  with  encouraging  success. 
In  Pennsylvania  the  Messrs.  Buileigh,  assisted  occasionally  by 
Mrs.  Mott  and  other  friends,  and  in  Ohio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones, 
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Messrs.  Brooke,  Bassett,  J.  W.  Walker,  H.  W.  Curtis,  V. 
Nicholson,  N.  Selby  and  others,  have  borne  up  the  testimony  of 
the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society /)f  "  No  Union  with  Slave- 
holders ! "  The  fight  has  been  well  fought,  and  the  faith  well 
maintained,  as  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  wherever  the 
true  cross  has  been  assumed  and  the  true  faith  received.  We 
believe  that  the  genuine  Anti- Slavery  Movement  never  occu- 
pied firmer  or  higher  ground  than  it  does  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  year.  May  its  close  bear  witness  to  a  loftier  position, 
won  by  a  purer  consecration  of  our  lives  and  labors  to  the  Great 
Principle  and  Purpose  which  binds  us  together  I 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Last  spring,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  collected  in  a  pamphlet  the 
papers  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  Standard,  in  reply  to  the 
work  of  Mr.  Lysander  Spooner  upon  the  Unconstitutionality  of 
Slavery.  The  ingenious  sophistry  of  Mr.  Spooner  was  of  no 
consequence,  excepting  in  as  far  as  it  was  made  the  means  of 
blinding  the  eyes  of  persons  unaccustomed  to  the  construction 
of  laws,  and  of  reconciling  them  to  give  their  support  to  the 
chief  political  bulwark  of  Slavery,  under  the  delusive  idea  that 
it  might  be  made  an  instrument  of  its  destruction.  It  is  no  easy 
task  to  prove  an  axiom,  and  that  which  Mr.  Phillips  had  under- 
taken was  little  less  than  this.  It  was  like  endeavoring  to  re- 
fute an  antagonist  who  should  maintain  that  there  is  no  regal  or 
aristocratic  element  in  the  British  Constitution.  Mr.  Phillips, 
however,  performed  his  task  with  great  acuteness,  learning  and 
wit,  which  must  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  work  ever  being 
done  again.  He  published  this  edition  of  five  thousand  copies, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  it  to  the  American  and  Mas- 
sachusetts Anti-  Slavery  Societies.  The  demand  for  the  work  in 
Ohio  and  New  York,  the  chief  fields  of  the  late  Liberty  Party, 
has,  we  believe,  nearly  exhausted  the  edition.  But  the  aban- 
donment of  the  doctrine  of  the  Anti- Slavery  character  of  the 
Constitution,  by  the  Convention  at  Buffalo,  which  virtually  dis- 
solved it  by  adopting  the  nomination  of  the  Independent 
Democrats,  having  removed  the  bane,  has  done  away  with  the 
necessity  of  the  antidote.  Another  edition  will  not,  therefore 
be  published  at  present 
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Later  in  the  year,  William  W.  Brown  published  the  Narrative 
of  his  Life,  while  in  Slavery  and  since  his  escape.  His  story 
was  deeply  interesting  and  well  told.  It  was  of  a  nature  to 
arouse  attention  to  the  character  of  the  system  under  which  he 
had  suffered,  and  to  excite  a  yet  stronger  detestation  of  it  It  has 
been  an  instrumentality  of  great  good  to  the  cause  to  which  the 
author  has  Jevoted  himself,  his  experience  and  his  talents.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  the  first  edition  having  been  exhausted 
in  a  few  months,  Mr.  Brown  has  issued  a  new  and  enlarged  edi- 
tion of  his  Narrative,  with  an  Appendix.  We  commend  it  to  all 
Abolitionists  as  a  most  effectual  medium  for  the  dissemination  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  Slavery  among  the  people. 

FOURTH  OP  JULY  AND  FIRST  OF  AUGUST. 

The  holiday  afforded  by  the  Fourth  of  July,  was  devoted  to  a 
better  purpose  than  the  exaggeration  of  our  National  character 
and  pretensions,  by  the  members  of  this  Society.  An  Anti- 
Slavery  pic-nic  was  held,  under  the  auspices  of  this  Board,  in  a 
beautiful  grove  in  Waltham,  and  attended  by  large  numbers 
from  the  city  and  surrounding  country.  The  weather  was 
delightfully  propitious.  The  audience  was  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Garrison,  W.  I.  Bowditch,  Buffum,  White,  Weiss,  Stetson,  W. 
H.  Channing,  Brown,  and  other  gentlemen.  A  voluntary  choir 
increased  the  interest  and  effect  of  the  occasion  by  their  Anti- 
Slavery  songs.  The  success  of  the  occasion  was  entire.  The 
day  was  also  appropriately  observed  at  Plymouth,  Princeton,  and 
other  places. 

The  Pirst  of  August,  however,  has  long  since  succeeded  to 
the  place  of  the  Fourth  of  July  in  the  regard  of  all  lovers  of 
impartial  liberty,  as  the  true  jubilee  of  Freedom.  The  First 
occurring  on  Sunday,  arrangements  were  made  by  us  for  holding 
an  open  air  meeting  in  Tenean  Grove,  in  Dorchester,  on  the  day 
preceding.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  proved  most  unpropitious, 
and  compelled  the  meeting  to  hold  its  sessions  in  the  vestry  of  a 
neighboring  church,  besides  curtailing  it  of  its  fair  proportions.  *A 
goodly  and  increasing  audience  assembled,  however,  which  was 
addressed  by  Messrs.  May,  Brown,  Buffum,  Quincy,  Pillsbury, 
Garrison,  Bowditch,  Moody,  and  others  In  the  a(\emoon,  the 
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numbers  assembled,  and  the  improved  state  of  the  weather, 
rendered  an  adjournment  to  the  grove  convenient,  as  well  as 
possible,  and  the  meeting  terminated  in  the  most  prosperous 
manner. 

The  day  was  also  duly  celebrated  at  Worcester  and  at  New 
Bedford,  on  Sunday;  and  on  Monday  the  colored  citizens  of 
Boston  evincfed  their  joyful  sense  of  the  event  of  which  it  was 
the  Anniversary,  by  a  procession  through  the  city,  and. a  dinner 
in  a  neighboring  town.  The  respectability  of  the  appearance  of 
the  procession  excited  general  remark  on  the  part  of  all  specta- 
tors, and  the  entire  respect  which  was  paid  to  it  by  tlie  crowded 
streets,  so  different  from  the  disgraceful  demonstrations  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  was  a  proof  that  if  the  modern  aboli- 
tion movement  has  done  nothing  else,  it  has  improved  the  con- 
dition of  the  free  man  of  color  among  ourselves. 

ME.    garrison's    visit   TO    THE    WEST. 

The  last  year  was  made  a  memorable  one  to  the  Abolition- 
ists of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  by  a  brief  visit  of  Mr.  Garrison, 
which  was  well  filled  with  Anti-  Slavery  labor,  as  long  as  he 
continued  in  those  States.  We  regret  that  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  do  more  than  indicate  the  line  of  his  meetings,  without  going 
into  the  details  of  their  triumphant  success.  Immediately  after 
the  meeting  on  the  fiist  of  August,  Mr.  Garrison  proceeded  to 
Norristown,  Pa.,  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Anti- Slavery  Society.  This  meeting  lasted  three 
days  and  was  attended  by  great  throngs  of  people.  The  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Douglass  helped  to  swell  the  interest  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  occasion.  Thence  Mr.  Grarrison,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Douglass,  proceeded  to  Hanisburg,  the  capital  of 
the  State,  the  inhabitants  of  which  distinguished  themselves  by 
a  mob,  which  broke  up  the  meeting  in  a  riotous  and  disgraceful 
manner.  At  Pittsburg,  however,  he  met  with  the  warmest  of 
welcomes,  and  his  meetings  were  brilliantly  successful.  From 
Pittsburgh  Mr.  Garrison  and  his  companion  proceeded  to  New 
Lyme,  Ohio,  where  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  American 
Anti- Slavery  Society  was  held.  This  anniversary  was  greatly 
successful,  many  persons  having  travelled  himdreds  of  miles  to 
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attend  it,  and  to  see  the  face  and  hear  the  voice  of  which  they 
had  heard  so  much.  Meetings  were  subsequently  held  at 
Painesville,  Munson,  Twinsburg,  Oberlin,  Massillon,  Leesburg, 
New  Lisbon,  Warren,  Ravenna,  Cleveland,  and  other  places. 
These  meetings  were  of  the  most  exciting  and  animated  cha- 
racter. Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  collected  to  hear  the 
words  of  Anti- Slavery  Truth  from  the  lips  of  the  Pioneer  of  the 
Anti-  Slavery  Movement  A  degree  of  enthusiasm  was  evinced 
almost  unknown  in  these  more  phlegmatic  regions,  and  an 
amount  of  good  must  have  been  done,  incalculable  in  extent 
and  degree.  Besides  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Douglass,  Mr.  Garri- 
son derived  great  help  from  that  of  Samuel  Brooke,  Br.  Eich- 
mond,  Dr.  Peck,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  many  other  eloquent  and 
efficient  friends. 

The  last  meeting  in  Ohio  was  held  at  Cleveland,  on  the  11th 
and  12th  of  September,  and  was  a  fitting  termination  to  the 
brilliant  series.  But  it  was  also,  unfortunately,  the  conclusion 
of  Mr.  Garrison's  services  in  the  field,  for  that  season.  Such  a 
number  of  public  meetings,  held  at  considerable  distances  from 
each  other,  of  so  exciting  and  fatiguing  a  character,  with  all  the 
exposures  incidental  to  travel  and  open-air  meetings,  combined 
to  terminate  his  career  suddenly,  by  a  very  severe  and  alarming 
illness.  By  this  disorder  he  was  confined  at  Cleveland  until 
the  21st  of  October,  when  he  set  out  on  his  homeward  journey, 
in  comply  with  Henry  C.  Wright,  who  had  most  kindly  joined 
him,  upon  hearing  of  his  dangerous  condition.  He  arrived  at 
home  on  the  28th,  but  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  from  his 
prostrating  disease  to  resume  his  public  duties  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year.  We  have  to  acknowledge,  on  behalf 
of  the  Cause,  the  deep  obligations  to  wliich  the  Abohtionists  of 
this  country  and  of  the  world  are  placed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones, 
of  Cleveland,  for  the  fraternal  hospitahty  and  attentions  he  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  Garrison,  while  his  guest ;  to  Mr.  Brooke,  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Foster,  and  the  multitude  of  kind  friends  besides, 
in  Cleveland,  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  promote  his  comfort 
and  his  recovery.  We  regard  them  as  deserving  of  more  than 
a  private  and  particular  gratitude.  Their  ministrations  were 
services  of  the  highest  nature  rendered  to  the  Cause  itself 
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RETURN    OF   HENRY    C.    WRIGHT. 

The  last  year  has  been  marked  in  our  Anti- Slavery  Annals 
by  the  return  to  his  native  land  of  Henry  C.  Wright,  after  an 
absence  of  five  years.  He  took  leave  of  his  multitudes  of  friends 
in  the  British  Islands  in  a  most  interesting  and  touching  letter 
addressed  to  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society,  and  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  the  19th  of  August,  arriving  at  Boston  early 
in  September.  The  years  he  spent  abroad  were  well  be- 
stowed for  the  promotion  of  the  various  great  movements  for  the 
amelioration  of  human  condition  to  which  he  has  devoted  his 
life.  The  agitation  which  is  shaking  the  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land, arising  from  the  taint  of  the  blood-money,  is  largely  due  to 
his  uncompromising  and  faithful  testimonies  and  labors.  The 
Anti- Slavery  flame  was  perpetually  fanned  and  fed  by  his 
words  and  works,  and  the  hearts  and  hands  of  our  many  friends 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  encouraged  and  strengthened  by 
his  intelligent  zeal  and  perfect  mastership  of  the  subject.  The 
great  doctrine  of  the  Treatment  of  Enemies,  demanded  by  the 
highest  Morality  and  the  truest  Expediency,  also  received  a 
wider  attention  and  a  deeper  consideration  than  had  ever  before 
been  given  to  it.  The  Cause  of  Temperance,  too,  found  in  him 
a  constant  and  consistent  champion. 

But  the  World  is  the  field  of  an  expansive  nature  like  that  of 
Mr.  Wright,  and  he  will  be  welcomed  back  to  this  portion  of  it 
by  all  who  desire  to  see  it  fruitful  of  good  things.  A  sturdy 
husbandman,  like  him,  can  never  find  himself  where  work  is 
not  to  be  done.  And  surely,  there  is  nowhere  that  needs  the 
tilth  and  husbandiy  of  the  most  stalwart  laborers  more  than  this 
corner  of  the  Vineyard.  It  was  this  view  of  things  that  made 
his  many  friends  and  admirers  in  the  Old  World  willing,  though 
sad,  to  give  him  the  God-speed  when  he  turned  his  face  to- 
wards his  native  land.  He  had  done  them  good  service,  but 
they  saw  that  there  were  others  in  at  least  equal  need  with 
themselves,  crying  to  him,  "Come  over  and  help  us!"  His 
presence  with  us,  after  his  abode  with  them,  will  make  another 
link  in  the  silver  chain  that  binds  the  Abolitionists  of  the  two 
hemispheres  together,  and  makes  them  of  one  mind  and  of  one 
heart 
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The  past  year  has  been  fraught,  as  has  every  one  that  ha& 
preceded  it  in  its  flight,  with  proofs  that  one  main  purpose  of 
our  national  existence  is  the  protection  of  Slavery.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  speaks  the  words  which  she 
has  put  into  his  mouth.  The  Massachusetts  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  St.  James  applies  his  best  energies  to  the  relief  of  the 
Tobacco  Interest  The  President  calls  upon  Congress  to  com- 
pensate Ruiz  and  Montez  for  the  loss  they  had  suflered  through 
the  successful  rising  of  their  African  victims,  which  even  a 
Slaveholding  United  States  Bench  had  pronounced  justifiable. 
And  that  np  public  evidence  of  our  National  infamy  might  be 
"wanting,  but  that  we  might  be  condemned  of  all  nations  out  of 
our  own  mouths,  the  Washington  "  Union,"  the  Organ  of  the 
Administration,  of  July  3d,  contained  an  advertisement,  oflering 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  13th  of  July  instant,  the 
following  property,  viz. 

'*  One  Negro  Woman,  named  Elizabeth,  about  the  age  of 
sixty  years ;  and  one  Negro  Girl,  named  Caroline,  about  the  age 
of  twenty  years, — seized  and  levied  upon  as  the  property  of 
Henry  Miller,  and  sold  to  satisfy  Jndicials,  No.  22,  October  term, 
1847,  in  favor  of  the  Post  Master  General;  also,  Jndicials,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  and  4,  to  June  term,  1847,  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
and  against  said  Henry  Miller. 

ALEXANDER  HUNTER, 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia'* 

The  sale  took  place,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  were  placed 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  American  People !  The  time  of  this 
transaction  was  well  chosen.  The  announcement  appeared  on 
the  eve  of  the  great  Feast  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  sale  was  consummated  while  the  atmosphere  yet  reek- 
ed with  the  fulsome  breath  of  patriotic  omtors  bragging  of 
Liberty  and  Equal  Rights !  Are  we  not,  indeed,  a  nation  of 
Slaveholders,  and  is  there  any  immunity  to  be  purchased  for 
any  of  us  except  by  the  cancelling  of  the  bond  sealed  with 
our  brother's  blood  ? 

The  Judicial  Authorities  of  the  Nation  have  also  shown  them- 
selves  intelligent  and  fit  depositaries  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
5* 
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them,  of  guarding  the  sanctity  of  Slavery.  Last  winter  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  pronounced  judgment  in  a 
case  which  had  gone  up  on  a  pro  forma  division  of  opinion  in 
the  Court  below,  in  which  it  reaflirmed  its  decision  in  the  infa- 
mous "  Prigg  Case,"  better  known  as  "  Judge  Story's  Decision." 
The  action  was  one  brought  under  the  Act  of  1793,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  was  established  by  that  decision,  by  one 
Jones,  against  Isaac  Van  Zandt,  of  Ohio,  for  the  penalty  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  concealing  and  harboring  a  Fugitive  Slave. 
The  verdict  of  the  jury  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  ultimate 
appeal  was  against  the  humane  defendant,  who  did  not  long 
survive  the  decree,  but  found  a  refuge  in  the  gmve  from  the 
vexations  and  embarrassments  which  his  country  visited  upon 
him  for  hiding  the  outcast  As  in  the  Prigg  Case,  the  New 
England  Judge  was  made  the  mouth-piece  of  this  exi)osition 
of  the  protection  given  by  our  Constitution  and  Laws  to  human 
rights.  Mr.  Justice  Woodbury  pronounced  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  which  affirms  that  "  the  Constitution  itself  flings  its  shield, 
for  security,  over  sitch  property  as  is  in  controversy  in  the  present 
case**  and  that  Slavery  "is  one  of  its  sacred  Compromises*^ ! 
The  opinion  concludes  thus : 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  theoretical  opinions  of  any  as  to  the 
expediency  of  some  of  these  Compromises,  or  ofthe  right  of  pro- 
perty in  persons  which  they  recognize,  this  Court  has  no  alter- 
native, while  they  exist,  but  to  stand  by  the  Constitution  and 
the  Laws  with  fidelity  to  their  duties  and  their  oaths  " ! 

Within  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed  since  this  decision  was 
made  known,  as  many  as  three  or  four  actions,  in  as  many  diffe- 
rent States,  have  been  prosecuted  to  a  successful  issue  by 
Slaveholders,  against  persons  whose  humanity  had  led  them  to 
give  shelter  or  assistance  to  Slaves.  And  these  actions  will, 
undoubtedly,  be  multiplied  in  years  to  come.  Besides  the  judi- 
cial comfort  which  this  recognition  and  publication  of  a  law, 
supposed  to  be  obsolete,  has  given  to  the  man-stealer,  the  past 
year  has  borne  witness  to  the  truth  of  our  predictions  as  to  the 
practical  operation  of  "Judge  Story's  Decision."  Under  that 
decision,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  in  numerous  instances, 
persons  not  proved  to  be  Slaves,  and  in  one  or  two,  persons 
known  to  be  free,  have  been  seized  and  carried  into  hopeless 
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captivity.  By  that  decision  the  Slaveholder  may  seize  and 
carry  back  his  Slave,  without  any  legal  process,  if  he  can  do  it 
without  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Consequently,  the  personal  lib- 
erty of  every  black  man,  and  of  every  white  man,  too,  is  placed 
at  the  mercy  of  a  successful  irruption  of  kidnappers.  Well  has 
that  decision  been  described  as  "  infarrums  !  "  An  infamous  ex- 
position of  an  accursed  Compact  I 


SLAVES    AT   THE    NORTH. 

Notwithstanding  this  protection  given  to  Slavery  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Laws,  we  are  happy  to  know  that  the  ranks  of 
the  Emigration  from  the  South  are  yearly  swelling  their  num- 
bers. And,  in  spite  of  the  terrors  of  the  law,  resistance  has  been 
repeatedly  made  to  atte^npts  to  re-capture  Saves,  in  one  case 
terminating  in  the  death  of  one  of  the  kidnappers.  A  breach 
of  the  peace  is  a  thing  not  to  be  desired  ;  but  when  a  breach 
of  the  peace  is  made  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  process  for 
discovering  whether  a  man  belongs  to  himself  or  another,  the 
law  which  requires  it  should  bear  the  blame. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  a  Brazilian  ship  brought  to 
this  country  three  Slaves  as  a  portion  of  its  crew.  Being  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  their  liberty,  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was 
sued  out,  and  attempts  made  to  secure  their  rights  according  to 
law.  We  have  not  room  to  recount  all  the  various  steps,  back- 
ward and  forward,  in  this  business,  and  the  most  extraordinary 
decisions  of  the  New  York  Judges.  At  last,  however,  the  Gor- 
dian  knot  was  cut,  by  the  Slaves  suddenly  disappearing  from 
the  gaol  in  which  they  were  detained.  As  they  were,  according 
to  the  last  decision  of  the  last  Judge  that  had  to  do  with  them, 
in  the  custody  of  the  Captain,  no  criminal  offence  was  commit- 
ted on  the  part  of  any  persons  privy  to  the  escape.  In  the  eye 
of  our  law,  it  was  a  simple  desertion  of  seamen.  .  At  any  rate, 
the  Brazilian  Captain  had  to  depart  without  them ;  but  we  are 
happy  to  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  not  suffered  by 
their  change  of  country  and  condition.  Mr.  John  Jay,  their 
Counsel,  distinguished  himself  by  his  professional  labors  in  their 
behalf,  and  Mr.  Gay  and  Mr.  Elias  Smith  are  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  their  services  in  the  same  cause. 
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FOREIGN   EMANCIPATION. 

Since  our  last  Report  we  have  been  favored  with  the  sight  of 
the  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  whereby  he  abol- 
ishes Slavery  forever,  in  his  dominions.  As  this  rebuke  to 
American  Republicanism  and  Christianity  by  a  Mahometan 
Despot  is  not  long,  we  copy  it  entire. 

"  From  the  Servant  of  God,  the  Mushir  Ahmed  Basha  Bey, 
Prince  of  the  Tunisian  Dominions, 

To  our  Ally,  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  Consul- General  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  at  Tunis. 

The  servitude  imposed  on  a  part  of  the  human  kind,  whom 
God  has  created,  is  a  very  cruel  thing,  and  our  heart  shrmks 
from  it. 

It  never  ceased  to  be  the  object  o.f  our  attention  for  years 
past,  which  we  employed  in  adopting  such  proper  means  as 
could  bring  us  to  its  extirpation,  is  well  known  to  you. 

Now,  therefore,  we  have  thought  proper  to  publish  that  we 
have  abolished  Men*s  Slavery  in  all  oiir  dominions,  inasmuch 
as  we  regard  all  Slaves  who  are  on  our  territory  as  free,  and  do 
not  recognize  the  legality  of  their  being  kept  as  a  property. 

We  have  sent  the  necessary  orders  to  all  the  Governors  of 
our  Tunisian  Kingdom,  and  inform  you  thereof,  in  order  that 
you  may  know  that  all  Slaves  that  shall  touch  our  territory,  by 
sea  or  by  land,  shall  become  free. 

May  you  live  under  the  protection  of  God ! 

Written  in  Moharrem,  1262,  (23d  January,  1846.") 

And  yet  another  example  has  been  set  to  Man-stealing 
America  by  a  despotic  Prince  of  Europe.  The  Kings  of  the 
North  shall  rise  up  in  judgment  against  this  nation  and  con- 
demn it !  Action,  which  we  have  long  known  to  have  been  in 
contemplation,  has  at  length  been  taken.  Accounts  from  St. 
Thomas,  to  the  24th  of  September,  inform  us  that  a  Royal  De- 
cree has  been  issued,  proclaiming  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in 
the  Danish  Colonies.  All  Slaves  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
are  declared  absolutely  free,  from  the  19th  of  September. 
Those  above  that  age  are  to  be  held  in  the  condition  of  Appren- 
tices for  four  years  from  that  time. 

The  18th  of  September  is  the  birth-bay  of  the  "  Royal  Dane," 
who  has  thus  wisely  connected  the  new  birth  of  this  portion  of 
his  subjects  into  reco^uzed  humanity,  with  his  own  natal  day. 
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King  Christian, — for  such  is  his  style,  — has  certainly  vindicated 
his  right  to  his  baptismal  appellation.  He  has  made  his  reign 
illustrious  in  the  annals,  —  not  of  his  kingdom  only,  but  of  the 
world.  He  has  given  a  much  better  argument  for  despotic 
power,  than  was  ever  urged  by  American  Statesman  or  Doctor 
in  Divinity.  He  is  truly,  as  the  Emperor  Alexander  said  to 
Madame  DeStael,  of  himself,  "a  happy  accident" 

We  are  sorry  that  he  has  annexed  the  vexatious  and  mischiev- 
ous  condition  of  apprenticeship,  to  any  part  of  his  boon  of  liberty. 
Four  years  is  too  much  of  life  to  be  taken  from  a  man.  We 
wish  he  had  dissolved  the  whole  enchantment  at  once.  But 
could  he  be  expected  to  be  wiser  in  this  matter  than  his  kindred 
England  ?  We  prophecy,  however,  that  the  term  of  apprentice- 
ship will  be  greatly  abbreviated,  if  it  be  accepted  at  all,  by  the 
planters  themselves.  Perhaps  the  condition  was  added,  that  the 
masters  might  have  an  opportunity  of  sharing  in  the  act  of  grace', 
by  relinquishing  their  claims  to  the  qualified  servitude  of  their 
former  slaves.  It  is  hardly  possible  tlvey  can  fail  to  have  profit- 
ed by  this  part  of  the  experience  of  the  neighboring  British 
Islands.  At  any  rate.  Slavery  will  soon  be  blotted  from  the  do- 
minions of  another  power.  An  absolute  Northern  Monarch  and 
a  Barbary  Bey  have  followed  the  wise  example  of  the  "  fast- 
anchored  Isle."  France  will  soon  follow.  Spain  cannot  long 
delay.  The  iron  shroud  will  in  time  close  upon  our  own 
republican  despotism.  Three  of  the  windows  of  its  hope  are 
already  vanished.     Its  night  of  death  is  at  hand. 

ANXr-SLAVERY  PAIRS. 

Again  has  the  Anti- Slavery  Cause  to  thank  the  women  of 
America  and  of  the  British  Islands  for  the  help  they  have  brought 
to  it  The  Fourteenth  National  Bazaar  surpassed  any  of  its 
predecessors  in  the  beauty  and  value  of  its  stores,,  and  equalled 
the  most  prosperous  of  them  in  its  result.  This  circumstance,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  pecuniary  pressure  of  the  times  was 
such  as  had  hardly  ever  been  known  before,  was  justly  consid- 
ered as  triumphant  success.  The  in('efatigable  Anti-Slavery 
women  of  England,  Scotland  and  Irelan ',  again  evinced  the 
largeness  of  their  views  and  the  Catholicity  of  their  benevolence. 
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by  the  gifts  of  unsurpassed  beauty  and  value,  which  Ihey  poured 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Slave.  This,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary 
drain  upon  their  means  for  the  relief  of  their  sufiering  country- 
men, was  a  touching  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  their  sympathy 
with  the  American  Slave  and  of  the  clearness  of  their  percep- 
tion of  the  depths  of  degradation  in  which  he  is  plunged,  far 
below  the  lov/est  deep  of  European  poverty  and  oppression. 
The  labors  of  their  American  sisters  were  also  put  forth  with 
increased  energy  and  zeal,  which  showed  that  their  motive- 
power  is  a  principle  and  not  a  sentiment,  —  that  they  have  taken 
up  the  Cross  of  this  Reform,  with  an  intelligent  and  abiding 
purpose,  to  lay  it  down  only  at  the  hour  of  victory. 

The  hall  was  decorated  with  consummate  taste  and  skill,  and 
in  the  evenings  resounded  with  the  eloquence  of  the  choicest 
Anti- Slavery  spirits.  On  one  evening,  Henry  C.  Wright  illus- 
trated his  speech  concerning  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  of  the 
British  Islands  by  appealing  to  the  Address  of  forty  thousand 
women  of  Scotland,  which  he  had  brought  home  with  him  on 
his  return.  The  endless  line  of  signatures  was  festooned  around 
the  ample  walls,  which  yet  did  not  afford  room  enough  for  a  full 
display  of  them.  It  remained  until  the  close  of  the  Bazaar,  and 
was  an  object  of  much  curiosity  to  visitors  and  of  much  interest 
and  encouragement  to  friends. 

Fairs  were  also  held  at  Weymouth,  New- Bedford  and  else- 
where in  this  State,  and  at  Philadelphia,  New  L^jrme,  in  Ohio, 
West  Winfield  and  Rochester,  in  New  York,  and  various  other 
places  in  different  States,  and  in  all  with  excellent  success. 

POLITICAL  PARTIES. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  no  little  ferment  in  the  political 
parties  which  divide  among  themselves  the  citizens  of  this  Re- 
pubUc.  The  approach  of  the  time  when  another  President  is  to 
be  made  has  had  the  usual  effect  of  making  the  PoUtical  cauldron 
seethe  and  bubble,  and  the  usual  agitation  of  the  scum  which 
naturally  rises  to  its  surface.  Neither  of  the  great  parties  has, 
as  yet,  selected  the  man  whom  it  would  choose  to  reign  over  us, 
when  the  days  of  Mr.  Polk  are  numbered.  But  the  manoeuvres 
of  both,  preliminary  to  the  impending  campaign,  sufficiently  indi- 
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cate  the  character  of  the  tactics  hy  which  its  results  will  be  de- 
termined.  The  potential  voice  of  the  Slave  Power  must  be 
listened  to  by  both.  Neither  is  ready  to  take  a  stand  which  might 
make  it  independent  of  that  supreme  influence.  They  will  still 
vie  in  their  endeavors,  each  with  the  other,  to  secure  the  sup- 
port, which,  in  the  present  organization  of  parties,  can  alone 
give  them  the  victory.  It  is  only  over  the  prostrate  body  of  the 
Slave  that  either  can  hope  to  reach  the  high  places  of  power 
and  patronage. 

Though  no  regular  nominations  have  been  made,  there  has 
been  no  lack  of  aspirants  to  the  chair  of  State.  General  Taylor, 
Mr.  Clay,  General  Cass,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Corwin, 
Mr.  Webster,  Judge  Woodbury,  and  other  politicians  have  been 
put  forward  by  State  Legislatures,  Party  Conventions,  or  indi- 
vidual nomination,  as  suitable  incumbents  of  that  high  position. 
The  Mexican  War  has  been,  in  effect,  but  a  preparatory  skirmish 
which  is  to  usher  in  this  grand  battle.  Both  parties,  and  all 
candidates  are  striving  so  to  use  it  as  to  make  it  ancillary  to 
their  own  objects.  And  there  is  no  reason  to  hope,  that  either, 
or  any,  will  be  scrupulous  as  to  the  attitude  they  assume  in  this 
regard,  so  it  will  improve  their  chances  for  success.  No  consid- 
erable body  of  men  is  ready  to  risk  the  prospects  of  the  parties 
with  which  they  are  identified,  by  making  a  decided  stand 
against  the  shedding  of  our  brother's  blood  or  the  plunder  of  his 
lands  for  the  purposes  of  Slavery.  Vague  and  general  declara- 
tions there  are  enough,  and  there  is  an  honorable  minority  of 
both  parties  determined  to  be  faithful  in  this  behalf,  but  a  reso- 
lute purpose,  pervading  any  considerable  portion  of  either,  to 
hazard  cdl  upon  the  stake  of  Liberty  or  Slavery,  is  nowhere  to 
be  discerned. 

Last  September,  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  held  a  Con- 
vention at  Springfield,  for  the  ostensible  piurpose  of  selecting  a 
candidate  for  Governor  of  the  State ;  but  really,  on  the  part  of 
the  leading  infiuences  in  it,  for  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Webster  to  the  National  Convention  as  the  Whig  Candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  In  order  to  secure  this  object,  the  Pro- 
Slavery  majority  were  willing  to  yield  minor  points  which  they 
had  insultingly  refused  the  last  year  to  the  Anti- Slavery  minori- 
ty, and  even  to  pass  resolutions  equivalent  to  those  which  thej 
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had  then  scouted  from  Faneuil  Hall.  In  addition  to  these  con- 
cessions, Mr.  Webster  himself  was  brought  forward,  and  made 
a  speech  as  satisfactory  to  the  minority  as  he  could  well  make 
it  In  the  excitement  caused  by  this  speech  the  resolutions 
came  up  for  action.  Mr.  Palfrey  moved  as  an  amendment,  "  that 
the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  will  support  no  man  for  the  offices 
of  President  or  Vice  President,  but  those  who  are  known  by 
their  acts  or  declared  opin  ons  to  be  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
Slavery."  This  amendment  Mr.  Winthrop  opposed  on  the 
ground,  that  the  Whig  Party  might  have  to  choose  between  an 
extension  candidate  and  defeat  I  This  action  on  his  part,  se- 
cured him  the  Speaker's  Chair,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  who,  by  declining  to  vote,  decided 
that  contest  The  amendment,  however,  was  pronounced  to  be 
lost,  by  a  very  doubtful  vote,  and  then  the  resolutions,  concluding 
with  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Webster,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition. Thus  anoma'ous  is  the  position  of  the  Whigs  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  while  they  denounce  the  War  and  its  objects,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  select  as  their  candidate  a  man  who  had 
just  committed  himself  in  the  fullest  manner  to  the  same  opin- 
ions, they  refuse  to  engage  to  be  faithful  to  their  opinions,  and 
their  choice,  when  they  come  to  be  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  a 
National  Convention. 

The  history  of  the  Third  Political  Party,  during  the  last  year, 
deserves  a  passing  notice,  since  it  is  probable  that  this  will  be 
the  last  time  that  we  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  it.  Early 
in  the  summer,  a  Convention  was  held  at  Macedon  Lock,  N.  Y., 
com))Osed  of  persons  usually  acting  with  the  Third  Party,  who 
erected  themselves  into  a  Fourth,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
Liberty  League.  This  organization  distinguished  itself  from 
that  from  which  it  was  a  secession,  by  the  addition  of  eighteen 
articles  to  the  one  which  constituted  the  creed  of  the  latter.  It 
nominated  Messrs.  Gerrit  Smith  and  Elihu  Burritt  as  its  candi- 
dates for  the  Presidency,  and  Vice  Presidency,  and  took  such 
measures  as  seemed  best  to  it  to  secure  their  election.  It  rested 
upon  the  perception  of  the  philosophical  absurdity  of  attempting 
to  build  up  a  political  party  to  success,  upon  a  single  idea.  Its  fal- 
lacy lay  in  proposing  to  build  one  up  upon  nineteen.  Whereas, 
no  political  party  can  hope  for,  or  should  obtain,  political  success. 
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except  through  the  confidence  of  the  people,  whether  well  or 
ill-placed,  that  it  will  provide  for  all  the  public  interests. 

In  October,  a  Convention  of  the  "  Liberty"  Parly  was  held  at 
Bufialo,  for  the  nomination  of  Candidates.  The  leaders  of  the 
Liberty  League  were  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of  procuring, 
if  f>ossible,  the  adoption  of  their  candidates  and  creed,  by  the 
Convention.  The  Convention,  however,  showed  that  it  was  loo 
weary  of  the  impracticable  position  in  which  the  Third  Party 
had  stood  so  long,  to  be  disposed  to  exchange  it  for  one  quite  as 
bad.  Accordingly,  it  settled  the  matter  by  nominating  the  Hon. 
John  P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  candidate  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Democrats  of  his  own  State,  and  thus,  virtually  merg- 
ing themselves  in  that  Party.  Mr.  Hale  had  declined  permitting 
himself  to  be  made  the  nominee  of  the  "  Liberty"  Parly,  until 
he  was  in  the  field  as  the  candidate  of  the  Independent  Demo- 
crats. A  considerable  number  in  the  Convention  were  in  favor 
of  making  no  nomination  until  the  Great  Parties  had  made 
theirs,  in  the  belief  that  one  or  the  other  would  furnish  a  candi- 
date satisfactory  to  all  Anti- Slavery  voters.  And  the  opinion 
was  expressed  by  prominent  men  in  the  party,  that  this  was  the 
last  Presidential  Convention  it  would  ever  hold.  In  order  to 
avoid  a  collision  of  sentiment  with  their  candidate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  relations  of  the  Constitution  to  Slavery,  the  Conven- 
tion had  the  good  sense  to  msdce  no  claim  of  an  Anti- Slavery 
construction  for  that  Instrument,  and  the  Pro- Slavery  character 
of  its  compromises  was  admitted  in  its  resolutions  and  in  the 
speeches  of  conspicuous  members,  who  had  long  maintained  the 
opposite  absurdity  of  doctrine. 

The  pohlical  demonstrations  in  the  State  of  New  York,  with- 
in this  year,  have  been  of  a  new  and  encouraging  aspect  The 
Mass  Convention  at  Herkimer,  by  a  portion  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  to  pass  censure  upon  the  Pro- Slavery  servility  of  the 
Kegular  Democratic  Convention  at  Syracuse,  was  a  hopeful  sign 
of  a  recuperative  element  in  the  constitution  of  the  popular 
mind,  which  had  lain  dormant  so  long  that  its  very  existence  was 
a  matter  of  doubt 

At  the  Syracuse  Convention,  the  great   State  Democratic 
Convention  for  nominations,  the  following  resolution  was  pro- 
posed for  adoption :  — 
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"  Resolved,  That  while  the  Democracy  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention,  will  adhere  to  all  the  compromises  of 
the  Constitution  and  maintain  all  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
State,  they  declare  —  since  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  that 
question  must  be  met  —  their  uncompromising  hostility  to  the 
extension  of  Slavery  into  territory  now  free,  which  may  be 
hereafter  acquired,  by  any  action  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States/' 

This  resolution  being  refused  a  hearing,  or  at  least  a  discus* 
sion,  and  that  in  a  most  insolent  and  tyrannical  manner,  this 
MsLss  Convention  was  called  to  meet  at  Herkimer,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  New 
York,  on  this  subject.  It  was  summoned  by  no  mean  names  in 
the  Democratic  ranks.  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  John  Van  Buren, 
and  D.  D.  Field,  were  no  cyphers,  in  themselves,  and  they 
stood  for  much  more  than  they  expressed,  in  their  own  proper 
persons. 

The  number  of  delegates  was  estimated  at  from  three  to  four 
thousand.  The  rejected  resolution  was  reiterated,  adopted,  and 
proclaimed  as  "  an  inseparable  element"  of  the  true  Democratic 
Creed.  The  Convention  went  further.  It  declared  that  "  the 
declared  determination  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  fellow 
Democrats  at  the  South  to  refuse  to  go  into  a  General  Conven- 
tion, for  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
except  upon  condition  that  opposition  to  the  extension  of  Slave- 
ry into  new  Territories  be  abandoned,  and  to  refuse  their  sufiia- 
ges  to  candidates  to  office  who  do  not  concur  in  such  extension, 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  Democracy  of  New  York  to  dedaxe 
that,  if  such  determination  is  persisted  in,  and  becomes  general, 
they  will  be  obliged  to  adopt  a  counter  declaration,  and  to  pro- 
claim their  determination  to  vote  for  no  man,  under  any  circum- 
stances, who  does  not  subscribe  to  the  preceding  resolution; 
and  we  recommend  our  fellow  Democrats  to  prepare  for  such  an 
emergency."  If  this  resolution  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will  be 
one  of  the  most  memorable  expressions  of  opinion  in  our  history. 
If  the  powerful  division  of  the  Democracy  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented at  the  Herkimer  Convention,  really  refuses  to  vote  for 
an  Extension  Candidate,  should  such  an  one  be  set  up  by  the 
Party,  (as  unquestionably  will  be  done,)  and  acts  for  Northern 
interests  rather  than  for  partizan  supremacy,  it  will  be  a  divid- 
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ing  wedge  of  no  mean  momentum  to  widen  the  breach,  already 
opened,  between  North  and  South. 

The  grossly  Pro- Slavery  character  of  the  political  parties  is 
proved  by  the  necessity  which  it  creates  for  these  demonstra- 
tions, on  the  part  of  the  Young  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  of  the 
Independent  Democrats  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Anti- 
Extension  Democrats  of  New  York.  They  are  of  necessity 
Pro-  Slavery,  as  long  as  they  claim,  as  parties,  a  national  charac- 
ter. The  existence  of  Slavery  in  more  than  half  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  and  the  concentration  of  all  the  political  power  of 
these  States  in  the  hands  of  a  compact  and  intelligent  body  of 
Slaveholders,  makes  Compromise  an  essential  element  of  any 
National  Party.  And  compromise  is,  necessarily,  the  triumph 
of  the  weaker  and  the  worser  part  So  it  is  vain  and  absurd  to 
expect  any  sustained  and  consistent  An ti- Slavery  action  from 
any  party  that  looks  for  success  in  cooperation  with  Slavehold- 
ers. 

The  Herkimer  Convention  did  not  nominate  candidates  in 
opposition  to  those  set  up  by  the  Syracuse  Convention.  It 
merely  met  to  express  tlie  sense  of  New  York  Democracy  in 
this  especial  matter.  The  Young  Democracy  of  New  York  are 
yet  in  the  infantile  state  of  our  own  Young  Whigs,  who  voted 
for  Mr.  Briggs,  after  all  their  reclamations.  They  do  not,  either 
of  them,  feel  able  to  go  alone  as  yet.  We  think  they  both 
made  a  mistake,  for  their  own  political  prospects.  The  Young 
Whigs  only  wanted  phick  to  have  had  the  control  of  Massachu- 
setts, just  as  the  Independent  Democrats  had  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  will  have  again.  That  section  of  the  Democracy  of 
New  Hampshire,  by  throwing  away  the  scabbard  when  they 
drew  the  sword,  placed  Mr.  Hale  in  the  Senate  and  Mr.  Tuck 
in  the  House ;  and  by  a  union  with  the  Whigs  will  undoubtedly 
again  carry  the  State. 

But  all  these  things  are  signs  of  somewhat  yet  to  be  revealed. 
A  Northern  Party  is  unquestionably  at  hand.  Like  the  sects  of 
Jerusalem,  the  jarring  parties  at  the  North  will  yet  unite  and 
present  a  formidable  front  to  the  common  enemy.  The  recent 
merging  of  the  Third  Party,  in  its  National  Organization,  (if  it 
can  be  said  to  have  had  such,)  in  the  Independent  Democratic 
Party,  is  another  sign.    It  had  already  done  this  in  New  Hamp- 
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shire,  and  has  now  had  the  good  sense  virtually  to  abandon  its 
absurd  and  impracticable  position,  and  to  identify  itself  with  a 
segment  of  one  of  the  ruling  parties.  The  Whigs  of  New 
Hampshire  have  shown  themselves  willing  to  waive  minor  dif- 
ferences, and  unite  with  Mr.  Hale  and  his  friends,  on  the  ground 
of  opposition  to  Slavery  and  Slave-extension.  This  will  be  the 
modus  operandi  elsewhere.  There  is  Anti- Slavery  spirit  enough 
in  the  Free  States  to  create  a  formidable,  if  not  a  predominant 
party.  All  that  is  needed  is  men  of  personal  integrity  and  moral 
courage  to  take  the  lead.  We  think  the  emergency  will  soon 
arise,  if  it  have  not  arisen  already,  to  call  them  forth. 

THE    CHURCH. 

The  American  Church,  during  the  past  year,  has  done  nothing 
to  change  its  character  as  the  Bulwark  of  American  Slavery. 
The  blessing  of  the  Church  has  still  been  bestowed  upon  this 
enemy  of  human  souls,  the  waters  of  baptism  have  been  poured 
upon  its  brow,  the  consecrated  elements  imparted  to  it  in  the 
fellowship  of  Christian  brotherhood.  A  gentle  breathing  of  dis- 
approbation is  all  that  has  sometimes  been  suffered  to  escape 
from  ecclesiastical  bodies,  compelled  to  action  of  some  sort,  by 
the  importunity  of  some  impracticable  member.  But  in  no  case 
has  "  the  sum  of  all  villanies  "  been  recognized  as  a  deadly  sin, 
the  commission  of  which  must  separate  the  criminal  party  from 
the  communion  of  Saints,  until  purged  by  penitence  and  refor- 
mation. The  American  Church  is  still  the  Sanctuary  of  Slave- 
ry,— the  City  of  Refuge  to  which  it  may  fly  from  before  the 
Avenger  of  the  Blood  of  the  Innocent,  and  be  safe.  The  World, 
the  Parties,  Political  Presses,  General  Courts,  and  Congresses, 
are  in  advance  of  the  Church,  the  Sects,  the  Religious  Press, 
the  Conference,  the  Assembly,  and  the  Convention,  in  moral 
sensibility  to  perceive,  and  in  moral  courage  to  expose,  the 
crafty  cruelty  of  this  tram  pier  on  human  hearts. 

To  give  a  minute  detail  of  the  ecclesiastical  action  and  inac- 
tion, during  this  year,  would  be  to  recite  the  history  of  almost 
every  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  large  and  small,  that  has  gather- 
ed itself  together  within  our  borders.  Wherever  the  Sons  of 
God  have  been  gathered  together,  thither  has  this  Satan  come 
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likewise.  And  the  principal  business  of  the  holy  Convocations 
has  seemed  to  be,  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  of  his  presence, 
or  to  prove  that  he  might  be,  after  all,  an  Angel  of  Light  A 
cursory  glance  at  a  very  few  of  these  demonstrations  is  all  that 
we  have  time  to  attempt  The  American  Branch  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  held  a  meeting  at  New  York,  in  the  course  of 
the  Spring  or  Summer,  at  which  several  days  were  devoted  to 
an  attempt  to  discover  some  compromise  whereby  God  and  the 
Devil  might  be  made  to  be  at  one.  The  pledge  which  the 
American  brethren,  at  the  London  Convention,  had  made,  that 
they  would  form  an  Alliance  at  home  free  from  Slaveholding 
contamination,  (although  the  convenient  memories  of  some  of 
those  present  on  the  two  occasions  could  not  recal  any  such  en- 
gagement,) making  some  action  on  this  subject  inevitable,  the 
feUowing  proposition  was  embodied  among  the  purposes  of  the 
Alliance,  as  expressive  of  its  views  and  purposes. 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country 
seem  to  demand  an  expression  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  this  Alliance  declares  that  a  discrimination  is  to  be 
made  between  those  who  hold  Slaves,  not  by  their  own  fault, 
or  for  the  sake  of  their  own  advantage,  but  from  motives  entire- 
ly benevolent,  and  those  who  hold  their  fellow-creatures  in 
bondage  for  the  sake  of  gain ;  and  that  the  former  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  entitled  to  fellowship,  while  the  latter  cannot  be  re- 
ceived as  members  of  the  Alliance." 

To  this  proposition  several  amendments  were  proposed,  some 
for  the  better  and  some  for  the  worse.  It  was  observable,  that 
the  member  of  the  Convention  who  showed  the  most  honest 
abhorrence  of  Slavery  and  the  greatest  willingness  to  shut  it  out 
from  Christian  fellowship,  was  also  its  only  lay  member,  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  Chief  Justice  Homblower,  of  New 
Jersey.  This  gentleman  exposed  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion^ 
that  any  body,  in  any  Stale,  could  be  compelled  by  law  to  hold 
men  as  Slaves,  and  declared  his  readiness  to  exclude  Slave- 
holders from  the  Alliance.  He,  however,  in  common  with  most 
of  his  associates,  seemed  glad  of  any  way  of  escape  whereby 
they  might  avoid  taking  any  action  upon  the  subject  The 
matter  was  finally  disposed  of  in  the  following  shape,  with  but 
a  single  dissenting  vote,  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cheney. 

"  That  while  the  Evangelical  Alliance  admits  into  its  bosom 
6* 
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such  persons  only  as  are  respectable  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches,  we  are  nevertheless  persuaded  that  the  great  object 
of  the  Association, — the  promotion  of  a  larger  Christian  Union, 
may  be  furthered  by  a  frank  expression  of  our  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery.  We  therefore  declare  our  deep  and  un- 
alterable opposition  to  this  stupendous  evil,  and  we  hold  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  all  men,  by  all  wise  and  Christian  means,  to  seek  its 
entire  extirpation  and  removal  from  the  land.  Still,  the  one  ob- 
ject of  ihe  Alliance  shall  be  kept  steadily  in  view,  which  is  the 
promotion  of  Christian  Union  and  Brotherly  Love." 

This  proposition  'was  one  in  which  most  Slaveholding 
Churches  could  unite.  "  A  stupendous  evil "  is  by  no  means 
necessarily  a  sin.  And  as  long  as  every  Church  and  Church- 
member  was  left  to  decide  what  were  "wise  and  Christian 
means"  to  be  used  for  its  extirpation,  the  smallest  possible 
ground  for  quarrel  was  left  to  the  Slaveholding  brethren.  The 
meeting  was  a  very  small  one,  and  its  proceedings  excited  but 
little  general  interest,  in  the  Church,  or  out  of  it.  So  that  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Alliance  in  America,  as  well  as  in  England« 
perished  in  its  desperate  attempt  to  save  harmless  the  Christian 
character  of  Man-stealing. 

A  new  attempt  to  create  a  false  issue  has  been  made,  recently, 
under  the  specious  pretence  of  inculcating  the  duty  of  furnishing 
the  Slaves  with  Bibles !  When  the  eyes  of  Christendom  and 
Civilization  is  fixed  with  indignant  contempt  on  the  American 
Church,  for  its  conspiracy  with  the  master  to  strip  the  Slave  of 
his  every  right,  she  attempts  to  convert  it  into  a  smile  of  admira- 
tion, by  a  parade  of  their  zeal  for  saving  the  souls  of  the  Slaves 
by  the  distribution  of  the  Word  of  God  among  them.  And  this 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  Slaves  are  denied  by  law,  in 
many  of  the  Slave  States,  and  by  public  opinion  and  want  of 
opportunity  (with  rare  exceptions)  in  the  rest,  to  learn  to  read  at 
all  I  Truly  did  the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society,  at  its  An- 
nual Meeting,  describe  the  project  to  be  as  absurd  as  one  for  fur- 
nishing all  the  Bhnd  in  the  conntry  with  telescopes  and  specta- 
cles I  This  fair  opportunity,  however,  of  throwing  holy  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  was  not  neglected.  The  General  Associa- 
tions of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  expressed  their  warm  approbation  of  the  plan.  The  real 
spirit  of  the  first  of  these  bodies,  at  least,  may  be  gathered  from 
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its  rejection,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  of  a  preamble  and  resolution, 
introduced  by  the  Rev.  William  B.  Stone,  to  the  following  effect. 

"  That  inasmuch  as  there  were  Slaveholders  connected  with 
both  the  Old  and  New  School  Branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  this  General  Association  maintained  a  friendly  cor- 
respondence with  the  General  Assemblies  of  that  Church,  this 
Body  was  consequently  involved  in  the  guilt  of  upholding 
Slavery  by  such  fellowship ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  our  correspondence  with  both  these  Assem- 
blies of  the  Presbyterian  Church  cease  with  the  close  of  this 
meeting,  and  that  we  invite  a  Correspondence  with  that  Branch 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  recently  organized  on  Anti- Slavery 
Principles. 

The  Covenanters,  almost  alone,  of  all  the  American  sects, 
maintain  a  consistent  and  undeviating  testimony  against  Slave- 
ry ;  and  they  have  reiterated  their  words  of  witness  this  year,  as 
in  years  gone  by.  The  Free- Will  Baptists  have  also,  by  a  Pro- 
test, signed  by  a  great  number  of  their  ministers,  uplifted  their 
voices  against  this  crying  iniquity,  and  proclaimed  their  deter- 
mination to  labor  for  its  overthrow.  And,  while  upon  this  point, 
it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  mention  the  rare,  the  almost  unique, 
example  of  a  British  Clergyman,  visiting  America  on  an  eccle- 
siastical mission,  and  maintaining  a  faithful  and  uncompromising 
testimony  against  Slavery.  This  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jabez  Burns, 
who  visited  the  Baptist  Churches,  in  this  Countr)%  and  we  be- 
lieve, maintained  the  integrity  of  British  Abolitionism  amidst 
the  Pro- Slavery  influences  of  our  religious  atmosphere. 

Slavery,  as  usual,  intruded  its  hideous  visage  into  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  held  at  Buflalo,  in  September.  The  dexterity  with 
which  it  was  covered  up  and  passed  by,  was  edifying  and  illus- 
trative of  character.  Slavery  would  make  its  appearance,  for 
there  it  was  in  the  midst  of  them,  but  this  seems  hardly  to  have 
been  lamented,  so  great  was  the  complacency  and  devout  grati- 
tude which  the  skilful  legerdemain  which  disposed  of  it,  excited 
in  all  pious  minds.  The  Report  of  the  Meeting  says  that  "  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  the  only  subject  that  anybody  feared  would 
interrupt  its  harmony,  was,  without  difficulty,  satisfactorily  dis- 
posed of."  This  satisfactory  disposition  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing action. 
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"  Chancellor  Walworth,  from  the  Business  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  relations  of  the  Board  to 
Slavery  in  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  nations,  reported  that  *  it 
is  inexpedient  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  should  be  occupied 
with  the  discussion  of  that  subject  at  the  present  meeting/  — 
Mr.  Greene,  the  Secretary,  who  has  charge  of  the  Indian  corres- 
pondence, being  absent  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  he  alone 
can  make  the  necessary  explanations.  The  Prudential  Com- 
mittee are  intending  to  send  Mr.  Greene  to  visit  during  the  year 
the  missions  among  the  Indians,  and  he  will  be  prepared  at  the 
next  meeting  to  make  all  the  explanations  required.  This  report 
was  adopted." 

One  would  think  that  the  only  explanation  needed  was, 
whether  or  not  Slaveholding  converts  were  admitted  to  those 
Mission  Churches.  If  it  were  not  denied  that  such  is  the  case, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  why  it  was  inexpedient  to  attend  to  the  mat- 
ter at  once,  or  how  any  visit  of  Mr.  Greene  to  those  Missions 
could  affect  the  necessity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Would  this  be  the  conduct  of  the  Board,  had  its  members 
any  adequate  sense  of  the  "  exceeding  sinfulness  "  of  this  sin  ? 
Suppose,  instead  of  its  being  the  wealthiest  class  of  converts 
(as  these  Slaveholders,  of  course,  are)  that  was  in  question  for 
the  gentlemanlike  peccadillo  of  holding  Slaves,  it  had  been 
another  description  of  sinners  that  called  for  dealings.  Suppose 
the  Missionaries  had  been  in  the  habit  of  admitting  to  their 
Churches  a  class  of  Indians  whose  business  it  was  to  steal 
"  horses,  negroes  and  other  cattle  "  from  the  adjoining  Slave  ter- 
ritory, and  that 'the  voice  of  remonstrance  had  come  up  from  the 
white  Slaveholding  Christians,  thus  annoyed ;  would  the  Board 
have  refused  again  and  again  to  take  action  in  the  premises, 
and,  at  last  have  directed  their  remedies  through  the  very  men 
who  had  brought  scandal  upon  the  Church  and  the  Cause  ?  We 
trow  not  In  such  case  we  apprehend  the  first  step  would  have 
been,  to  recall  the  offending  Missionaries,  as  men  unfit  for  the 
trust  they  had  undertaken ;  and  the  next,  to  replace  them  by 
others  with  instructions  to  excommunicate  all  persisting  in  this 
sin,  as  fast  as  the  necessary  steps  could  be  taken,  and  to  refuse 
admission  to  any  applicants  who  had  not  put  it  far  from  theoL 
This,  and  this  only,  would  have  shown  that  the  Board  were  in 
earnest  in  their  purpose,  and  sincere  in  their  abhorrence  of  the 
crime  thus  consecrated. 
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We  do  not  believe  that  the  Board  caa  come  gracefully  or 
creditably,  out  of  this  dilemma.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  see  that 
they  are  driven  into  it.  It  looks  as  if  the  power  behind  the 
throne,  the  power  that  furnishes  the  supplies,  were  better,  as 
well  as  stronger,  than  the  throne  itself  We  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised if  in  due  time,  instructions  should  be  issued  to  the  Mis- 
sionaries on  the  Polygamy  Stations  **  to  do  what  they  can  to 
induce  their  members "  to  have  but  one  wife ;  and  "  to  adopt 
such  measures  and  impart  such  instructions  as  will  result  in  re% 
moving"  the  scandal  of  this  superfluity  from  those  ^Mission 
Churches.  And,  perhaps,  the  Rev.  David  Greene  may  be  des- 
patched to  visit  those  stations  and  to  make  "  the  necessary 
explanations,"  on  his  return.  We  shall  sympathize  in  the  pain 
such  radical  measures  may  give  to  the  learned  and  pious  Chan- 
cellor Walworth,  and  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  the  head  of  New 
Haven  Theology ;  but  we  fear  they  will  have  to  make  up  their 
minds  to  it 

It  is  an  observable  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  this  action, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  Board  fell  short,  during  the  past  year,  of 
the  Expenditures  by  about  fifty-three  thousand  dollars  I  A 
variety  of  reasons  were  given  for  this  state  of  things ;  but  none,  we 
apprehend,  that  touched  the  root  of  the  matter.  For  the  two  last 
years  the  receipts  were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars  less  than  for  either  of  the  years  *44  and  '45.  The  matters 
of  Slavery  and  Polygamy  have  been  especially  agitated  within 
those  two  years ;  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  this  falling  off 
is  to  be  largely  accounted  for,  on  account  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  outrageous  conduct  of  the  Board  in  these  respects.  The  con- 
cession, such  as  it  was,  that  was  made  on  the  Slavery  Question, 
is  a  sign,  as  we  look  upon  it,  that  this  element  was  recognized. 
From  all  which  we  are  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  Congrega- 
tional Masses  are  growing  to  look  into  these  matters  for  them- 
selves, and  to  question  the  wisdom  of  the  complete  reliance 
which  they  have  reposed  in  time  past  in  the  Board.  That  an 
efibrt  will  be  made  that  will  remove  their  present  embarrass- 
ments, is  very  likely.  But  we  cannot  forbear  to  hope  that  the 
prestige  is  broken,  and  that  it  can  never  be  recovered.  That  the 
people  are  gradually  learning  to  see  that  a  religion  which  is 
made  to  cover  up  the  most  horrible  of  cruelties,  and  the  most 
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flagitious  of  vices,  is  a  gift  which  blesses  neither  them  that  give 
nor  them  that  receive.  The  true  Missionary  Ground  is  here. 
The  American  Board  is  the  first  field  for  our  St  Fmncis  Xaviers 
and  our  St.  Vincent  de  Pauls  to  occupy.  When  they,  and  those 
they  lead,  are  converted  to  the  Christianity  of  Christ,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles. 

It  is  an  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  progress  made  by 
the  An ti- Slavery  Movement,  in  this  country,  that  almost  every 
jreligious  Denomination,  great  and  small,  is  earnest  to  vindicate 
its  claim  to  the  Anti-  Slavery  name.  The  great  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Bodies  have  had  the  tie  that  united  them  into  one  « 
National  Organization,  severed,  as  at  the  touch  of  fire,  by  a 
scarcely  appreciable  application  of  Anti- Slavery  Truth.  The 
same  fate,  unquestionably,  awaits  the  Great  National  Baptist 
Denomination.  The  Unitarians,  the  Universalists  and  the  Free- 
Will  Baptists  have  uttered  their  Protests  against  Slavery,  by  the 
mouths  of  many  of  their  ministers.  The  great  Fact  of  American 
Slavery,  the  greatest  as  well  as  the  vilest  Fact  on  this  Continent 
has  obtruded  itself  upon  their  presence  and  demanded  a  re- 
cognition of  its  existence,  of  its  character,  and  of  their  duties 
towards  it  These  are  signs  of  the  times  of  no  mean  signifi- 
cance. 

Their  significance  is  two-fold.  They  show  that  the  Agitation 
of  the  subject  of  Slavery,  so  much  deprecated  by  priests  and 
politicians,  has  reached  the  hearts  of  multitudes  in  the  bosoms 
of  the  various  sects,  who  demand  ecclesiastical  action  of  some 
sort  for  the  purification  of  their  Churches.  And  they  also  show 
that  such  a  degree  of  general  attention  has  been  extorted  to  the 
miseries  of  the  most  helpless  class  of  our  countrymen,  by  the 
unwelcome  importunity  of  the  Abolitionists,  that  no  sect  at  all 
popular  in  its  composition,  or  progressive  in  its  tendencies  or 
pretensions,  can  refuse  to  look  at  this  hideous  Evil  and  to  speak 
a  word,  at  least,  of  abhorrence  of  it  These  manifestations  are 
the  resultants  of  two  forces,  one  acting  upon  the  Sects  from 
within,  and  the  other  from  without  Both  of  these  forces  owe 
their  generation,  their  application  or  their  direction  to  the  per- 
petual motive-power  of  the  Anti- Slavery  Enterprise,  —  that  En- 
terprise which  sprung  into  being,  when  its  day  was  come,  as 
the  necessary  antagonist  of  Slavery,  and  which  can  never  die 
until  Slavery  ceases  to  exist 
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This  guilty  people  are  forever  in  the  presence  of  their  National 
Crime.  Though  the  Church  bless,  and  the  State  foster  it,  it 
casts  its  cold  black  shadow  on  the  Nation's  heart  and  conscience. 
Let  priests  and  politicians  disguise  it  as  they  will,  the  Grim 
Feature  will  obtrude  its  deformity  between  us  and  the  sunshine 
of  our  glory  and  our  prosperity.  In  vain  do  men  endeavor  to 
shut  their*  eyes  to  this  importunate  fact,  it  is  daily  and  hourly 
forcing  itself  upon  their  notice.  It  is  reverberated  in  the  din  of 
arms  that  returns  to  us  from  the  table  lands  of  Mexico,  we  feel 
it  in  the  harassing  variations  of  policy  that  perplex  our  industry 
and  impede  our  prosperity,  we  see  it  in  the  liturgy  that  the 
Church  is  obhged  to  perform  in  its  honor,  we  discern  it  in  the 
prostrations  which  our  Statesmen  have  to  make  at  its  footstool 
We  see  it  reflected  in  the  looks  of  scorn  which  are  cast  upon  us 
firom  the  monarchical  shore  of  the  Atlantic.  It  glares  upon  us 
from  amid  the  ruins  of  our  experiment  of  Free  Institutions 
which  it  has  shattered,  from  the  desecration  of  our  historic  me- 
mories which  it  has  defiled,  from  the  degradation  of  our  National 
name  and  National  honor  which  it  has  trampled  in  the  dust. 

Other  nations  have  had,  and  have  their  National  Crimes,  but 
none  of  such  enormity,  or  perpetrated  with  such  a  calm  delibera- 
tion of  guilt  Our  fathers  made  Slavery  a  part  of  their  National 
Institutions  in  cold  blood,  and  after  intelligent  discussion.  We 
consent  to  retain  it,  because  we  shrink  from  the  personal  incon- 
venience that  may  peradventure  befal  ourselves  were  we  to  put 
it  away  from  us.  Should  justice  be  done,  we  fear  lest  the 
Heavens  should  fall.  No  Crime  was  ever  before  thus  adopted 
and  retained  among  the  institutions  of  any  people,  intelhgently, 
deliberately,  definitively.  The  time  was,  when  the  People  of 
the  Free  States  had  it  in  their  election  whether  or  not  they 
would  take  Slavery  under  the  protection  of  the  National  Arm. 
Had  they  said  the  true  word,  and  the  word  which  true  spirits 
would  have  had  them  say,  Slavery  would  have  perished,  or  have 
dragged  out  a  precarious  existence  within  the  domain  that  it 
lays  waste.     But  the  North  took  the  young  serpent  to  her  bosom, 
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and  now  she  marvels  that,  warmed  by  her  vital  heat  and  batten- 
ing upon  the  blood  it  has  drawn  from  her  heart,  that  it  is  grown 
into  a  dragon  that  threatens  1o  devour  her  and  her  children. 
The  union  of  these  States  was  founded  in  selfish  cowardice. 
In  hopes  of  escaping  from  the  ills  they  had,  and  those  they 
feared,  our  fathers  flew  to  others  that'  they  hoped  might  be 
turned  to  blessings,  but  which  have  revealed  themselves  in  the 
shape  of  unmitigated  curses. 

Standing  where  we  stand,  and  reading  the  history  of  the  past 
in  the  light  of  our  own  experience,  how  plainly  do  we  perceive 
the  folly  which  proposed  to  weld  into  a  homogeneous  Union 
parts  essentially,  and  of  their  own  nature,  discordant  I  How 
clearly  can  we  see  the  philosophical  absurdity  of  men  seeking 
to  secure  their  own  rights  by  consenting  to  assist  at  the  sacrifice 
of  those  of  others  !  For  we  see  the  wreck  which  these  conces- 
sions have  made  of  the  character,  the  spirit,  the  honor  of  the 
Nation.  From  the  moment  of  that  consent,  Slavery  has  been 
the  absolute  Sovereign  of  the  Nation.  Armed  in  the  strength 
of  that  Conspiracy  against  Human  Rights,  called  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  has  lorded  it  equally  over  the  personal 
rights  of  the  Slave  and  the  political  rights  of  the  nominally  Free. 
It  has  enlarged  the  bounds  of  its  domain  at  its  pleasure,  it  has 
shut  up  the  ports  of  our  commerce,  it  has  plunged  us  into 
bloody  wars,  it  has  dictated  and  changed  the  national  policy  for 
our  punishment,  it  has  made  our  Presidents  and  our  laws,  and  it 
rules  us  with  a  rod  of  iion.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  us 
had  the  original  Crime  never  been  perpetrated  I  Had  our 
fathers  but  refused  the  price  for  the  boon,  and  permitted  the  old 
confederation  to  fall  into  the  divisions  which  nature  and  affinity 
would  have  pointed  out,  instead  of 'attempting  to  unite  the  in- 
congruous parts  into  one  whole,  what  a  load  of  guilt,  what  a 
penalty  of  degradation  would  they  not  have  saved  to  us,  their 
sons !  How  would  the  religion  of  the  land  have  been  saved  from 
disgrace  !  How  woiild  its  politics  have  been  compatible  with 
honor  and  conscience!  What  an  example  would  they  have 
exhibited  to  the  world,  instead  of  the  warning  tliey  are  now  I 
How  would  they  have  completed  the  work  of  their  Revolution, 
instead  of  leaving  a  heritage  of  more  deadly  conflict  for  human 
rights  to  their  sons ! 
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In  describiDg  the  Crime  have  we  indicated  the  Punishment 
Never  did  Cause  and  Consequence  follow  each  other  moreeUMely 
tlian  has  the  Penalty  trod  in  the  footsteps  of  our  National  Guilt 
It  has  made  our  Religion  a  mockery,  our  Republicanism  a  by- 
word, our  Name  a  disgrace.  It  has  made  the  American  people 
mean  and  compromising,  and  set  its  brand  upon  their  souls.  It  has 
quenched  their  spirit  and  made  them  prompt  to  bow  their  neck 
to  any  yoke  that  Slavery  proposes  to  impose.  It  has  mocked 
them  with  an  abitrary  government  under  the  forms  of  a  Free 
one.  It  has  made  us  stand  up  in  the  presence  of  the  Mother 
Country  a  living  witness  of  the  failure  of  our  attempt  at  Fr^ 
Government,  to  make  which,  we  burst  the  tie  that  bound  us  to 
her.  For  we  find  that  we  have  placed  our  new  Institutions  on 
a  less  popular  basis  than  her  own. 

It  sounds  paradoxical,  but  it  is  true,  to  say  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  of  England  is  more  potential  for  national  reformations 
than  that  of  America.  There  is,  in  efiect,  but  one  political 
power  in  the  British  Empire ;  and  that  is  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. King  and  Lords  are  merely  drags  upon  the  machine  of 
State.  They  may  retard  its  motion  for  a  while,  but  they  can 
never  block  it  entirely.  Both  know  that  when  a  sufficient  head 
of  popular  steam  is  on,  they  must  get  off  the  track,  or  be  crushed 
to  atoms.  The  King  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Commons,  and  the 
Lords  are  in  the  hands  of  the  King.  The  power  of  the  Purse 
controls  the  power  of  the  Sword.  The  perennial  quality  of  the 
Fountain  of  Honor  keeps  the  streams  that  flow  from  it  in  check. 
The  King  cannot  move  hand  or  foot  without  the  permission  of 
his  "  faithful  Commons."  And  the  Lords  know  that  the  unlimit- 
ed prerogative  of  Creation  will  make  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage 
dirt-cheap,  if  their  resistance  to  necessary  change  be  pushed  to 
its  utmost  theoretical  extent.  The  King  has  a  Constitutional 
Veto ;  but  it  has  not  been  used  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years- 
The  House  of  Lords  have  a  legislative  power  coordinate  with 
the  House  of  Commons ;  but  the  day  is  long  past  since  they 
dared  to  interpose  their  negative  between  the  deliberate  will  of 
the  people  and  its  legislative  accomplishment 
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In  the  national  Polity  of  America,  too,  there  is  but  one  power ; 
and  that  is  the  Slave  Power.  The  Constitution  of  England 
is,  in  effect,  a  democracy  under  the  forms  of  a  monarchy  and 
hereditary  aristocracy.  Ours,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an  hereditary 
aristocracy  of  the  closest  and  the  vilest  nature,  under  the  forms 
of  an  unlimited  democracy.  We  have  so  contrived  and  managed 
our  institutions  that  an  hereditary  oligarchy,  founded  on  property 
in  human  beings,  has  a  complete  and  absolute  check  on  the 
whole  machine ;  besides  the  incidental,  but  controlling,  power 
which  its  union  on  all  important  subjects  enables  it  to  exert  in 
their  decision.  The  actual  number  of  voting  Slaveholders  (de- 
ducting women,  minors  and  absentees)  is  not  much  more  than 
ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND,  ccrtaiuly  Hot  more  than  a  hundred 
AND  FIFTY  THOUSAND,  and  yet  they  possess,  in  consequence  of 
their  ownership  of  human  souls,  a  clear  majority  of  FOUR 
members  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States !  This  body  is  a 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  coordinate  with  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives ;  it  can  originate  and  negative  bills ;  it  has 
a  veto  on  every  nomination  to  office  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest;  and  it  is  an  essential  element  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  The  House  of  Lords  never  possessed,  in  its  palmiest 
days,  power  comparable  to  that  of  the  Senate.  Its  number 
cannot  be  increased  except  by  the  admission  of  new  States ; 
and  as  to  this,  it  has  an  absolute  veto.  The  members  sit  for  six 
years,  and  for  that  time  are  independent  of  all  mortal  control 
The  Slaveholding  element  is  thus  the  governing  principle  of 
the  nation ;  for  it  has  the  power  of  blocking  the  wheels  of  gov- 
ernment, throug^i  its  majority  in  the  Senate,  as  effectually  as 
the  Commons  those  of  the  English  government  There  has 
been  no  such  oligarchy  in  modern  times  as  that  formed  by  the 
Slaveholding  majority  of  the  United  States'  Senate.  None, 
at  least,  since  Venice 

*^  Sunk,  like  a  sea-weed,  into  whence  she  rose  !  " 

This  forms  the  great  distinction  between  the  English  and  the 
American  Polity,  and  accounts  for  the  different  results  that  flow 
from  them.  The  English  Constitution  has  an  elasticity  which 
enables  it  to  adapt  itself  to  every  new  state  of  things.  The 
King  and  the  Lords  must  be  conservatives  or  reformers  accord- 
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ing  as  the  general  will  of  the  nation  dictates.  The  Prime 
Minister  is  merely  the  Palinarus  of  the  Ship  of  State  —  'the 
pilot  that  weathers  the  storm' — not  the  Deity  that  rouses  the 
tempest  and  rales  the  waves.  Thus,  when  in  1841  the  people 
of  England,  tired  of  the  inefficiency  and  '  finality '  of  the  Whigs^ 
made  Sir  Robert  Peel  Premier,  it  was  fondly  thought  that  a 
Tory  Ministry  was  established.  But,  lo !  it  was  not  long  before 
he  found  that  it  was  only  by  becoming  more  Whiggish  than  the 
Whigs,  and  almost  as  Radical  as  the  Radicals,  that  the  ship 
could  be  sailed.  And  so  a  Protectionist  Parliament  was  com- 
pelled to  lay  infanticidal  hands  on  the  policy  of  Protection. 

The  American  Constitution,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no  elas- 
ticity in  its  nature.  The  Slaveholding  element,  which  it  has 
made  supreme,  never  yields,  but  is  ever  encroaching.  It  is 
politically  omnipotent,  and,  of  course,  will  act  its  pleasure.  No 
political  pressure  from  without  can  modify  Its  action,  as  long  as 
such  pressure  must  be  directed  according  to  that  same  Con- 
stitution which  gives  it  its  despotic  power.  The  only  hope  of 
Freedom  is,  that  its  very  unyieldingness  may,  in  process  of 
events,  break  the  machine  in  pieces ;  so  that  a  wiser  scheme  of 
government  may  be  constructed  out  of  the  ruins,  and  with  the 
experience,  of  the  original  failure. 

THE    REMEDT. 

Such  is  the  crime,  and  such  the  punishment,  of  the  American 
Nation.  For  the  punishment  there  is  but  one  Remedy,  and  that 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  abandonment  of  the  crime.  Until  we 
are  ready  to  put  the  wickedness  away  from  us,  we  must  expect 
to  submit  to  the  penalty.  The  doom  of  man  is  not  to  be  re- 
versed for  us.  As  we  have  planted  so  must  we  reap.  Full 
measure,  pressed  down  and  running  over,  must  the  harvest  of 
our  sowing  be  poured  into  our  bosoms.  Repentance  and  refor- 
mation alone,  can  bring  us  the  better  harvest  of  a  better  life. 
To  guide  this  wicked  nation  into  the  ways  of  pleasantness  and 
prosperity,  and  to  tell  her  of  the  things  that  pertain  to  her 
peace,  is  the  prophetic  mission  of  the  American  Abolitionists. 
Clearly  must  they  discern,  and  boldly  must  they  proclaim  the 
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truth  and  the  way  of  this  redemption.  Like  all  who  have  ever 
accepted  the  ungrateful  task  of  doing  a  nation  good,  they  must 
be  content  with  the  reward  which  the  beneficent  attempt  carries 
with  it.  The  highest  service  that  can  be  done  to  individuals  or 
to  nations,  is  to  tell  them  of  their  sins,  and  to  point  out  a  way  of 
escape.  But  it  is  a  service  that  can  scarcely  look  for  the  bless- 
ing or  the  gratitude  of  the  admonished  offender. 

In  proportion  to  the  fideUty  with  which  the  American  Abo- 
litionists have  done  their  duty  in  this  matter,  has  a  blessing 
waited  upon  them.  Their  success  has  been  greater  than  their 
day,  or  their  strength,  had  promised  them.  They  have  aroused 
the  nation,  they  have  awakened  the  church,  they  have  made 
the  people  and  the  world  aware  of  the  omnipresence  and  omni* 
potence  of  Slavery,  within  the  reach  of  its  influences,  as  they 
never  were  before.  The  stertorous  sleep  of  the  State,  and  the 
fat  slumbers  of  the  Church,  are  broken  forever.  Never  can 
either  fold  their  arms  and  lie  down  in  their  former  lethargy. 
The  very  vitality  into  which  our  agitation  has  aroused  Slavery 
herself,  is  a  seal  of  our  apostleship.  And  in  the  Anti- Slavery 
spirit  which  we  have  created  or  fostered,  in  the  Southern 
country,  do  we  discern  the  proofs  of  an  effectual  ministry. 
Whether  we  look  towards  the  North  or  the  South,  whether  we 
regard  the  imperfect  reachings  after  a  reformation  here,  or  the 
desperate  fury  of  the  masters  and  the  longings  of  more  generous 
spirits  for  a  better  state  of  things,  there,  we  perceive  that  a 
Revolution  is  begun  which  must  go  on  to  a  decisive  result  in 
favor  of  Liberty  or  of  Slavery. 

Though  the  Abohtionists,  like  other  Prophets,  are  without 
honor  in  their  own  country,  ihey  stand  already  in  the  midst  of 
the  fulfilment  of  their  own  predictions.  When  their  voice  was 
first  heard,  like  the  Voice  of  One  crying  in  the  Wilderness,  they 
discerned  but  a  part  of  the  Message  of  which  they. were  to  be  the 
Apostles.  But  that  part  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  with  ^ 
scorn  and  violence.  Men  shut  their  eyes,  and  rushed  blindly 
upon  them,  for  enunciating  and  applying  the  simplest  axioms  of 
Liberty.  But,  even  now,  we  perceive  that  the  Stone  which  was 
thus  rejected,  is,  by  degrees,  recognized  as  the  true  Head  of  the 
Comer.     The  Principles  which  the  Abolitionists  were  mobbed 
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for  disseminating  in  1835,  have  now  been  proclaimed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  Sovereign  States,  and  form  the  tie  which  con- 
nects together  large  minorities,  to  say  the  least,  of  the  Great 
National  Parties.  And  this,  in  spite  of  the  vaticinations  of  the 
Prophets  of  ill,  who  foreboded  nothing  but  mischief  to  the  cause 
of  Liberty  in  the  Free  States,  from  the  agitation  of  the  imprac- 
ticable fanatics.  So,  in  the  South,  it  was  declared  that  we  had 
made  the  shadow  go  backwards  on  the  dial  of  Emancipation, 
and  had  stopped  the  Sun  of  Freedom  in  his  journey  through 
their  skies.  This  cry  was  re-echoed  from  the  North,  and  was 
made  the  excuse  of  the  cowardly  and  the  time-serving,  for  not 
coming  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  Mighty. 

Many  are  the  accusations  which  are  laid  to  the  charge  of  the 
Abolitionists.  They  are  visionary,  fanatical,  unscrupulous,  in- 
cendiary, bitter,  denunciatory,  and  impracticable.  Their  hand 
is  against  every  man,  and  it  is  no  marvel  that  every  man's  hand 
is  against  them.  No  prudent  man  is  willing  to  be  known  as  of 
their  Assembly.  Were  it  not  for  them,  -the  Cause  would  long 
since  have  been  taken  up  and  carried  forward  by  wiser  and 
more  influential  men.  Their  agitation  has  been  a  hindrance, 
rather  than  a  help,  to  the  progress  of  the  Anti-  Slavery  Senti- 
ment In  reply  to  all  this,  we  can  only  point  to  the  state  of  the 
public  mind  before  our  Movement  began  and  now;  to  indicate 
the  monuments  which  we  have  set  up  to  mark  the  rising  of  the 
tide  of  public  sentiment ;  to  show  that  we  had  successively  oc- 
cupied the  several  positions,  once  rejected  of  the  Church  and 
the  World,  but  to  which  they  have  now  reluctantly  advanced. 
Whether  they  would  have  attained  to  their  present  point  of 
progress  had  it  not  been  for  the  going  before  of  the  Anti-  Slavery 
Pioneers,  we  cannot  say,  nor  are  we  careful  to  discover.  It  is 
sufficient  for  us  to  know,  that  we  were  led  up  to  those  lower 
heights  by  the  same  spirit  which  has  conducted  us  to  that  se- 
rener  elevation  on  which  we  now  stand,  and  to  beheve  that  the 
general  mind  of  the  North  may  yet  be  led  on  to  discem  its  only 
way  of  safety,  by  our  assistance,  or  in  our  despite. 

We  have  no  infallibihty  to  claim  for  the  true  American  Abo- 
litionists.    Too  often  have  they  been  deceived  in  their  hopes, 
and  mistaken  in  their  confidence,  to  arrogate  to  themselves 
1* 
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such  a  character.  Nor  are  we  disposed  to  deny  or  to  palliate 
their  faults, — for  they  are  neither  few  nor  smalL  But  though 
not  infallible,  we  maintain  that  the  several  successive  points 
upon  which  they  have  deliberately  planted  themselves,  though 
scouted  when  first  taken  up,  as  absurd  and  impracticable,  have 
been  proved  by  experience,  and  by  the  acknowledgment  of  in- 
teUigent  opponents  of  Slavery,  to  be  impregnable.  And  though 
not  without  sin  in  the  world,  we  do  most  unequivocally  assert 
that  they  are  but  too  free  from  the  sins  commonly  laid  to  their 
charge.  Visionary  and  impracticable  they  are  not, — for  they 
have  pointed  out,  and  now  uphold,  the  only  way  of  deliverance 
for  the  Slave,  the  masters  being  the  witnesses.  Unscrupulous 
we  are  not, — for,  what  manner  of  people  in  this  land  have  pro- 
ceeded to  their  conclusions  so  deliberately,  and  maintained 
them  with  such  religious  regard  to  the  lawfulness  of  the  means 
they  used  ?  Let  our  enemies  answer.  Incendiary  we  are  not, 
unless  it  be  the  work  of  one  to  labor  for  the  extinguishment  of 
a  conflagration  that  threatens  to  devour  everything  that  is  worth 
preserving.  Bitter  and  denunciatory  we  are  not, — for  our  plain- 
est words  have  been  informed  only  by  the  Spirit  of  Love,  and 
looked  only  to  the  awakening  of  the  Spirit  of  Repentance. 
And  God  knows,  and  we  know,  how  far,  how  very  far,  have  we 
ever  been  from  a  Spirit  of  Fanaticism.  Alas !  it  is  our  short- 
comings, and  not  our  far-reachings,  which  it  becomes  us  to  con- 
fess and  repent,  before  God  and  Man. 

It  is  for  a  spirit  of  more  earnest  zeal,  of  a  more  self-sacrificing 
devotion,  in  the  Cause  of  the  Slave,  that  the  Abolitionists  have 
to  seek.  It  is  to  put  themselves,  indeed,  in  his  stead,  and 
to  feel  in  bonds  as  bound  with  him,  as  they  have  never  yet 
done,  that  they  most  need.  It  is  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
privilege  they  enjoy  in  being  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  only 
Movement  of  their  time  and  Country,  that  will  impress  itself 
upon  the  destinies  of  millions  yet  to  be,  and  be  felt  as  long  as 
time  endures,  and  a  more  resolute  purpose  to  live  worthy  of 
their  calling,  after  which  they  should  aspire.  This  is  the  Heroic 
Age, — ^if  Heroes  can  be  found  to  answer  its  demands.  Mighty 
Events  are  at  hand,  even  waiting  at  the  door,  if  fitting  Heralds 
appear  to  usher  them  into  the  Domain  of  History.     Greatest 
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among  these  is  the  Deliverance  of  the  American  Slave  from  his 
chains,  and  of  the  American  Freeman  from  his  guilt.  Twice 
blessed  is  it, — in  its  Advent,  to  the  soul  of  the  faithful  Aboli- 
tionist,— ^in  its  Accomplishment,  to  the  whole  nature  of  the 
trampled  Slave.  Happy  they  who  discern  the  blessed  Present 
and  the  sublime  Future  of  this  great  Vocation !  Happier,  who 
shall  endure  even  to  the  end ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 
Of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  Jrom  Jamuiry  1, 1647,  to  Jcmiuuxry 

1,  1848. 

By  Balance  of  Account  rendered  Januvy  1, 1847, $849  10 

"  Cash  of  F.  Jickflon,  proceeds  of  Antl-Slaveiy  Fair, 3,474  28 

**    *<      of  Finance  Committee  for  CoUections  at  Annual  Meeting, 909  84 

*<    *<     fW>m  the  Beqoeit  of  the  late  H.  Chapman, 100  00 

«    «     from  Caroline  Weston,  proceeds  of  AnU-Slavery  Fair  at  New  Bedford,.  • .  380  50 

"    **     fh>m  A.  Brooke  on  account  of  sale  of  Boolcs, 30  00 

**    *<     fh>m  Finance  Committee  for  collections  at  N.  E.  Convention, 349  95 

*(    «     from  collections  by  Agents,  and  donations  from  sondiy  persons,  as  pab- 

lisbed  monthly  in  the  Liberator, 1,394  98 

Total  Amoant  of  Receipts, $6,773  36 

Disbursements  as  follows : 

Paid  ILF.Walcatt  for  expenses  of  Depository, $990  00 

^    per  order  of  the  Board  to  Treasurer  of  A.  A.  8.  S., 3,964  00 

<*    per  order  of  the  Board  towards  expenses  of  the  Trial  of  Dr.  Hudson, 75  00 

«    Office  Rent,  91  Comhill, , 909  78 

*<    Expenses  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  Annual  Meeting, 40  50 

**    Use  of  Melodeon  for  Annual  Meeting, 36  00 

**    Use  of  Marlboro*  Chapel  Hall,  four  evenings,  for  8.  S.  Foster*s  Lectures, 90  00 

*<    W.  T.  A.  Society  for  use  of  Hall  two  eveninp  for  do., 16  00 

"    Printing  and  posting  handbills, 8  95 

**    Sundry  advertising  bills  for  Annual  Meeting  and  Lectures, 94  76 

**    Reporting  speeches  at  Annual  Meeting, •••••^ 15  00 

<*    Sundry  bills  for  expenses  of  Fair, 66  50 

«    per  order  of  Board  to  Mrs.  Frederick  Douglass, • 90  00 

**    for  paper  and  printing  Annual  Report, 90  00 

*<    Printing  Circulars, 6  00 

*'    Hamden  &  Co.  for  transportation  sundry  packages, 6  45 

«<    Expenses  of  Pic  Nic  at  Waltham, 41  97 

"          "             **            Dorchester, 96  69 

«          ««       New  England  A.  S.  ConvenUon, 164  36 

«    Dow  &.  Jackson's  bill  prinUng, 8  50 

"    Addison  Davis  for  Services  as  Lecturing  Agent, 183  60 

*«    Parker  PiUsbury          "               «                 ««       537  37 

*«    S.S.  Foster,                 «'                "                 «        199  99 

«    Wm.  W.Brown,         "               "                 ««       386  85 

"    Samuel  May,  Jr.  do.  as  General  Agent, • 470  99 

**    Loring  Moody  do.  as  Financial  Agent, 345  76 

Total  Amount  of  Disbursements, #6,466  78 

Balance  fai  Treasury,  January  1, 1848, $306  56 


$6,773  36 
E.  E.  S.  PHILBRICK,  TnaAsuBsa. 

BOSTON,  January  16,  1848. 
I  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  from  January  18, 1847,  to  the  present  thne,  and  find 
it  to  be  correct  and  properly  vouched.    Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  being  three  hundred 
and  six  dollars,  fifty-eight  cents.  BDMUND  JACKSON,  Aitoitob. 
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SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SUYERY  SOCIETY. 

This  Annual  Meeting  commenced  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, Jan.  26,  at  the  Melodeon. 

The  Chair  was  taken  by  Francis  Jackson,  President  of  the  Society, 
at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and  it  was  voted,  that  the  Society  do 
now  proceed  to  business. 

Opportunity  for  prayer  being  given,  prayer  was  ofiered  by  John  M. 
8pear. 

Votedy  That  Samuel  Mat,  Jr.  and  Anne  W.  Weston  be  Assistant 
Secretaries  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 

The  following  persons,  on  motion  of  Edmund  Quinct,  of  Dedham, 
were  nominated  and  accepted  by  the  Society  as  a  Committee  of  Busi- 
ness:— 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Maria  Weston 
CHAPBfAN,  Henry  C.  Wright,  Eliza  Lee  Follen,  Edmund  Quinct, 
Edmund  Jaceson,  Caroline  Weston,  Stephen  S.  Foster. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  H.  C.  Wrioht,  Daniel  Ricketson,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  W.  H.  Fish,  of  Hopedale,  were  added  to  the  Busi- 
ness Committee. 

The  following  persons,  on  motion  of  S.  Mat,  Jr.,  were  nominated  and 
chosen  a  Committee  on  the  Roll  and  Finance : — 

LoRiNo  Moody,  James  N.  Buffum,  John  M.  Spear,  Elbridob 
Spraoue,  John  M.  Fisk. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Philbrick,  of  Brookline,  VbUd,  That  a  Com- 
mittee of  one  from  each  County  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  as  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  list  of  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  present  year. 
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Samuel  Philbricx  presented  his  Reppit,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
for  the  past  year ;  which,  having  been  audited,  was  unanimously  accept- 
ed by  the  Society.    This  Report  will  be  found  in  another  place. 

The  President  nominated  the  following  as  the  Committee  to  nominate 
Officers  of  the  Society,  (with  some  vacancies  to  be  filled  afterwards,) 
and  his  nomination  was  accepted  by  the  Society : — 

Edmund  Quinct,  of  Norfolk;  John  T.  Hilton,  of  Middlesex;  John 
M.  FiSK,  of  Worcester;  Cornelius  Bramhall,  of  Sufiblk;  James  N. 
BuFFUM,  of  Essex ;  Daniel  Ricketson,  of  Bristol ;  Henrt  H.  Brio- 
ham,  of  Plymouth;  Nathaniel  Barnet,  of  Nantucket 

Voted^  On  motion  of  G.  W.  Stact  of  Milford,  that  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  be  now  heard. 

The  President  left  the  Chair,  which  was  taken  by  Charles  F. 
HovEY,  of  Boston. 

Copious  extracts  from  said  Report  were  then  read  by  Edmund 
Quinct,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.  gave  notice  that  a  copy  of  the  petition  to  the  Leg- 
islature, for  secession  from  the  Union,  would  be  kept  at  the  Secretaries^ 
table  for  signatures,  during  the  sessions  of  this  meeting. 

Henrt  C.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  reported  the 
following  Resolutions : — 

1. — Ruolved,  That  while  we  deeply  regret  that  the  Slave  Power 
should  have  been  able  to  find  one  of  its  most  willing  and  useful  tools  in 
the  Pilgrim  blood  of  Massachusetts,  we  must  still  recognize  one  virtue 
in  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  that,  unlike  his  fellow  Whigs,  he  has  never 
been  a  hypocrite  in  politics ;  he  has  never  pretended  to  own  himself  or 
claimed  to  be  anything  but  the  mouth-piece  of  Cotton,  whether  in  State 
street  or  at  the  Capitol ;  he  cannot  be  accused  of  getting  office,  like 
Mr.  Briggs,  under  ^se  pretences ;  neither,  like  the  Hon.  Mr.  *  Facing- 
both-ways,'  did  he  signalize  his  youth  by  thunders  against  Slavery  on 
Plymouth  Rock,  and  then,  with  the  fame  of  many  years  upon  his  brow, 
say  his  prayers  backward  before  the  Capitol  at  Richmond ;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  bound  to  allow,  that  he  has  always  gloried  in  being  a 
Dough-fau  from  the  beginning,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  every  sphere, 
'however  bounded,  and  be  the  shame  more  or  less,' — that  he  has  not 
sought  for  his  bargain  the  decent  cover  of  secresy,  but  his  prostitution 
has  been  open,  in  the  market-place,  and  he  has  worn  its  wages  insolen^ 
ly  and  without  shame ;  that  to  guard  against  suspicion  of  hypocrisy  even 
in  quoting  Scripture,  he  took  care  to  put  on  broad  record,  beforehand, 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  a  pledge  to  remind  the  world  that  in  his  case,  at  least, 
there  were  many  things  beside  the  Lord,  *  which  make  men  to  be  of 
one  mind  in  a  house.' 

2.  —  Reaofoedj  That  our  deep  regret  to  find  such  a  character  linked 
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with  the  name  of  Winthrop  is  forgotten  in  the  sad  reflection  that,  like 
wax  beneath  the  seal,  he  is  bat  what  the  schools  and  churches  of  Boston 
have  made  him,  the  faithful  representative  of  the  opinions  of  his  native 
city ;  and  that  could  we  succeed  in  changing  those  opinions,  the  weath- 
ercocks upon  our  steeples  would  be  laggards,  compared  with  him,  in 
shifting  with  the  wind. 

3. — Reaohed,  That  the  reelection  of  George  N.  Brioos  to  office,  with 
all  the  sins  of  his  perjured  and  treasonable  proclamation,  places  Massa- 
chusetts among  the  active  supporters  of  the  Mexican  war ;  that  not  all 
the  resolutions  which  even  ?ur  Legislature  has  passed,  or  can  pass,  are 
able  to  hide  that  fact;  and  that  if  Georoe  N.  Briggs  has,  as  his  friends 
claim,  repented  of  that  disgraceful  act,  he  should  be  as  ready  to  make 
as  public  *  proclamation '  of  his  repentance  as  he  was  of  his  servility — 
and  not  leave  his  friends  to  sacrifice  character  in  supporting  one  con- 
victed of  treason  out  of  his  own  mouth,  with  nothing  to  justify  their 
confidence  but  chimney-comer  confessions. 

Whereas,  The  boast  of  the  people  of  these  United  States  is,  that  they 
are  the  freest  people  on  earth,  while  they  hold  and  use  one-sixth  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  as  SUtves, — that  they  are  an  enlightened  people,  while 
they  punish  as  a  heavy  crime,  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  among  three 
•millions  of  their  number, — that  they  are  a  ctm/tzedf  people,  while  one-sixth 
of  the  inhabitants  are  compelled,  by  law,  to  live  in  absolute  heathenismj — 
that  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  free  institutions  are  extended  to  all, 
while  three  millions  of  their  number  are  outlawed,  and  hunted  with 
bloodhounds  and  rifles,  for  attempting  to  raise  themselves  from  the 
condition  of  brutes  to  that  of  men — from  the  condition  of  Slaves  to  that 
of  IVeemen;  Therefore, 

4.  —  Resolved,  That  this  misnamed  Republic  is  a  taUfrd  liar  and  a 
shameless  hypocriie,  against  which  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  throughout  the  world  ought  to  be  warned,  as  against  the  dead- 
liest enemy  of  the  human  race. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  Edmund  Quinct,  that  the  fourth  Resolution, 
with  its  Preamble,  be  taken  up  for  discussion. 

Heftrt  C.  Wright  briefly  addressed  the  Society  in  support  of  the 
Resolution,  and  was  followed  by  Edmund  Quinct  and  Stephen  S. 
Foster. 

At  one  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Henrt  C.  Wright,  Voted  to  adjourn,  to 
meet  in  the  same  place  at  half  past  two. 

WEDNESDAY  — Afternoon  Session. 

Society  re-assembled,  according  to  atyoumment,  the  President  in  the 
Chair. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


86  APPENDIX. 

The  resolution  under  discussion  was  again  read,  and  was  spoken  to 
by  Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  and  Wm.  W.  Browit,  both  in  its  support. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  following  Resolution  was  presented  by  S. 
Mat,  Jr.,  and  unanimously  adopted : — 

Muolved,  That  eveiy  friend  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  here  present,  be 
requested  to  enrol  his  or  her  name  as  a  member  of  this  meeting,  and 
also  to  give  one  dollar,  or  such  other  sum  as  is  thought  proper,  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  of  this  Annual  meeting. 

John  Levt  and  H.  H.  Brioham  were  added  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  the  Roll. 

Henrt  C.  Wright  took  the  floor,  in  behalf  of  the  Resolution ;  but 
gave  way,  after  a  few  remarks,  to 

William  W.  Brown,  who  came  forward  again,  he  said,  by  request, 
to  comment  upon  a  letter  lately  received  by  Mr.  Qdinct,  from  Enoch 
Price,  of  St  Louis,  Missouri,  and  which  letter  he  [Mr.  Brown]  had 
now  for  the  first  time  seen.  The  writer  of  it  declared  himself  the  owner 
of  Wm.  W.  Brown,  said  he  had  seen  and  read  the  Narrative,  which  Mr. 
B.  has  lately  published,  and  which  he  admitted  to  be  true  in  the  main, 
and  after  setting  forth  several  particulars  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
became  possessed  of  W.  W.  Brown,  (then  known  by  another  name,) 
offered  to  give  him  free  papers,  if  he  or  his  friends  would  pay  to  his 
^gent  in  Boston,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  Mr. 
Brown  said,  I  have  always  felt  that  I  ran  a  great  risk  in  passing  around 
here,  as  I  do,  in  Massachusetts ;  and  now  I  am  more  than  ever  sensible 
of  the  risk  I  run ;  for  in  an  unguarded  moment  I  may  be  seized  upon, 
even  here,  and  dragged  back  to  Slavery  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Brown  spoke 
with  evident  agitation.  The  audience  expressed  great  sympathy  with 
him,  and  by  loud  responses  testified  that  there  were  many  who  would 
stand  forth  in  his  defence  in  any  time  of  danger. 

H.  C.  Wright  resumed  the  floor,  and  concluded  his  reiipij^  on  the 
fourth  resolution. 

He  was  followed  by  Henrt  Clapp,  Jr.,  of  Lynn,  who  said  that  he 
thought  the  time  which  the  Society  and  many  of  its  speakers  occupied 
in  showing  the  Pro- Slavery  character  of  the  United  States  Constitution 
and  Laws  was,  for  the  most  part,  thrown  away.  It  might  be  weU 
enough  to  show  this  incidentally,  but  it  was  more  important  to  rectify 
public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Clapp  was  replied  to  by  J.  C.  Cluer,  who  vindicated  the  Eng- 
lish, Irish,  and  Scotch  mechanics  and  operatives  from  certain  remarks 
of  Mr.  Clapp.* 

Soon  after  ^^e  o'clock,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  assemble  again,  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY— EvBifiwo  Sessiow. 

The  Society  assembled  in  Faneuil  HaU,  according  to  adjoamment, 
the  President  in  the  Chair. 

Resolutions  1, 2,  and  9,  were  again  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  the 
large  audience  present  was  eloquently  addressed  in  their  support,  by 
EDHTTim  QuiNCT,  Wendell  Phillips,  H.  C.  Wright,  William  W. 
Brown,  and  Stephen  S.  Foster. 

H.  C.  Wright  ofiered  the  following  resolution : —  ^ 

5. — Res^lvidy  That  while  this  Republic  exists  in  its  present  form,  as  a 
Republic  that  sanctions  Slavery,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  hope  that 
the  miseries  and  oppressions  inflicted  upon  the  masses,  by  the  dei^t^ 
isms  of  Europe,  can  be  removed ;  inasmuch  as  the  might  of  its  example 
goes  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  tyrants,  and  to  weaken  those  of  the 
Champions  of  Freedom ;  therefore  we  would  earnestly  entreat  all  who 
are  laboring  for  the  freedom  of  Man  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Austria,  Italy,  Russia,  and  in  all  lands,  to  unite  with  us  in  our  efforts  to 
procure  the  dissolution  of  this  Slaveholding  Union,  by  a  moral  and 
peaceful  agitation,  and  thus  to  rid  tlie  world  of  this  gigantic  foe  of  liber- 
ty, and  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  man. 

At  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Melodeon,  to-morrow 
morning,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Note. — Faneuil  Hall  was  well  filled  during  the  evening,  and  by  an 
audience  exceedingly  attentive,  evidently  much  interested,  and  sympa- 
thizing heartily  with  the  resolutions  and  speeches ;  and  scarce  a  dissent- 
ing voice  or  sound  was  heard  during  the  entire  evening. 

THURSDAY  — Morning  Session.- 

The  Society  met  again  in  the  Melodeon,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  first  four  resolutions  were  read  and  unanimously  adopted,  the 
Society  acting  upon  them  separately. 

Stephen  S.  Foster  took  the  floor  in  behalf  of  the  measure  of  going 
ta  the  polls  to  v5te  for  persons  publicly  pledged  not  to  hold  any  office 
under  the  existing  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  elected^  and 
oflered  a  resolution  on  the  subject 

Votedy  To  defer,  for  the  present,  the  farther  consideration  of  this  sub* 
ject 

The  5th  Resolution  wns  then  called  up,  Jabies  N.  Buffitm,  of  Lynn, 

being  in  the  Chair,  and  spoken  to  by  J.  C.  Cluer,  H.  Clapp,  Jr.,  R.  B. 

Rogers,  Mr.  Parker,  (late  of  London,  now  of  Providence,  R.  L,)  J. 

McCoMBE,  of  Georgetown,  Levt,  of  Lawrence,  Wm.  Lloto  Garrison, 
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aod  a  gentlemaD  from  Philadelphia,  wboie  name  was  called  for,  but  not 
giyen.  After  which,  the  fifth  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Adjourned  to  half  past  two  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  — Afterwoon  Sessioit. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

Henrt  Watson,  a  fugitive  from  Slavery,  addressed  the  Society  in  a 
brief  narrative  of  some  circumstances  in  his  experience. 

The  following  Resolution  was  then  read  by  S.  Mat,  Jr.,  who  moved 
ita  adoption. 

6. — Remlved^  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  cause  and  each  other, 
to  make  every  exertion,  in  our  various  towns  and  ^heres,  to  rouse  Abo- 
litionists and  Societies  to  their  duty  of  contributing  liberally  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  American  and  Maasachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Societies ; 
aod  that  we  will  endeavor  to  assemble  the  fnends  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Cause,  in  the  several  towns  where  we  live,  as  soon  as  practicable,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  this  subject  before  them,  and  devising  efieetual 
means  of  accomplishing  the  end  in  view. 

This  Resolution  was  supported  by  S.  Mat,  Jr.,  Wehdell  Phillips, 
HiRAic  Wilson,  of  Canada  West,  J.  N.  Buffum,  J.  M.  Fisk,  Park£& 
PiLLSBURT,  and  William  Llotd  Garrison,  and  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Edmuno  Quinct,  from  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers,  re- 
ported a  list  of  names,  which  report  was  accepted,  of  person?  as  Offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year.  [This  list  will  be  found  in 
another  place.] 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  report- 
ed the  following  Resolutions : — 

7. — Rtsolvedy  That  while  we  would  express  our  deep  gratitude  to  all 
those  earnest  men  end  women,  who  find  time  and  strength,  amid  their 
labors  in  behalf  of  British  Reform,  to  study,  understand,  and  protest 
against  American  Slavery,  to  give  us  their  sympathy  and  aid,  by  munifi- 
cent contributions,  and  by  holding  our  Union  up  to  the  contempt  of 
Europe,  we  feel  that  it  would  not  be  invidious  to  mention  William  and 
Mart  Howitt,  Henrt  Vincent,  and  George  Thompson,  as  those  to 
whose  untiring  advocacy  our  cause  is  especially  indebted  in  this  coun- 
try, as  well  as  for  the  hold  it  has  gained  on  the  hearts  of  the  British 
people.   . 

8. — Resofvedy  That  the  discriminating  sense  of  justice,  the  steadfast 
devotedness,  the  generous  munificence,  the  untiring  zeal,  the  industry, 
akill,  taste,  and  genius,  with  which  British  Abolitionists  have  cooperated 
with  us  for  the  extinction  of  Slavery,  command  alike  our  gratitude  and 
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admiration ;  cheering  us  under  the  discouragements,  strengthening  ui 
under  the  difficulties,  and  consoling  us  in  the  afflictions  of  the  Cause ; 
and  shall  ever  be  to  us  both  an  incentive  and  an  example  in  its  sacrifices 
and  its  labors. 

Remarks  upon  these  resolutions  were  offered  by  S.  S.  Foster,  W.  L. 
Garrison,  E.  Quinct,  D.  Ricketson,  and  W.  Phillips,  after  which 
they  were  adopted,  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

At  half  past  five  o'clock,  adjourned  to  hold  the  closing  session  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock. 

THURSDAY— EvEKiife  Session. 

The  Society  met  in  Faneuil  Hall,  according  to  adjournment,  Edmitnd 
QniNCT  in  the  Chair. 

Wm.  L.  Garrison,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
the  following  Resolutions : — 

9. — Resolvedj  That  the  Abolitionists  of  America  hail  with  pleasure  the 
movement  of  George  Thompson  and  his  faithful  coadjutors,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  culture  of  cotton  in  British  India,  in  order  to  supply 
the  demand  of  that  staple  in  the  British  manufactures,  instead  of  import- 
ing their  cotton,  as  at  present,  from  the  Slave  States  of  this  country ; 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  success  of  his  object  will  materially  for- 
ward the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise. 

10.  —  Resolved^  That  Henrt  Clat  of  Kentucky,  in  his  late  speech  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  at  Washing- 
ton, declaring  that  this  country  is  only  for  the  white,  and  not  for  the 
black  man;  that  the  free  colored  native-bom  inhabitants  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  equal  rights  and  equality  in  the  United 
States,  but  should  be  so  trodden  down  as  to  render  existence  intolerable 
here,  and  banishment  to  Africa  a  desirable  alternative  —  demonstrably 
proves  that  he  is  the  deadly  foe  of  impartial  liberty — that  his  pretensions 
to  philanthropy  are  hollow  mockeries — and  that  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, of  which  he  is  the  President,  is  the  embodiment  of  the  Slaveholding 
villainy  of  the  South,  and  of  the  Pro-Slavery  rufiiianism  of  the  North. 

11. — Resolvedy  That  this  Society  strongly  sympathizes  with  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  the  lovers  of  progress  throughout  the  world,  in  the  deep 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  services  of  DANIEL  O'CONNELL,  as  a 
champion  of  human  freedom,  and  especially  as  a  friend  of  the  African 
Slave ;  that  we  gratefully  recognize  the  faithfulness  of  his  emphatic 
testimony  against  American  Slavery,  of  his  indignant  rebuke  of  Ameri- 
can Slaveholders,  and  of  his  cordial  cooperation  with  American  Aboli- 
tionists ;  and  that  we  regard  with  profound  sensibility  the  event  of  bit 
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death,  which  has  occurred  during  the  last  year,  as  one  in  which  we 
haye  a  common  interest  with  them,  and  with  the  whole  human  race. 

12. — Rtsolvtdf  That  it  becomes  us,  on  this  our  first  meeting  since  the 
yenerable  presence  of  SETH  SPRAGUE  has  passed  away  from  oor 
assembly  and  from  the  earth,  to  recall  to  mind  the  clearness  of  vision, 
the  purity  of  purpose,  the  fidelity  of  principle,  the  fi*esbness  of  enthusi- 
asm, which  that  Anti-Slavery  Patriarch,  the  connecting  link  between 
the  Elder  and  the  Latter  Dispensations  of  Liberty,  brought  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Slave ;  and  to  resolve  that  we  will  show  what  reverence  and 
love  we  bear  to  his  memory,  by  the  earnestness  of  our  endeavors  to  li?e 
worthily  of  bis  example. 

13. — Resolved^  That  while  we  are  willing  to  believe  that  many  sup- 
porters of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  really  consider  its  passage  sufiicient  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  Slavery,  and  while  we  rejoice  at  every  such 
efilbrt,  as  evidence  of  awakening  interest  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and 
tending,  even  in  its  very  failure,  to  throw  light  on  the  path  through 
which  alone  safety  can  be  found ;  still  we  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  com- 
parative indiflTerence,  whether  that  Proviso  receives  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress or  not,  feeling  that  the  attempt  to  restrain  Slavery  by  laws  and 
constitutions  is  precisely  equivalent  to  damming  up  the  Mississippi  with 
bulrushes,  and  that  the  man  who  expects  anything  but  failure  from  such 
a  plan,  has  still  the  A  B  C  of  his  country's  history  to  learn. 

14. — Resolved,  That  an  instrument  which  binds  those  who  swear  to 
support  it  to  commit  crimes  of  the  blackest  hue,  and  sins  of  the  most 
tremendous  magnitude,  is  one  that  cannot  be  intelligently  sanctioned  or 
executed  without  aggravated  guilt,  and  ought  to  be  rejected  with  indig- 
nation and  horror: — that  such  an  instrument  is  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  pledges  the  whole  physical  force  of  the  nation  to 
keep  securely  in  their  chains  three  millions  of  Slaves,  makes  the  entire 
national  domains  Slave-hunting  ground,  and  provides  for  a  Slaveholding 
Oligarchy,  incomparably  more  despotic  than  any  order  of  nobility  ever 
existing  in  any  age  of  the  world. 

15. — Resolved,  That  this  is  not  a  question  that  can  be  postponed  or 
evaded,  by  any  plea  of  policy  or  necessity ;  by  the  assertion  that  "  the 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God**;  by  the  excuse  that  there  must  he 
a  government ;  by  any  disastrous  consequences  that  may  be  predicted 
to  trade  or  property:  it  is  a  question  of  huinunity  —  a  question  of 
morals — involving  the  highest  responsibilities,  and  relating  to  our  obe- 
dience to  God,  and  our  duties  to  each  other. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  on  the  different  subjects  embraced  in 
these  resolutions  by  Dr.  Grandin,  of  Boston,  Wm.  L.  Garrison,  We5- 
D^L  Phillips,  and  Henrt  C.  Wright. 
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Nahith  OsoooDi  of  Salisbury,  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Party,  then 
asked  leave  to  take  the  platform,  which  was  granted,  and  he  addressed 
the  meeting  in  defence  of  the  nomination  of  John  P.  Hale  by  the  Lib- 
erty Party.  He  was  much  cheered  by  a  delegation  of  his  party  which 
had  just  come  from  a  meeting  addressed  by  Mr.  Hale. 

Wendell  Phillips  again  took  the  floor,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Oseoon, 
who  afterwards  rejoined,  and  was  then  followed  by  Stephen  S.  Fos- 
TXB,  in  a  most  searching  exposition  of  the  narrowness  and  illiberality  of 
the  so-called  Liberty  Party. 

The  Resolutions,  which  had  been  under  discussion  during  the  eyen- 
ing,  were  then  taken  up  seriaHm^  and  adopted. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  prepared  for  presentation  to  the 
meeting,  but  were  accidentally  mislaid,  and  not  found  until  after  the 
final  adjournment  Undoubtedly,  if  offered,  they  would  have  been 
adopted  with  great  unanimity. 

Buolvtdj  That  we  receive  with  deep  gratitude  the  Address  of  forty 
thousand  Scottish  women  to  the  women  of  America,  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery ;  sensible  of  the  vast  amount  of  devoted  labor  requisite  to  em- 
body so  imposing  a  testimony — of  the  striking  example  it  sets  us  to  use 
with  scrupulous  fidelity  all  the  means  in  our  power  for  the  emancipa^ 
tion  of  the  Slave,  and  the  rebuke  given  to  our  laggard  zeal  by  the  un- 
tiring interest  of  these  noble  women  in  the  welfare  of  a  race  whom  they 
have  never  seen. 

Raolvedy  That  we  recognize,  with  cordial  satis&ction,  the  sagacity  of 
our  colored  friends  in  this  city,  and  their  correct  appreciation  of  their 
own  position,  and  the  welfiu^  of  the  Slave,  in  refbsing  to  be  made  the 
tools  of  the  Liberty  Party  on  a  late  occasion. 

Resolvedy  That  we  deplore  the  continued  degradation  of  our  national 
character  and  purpose  which  find  their  meet  and  most  welcome  repre- 
sentative and  candidate  for  the  nation's  highest  office  in  that  bloodhound 
of  the  Texan  war,  Zachart  Taylor. 

Beaolvedj  That  while  we  accord  to  John  P.  Hale  full  honor  for  his 
magnanimous  opposition  to  Texan  Annexation  and  the  further  exten- 
sion of  Slavery,  and  would  not  abate  one  tittle  due  him  for  his  manly 
course  in  that  matter,  we  feel  bound  to  point  out  to  those  Abolitionists 
whom  the  plausible  professions  of  the  late  Liberty  Party  have,  in  times 
past,  been  able  to  delude,  the  utter  recreancy  to  Anti-Slavery  charactet 
of  a  set  of  men  who,  with  the  claims  of  being  an  Abolition  Party  con- 
tinually on  their  lips,  hold  up  for  their  Presidential  candidate  a  man 
who  has  never  been  willing  to  be  known  as  an  Abolitionist,  and  whose 
principles  on  the  subject  no  one  has  yet  thought  it  worth  while  to  find 
out;  and  call  upon  them  to  mark,  that  the  event  we  have  always 
prophesied  has  come  to  pass,  namely,  that  the  party  has  bartered  its 
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professions  for  votes,  and  sacrificed  the  only  principle  it  ever  claimed 
to  have,  to  the  availability  of  its  candidate. 

Ruolvedy  That  vee  rejoice  in  the  firmness  of  purpose,  integrity,  and 
sincere  devotion  to  his  idea  of  Anti-Slavery  duty,  manifested  by  Jomr 
G.  Palfret,  in  refusing  to  put  into  the  Speaker's  Chair  one  whose 
course  had  been  sedulously  modelled  to  suit  the  Slaveholders. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  Robert  C.  Winthrop  fi>r  Speaker  of 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  was  a  grave  insult  to  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth ;  that,  under  the  guise  of  respect  for  New 
England,  his  election  was  the  triumph  of  South  Carolma,  cunningly 
seizing,  as  a  tool  for  her  own  purposes,  a  man  whose  only  title  to  pre- 
ferment was  treason  to  his  birthplace,  and  whose  only  characteristic  is 
unbounded  servility  to  the  insolent  assumptions  of  the  basest  oligarchy 
that  ever  crept  into  power. 

Besolved,  That  while  we  are  rejoiced  to  perceive,  (as  indicative  of  the 
change  which  is  taking  place  in  public  sentiment,)  a  growing  religious 
sympathy  with  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  we  are  still  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  proclaiming  the  deplorable  fiict,  that  the  great  body  of 
the  American  clergy  and  churches  are  giving  'aid  and  comfort'  to  the 
Southern  traffickers  in  human  flesh,  either  by  direct  participation  in 
Slavery,  by  religious  fellowship  with  those  who  enslave  their  follow- 
men,  by  using  the  pulpit  and  the  press  as  potent  weapons  with  which 
to  assail  Abolitionists,  by  silence  and  indifierence,  or  by  treating  the 
question  of  emancipation  as  foreign  to  their  calling;  —  a  fiict  which 
proves  their  claims,  as  the  true  embodiment  and  genuine  representatives 
of  Christianity,  to  be  utterly  spurious. 

Voiedy  On  motion  of  Henrt  C.  Wrioht,  that  the  Society  do  now 
adjourn,  tine  die. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  PrtMenL 


Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,     ?  Stcrdariu. 
AwifE  W.  Westow,  J^^^^^^ 
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REPORT. 


A  TEAR  of  marvels  has  intervened  since  we  last  stood  before 
you  to  render  an  account  of  our  stewardship.  Events,  new  and 
startling,  from  their  immediate  results  and  from  their  remoter 
consequences,  have  hurried  across  the  scene  with  a  rapidity  that 
has  almost  set  History  at  nought.  The  whole  fabric  of  society 
in  the  Old  World  has  been  shaken  by  the  earthquake  of  revolu- 
tion,  and  it  is  yet  doubtful  which  of  its  elements  will  remain 
and  which  will  lie  shattered  in  hopeless  ruin.  The  events 
which  have  thus  shaken  the  Eastern  Continent  with  their  tread 
have  made  themselves  felt  even  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
These  are  not  days  when  limits  can  be  set  to  the  reach  of 
opinions,  or  the  tide  of  ideas  stayed  by  men  or  by  institutions. 
The  impulse  which  the  mind  of  the  civilized  world  has  received 
and  obeyed  within  the  last  twelve  months  in  the  direction  of 
freedom,  has  not  been  unfelt  or  imheeded  here.  The  tyrants 
of  the  Old  World  are  not  the  only  ones  that  have  felt  the  instinct 
of  their  coming  fate.*  Developments,  new  and  unexpected,  have 
changed  the  posture  of  affairs  at  home ;  and  though  the  millions 
of  American  slaves  are  still  in  their  chains,  and  their  oppressors 
inspired  with  a  more  furious  fanaticism  than  ever  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  wrong  supremacy,  stifl  it  is  a  fanaticism  which 
springs  from  fear,  and  is  ominous  of  their  coming  doom.  The 
complexity  of  materials  witK  which  we  are  yearly  more  and 
more  oppressed,  must  compel  a  more  cursory  and  perfunctory 
performance  of  the  abridgment  of  the  Anti- Slavery  history  of  tjie 
.  past  year,  which  is  one  of  the  duties  you  require  at  the  hands  of 
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your  Board  of  Managers,  than  even  those  we  have  laid  hefore 
you  at  former  anniversaries.  Craving  your  patience  and  in- 
dulgence, we  will  address  ourselves  to  the  task  of  describing 
the  present  position  of  the  Anti- Slavery  c.use,  and  of  our  rela- 
tions and  duties  in  regard  to  it 

CONGRESS. 

% 

The  history  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  full  of  in- 
structive teachings.  The  presence  of  Slavery  was  seen  and 
felt  at  every  turn.  It  thrust  itself  into  almost  every  debate ;  it 
compelled  observation  as  it  had  never  done  before ;  the  only 
public  action  that  excited  any  public  attention  and  interest, 
touched  it  and  its  accidents  almost  solely ;  the  bravest  words  of 
Liberty  and  the  most  insolent  vaporings  of  Slavery  that  have 
yet  been  uttered  tliere,  were  then  reverberated  through  the 
nation  from  the  dome  of  the  Capitol.  Congress  was  made 
more  than  ever  before,  the  Microcosm  which  represented  the 
great  American  World.  The  spirit  of  the  South  was  never 
more  desperate  or  more  wily,  and  it  was  met  by  an  antagonist 
spirit  from  the  North,  such  as  has  never  yet  opposed  itself  to  its 
insolence  and  its  aggressions.  Never  before  was  the  truth  that 
the  politicians  at  Washington  are  moulded  by  the  hands,  and 
inspired  by  the  breath  of  those  that  sent  them  thither,  so  clearly 
seen.  For  not  only  the  few  generous  spirits  who  have  always 
shown  themselves  ready  to  breast  the  waves  of  pro-slavery 
public  sentiment,  which  threatened,  at  times,  to  devour  them 
up,  but  many  others  who  have  shown  no  sympathy  with  their 
hostile  attitude  towards  Slavery,  have  been  obliged,  reluctantly, 
to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  through  the  pressure  of  the  public 
feeling  at  home.  Insufficient  for  the  great  deliverance  of  this 
country  and  age  as  is  the  Northern  feeling  against  Slavery,  and 
imperfect  as  Eure  the  results  it  has  caused,  we  still  accept  the 
one  and  the  other  as  auguries  of  better  things  to  come. 

The  complexion  of  our  public  action  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment varied  materially  with  the  changing  circumstances  which 
environed  it.  The  success  of  the  national  arms  in  our  foray 
into  Mexico,  and  the  expectation,  soon  converted  into  certainty 
by  the  conditions  of  the  extorted  treaty,  that  broad  lands  lying 
nearer  the  sun  than  any  we  now  possess,  would  be  the  spoils  of 
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OUT  victory,  gave  tone  to  the  thought  and  the  expression  of  the 
National  Legislature.  These  domains  became  the  battle-ground 
of  the  two  antagonistic  principles  of  the  nation,  each  striving  for 
the  mastery  of  theuL  Congress  was  made,  as  it  were,  an  arena 
of  national  debate  upon  Slavery.  The  arguments  of  the  Abo- 
litionists which  had  been  scouted  and  inobbed  in  days  not  long 
past,  in  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  Free  States,  were  urged 
and  enforced  with  great  force  and  clearness  by  eminent  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  in  the  face  of  the  nation  and  in  the  midst  of 
Slavery  itself.  Mr.  Giddings,  Mr.  Palfrey,  Mr.  Tuck,  Mr.  Maim, 
and  other  gentlemen,  have  made  distinct  and  emphatic  utter- 
ances on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  showing  that  the  strength  of 
the  Abolitionists  has  not  been  spent  in  vain,  and  that  their 
voices  have  at  last  found  an  echo  in  the  high  places  of  the  land. 
Many  occasions  arose  for  testing  the  varying  spirit  of  the 
Houses.  A  motion  by  Mr.  Wilmot,  to  raise  a  direct  tax  of  five 
millions  annually,  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Mexican  War 
debt,  was  voted  down  by  143  to  44  —  the  Slaveholders  going 
almost  in  a  body  against  a  measure  which  would  oblige  them 
to  pay  taxes  on  their  Slaves  towards  the  public  burdens.  Two 
applications  for  compensation  for  Slaves  —  one  of  a  master,  for 
a  Slave  who  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  which  was  successful ;  and  the 
other  of  a  claimant  of  a  Slave,  who  took  sanctuary  among  the 
Seminoles,  while  hired  by  the  United  States  as  a  guide  to  their 
troops,  which  is  still  before  Congress ;  —  these  have  both  given 
rise  to  remonstrance  and  agitation,  extending  far4)eyond  the 
walls  of  Congress.  Mr.  Putnam,  of  New  York,  proposed  anew 
the  substance  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  excluding  Slavery  from 
all  lands  to  be  acquired  from  Mexicx>,  apd  it  was  laid  upon  the 
table  by  a  vote  of  105  to  92 1  Mr.  HaU,  of  New  York,  proposed 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  forbidding  the  use  of  th%courts  or  gaols 
of  the  District,  for  the  return  or  detention  of  fugitive  Slaves.  It 
need  hardly  be  said  that  it  came  to  nought  Mr.  Palfrey  moved 
for  an  inquiry  into  threats  which  had  been  held  out  to  members 
of  Congress  of  Lynch  Law  if  they  continued  their  Anti- Slavery 
agitation,  which  gave  Mr.  Giddings  an  opportunity  of  making 
one  of  the  most  powerful  and  faithful  Anti- Slavery  speeches 
ever  delivered  in  Congress.  Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  on 
Uie  other  hand,  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Senate,  for  the  pro- 
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tection  of  the  South  against  the  Abolitionists,  by  which  he 
erected  every  post-master  and  exciseman  into  a  Court  of 
Record,  with  authority  to  exomine  into  claims  to  Slaves,  and  to 
issue  warrants  to  the  U.  S.  Marshals  for  the  arrest  of  fugitives, 
and  certificates  to  the  claimants  for  their  safe  conduct  back  to 
Slavery,  and  imposing  heavy  penalties  on  all  accessory  to  the 
crime  of  stolen  liUerty.  This,  indeed,  did  not  become  a  law, 
but  it  helped,  in  common  with  the  other  attempts  just  recited, 
to  keep  the  facts  of  Slavery  before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and 
to  excite  a  sense  of  its  universal  bearings  and  national  character. 
But  the  topic  which  occupied  the  chief  of  the  attention  of 
Congress  and  of  the  nation,  during  the  last  session,  was  the 
character  of  the  Territorial  Governments  to  be  extended  to 
Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico.  In  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  new  views  of  political  rights  and  duties  were 
broached.  It  had  always  been  supposed  that  Congress  had  the 
absolute  law-making  power  over  the  Territories,  in  the  last 
resort.  But  when  the  interests  or  the  credit  of  Slavery  became 
complicated  in  the  question,  new  lights  of  Constitutional  and 
natural  law  dawned  upon  the  world.  It  was  first  discovered 
that  the  people  of  the  Territories  alone  could  have  power  over 
a  matter  singly  aflecting  themselves,  and  that  Congress  had  no 
right  to  forbid  the  establishment  of  any  institution  they -chose  to 
adopt.  But  when  symptoms,  which  could  not  be  mistaken, 
were  discerned,  which  showed  that  the  people  of  Oregon  were 
determined  not  to  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  Slaveholders,  a  yet 
higher  revelation  was  vouchsafed.  It  was  discovered  that  not 
only  Congress,  but  the  Territorial  inhabitants  themselves  had 
no  voice  in  the  matter  I  The  Territories  belonging,  so  it  was 
argued,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  any  citizen 
had  the' right  to  carry  thither  his  property,  of  any  kind,  and  enjoy 
the  same  unmolested,  and  with  none  to  make  him  afraid  I  The 
first  of  these  positions  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Cass,  and  the 
second  by  Mr.  "Woodbury,  in  their  competition  as  bidders  for 
the  Democratic  nomination.  Thus  confounding  private  property 
and  State  institutions,  and  claiming  for  the  Slaveholders  the 
privilege  of  carrying  with  them  their  State  institutions;  and 
thus  virtually  forbidding  the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  States  from 
carrying  with  them  their  antagonist  and  incompatible  institu- 
tions ! 
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The  question  firfet  coming  up  on  the  bill  for  establishing  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Oregon,  and  motions,  pro  and  con, 
being  made  on  the  permission  or  the  exclusion  of  Slavery,  Mr. 
Calhoun  distinguished  himself  by  a  speech  of  singular  clearness 
and  courage.  He  boldly  denied  the  fundamental  axiom  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  that  ^\\  men  are  created  free  and 
equal,  and  denounced  it  as  "  a  dangerous  error,"  from  which  the 
Anti- Slavery  excitement  had  sprung,  "which  threatens  to  en- 
gulph  our  political  institutions,  and  involve  the  country  in  count- 
less woes  I "  He  embodied  the  extreme  Slaveholding  doctrine 
in  compact  and  concise  statements,  which  made  more  clear  than 
ever  the  irreconcileable  antagonism  of  Slavery  and  Liberty,  and 
the  natural  impossibility  of  the  one  existing  in  its  completeness 
in  a  nation  that  tolerates  the  other.  His  speech  had  the  rare 
merit,  for  an  American  speech,  of  straightforwardness  and  di- 
rectness. Mr.  Calhoun,  indeed,  is  the  very  incarnation  of  the 
Slaveholding  idea.  Ho  stands  for  an  idea  as  no  other  statesman 
at  Washington  does.  Even  the  best  of  his  antagonists  there 
represent  but  the  fraction  of  an  idea.  An  idea  circumscribed  by 
constitutions  and  compromises.  He  will  leave  his  stamp  upon 
his  age  as  no  other  public  man  of  his  day  will  do.  It  will  be  a 
"  bad  eminence,"  indeed,  that  history  will  assign  him,  but  it  will 
be  a  conspicuous  and  an  enduring  one. 

At  last,  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  Senate,  to  put  this  per- 
plexing question  at  rest,  by  referring  its  settlement  to  a  mixed 
committee,  equally  divided  between  the  Free  and  the  Slave 
States.  The  Slaveholding  cunning,  however,  contrived  that 
the  equaUty  should  be  confined  to  the  numerical  composition  of 
the  conmfiittee.  Four  of  the  strongest  Slaveholders,  with  Mr. 
Calhoun  at  their  head,  were  matched  against  four  of  the  feeblest 
of  the  Northern  men.  By  this  committee  a  compromise  was 
concocted,  the  character  of  which  may  bo  understood  from  its 
being  satisfactory  to  the  South.  By  its  terms,  Oregon  was 
vouchsafed  a  government,  with  legislative  powers  which  might 
be  applied  to  the  prohibition  of  Slavery,  —  unless  negatived  by 
the  revising  power  of  Congress.  The  legislative  functionaries  of 
New  Mexico  and  California,  however,  were  expressly  forbidden 
to  meddle  with  the  matter  of  Slavery,  at  all.  Thus  the  inhab- 
itants of  Oregon,  a  Country  whose  physical  character  rendered 
the  introduction  of  Slave  labor  an  impossibility,  were  to  be 
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allowed,  if  they  pleased,  to  prohibit  it;  while  the  legislative 
authorities  of  the  new  Southern  territory,  for  which  the  war  with 
Mexico  had  been  waged  and  fought,  on  account  of  the  supposed 
adaptation  of  their  lands  for  Slave  culture,  were  forbidden  to 
interfere  with  their  settlement  by  Slaveholders,  until  they  had 
acquired  the  control  of  the  population  and  the  government 
And  this  was  oflfered  as  a  great  sacrifice  by  the  South  to  ap- 
pease the  fury  of  Northern  fanaticism. 

When  this  magnificent  concession  came  up  for  action  in  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  the  Wilmpt  Pro- 
viso as  an  amendment.  It  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  33  to  21. 
The  Compromise  Bill  then  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  33 
to  22.  In  the  House,  however,  it  was  virtually  rejected,  a 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  being  carried  by  a  vote  of  112  to 
97.  Contemporaneously  with  this  action  on  the  general  princi- 
ple of  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  a  bill  for  establishing  the  Teiri- 
torial  Government  of  Oregon,  was  before  the  House.  It  gave 
rise  to  much  animated  and  excited  discussion.  A  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Palfrey,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  white  "  from  the  qualifi- 
cations of  voters,  gave  rise  to  a  brisk  debate,  but  was,  of  course, 
negatived.  The  bill,  embodying  in  its  provisions  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  Slavery  even  after  its 
erection  into  a  State,  was  passed  by  the  House,  August  2nd,  by  a 
vote  of  129  to  71.  A  previous  motion  to  strike  out  the  prohib- 
itory clause,  was  voted  down,  114  to  88.  Upon  this  bill  reaching 
the  Senate,  it  created  an  intense  excitement  among  the  Slave- 
holding  party.  Mr.  Calhoun  and  I\Ir.  Butler  rallied  the  hosts  of 
Slavery,  and  mourned  over  the  indignities  offered  to  the  South. 
An  insidious  amendment  applying  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  to  Or- 
egon, inasmuch  as  it  lies  to  the  North  of  the  line  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  was  insidiously  proposed  for  the  sake  of  excluding 
the  inferential  prohibition  of  Slavery  in  territories  lying  South 
of  that  line.  This  was  resisted  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Hale,  and  others,  aifd  its  treacherous  purpose  fully  exposed. 
Nevertheless,  it  passed  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution .  extending 
the  Missouri  Compromise  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  by  a  vote  of  33 
to  21.  This,  of  course,  would  have  established  Slavery  as  a 
National  Institution,  South  of  36^  30',  as  effectually  as  was 
Freedom  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  by  the  Ordinance  of 
1787. 
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Upon  the  amended  bill  retorning  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  121  to  82,  —  all  the  Northern 
members  but  fomr*  voting  against  it,  and  all  the  Southern 
members  but  one  (Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware,)  voting  in  its 
favor.  The  reappearance  of  the  bill  with  their  amendment 
non-concurred,  aroused  anew  the  fire  and  fury  of  the  Southern 
Senators.  There  was  defection,  however,  in  their  ranks,  suf- 
ficient to  defeat  their  purpose,  for  this  lime.  Mr.  Benton,  of 
Missouri,  moved  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment, 
and  treated  the  threats  of  disunion  of  the  Calhoun  party,  with 
supreme  and  cutting  contempt.  On  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
taken,  it  appeared  that  the  motion  to  recede  was  carfied  by  a 
vote  of  29  to  23, —  Messrs.  Benton,  Houston,  of  Texas,  and 
Sprague,  of  Delaware,  voting  for  it.  The  bill  thuiJ  unexpectedly 
carried,  was"  signed  by  President  Polk,  who  accompanied  his 
signature  with  a  message,  saying  that  he  did  so  only  in  consid- 
eration of  the  territory  lying  far  to  the  North  of  36®  30'.  "  Had 
it"  he  said,  '*  embraced  territories  South  of  that  Convpromise,  the 
question  presented  for  my  consideration,  toould  Jiave  been  of  a  far 
different  character^  and  my  action  upon  it,  must  have  corresponded 
tcith  my  convictions  I " 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  this,  the  First  Victory  of  the  North 
over  the  South  was  the  consequence  of  the  growing  Anti- 
Slavery  sentiment  at  the  North,  and  to  the  demonstrations 
which  the  Presidential  obliquities  of  the  two  parties  had  called 
forth.  For  the  first  time,  in  our  history,  has  the  North  arrayed 
itself  in  so  unbroken  a  line  against  the  South,  on  a  point  in- 
volving the  interests  of  Slavery.  For  the  first  time,  since  we 
were  a  nation,  was  Slavery  disappointed  of  a  purpose  she  had 
at  heart,  and  which  she  was  determined  to  carry  through.  She 
has  sometimes  waited  for  a  season,  while  the  pear  was  ripening, 
but  it  has  always  been  of  her  own  mere  notion,  and  with  her 
own  free  consent.  Whatever  she  has  wished  for  she  has  had, 
and  at  the  moment  she  was  ready  for  it  She  has  met  with 
her  first  reverse.  The  charm  of  unbroken  success  is  at  an  end. 
Her  vassals  have  made  a  stand  against  her  aggressions.  They 
are  learning  that  the  advantage  is  on  their  side,  if  they  know 

*  Messrs.  A.  Birdsall,  of  New  York,  ft.  Brodliead,  C.  BrowD,  and  C.  J. 
Ingersoll  of  Pennsylyania. 
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how  to  use  it  Like  the  oppressed  everywhere,  they  are  the 
Many,  and  woe  to  the  Few,  when  the  imaginary  honds  which 
have  held  them  in  obedience  are  discovered  to  be  merely  air. 
The  maxim  of  her  rule,  "  Divide  and  Conquer,"  failed  her  for 
once.  The  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  on  the  Northern  fron- 
tier has  deprived  her  of  her  usual  tools,  as  soon  as  they  saw 
reason  to  apprehend  that  their  interests  and  hers  had  ceased  to 
be  identical  And  so  they  have,  by  union,  given  her  her  first 
repulse. 

And  it  is  surely  time  that  Freedom  should  take  her  turn  in 
the  direction  of  afiairs.  The  history  of  the  country  is  one  con- 
nected succession  of  Slaveholding  triumphs.  First,  Kentucky 
split  off  from  Virginia;  then,  Louisiana  purchased  and  ad- 
mitted; then,  the  war  of  1812;  then,  the  Tariff;  then,  the 
Missouri  Compromise ;  then,  Nullification  and  the  Tariff  Com- 
promise; then,  the  Florida  War;  then,  the  Annexation  of 
Texas ;  and  last  of  all,  the  War  with  Mexico,  and  the  conquest 
of  New  Mexico  and  the  Califomias.  And,  as  instruments  and 
consequences  of  these  victories,  the  appointment  of  almost 
every  President  and  important  Executive,  Judicial,  Diplomatic 
or  Military  ofllicer.  They  have  had  the  victory  and  the  spoils 
of  victory  for  sixty  years,  and  the  sluggish  North  is  but  begin- 
ning to  open  its  stupid  eyes  to  the  fact.  It  is  certainly  encour- 
aging to  know  that  its  eyes  were  not  sealed  in  a  judicial 
blindness,  but  that  there  was  a  reach  of  audacity  which  could 
pour  twilight,  at  least,  upon  them.  That,  though  it  had  been 
laboring  mute  as  a  camel  under  the  heaviest  load  that  Slavery 
could  bind  upon  its  back,  for  years,  a  weight  could  be  at  last 
found  of  which  it  would  be  impatient 

We  have  always  thought,  and  said,  that  the  only  hope  of  the 
North  lay  in  the  very  insolence  of  the  encroachments  of  Sla- 
'very.  This  history  proves  it  Having  submitted  patiently  to 
the  extension  of  the  domain,  and,  consequently,  the  duration,  of 
Slavery,  over  millions  of  square  miles  and  years  unknown,  and 
waged  two  bloody  wars  in  its  quarrel,  the  North  at  last  recal- 
citrates against  the  putting  of  the  new  territory  to  the  uses  for 
which  it  was  acquired.  No  resistance  was  made  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  Mexican  territory  by  conquest,  though  its  acquisition 
for  any  purpose  was  as  gross  an  outrage  as  could  well  be  per- 
petrated, if  the  tattered  parchment  of  the  Constitution  had  any 
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Tirtue  in  it ;  bat  after  it  had  been  won  at  a  great  cost  of  blood 
and  treasure,  then  suddenly  we  awake  to  the  consequences  of 
oar  own  act,  and  refuse  to  permit  it  to  be  occupied  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  had  been  won !  It  is  hopeful  to  see  that 
these  latent  sparks  of  vital  heat  exist,  for  they  may  yet  be 
kindled  into  a  consuming  fire.  But  it  is  the  perpetual  watchings 
and  the  unwearied  importunity  of  the  Abolitionists  for  the  last 
eighteen  years  that  are  to  be  thanked  for  keeping  them  alive. 
Their  unwelcome  message  has  forced  its  way  into  the  unwilling 
ears  of  the  people,  and  compelled  them  to  see  where  they  are 
and  whither  they  are  going. 

And,  after  all,  the  North  deserves  no  credit  for  what  it  has 
dime,  any  more  than  pity  for  what  it  has  suffered.  It  has,  all 
along,  been  willing  to  sacrifice  the  Slave  to  its  own  imagined 
advantage,  and  then  made  a  great  merit  of  it,  as  if  it  had  been 
sacrificing  itself  all  the  while  I  It  has  been  willing  to  purchase 
the  delusive  benefits  of  a  deceptive  Union  at  the  successive 
cost  of  these  concessions  of  its  own  true  interest  and  the  in- 
terests of  humanity.  And  even  the  best  of  those  who  are 
aroused  to  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  Slavery 
are  still  willing  to  guarantee  to  it  all  the  comfort  and  protection 
which  the  Constitution  extends  to  it  And,  now,  it  is  because 
the  North  sees  that  the  cry  of  the  South  is  that  of  the  leech's 
daughter,  **  give,  give,''  and  that  there  is  no  end  to  its  cupidity 
and  its  demands,  but  that  an  extent  of  territory  is  to  be  extorted 
for  the  purposes  of  Slavery^  sufficient  to  place  the  sceptre 
forever  in  her  gripe,  it  is  therefore  that  the  North  is  tardily  and 
imperfectly  arousing  its  energies  to  resistance.  If  it  had  not 
had  its  vitality  developed  by  the  state  into  which  its  guilty 
selfishness  and  indifierence  to  the  wrongs  of  the  Slave  had 
brought  it,  it  would  have  been  indeed  plunged  in  the  sleep  of 
death.  And  the  first  restless  tossing  of  the  giant  under  his 
mountain-load  of  indignities  and  oppressions,  is  enough  to 
startle  into  stillness,  for  the  time  being,  the  onward  march  of 
tyranny.  What  might  it  not  have  done  had  its  heart  been 
always  right,  as  its  hand  has  been  ever  strong !  How  would 
Slavery  have  vanished  away  before  its  face  like  a  guilty  dream ! 

The  present  session  of  Congress  has  not  been  without  its 
witnesses  to  the  presence  of  Slavery  in  all  our  National  Afiairs, 
and  to  the  change  which  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  Northern 
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legislators.  A  petition,  emanating  from  a  Convention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Mexico,  praying  for  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, with  exclusion  of  Slavery,  presented  by  Mr.  Benton,  has 
been  *  denounced  by  Mr.  Calhoun  as  "insolent  and  disrespect- 
ful ! "  Mr.  Palfrey,  in  the  House,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  all  Acts  of  Congress  establishing  and 
maintaining  Slaveryin  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  leave  to 
introduce  was  refused,  indeed,  but  by  only  a  majority  of  13  (82 
nays  to  69  yeas).  Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Committee  on  Territories  to  report  bills  organizing 
Governments  for  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  excluding 
Slavery  therefrom.  It  was  forthwith  moved  to  lay  this  reso- 
lution on  the  table.  This  was  rejected,  by  107  nays  to  80 
yeas.  The  resolution  was  then  adopted  by  the  same  vote.  A 
motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  107  to 
82.  So  that,  if  the  Committee  obey  its  instructions,  we  shall 
soon  see  the  battle  renewed  on  its  merits.  Mr.  Giddings  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  District  to 
express  their  desire  as  to  the  continuance  of  Slavery  therein. 
A  motion  to  lay  this  motion  upon  the  table  was  carried,  by 
106  to  70,  after  a  short  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Giddings  main- 
tained the  equal  rights  of  blacks  as  well  as  of  whites  to  vote 
on  this  and  all  other  political  occasions,  elicited  by  a  Slavehold- 
ing  interrogatory.  Mr.  Palfrey  has  given  notice  of  a  bill  for 
securing  to  all  American  freemen,  deprived  of  personal  liberty, 
the  protection  of  a  trial  by  jury.  And  last  in  this  list  of  blows 
aimed  at  Slavery,  or  some  of  its  adjuncts,  came  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Gott,  of  New  York,  instructing  the  Committee 
on  the  District  forthwith  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  A  motion  to  lay 
it  on  the  table,  instantaneously  made,  was  lost,  85  to  83,  and 
the  previous  question  carried  for  the  purpose,  on  the  part  of 
some,  to  cut  off  debate,  and  of  others  to  come  at  once  to  the 
main  question.  The  main  question  being  put,  it  was  found  to 
be  carried  by  a  vote  of  98  to  87 1  Great  excitement  followed. 
Mr.  Holmes  of  South  Carolina  proposed  a  secession  of  Southern 
members,  himself  setting  the  example,  and  was  laughed  at  for 
his  pains.  Later  in  the  same  day  Mr.  Floumoy,  of  Virginia, 
moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  District  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  back  again  to  Maryland^ 
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all  the  Distriot,  excepting  that  portion  covered  by  the  public 
buildings.  And  this  motion  was  sustained  by  a  large  majority. 
We  have  no  time  or  space  to  speculate  upon  whereto  these 
things  may  grow.  But  they  are  signs  of  a  state  of  things  at  the 
North  more  hopeful  than  those  of  former  years,  and  afibrd  en- 
couragement to  continued  and  increased  Anti- Slavery  Agitation. 
The  history  of  the  farther  doings  of  this  session  will  come 
within  the  scope  of  our  next  Eeport. 

DEATH   OF   Ma.  ADAMS. 

The  last  session  of  Congress  was  also  made  memorable  by 
the  death  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  which  occurred  under  circum- 
stances which  if  mournful,  caimot  but  be  regarded  as  fit  and  for- 
tunate. After  a  life  of  more  than  fourscore  years,  and  more  than 
half  a  century  of  public  service,  he  fell  at  last  at  his  post  in  the 
Capitol,  on  the  2 1st  of  February,  and  expired  within  its  walls 
on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  This  is  no  occasion  to  recite  anew 
the  history  or  the  eulogy  of  Mr.  Adams's  public  life.  His 
virtues  and  his  errors  now  belong  to  history  and  to  posterity, 
which  will  not  fail  to  pronounce  a  just  judgment  upon  them.  It 
is  enough  to  say  that  brilliant  as  may  have  been  his  long  career 
as  a  Diplomatist,  as  Prime  Minister  to  Mr.  Monroe,  or  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  his  enduring  and  distinctive  fame 
will  rest  upon  the  labors  of  his  later  years,  in  the  representative 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  Northern  rights 
assailed  by  Slaveholding  aggression.  This  has  connected  his 
memory  with  the  history  of  the  great  struggle  for  human  rights, 
which,  afler  all,  is  the  only  history  that  makes  a  permanent  and 
extensive  impression  on  the  mind  of  dispassionate  posterity. 
For  his  manly  defence  of  the  Right  of  Petition  he  deserves 
high  honor  and  perpetual  remembrance.  Though  he  did  not 
accept,  at  least  until  near  his  death,  the  doctrine  that  Slavery 
should  be  swept  from  the  National  Domain  at  Washington,  as 
a  National  disgrace,  by  the  Nation's  hand,  still  he  led  the  forlorn 
hope  which  carried  the  entrenchments  thrown  up  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  Slavery  against  the  hands  of  its  assailants,  and 
helped  to  make  this  work  of  his  successors  possible  and  com- 
paratively easy.  The  state  of  things  in  which  we  now  rejoice, 
by  which  the  question  of  Slavery  has  become  the  chief,  ahnost 
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the  only  engrossing,  topic  of  public  and  private  discassion,  if 
laxgely  owing  to  the  resohite  and  unwearied  pioneering  of  Mr. 
Adams.  He  had  a  true  hatred  of  Slavery,  which  grew  stronger 
and  stronger  as  his  life  declined.  Had  he  survived  yet  longer, 
we  believe  that  his  last  days  would  have  been  signalized  by 
more  direct  attacks  upon  Slavery  than  those  which  had  dis- 
tinguished his  past  career.  His  death  called  forth  almost  unan- 
imous demonstrations  of  respect  and  sorrow  from  almost  every 
portion  of  the  country.  Even  they  who  had  threatened  him 
with  expulsion,  if  not  with  assassination,  for  his  stand  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  Slave  Power,  at  last  assumed  a 
sorrow,  if  they  had  it  not,  over  the  hearse  of  the  Nestor  who 
had  seen  three  generations  of  public  men,  whose  memory 
extended  back  to  the  heroic  age  of  our  history,  and  whose 
pubUc  hfe  was  nearly  contemporaneous  with  our  National  ex- 
istence. But  his  loss  was  the  most  deeply  felt,  as  his  memory 
will  be  the  most  sacredly  cherished,  by  those  who  saw  in  him 
the  Embodiment  of  the  old  spirit  of  Liberty,  the  Champion  of 
human  rights  in  the  warfare  waged  against  them  by  Slavery. 

THE    WHIG   AND    DEMOCRATIC   PARTIES. 

The  poUtical  game  of  the  last  year  has  been  complicated  by 
the  occiurrence  of  the  Quadrennial  Election.  The  chief  end  of 
American  Politics  being  the  manufacture  of  Presidents,  all  other 
matters  of  public  interest  shrink  into  nothingness  as  each  of  our 
Olympiads  dmws  towards  its  close.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Presidential  campaign  the  Democmtic  Party  seemed  to  be 
established  as  Lords  of  the  Ascendent  They  had  waged  the 
Mexican  War  and  fought  it  to  the  end  it  aimed  at  The  pa- 
tronage of  the  Government  was  in  their  hands.  They  had  all 
the  usual  advantages  possessed  by  a  dominant  party  for  influ- 
encing an  impending  election.  It  seemed  as  if  the  choice  of 
the  Candidate  of  the  Party  by  the  Convention  at  Baltimore 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  choice  by  the  People  at  the  Polls. 
Every  eflR)rt  was  accordingly  put  forth  by  the  prominent  candi- 
dates to  secure  the  nomination  which  was  sure  to  be  registered 
and  confirmed  by  the  Electoral  Colleges.  These  efibrts  were, 
as  usual,  mainly  directed  towards  the  conciliation  of  the  South. 
General  Cass,  Judge  Woodbury,  General  Worth,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
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and  all  who  entertained  a  dream  of  that  exaltation,  were  prompt 
in  the  performance  of  their  homage  and  the  assurance  of  their 
allegiance.  When  the  Convention  met  in  May,  after  several 
ballotings  General  Cass  received  the  requisite  two-thirds,  the 
established  rule  of  the  party  of  the  largest  liberty,  by  which 
the  voice  of  the  Slaveholding  minority  is  made  potential  and 
supreme.  He  was,  accordingly,  proclaimed  as  the  chosen  of 
the  ruling  party,  and  his  election,  as  well  as  his  calling,  was 
accounted  sure. 

And  so  it  would  have  been,  had  not  the  Democratic  Party 
itself,  put  an  instrument  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  to 
chastise  themselves  withal.  They  had  taught  "  bloody  instruc- 
tions" for  their  own  purposes, 


" which  beiDg  taught,  returned 

To  plague  the  inventors.  ' 

The  Mexican  War  which.the  Democratic  Party  had  counted 
upon  as  its  cheval  de  bataille,  the  war-horse  which  was  to  bear 
it  on  to  victory,  grew  restive  and  immanageable,  and  threw  it 
disgracefully  in  the  mire.  The  leaders  had  conjured  up  spirits 
which  they  could  not  conjure  down  again,  and  the  result  was 
their  defeat  and  confusion.  The  relations  of  the  two  great 
parties  towards  tlie  Mexican  War  became  oddly  assorted.  The 
Whigs  who  had  denounced  the  War  in  advance,  and  as  it  pro- 
ceeded, as  a  piratical  and  murderous  foray  into  Mexico  for  the 
base  purposes  of  Slavery,  but  who  had  taken  especial  pains  to 
keep  on  good  terms  with  it  by  doing  all  things  needful  and 
necessary  to  aid  and  comfort  it,  found  themselves  obliged  to 
accept  one  of  its  creatures  for  their  Leader.  A  change  in  the 
game  was  demanded.  The  Democrats  had  ruled  long  enough 
by  the  grace  of  Slavery.  It  was  time  for  the  Whigs  to  lay 
claim  to  their  share  of  its  smiles  and  blessings.  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Webster,  not  to  mention  Judge  McLean  and  Mr.  Corwin, 
were  obviously  unavailables.  A  new  candidate  must  be  found, 
or  Whig  supremacy  deferred  till  the  Greek  Kalends.  One 
fortunately  offered  himself,  who  united  the  nsuaUy  incompatible 
qualifications  of  personal  notoriety  and  entire  absence  or  con- 
cealment of  political  principles.  General  Taylor  had  passed 
his  life  in  the  camp,  and  professed  to  have  no  practical  ac- 
quaintance with  civil  afi^uis.    His  n&me  was  a  new  one,  having 
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been  unknown  beyond  the  narrowest  circle  of  his  personal  and 
professional  acquaintances,  until  his  movement  upon  the  Mexi- 
can territory  in  1846.  But  he  was  a  successful  and  popular 
General,  a  large  Slaveholder  and,  what  was  better,  a  sugar 
planting  one,  which  identified  his  personal  interests  with  the 
poUcy  of  Protection,  and  what  could  "  the  Anti- Slavery  Party  "  of 
the  country  ask  for  more  ?  The  black  swan  of  a  Tariff-loving 
Slaveholder,  who  would  thus  mingle  the  hostile  drops  of 
Northern  and  Southern  interests  into  oue,  was  found,  and  he 
was  hailed  as  a  bird  of  good  omen  to  the  thirsting  Whigs. 

General  Taylor,  himself,  indeed,  knew  how  to  play  his  game 
with  an  adroitness  which  would  have  done  honor  to  one  hack- 
neyed in  the  hells  of  politics.  He  did  not  desire  the  office,  — 
*  not  he  !  But  if  the  people  chose  to  place  him  in  it,  against  his 
wishes,  it  must  be  as  the  President  of  the  People,  and  not  of  a 
Party.  He  must  be  untrammelled  by  pledges,  and  must  con- 
duct the  Government  as  he  thoijght  best.  He  professed  his 
wiUingness  to  accept  the  nomination  of  any  and  all  parties,  and 
it  was  distinctly  understood  that  he  would  run  whether  nom- 
inated or  not  by  cither  of  the  great  factions.  Even  after  the 
nomination  at  Philadelphia,  he  gratefully  accepted  one  from  a 
Democratic  meeting  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  the  name  of  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Vice  President,  substituted  fur  the 
Whig  nominee.  But  with  all  his  declarations  against  commit- 
ting himself  to  any  system  of  party  measures,  two  great  facts 
stood  out  before  the  world.  The  one,  that  he  was  a  Slave- 
holder, which  was  security  to  the  South  that  he  was  to  be 
trusted  on  the  Slavery  question ;  and  the  other,  that  he  was  a 
sugar  planter,  which  assured  the  North  that  he  must  be  favorable 
to  the  poHcy  of  Protection.  With  these  advantages  he  came 
into  the  Convention  of  June,  at  Philadelphia.  His  party  were 
bent  and  resolute  to  carry  their  point,  and  never  wavered  in  their 
purpose.  The  friends  of  other  candidates,  after  three  unsuc- 
cessful ballotings,  abandoned  them  in  sufficient  number  to  se- 
cure his  nomination  on  the  fourth.  The  scene  at  the  Conven- 
tion was  disorderly  and  riotous  in  the  highest  degree.  It  refused 
to  lay  down  any  platform  of  principles.  It  voted  down  a  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Tilden,  of  Ohio,  affirming  the  right  of 
Congress  to  aboHsh  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  to  forbid  its 
extension  into  the  new  ones.    All,  however,  might  have  gone 
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oflT  with  apparent  and  external  satisfaction,  had  not  Mr.  Allen 
and  Mr.  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  their  emphatic 
sense  of  the  political  trick  that  had  been  played  upon  the  Whigs 
of  the  North.  Mr.  Allen  declared  the  Whig  party  dissolved, 
and  Mr.  Wilson  avowed  his  intention  of  doing  all  he  could  to 
defeat  the  election  of  Taylor.  This  rebellion  in  the  camp, 
excited  a  storm  of  obloquy  upon  the  heads  of  the  withdrawing 
Abdiels ;  but  it  prevented  the  farce  of  a  fictitious  unanimity,  and 
was  a  symptom  that  there  did  yet  survive  some  spirit  in  the 
ranks,  if  not  among  the  leaders,  of  the  Whig  Party. 

This  contumacy  on  the  part  of  these  members  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Delegation,  and  the  adherence  of  the  whole  of  them, 
(with  the  exception  of  Mr.  George  Lunt,  whose  fantastic  Pro-  ^ 
Slavery  tricks,  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  in  1836,  are  fresh 
in  all  Anli- Slavery  memories.)  to  the  name  of  Daniel  Webster, 
lost  her  the  glory  of  furnishing  the  Vice  President  for  the 
ensuing  term.  But  Massachusetts  submitted  with  singular 
patience  to  this  affliction,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  the  circum^ 
stance  lost  Geneml  Taylor  a  single  vote. 

At  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the  Philadelphia  Conven- 
tion, when  the  two  Parties  had  thus  placed  their  champions  in 
the  lists,  they .  entertained  little  doubt  that  the  disaffected  of 
their  numbers  would  fall  back  again,  after  a  few  murmurings, 
and  the  contest  be  settled,  as  on  former  occasions,  by  the  award 
of  the  South  in  favor  of  him  that  should  prove  most  worthy 
of  her  smile.  Of  the  circumstances  which  complicated  and 
perplexed  these  calculations,  and  of  the  effect  they  had  upon 
the  result,  we  shall  presently  speak.  The  election  was  one  of 
the  most  excited  and  exciting  that  has  ever  occorred.  The 
balance  hung  so  dubiously  in  many  of  the  States,  that  the  result 
was  uncertain  to  the  last,  in  a  degree  seldom  before  known. 
Although  General  Taylor  was  at  last  chosen  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  Electoral  votes,  still  those  Electors  were  chosen  by  an 
absolute  minority  of  the  voters !  So  cunningly  is  our  frame  of 
government  contrived  for  placing  the  majority  at  the  disposal  of 
the  minority !  It  was  the  confidence  of  the  South  in  the  fidelity 
of  Gteneral  Taylor  to  Slavery  —  a  confidence  resting  upon  his 
personal  interests  and  position,  —  that  obtained  for  him,  first, 
the  nomination,  and  then  the  victory.  Whether  the  North  will 
find  her  share  of  expectation  fulfilled,  remains  yet  to  be  seen. 
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The  Democrats  aire  waiting  patiently  to  see  whether  the  Whig 
candidate  will  not  answer  a  very  good  Democratic  purpose. 
The  attempts  which  will  be  made,  during  this  session  of  Con- 
gress to  put  the  Slavery-extension  question  at  rest,  by  some 
compromise  which  will  save  General  Taylor  the  responsibiUty 
of  action  upon  it,  can  hardly  be  successful.  Without  pretending 
to  a  prophetic  character  we  shall  risk  little  in  affirming  that  the 
next  Administration  will  be  all  that  the  Slave  Power  can  wish. 
And  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  North  will  again  find  itself 
►  deceived  and  betrayed,  and  a  new  proof  be  afibrded  that' there 
can  be  no  Union  with  Slaveholders. 

THE    FREE    SOIL  PARTT. 

In  the  report  which  we  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  last 
year,  speaking  of  the  political  signs  of  the  times,  and  particu- 
larly in  New  York,  we  said  "  A  Northern  Party  is  unquesticm- 
ably  at  hand.  Like  the  sects  of  Jerusalem,  the  jarring  parties 
at  the  North  will  yet  unite  and  present  a  formidable  front  to  the 
common  enemy.  There  is  Anti- Slavery  spirit  enough  in  the 
Free  States  to  create  a  formidable,  if  not  a  predominant  party. 
All  that  is  needed  is  men  of  personal  integrity  and  moral 
courage  to  take  the  lead.  We  think  the  emergency  will  soon 
arise,  if  it  have  not  arisen  already,  to  call  them  forth."  The 
events  of  the  past  year  have  shown  that,  in  thus  speaking,  we 
did  not  prophesy  vain  things.  The  occasion  has  offered  itself, 
it  was  seized,  and  the  nucleus  of  the  great  Northern  Party,  yet 
to  be,  is  gathered  to  a  point. 

The  elements  of  political  disaffection,  the  union  of  which 
grew  into  the  Free  Soil  Party,  had  manifested  themselves  in 
various  ways,  and  for  a  long  time  past.  Especially  in  New 
York,  the  bad  faith  that  had  been  shown  to  her  favorite  son  by 
the  Convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Polk,  had  prepared  many  of 
the  Democratic  party  there  for  a  display  of  resistance  to  the 
Power  which  has  always  ruled  that  party,  whenever  a  fitting 
occasion  should  arise.  Of  this  we  spoke  last  year  when  de- 
scribing the  Conventions  at  Utica  and  Herkimer.  The  nomi- 
nation of  General  Cass,  and  the  virtual  exclusion  of  the  Bam- 
bomer  delegates,  by  the  Baltimore  Convention,  caused  the  first 
hostile  demonstration.     This  took  a  tangible  shape  at  a  Con- 
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veation  called  at  XJtica  in  June,  which  denounced  the  nomination 
of  Cass,  and  took  firm  and  decided  ground  in  favor  of  Free 
Territory.  It  also  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  for  the 
Presidency.  This  Convention  was  composed  of  many  of  the 
most  prominent  Democmts  of  New  York  and  struck  no  small 
consternation  into  the  hearts  of  the  Party  throughout  the 
country. 

Immediately  after  the  Philadelphia  Conventioii  the  Whig 
discontents  began  to  make  themselves  manifest.  A  Convention 
of  all  dissentients  from  the  two  nominations  was  invited  to 
meet  at  Buffalo  in  August  A  Convention  was  called  by  the 
Conscience  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  to  meet  at  Worcester,  on 
the  28th  of  June.  Similar  movements  took  place  in  other 
States.  The  Convention  at  Worcester  was  one  of  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  State,  and  characterized  by  a  resolute  purpose 
and  a  strong  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Giddings  of  Ohio,  who  attended 
and  gave  added  interest  to  it,  subsequently  spoke  in  Boston 
and  other  places  with  great  effect  In  August,  the  .National 
Mass  Convention  met  at  Buffalo,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  political  meetings  on  record.  Vast  multitudes  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  of  all  the  political  parties,  came  together 
and  seemed  to  be  melted  into  one  by  their  zeal  against  the 
aggressions  of  Slavery.  Though  they  looked  only  to  the  re- 
straint of  Slavery  within  the  bounds  which  they,  themselves, 
or  their  fathers  for  them,  had  erected  for  its  protection,  still  the 
opposition , sprang  from  a  deep  and  strong  An  ti- Slavery  ^senti- 
ment Though  it  was  far  from  being  the  full  harvest  of  the 
many  years  sowing  of  the  Abolitionists,  it  was  the  happy 
springing  of  the  green  blade  and  the  forming  ear,  which  can 
hardly  fail  to  grow  up  unto  a  full  fruition.  The  nomination  of 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  of  Qharles  Francis  Adams  was  made 
with  great  unanimity  and  enthusiasm  by  a  body  made  up  of 
original  elements  of  the  most  extreme  contrariety. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  afforded  a  convenient 
loop-hole  for  the  escape  of  those  Whigs  who  began  to  find 
their  consciences  heavier  than  they  could  bear  in  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day  to  which  they  were  called.  We  have  no 
particular  faith  in  the  political  honesty  of  those  politicians  who 
profiflffed  to  be  strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
principles  incarnated  in  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  yet  refused  to 
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support  him  on  the  groand  of  his  former  malfeasances,  aod 
gave  their  votes  to  Taylor  or  Cass  as  men  to  he  preferred  to 
him.  In  politics  it  will  not  do  to  inquire  too  curiously  into  the 
past  history  of  men  prominent  enough  to  he  a  Presidential  can- 
didate. Bygones  must  be  allowed  to  be  bygones.  A  man's 
present  position,  his  contemporary  pledges,  must  be  admitted 
for  the  purposes  of  political  qualification.  Men  who  are  fright- 
ened from  their  political  propriety  by  the  spectre  of  Mr.  Van 
Buret),  are  of  too  queasy  a  constitution  to  last  long,  even  with 
the  most  industrious  patching.  They  would  soon  have  come 
to  an  imtimely  end,  by  some  other  distemper.  The  new  party 
gained  a  loss  in  their  demise.  It  is  absurd  for  men  willing  to 
act  under  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  true  to  its  compromises, 
to  object  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  Mr.  Anybody 
else,  to  be  tHeir  chief  ag^nt  in  maintaining  them,  who  will  con- 
sent to  do  it  in  the  way  they  like  the  best  Mr.  Van  Buren 
answered  the  purpose  of  the  party  that  nominated  him,  as  well 
as  anybody  could. 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  Letter  of  Acceptance  was  a  document  that 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  New  Party,  and  with  justice  ;  for 
it  was  all  that  men  limiting  their  movement  to  the  Platform  of 
the  Buffalo  Convention  could  ask.  It  accepted  that  Platform 
in  full — was  explicit  and  emphatic  on  the  subject  of  Slave- 
Extension — thought  circumstances  have  so  far  changed  as  to 
justify  him  in  approving  an  act  for  the  AboHtion  of  Slavery 
in  th^  District,  though  he  does  not  think  it  advis^le  —  and 
adopted  the  views  of  the  Convention  as  to  Internal  Improve- 
ments, Public  Lands,  and  a  Revenue  Tariff  It  made  Mr. 
Van  Buren  out  to  be  a  very  suitable  candidate  for  the  Con- 
science  Whigs,  the  Bambiiming  Democrats,  the  Liberty  Party, 
and  for  all,  generally,  who  are  coptent  to  keep  Slavery  where 
it  is,  and  to  fight  it  with  their  hands  tied  with  the  compromises 
woven  by  their  fathers,  and  worn  willingly  by  themselves. 

But  though  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  do  very  well  for  the  Move- 
ment Whigs,  Democrats,  and  Third  Party  Men,  he  is  far  enough 
from  coming  up  to  the  mark  of  the  Abolitionists.  His  whole 
argument  rests  upon  the  interference  of  Slavery  with  Northern 
infitience  and  rights,  and  the  danger  of  its  power  being  aug- 
mented and  perpetuated  by  its  extensic^  over  new  terrileries. 
He  has  nothing  to  say,  except  slightly  and  inferentially,  against 
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Slavery  itself.  He  is  profoundly  respectful  to  the  Slave  States 
and  Slaveholders,  and  piously  regardful  of  the  Compromises  of 
the  Constitution.  Now  all  this  is  what  the  New  Party  want 
He  and  they  should  be  all  this.  They  contemplate  remaining 
in  a  Slaveholdiog  Union,  and  putting  forth  the  united  strength 
of  the  confederacy  for  the  maintenance  of  Slavery  within  its 
appropriate  sphere.  He  justly  represents  the  party  in  all  this. 
He  plainly  states  the  grievance  of  the  non-Slaveholding  States, 
as  it  lies  iri  his  mind :  that  they  have  been  disappointed  of  the 
political  supremacy,  the  expectation  of  which  induced  them  to 
assist  "  in  investing  the  Slaveholding  States  with  the  privileges 
and  guarantees  of  the  Constitution."  Which  means,  being  in- 
terpreted, in  engaging  to  let  them  import  slaves  for  twenty 
years,  to  send  back  their  captives,  to  put  down  their  insurrec- 
tions, and  to  give  them  three  votes  for  every  five  slaves.  And 
it  is  not  the  atrocity  of  the  bargain  that  shocks  Mr.  Van  Buren 
so  much,  but  the  being  overreached  in  the  consideration. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  at  great  pains  to  exculpate  the  Wilmot 
Proviso  from  the  imputation  of  being  disrespectful  to  the  Slave- 
holding  States !  He  talks  a  deal  of  twaddle  about  "  the  true 
glory  of  the  Confederacy,"  and  of  "  the  humiliation  of  a  part 
tarnishing  the  glory  of  the  whole."  He  thinks  that  the  North- 
em  people  are  so  "  national  in  their  feelings,"  and  cherish  so 
"  deep  a  soUcitude  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  all  its  mem- 
bers," that  if  "  they  believed  the  success  of  this  measure  would 
draw  after  it  such  grave  consequences,  they  would  be  among 
the  last  to  uphold  it  I "  Polite  Mr.  Van  Buren  I  We  always 
heard  he  was  a  well-bred  gentleman,  but  he  seems  to  be  the 
very  pink  of  courtesy  and  mirror  of  knighthood.  Lord  Ches- 
terfield was  a  boor  to  him!  The  glory  of  a  Slaveholding 
I<totion !  The  honor  of  woman-whipping  and  baby-stealing 
ruffians ! 

We  think  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  quite  out  in  his  inference,  that 
because  the  Slave  States  were  in  favor  of  the  Ordinance  of 
17o7,  that  it  was  from  any  predilection  for  freedom.  It  was  be- 
cause they  were  jealous  of  the  competition  of  new  States  in 
their  own  departments  of  production,  and  because  the  prohibi- 
bition  of  the  Foreign  trade  had  not  given  rise  to  the  Great 
American  System  of  the  Protection  of  the  Domestic  Manufac* 
tore  of  Men,  that  they  were  eager  with  theif  concurrence. 
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Who  believes  these  men  would  be  thus  unanimous  now,  were 
the  work  to  do  again  ?  Equally  strange  appears  to  us  his 
way  of  looking  at  passing  events,  if  he  were  induced  to  declare 
his  intention  of  vetoing  an  Act  for  Abolishing  Slavery  in  the 
District  by  the  apprehension  of  a  servile  war !  If  "  the  extent 
to  which  this  subject  was  pressed"  created  such  a  danger  then, 
surely,  it  must  be  ten  times  greater  now.  And  yet,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  will  not  veto  a  Bill  now  I  A  servile  war !  Three  mil- 
lions of  unarmed,  uneducated  slaves,  fighting  against  seventeen 
millions  of  intelhgent  enemies,  armed  to  the  teeth  I  Does  Mr. 
Van  Buren  think  there  can  be  any  fear,  or  any  hope,  of  such  a 
war  as  long  as  this  Union  endures  ? 

But  we  have  no  purpose  of  criticising  this  letter.  It  speaks 
for  itself.  It  is  all  that  voters  under  the  Constitution  have  a 
right  to  ask.  Mr.  Van  Buren  fitly  represents  the  party  of  which 
he  is  the  head.  He  will  oppose  the  extension  of  Slavery  over 
New  States ;  but  he  will  maintain  its  constitutional  rights  in 
the  Old.  He  will  still  deliver  up  the  fugitive  slave  to  the  ty- 
rant out  of  whose  hand  he  has  escaped.  If  a  Sable  Revolu- 
tion is  on  foot,  he  will  crush  it  with  the  whole  force  of 
the  Nation.  He  will  uphold-  the  Oligarchy  which  rules  over 
us,  by  maintaining  their  right  to  rule  by  virtue  of  their  own- 
ership in  human  flesh.  All  this  he  must  do,  if  he  be  true 
to  the  Constitution  he  will  swear  to  support.  All  this  they 
who  appoint  him  their  minister  by  their  ballots,  empower  and 
instruct  him  to  do,  by  the  terms  of  that  Commission  which 
they  give  him.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  party  leave  the  matter 
of  Slavery  where  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  They  do  not  pro- 
pose to  meddle  with  its  existence,  provided  it  can  live  where  it 
is.  They  only  hope  to  curb  its  further  progress.  This  is  vastly 
better  than  nothing.  It  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  over 
which  we  rejoice.  But  we  cannot  but  see  that  it  is  but  a  very 
short  and  uncertain  step.  A  step  which  might  as  well  not  have 
been  taken,  if  it  be  not  the  precursor  of  another.  And  there  is 
no  other  step  to  be  taken  within  the  Constitution.  This  touch- 
es its  extremest  bounds.  The  Abolitionists  have  transcended 
its  limits.  They  refuse  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  consequently,  to 
bind  others  by  it  They  stand  outside  of  it,  and  demand  a 
purer  Constitution  and  a  holier  Union.  All  they  have  to  do  at 
this  crisis,  is,  tp  stand  firmly  in  their  present  advanced  and  im- 
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pregnable  position,  and  urge  tipon  all  genuine  enemies  of 
Slavery  to  come  up  and  do  battle  by  their  side. 

The  nominations  made  and  accepted,  the  Free  Soil  Party 
was  instant,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  the  promotion  of 
its  success.  Its  prominent  members  spared  neither  time  nor 
talent  in  preaching  its  doctrine  and  rec6mmending  its  practice: 
Mass  meetings  were  held*at  all  suitable  points,  and  assemblies 
gathered  in  almost  every  village  to  hear  the  new  word.  The 
result  was  the  rallying  of  a  large  minority,  most  respectable  in 
point  of  character,  as  the  germ  of  a  new  party.  With  the 
result  its  members  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  Its  suc- 
cess was  unprecedented,  taking  into  consideration  its  brief 
existence  and  formidable  foes.  Its  birth,  too,  was  connected 
with  the  death  of  the  Third  Political  Party,  which  merged  itself 
in  the  New  Party,  with  a  joyful  suicide.  At  Boston,  at  the  time 
of  the  State  Free  Soil  Convention,  the  "  Liberty  Party "  for- 
mally dissolved  itself  This  was  also  done  in  New  York,  and 
we  believe  in  most  of  the  States  where  that  Party  had  a  recog- 
nized existence.  Thus  this  impediment  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
Movement  is  at  last  removed  out  of  the  way.  It  was  a  neces- 
sary concomitant  of  genaine  Anti- Slavery,  as  counterfeit  coin  is 
sure  to  follow  dose  on  the  heels  of  sterling  money.  A  spurious 
Abolitionism  sprung  up  in  the  presence  of  the  true,  as  naturally 
and  inevitably  as  the  shade  follows  the  substance.  The  Aboli- 
tionists had  startled  the  selfish  dreams  of  the  State,  and  dis- 
turbed the  fat  slumbers  of  the  Church.  A  new  impulse  was 
communicated  to  the  mind  of  the  country.  The  general  atten- 
tion was  attracted  to  the  wrongs  of  the  slave  and  to  the  com- 
plicity of  the  politics,  and  yet  more  the  religion,  of  the  land  in 
them.  The  ramifications  of  Slavery  were  found  to  reach  far- 
ther than  the  clearest  vision  had  discerned  in  the  early  days  of 
the  cause.  It  seemed  as  if  the  blows  which  were  dealing  to 
it  must  shake  pulpits  and  affiliated  theologies,  as  well  as  State- 
houses  and  parties.  A  way  of  escape  had  to  be  devised  for 
those  who,  either  through  inadvertence  or  mistake,  found  them- 
selves thundering  at  the  gates  of  the  Church.  That  way  was 
discovered  to  lie  through  the  gates  of  politics. 

This  way  was  an  effectual  one.  It  comfortably  conducted 
the  ministers,  whose  equanimity  had  been  disturbed  by  the 
wholesale  Ultraism  of  Anti- Slavery,  back  to  the  worid;  and 
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there  they  found  ready  to  join  them,  a  company  of  (he  reftiae 
politicians  of  the  two  old  political  parties.  Every  one  that  was 
in  distress,  and  every  one  that  was  discontented,  joined  them- 
selves nnto  them,  and  they  became  a  party.  Besides  these, 
there  was  a  proportion  of  honest  men  and  sincere  Abolitionists, 
who  did  verily  believe  that  this  was  the  best  way  of  attacking 
Slavery.  But  the  description  of  persons  that  gave  tone  to  it 
were  not  such  as  conld  give  confidence  or  respectabiUty  to  any 
association  which  they  led.  As  its  origin  was  factious,  its 
coarse  has  been  devious.  It  had  one  set  of  principles  for  the 
East,  and  another  for  the  West  Now  it  regarded  the  Consti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States  as  an  Anti- Slavery  instrument; 
and,  again,  it  recognized  its  Pro- Slavery  character.  At  one 
time  it  professed  to  stand  on  the  highest  religions  and  moral 
ground ;  and  anon  it  turned  a  somerset  into  the  arms  of  Hale 
or  Van  Buren,  —  very  sensibly  regarding  availability  as  a  ma(^ 
better  thing  in  a  candidate,  than  piety.  But  throughont  its 
course,  and  in  all  its  various  phases,  it  has  shown  none  but  a 
malign  aspect  to  the  Anti- Slavery  cause.  Its  influence,  as  far 
as  it  has  gone,  has  been  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually. 
What  apparent  good  it  may  have  done,  has  been  incidental  and 
accidental.  It  has  retarded,  not  hastened,  the  very  state  of 
political  feeling  which  has  now  devoured  it  up.  The  Free  Soil 
Party  exists,  not  because,  but  in  spite  of  it  We  believe  that 
an  effective  political  opposition  to  Slavery  would  have  been 
embodied  long  since,  had  not  the  ground  been  cumbered  with 
this  preposterous  faction. 

But  for  a  long  time  past  the  Third  Party  has  shown  signs  of 
decrepitude  and  decay.  The  better  portion  of  the  party  have 
grown  tired  of  their  disreputable  leaders  and  their  absurd  posi- 
tion. We  believe  the  respectable  and  honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  joined  themselves  to  it,  have  been  somewhat  impa- 
tient of  the  company  in  which  they  found  themselves,  and  of  the 
impracticable  way  in  which  they  were  set  to  work.  It  was  obvi- 
ous, small  as  the  progress  of  the  party  had  been,  that  it  had  seen 
its  best  days,  and  that  henceforward  its  career  would  be  back- 
ward. In  this  state  of  things,  the  Free  Soil  Party  was  a  perfect 
God-send  to  it  Its  members  had  an  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
respectable  political  status — to  get  into  good  company  again — 
and  they  most  eagerly  embraced  it    With  the  most  earnest 
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apeed,  with  no  coy  reluctanoe,  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice, 
they  united  themselves  with  the  disaffected  portions  of  the  na- 
tional parties  at  Bufialo.  It  was  the  wisest  thing  they  ever  did> 
as  a  party.  They  are  now  in  a  position  in  which  they  can  fairly 
help  to  try  the  experiment  whether  anything  can  be  done,  polit- 
ically and  partywise,  under  the  Constitution,  for  the  control  <» 
the  extinction  of  Slavery.  The  high  character  and  distia- 
gnished  position  of  the  leaders  of  the  New  Party,  will  throw 
those  of  the  Old  one  into  obscurity.  They  can  never  stamp  their 
personality  upon  it  as  they  did  upon  that  which  they  owned 
themselves.  In  subordinate  posts  of  labor  they  may  be  em- 
ployed, though  with  no  good  will ;  but  their  little  brief  impor- 
tance is  gone,  and  their  names  will  be  now  forgotten,  except  in 
connection  with  former  treachery  and  dishonesty  towards  the 
Slave's  cause.  The  sooner  the  better  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
Free  Soil  Movement 

The  day  of  prophecy  is  passed ;  that  of  fulfilment  is  come. 
For  long  years  the  Abolitionists  have  been  looking  forward  to 
the  state  of  things  which  is  now  beginning  to  develope  itself. 
They  have  always  known  that  the  efiect  of  their  labors  would 
at  last  be  seen  in  the  disturbance  of  the  political  elements  and 
the  re-construction  of  the  political  parties.     They  have  seen  and 
said,  for  long  past,  that  there  were  no  principles  on  which  par- 
ties could  divide,  at  this  day,  in  this  country,  excepting  Slavery 
and  Anti- Slavery.     In  point  of  fact,  for  near  thirty  years  there 
has  been  but  One  party,  —  the  Slavery  party,  —  which  has  gov- 
erned the  country  through  the  factions  springing  from  local 
or  economical  interests,  into  which  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try has,  from  time  to  time,  divided  itself.     The  better  portion  of 
those  factions,  who  sincerely  believed  that  vital  principles  were 
wrapped  up  in  their  organizations,  were  slow  to  believe  that 
they  were  powerless  for  good,  —  mere  "  slavish  officers  of  ven- 
geance," —  devices  having  as  little  to.do  with  the  regulation  of 
our  superincumbent  despotism,  as  the  Green  and  Red  F^tctions 
of  the  Byzantine  circus  with  that  of  the  later  emperors.    But 
their  eyes  have  been  torn  open  by  the  insane  fury  of  the  tyrants 
themselves.     They  now  begin  to  discern  in  how  vain  a  shbwit 
is  that  they  have  so  long  been  walking.     And  they  are  bestir- 
ring themselves  to  do  what  they  may  towards  undoing  the 
work  of  former  years. 
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It  is  not  too  much  to  claim  these  results  as  largely  owing  to 
the  labors  of  the  Abolitionists  of  near  twenty  years.  For 
nearly  a  score  of  years  have  they  been  preaching  the  Gospel  of 
the  Wrongs  of  the  Black  Man  and  the  Guilt  of  the  White 
Mao.  They  have  shown  how  the  machinery  of  the  State  and 
the  Church  has  been  prostituted  for  the  comfort  and  encour- 
agement of  the  Master^  and  for  the  crushing  and  despair  of  the 
Slave.  How  poUtical  and  ecclesiastical  jugglers  have  endeav- 
ored, and  with  what  fearful  success,  to  sear  the  consciences, 
to  deaden  the  sensibilities,  to  confuse  the  moral  sense,  to  per- 
plex the  intellectual  perceptions  of  the  American  People.  How 
the  National  Government  has  ever  been,  and  must  ever  be,  in 
its  present  shape,  a  gmnd  Conspiracy  against  Freedom  and 
Humanity.  How  there  is  no  innocence  for  the  individual, 
except  in  refusing  to  use  political  power  when  it  must  needs  be 
directed  for  the  sustentation  of  Slavery,  and  no  Redemption  for 
the  Slave,  and  no  Regeneration  for  iiie  Free,  except  in  a  Revo- 
lution which  will  utterly  separate  Slavery  from  Freedom. 
These  truths  they  have  enunciated  and  enforced  as  they  suc- 
cessively arrived  at  them.  At  every  successive  step  have  they 
been  resisted  and  reviled,  and  men  and  presses  of  all  complex- 
ions of  politics  and  of  every  shade  of  religious  discrepance 
have  united  in  casting  out  their  name  and  their  doctrine  as  evil 

But  the  bread  which  they  had  thus  cast  upon  the  waters  is 
returning  unto  them,  after  many  days.  The  protest  which  they 
have  kept  alive  against  the  National  Crime,  the  continual  claim 
which  they  have  maintained  for  the  rights  of  the  Slave,  the 
Tnith  which,  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept,  they 
have  reiterated  in  men*s  ears,  whether  they  would  hear  or 
whether  they  would  forbear,  have  not  been  uttered  in  vain.  A 
public  sentiment  has  been,  slowly  and  with  difficulty,  created 
by  the  operation  of  Anti- Slavery  papers,  meetings  and  lectures, 
which  reaches  many  who  know  not  whence  the  influences 
which  they  feel  went  forth,  and  which  is  now  beginning  to  be 
seen  in  Congress,  in  State  legislatures,  and  above  all,  in  the 
disorganization  which  is  at  work  in  the  old  political  parties. 
These  are  things  to  make  the  hearts  of  Abolitionists  rejoice. 
It  is  not  the  end,  but  it  is  the  beginning  of  the  end.  It  is  not 
the  harvest,  white  for  the  sickle,  but  it  is  the  bursting  forth  of 
the  green  blade  in  which  the  prophetic  eye  of  Faith  sees  fore- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   TREE    SOIL   PARTY.  91 

shadowed  the  full  triumph  of  the  Harvest-home.  It  is  a  state 
of  things  which  makes  no  difference  in  our  position  or  in  oar 
duties,  though  it  is  full  of  fresh  encouragement  and  new  hope. 

It  makes  no  difference  in  our  position  or  duties,  because  the 
new  movements,  onward  and  hopeful  as  they  may  be,  are  yet 
far  beneath  the  level  of  the  An ti- Slavery  platform.  Qor 
business  is  to  marshal  them  in  the  way  that  they  should  go,  — 
to  lead  them  up  to  yet  loftier  heights,  —  and  not  to  fall  back 
npon  their  imperfect  point  of  progress.  We  hail  their  honor- 
able rebellion  with  joy,  and  we  hold  ourselves  ready  to  do 
whatever  we  may,  consistently  with  our  higher  duties,  to  cheer 
and  help  them.  But  we  may  not  acknowledge  them  as  leading 
the  van  of  the  Movement  against  Slavery,  —  for  they  not  only 
do  not  occupy,  but  they  do  not  claim,  such  a  position.  It  is  a 
joyful  sight  to  see  honorable  and  influential  men  trampling 
upon  their  old  party  banners,  and  falling  into  line  with  their 
former  antagonists,  in  order  to  present  a  more  formidable  front 
to  a  common  enemy,  —  the  common  enemy  of  the  human  race. 
But  it  is,  after  all,  only  cutting  off  the  outposts,  and  preventing 
the  occupation  of  new  country  by  the  enemy,  that  these  new 
allies  propose  to  themselves.  Useful  as  this  service  must  bov 
if  honestly  attempted,  whether  successful  or  not,  it  can  be  re- 
garded only  as  very  secondary  and  subordinate  to  their  own 
office  by  those  who  have  sworn  eternal  hatred  to  the  Adversary, 
and  whose  war-cry  is,  "  Delenda  est !  **  —  Slavery  must  be  ex- 
tirpated, let  what  wDl  perish  with  it ! 

The  scope  of  the  New  Party  is  not  a  wide  one.  It  does  not 
propose  to  itself  any  very  radical  Anti- Slavery  action.  It  is 
only  indirectly  and  by  implication  an  Anti- Slavery  party,  at  all. 
It  touches  the  system  of  Slavery  only  by  opposing  itself  to 
its  growth  in  certain  directions.  If  it  carry  its  point.  Slavery 
will  still  exist  and  flourish.  It  is  a  hopeful  movement  rather 
with  regard  to  the  hopeless  character  of  the  parties  from  which 
its  constituent  elements  have  separated  themselves,  than  to  the 
broad  views  and  high  objects  of  the  party  itself.  It  is  as  a  sign 
of  discontent  with  things  political  as  they  exist,  and  of  a  reach- 
ing after  something  better,  that  it  is  to  be  accepted  by  Aboli- 
tionists as  an  augury  of  good.  If  it  stop  where  it  is,  and  make 
no  forward  movement  hereafter,  it  would  be  better  for  it  and  its 
members  if  it  had  never  Ijeen  bom.     This  is,  doubtless,  the 
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natural  process  of  Revolutionary  ideas  and  movements.  They 
proceed  from  the  lower  to  the  higher;  from  the  imperfect  per- 
ception to  the  full  comprehension  of  the  Trnlh.  We  say  Revo- 
lutionary ideas  and  movements,  because  all  such  as  look  to  the 
removal  of  Slavery  from  this  country,  are,  of  their  own  nature 
and  necessary  tendency,  Revolutionary.  They  strike  at  an 
essential  element  —  at  the  governing  element  —  of  our  Institu- 
tions. As  truly  Revolutionary  as  Ideas  and  Movements  con- 
templating the  extinction  of  the  hereditary  or  monarchiai 
principle  in  the  polity  of  England.  Not  necessarily  Revolutions 
achieved  on  Marston  Moors  and  Bunker's  Hills ;  but  not  the 
less  Revolutionary  because  won  on  fields  where  Public  Opinion 
speaks  with  a  different  but  no  less  authoritative  utterance.  That 
this  is  understood  by  the  Slaveholders,  keenly  observant  and 
sensitive  like  all  aristocrats,  is  shown  by  their  renewed  threats 
of  Disunion  in  view  of  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  at  the 
North. 

The  Free  Soil  Party,  however,  is  not  in  its  nature  and  avowed 
purposes,  a  Revolutionary  party.  For  it  does  not  aim  at  the 
life,  but  only  at  the  growth,  of  Slavery.  Its  name  rightly  de- 
scribes it.  It  is  a  party  for  keeping  Soil  free,  and  not  for  setting 
Men  free.  Now  Freedom  of  Soil  is  a  phrase  of  no  meaning, 
except  in  as  far  as  it  implies  that  of  Men.  Soil  cannot  be  en- 
slaved. It  is  as  impatient  of  chains  and  whips  as  the  sea  or 
the  air.     Calhoun  may  be  mad  as  Xerxes  when 

**  The  waves  he  lashes  and  enchaias  the  wind,*' 

but  he  can  never  make  the  boon  Earth  his  bond-slave.  If  the 
slaves  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  kept  slaves  forever  by  the 
power  of  the  United  States,  it  is  of  no  particular  consequence 
whether  they  be  kept  within  Uie  now  acknowledged  domain 
of  Slavery,  or  scattered  from  the  Potomac  to  Cape  Horn.  It  is 
not  the  diameter  of  the  circle  which  is  to  be  described  around 
the  Fiend  that  is  of  so  much  importance.  It  is  the  potent  ex- 
orcism which  is  to  bind  him  and  send  him  howling  back  to  his 
own  place,  that  we  should  seek  to  discover  and  employ.  It  is 
the  Institution  of  Slavery  that  is  the  curse  of  the  land  and  the 
disgrace  of  human  nature,  and  not  its  permission  in  this  or  that 
portion  of  the  country.  As  soon  as  the  Free  Soil  Party  becomes 
the  direct  antagonist  of  Slavery  proper,  it  necessarily  becomes 
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Revolutionary  in  its  nature.  For  no  political  attack  can  be 
made  upon  it,  in  good  faith,  or  with  any  effect,  **  within  Consti* 
tutional  limits,"  and  by  "  Constitutional  means." 

Supposing  the  Free  Soil  Party  triumphant,  and  all  that  it  pro- 
fesses to  desire  to  do  accomplished,  what  would  be  its  relation 
to  Slavery  where  it  now  exists  ?  Slavery  would  still  be  guar- 
anteed to  the  Slaveholding  States ;  the  masters  would  still  vote 
for  three  out  of  five  of  their  slaves,  as  if  their  own  political 
existence  was  multiplied  in  that  mtio  by  this  sort  of  ownership ; 
if  a  slave  escaped  into  a  Free  Slate,  the  master  would  still 
have  the  right  of  pursuit  and  recapture ;  and  in  case  of  servile, 
revolution,  the  military  arm  of  the  nation,  and,  if  necessary,  the 
whole  force  of  the  Free  States,  would  be  put  forth  to  crush  it. 
All  these  things  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Adams  will  swear  to 
do  when  they  take  their  oaths  to  support  the  Constitution,  and 
these  things  all  those  who,  by  voting  for  them  under  the  Consti- 
tution, shall  elevate  them  to  office,  empower  and  instruct  them 
to  do  in  their  behalf  and  as  their  ministers.  As  far,  then,  as 
Slavery  is  concerned  within  its  present  limits,  and  as  it  now 
exists,  the  Free  Soil  Party  is  as  much  committed  to  its  main- 
tenance, if  it  obtain  power,  as  the  Whig  or  Democratic  party, 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  answer  the  purpose  of  Slavery  quite 
as  well  as  General  Taylor  or  General  Cass,  if  he  be  true  to  the 
oath  he  must  take  as  preliminary  to  the  office.  The  Abolition- 
ists, therefore,  properly  and  distinctively  so  called,  whose 
business  is  the  extinction  of  Slavery  wherever  it  exists  in  the 
nation,  and  who  perceive  that  it  can  never  be  destroyed  by 
supporting  and  defending  it,  either  in  their  own  persons  or  by 
their  political  servants,  appointed  at  the  polls,  can  obviously 
have  nothing  to  do  with  this  movement,  except  to  point  out  its 
short-comings,  and  invite  it  to  advance  to  a  higher  and  more 
practicable  point  of  attack.  As  long  as  it  intends  to  be  true  to 
the  Compromises  of  the  Constitution,  (as  it  must  do,  or  be  for- 
sworn,) it  is  a  Fro- Slavery  party  as  truly  as  either  of  the  three 
others  —  because  it  will  give  Slavery  the  countenance  and  sup- 
port of  the  whole  nation,  just  as  they  would  do,  in  its  place. 

The  New  Party  is  not  the  party  that  is  to  abolish  Slavery  by 
withdrawing  from  it  the  support  of  Northern  bayonets  and  pul- 
pits, of  the  physical  force  and  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Free 
States ;  but  it  will  prepare  the  way  for  its  advent    It  is  not 
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the  Deliverer,  bat  it  is  the  Messenger  that  goeth  before  his  face. 
It  is  shorn  of  half  its  strength  by  its  attempt  to  be  a  National,  in- 
stead of  a  Sectional  Party.  To  be  effective,  it  must  be  distinctively 
a  Sectional  Party.  It  must  renounce  forever  the  allurements  of 
the  Delilah  of  Union,  which  has  so  oAen  cheated  the  strong  man 
of  the  North  of  his  strength,  and  delivered  him,  bound,  to  the 
Philistines.  The  party,  yet  to  be,  which  is  to  do  this  work,  will 
be  technically  a  Northern,  or  Free  State  Party.  Its  object  will 
be,  by  the  action  of  the  Free  States  alone,  outside  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  free  themselves,  and  the  slaves,  from  their  guilty  sup- 
port of  the  system  of  Slavery,  while  acting  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  Party  will  agitate  within  the  Free  States  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  Confederation  of  States,  that  shall  have  no 
part  nor  lot  in  the  support  of  Slavery,  and  shall  be  free  from  its 
despotic  sway.  It  will  go  for  a  new  Constitution,  for  a  Union  of 
freemen,  free  from  the  insidious  element  of  tyranny,  disguised 
in  Compromise.  Its  object  will  be  the  foundation  and  edifying 
of  a  true  Republic,  where  the  people  will  choose  their  own  mag- 
istrates, and  make  their  own  laws,  and  not  merely  register  the 
edicts  of  a  ruthless  aristocracy,  deriving  its  hereditary  and  pre- 
scriptive pnvileges  from  ownership  in  human  beings. 

This  will  be  a  movement  which  can  be  carried  on  in  good 
faith  and  aboveboard,  and  one  in  which  all  can  unite,  who  hate 
slavery  for  the  blacks  and  subserviency  for  themselves.  We 
believe  great  multitudes  are  ready  for  this  movement  now,  as 
soon  as  it  takes  a  political  shape.  We  are  sure  that  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Free  Soil  Party  will  show  multitudes  more,  that 
this  is  their  only  hope  for  a  National  existence  and  Govern- 
ment, consistent  with  self-respect  and  their  own  rights.  It  is, 
too,  the  only  hope  for  the  Slave,  and  the  Free  White  population 
of  the  Slave  States.  It  is  sometinies  said  that  the  North 
should  remain  in  the  Union  for  the  sake  of  these  classes.  The 
North  can  do  nothing  for  the  Slave  or  the  Free  White  of  the 
South,  as  long  as  it  remains  in  its  present  conspiracy  with  the 
Slave-master  against  them  both.  All  that  either,  if  intelligent, 
should  ask,  would  be,  '*  let  us  aloae !  Take  your  feet  off  our 
necks,  and  your  muskets  from  our  breasts,  and  leave  the  Slave- 
holders to  us!"  The  abolition  of  Slavery  would  probably 
anticipate  such  a  consiunmation.  to  prevent  it  But  if  not,  we 
may  safely  leave  the  quarter  of  a  million  Slaveholders  to  the 
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three  million  slaves  and  seven  million  non-slaveholding  wliites. 
As  soon  as  the  fear  of  the  Northern  minute-men  shall  be  re- 
moved, as  soon  as  the  weight  of  the  Nation  shall  be  taken 
away  from  the  oppressed  classes  of  tlie  South,  they  may  be 
left  to  work  out  their  own  deliverance.  Within  a  month  from 
the  Dissolution,  unless  prevented  by  Emancipation,  the  Barri- 
cades will  go  up  in  New  Orleans  and  Charleston,  and  the  super- 
incumbent tyranny  will  go  down  in  blopd.  And  would  such  a 
catastrophe  be  worse,  horrible  as  it  might  be,  than  the  daily 
horrors  which  are  due  to  the  postponement  of  it  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  all  the  People  as  a  Nation  ? 

As  it  is  the  manifest  duty,  so  it  is  the  obvious  policy,  of  the 
Abolitionists  to  maintain  their  present  position,  unless  they 
discern  one  in  advance  of  it.  Their  business  is  to  use  all  par- 
ties and  all  sects  in  their  unselfish  work  of  abolishing  Slavery, 
but  to  be  used  by  none.  Their  steadfast  and  uncompromising 
adherence  to  their  highest  An ti- Slavery  Idea,  has  brought  up 
the  public  mind  to  its  present  point  of  progress.  By  the  ^ame 
fidelity  only  is  it  to  be  carried  on  to  a  yet  higher  stage  of  ad- 
vancement. It  would  be  absurd,  as  it  would  be  fatal,  for  them 
to  recede  a  step  in  the  vain  expectation  of  a  speedier  obvious 
result  The  greatest  possible  expediency  is  a  rigid  adherence 
to  the  highest  absolute  right  So  we  hold  that  we  shall  best 
promote  the  Anti- Slavery  Movement,  in  its  every  shape  and 
modification,  by  being  true  to  ourselves,  by  a  strenuous  main- 
tenance of  our  Nonjuring  Disunionism,  and  by  a  faithful  up- 
holding of  the  cardinal  principle  of  the  American  Anti- Slavery 
Society  — "NO  UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS!" 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  words  and  deeds  of  Massachusetts  have  been  again  at 
variance,  when  she  was  brought  to  tlie  test  of  Anti-  Slavery 
fidehty.  Again  has  she  protested  in  an  eloquent  report,  drawn, 
we  believe,  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  T.  Buckingham,  against  the 
Mexican  War,  and  forthwith  she  proceeds  to  cast  her  vote  for 
one  whose  only  claim  for  the  highest  place  in  .the  Nation,  con- 
sisted in  successful  chieftainship  in  that  war,  and  this  by  the 
bands  of  the  very  protesting  Legislature  itself  I  Her  pubho 
history  during  the  past  year  has  been  chiefly  composed  of  the 
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agitation  of  the  choice  between  the  Tyrant  and  the  Parasite, 
whom  the  two  great  parties  had  set  up  for  the  people  to  wor- 
ship. Though  almost  all  persons  of  all  parties  professed  to  be 
hostile  to  Slavery  and  its  Extension,  still  a  large  majority  of 
the  voters  cast  their  votes  for  one  or  the  other  of  the  candidates, 
on  whom  Slavery  had  set  her  seal.  An  honorable  resistance 
was  made,  to  which  we  have  just  alluded,  but  it  was  in  vain. 
It  was  but  a  Protest  against  the  Past,  and  a  Pledge  for  the 
Future.  We  hope  that  we  shall  see  the  one  maintained  and 
the  other  redeemed. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  the  question  of  the  Dissolution  of 
the  Union,  came  up  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  Uie 
presentation  of  one  of  the  petitions  sent  out  by  this  Board, 
praying  the  Legislature  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  People,  to 
take  measures  for  the  protection  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 
and  to  provide  for  a  peaceful  secession  of  Massachusetts  from 
the  Union.  It  excited  a  debate  of  some  warmth  and  interest. 
Mr.  Bryant,  a  Democratic  lawyer,  of  Barre,  opposed  its  being 
referred  at  all.  "  The  House"  said  he,  " owed  it  to  their  dignity 
to  refuse  to  give  it  any  consideration  !  "  Mr.  Griswold,  of  Green- 
field, entertained  the  same  lofty  views  of  the  dignity  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nature  of  the  petition.  ''  It  should  not  be 
entertained.  The  first  dawning  of  an  attempt  to  dissolve  the 
Union  should  be  frowned  down  ! "  Mr.  Bird,  of  Walpole,  who 
distinguished  himself  as  the  Anti- Slavery  leader  of  the  session, 
combalted,  these  slavish  doctrines  with  much  ability,  and  the 
right  of  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  was  also  maintained  by 
Messrs.  Train,  of  Framingham,  Branning,  of  Tyringham,  Lord, 
of  Salem,  and  others.  The  petition  was  finally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  petition- 
ers that  the  petitions  on  this  subject  should  go  before  a  Select 
Committee;  but  public  sentiment  is  not  yet  ripe  enough  to 
compel  such  a  disposition  of  them.     But  the  day  will  come. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  which  was  thus  charged  with  this 
matter,  gave  the  petitioners  a  hearing  on  the  afternoon  of 
Friday  the  17th  of  March.  The  hearing  was  had  in  the  Hall 
of  the  House,  being  an  improvement  upon,  the  courtesy  of  the 
last  year's  Committee  wHich  suffocated  the  audience  within  the 
limits  of  a  small  Committee  Room.  The  audience  was  large, 
filling  the  entire  Hall,  and  the  Committee  was  addressed  with 
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much  logical  acumen  and  eloquent  earnestness  by  Messrs. 
Wendell  Phillips  and  Grarrison.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  the  Committee  reported  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  that  their  report  was  accepted.  We  would  urge 
upon  all  who  feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  delusive 
Union  of  these  States  to  be  broken  up,  to  persevere  in  their 
Annual  Demand  upon  their  public  servants  to  take  the  initi« 
ative  step  towards  such  a  consummation.  The  number  of  the 
petitioners  have  annually  increased  since  this  form  of  agitation 
was  adopted,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  go  on  increasing  until  it 
can  command  attention  and  obedience.  We  commend  this 
mode  of  Anti- Slavery  action  to  the  continued  and  earnest  co- 
operation of  the  Abolitionists  of  the  Slate  and  of  the  Country. 

OTHER  STATES. 

Since  we  last  addressed  you  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has 
joined  herself  to  the  band  of  States,  Massachusetts,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Pennsylvania,  which  have  for- 
bidden their  Judicial  and  Executive  officers  from  assisting  in 

the  raoaptuxA  oT  fugkiT^   »letvo»r  ^*^*«^  c^lvuud    lUu-  gcttt>»  of  their 

jails  against  the  slave-hunter.  Its  passage  was  opposed  in  the 
£k>nse,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Samuel  Ames,  a  lawyer  of  some  distinc- 
tion in  Providence,  and  was  urged  by  Messrs.  Ballou,  of  Cum- 
berland, Bufium  of  Smithficld,  and  Whipple  of  Coventry.  It 
prevailed  by  a  vote  of  39  to  16.  In  the  Senate  it  passed  unan- 
imously. 

In  the  same  State  Mr.  Justice  Woodbury  received  a  singular 
rebuke  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Circuit  Court  at  Newport. 
He  had  laid  down  the  law  with  great  distinctness,  and  com- 
mented with  great  severity,  upon  the  foreign  Slave-trade,— 
a  favorite  topic  with  Slaveholding  and  Pro- Slavery  function- 
aries, and  one  not  unsuited  to  the  meridian  of  that  quondam 
emporium  of  the  traffic.  But  the  Grand  Jury,  by  way  of  com- 
mentary on  the  law  of  the  learned  Judge,  presented  th^  Ameri- 
can Slave-trade  as  more  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  De- 
mocracy and  Humanity,  than  that  on  the  Coast  of  Africa ! 

In  the  State  of  New  York  an  attempt  was  made  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  "  Latimer  Law,"  similar  to  that  passed,  as 
above,  in  Rhode  Island ;  but  without  effect    The  report  of  the 
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Committee  held  to  the  doctrine  that  the  Common  Law  was 
sufficient  to  pfevent  the  aid  and  comfort  sought  to  be  taken 
from  the  Slave-hunters.  And  this  in  the  face  of  the  Prigg  case, 
where  the  Supreme  Court  laid  it  down  as  their  opinion  that 
State  Magistrates  were  authorized  to  give  certificates  and  arrest 
fugitives,  unless  forbidden  by  express  statute ! 

In  Ohio,  the  Legislature  has  again  refused  to  repeal  the 
infamous  Black  Laws,  which  are  a  disgrace  to  Civilization  and 
Humanity.  We  trust  that  the  strong  An ti- Slavery  spirit  which 
exists  there  will  not  cease  to  move  upon  the  surface  of  Public 
Opinion  until  Ohio  is  redeemed  from  her  anomalous  and  dis- 
graceful position.  The  People  of  Ohio  had,  during  the  last  year, 
an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  advantages  they  derived  from 
their  fellowship  with  Slaveholders,  to  conciliate  whom  this 
diabolical  code  was  framed  and  exists.  Fourteen  citizens  of 
the  State  on  the  line  from  the  river  Ohio  to  Sandusky  were 
arrested,  held  to  bail,  and  a  requisition  made  upon  Governor 
Bibb  for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  Kentucky,  to  be 
tried  for  the  crime  of  assisting  in  the  evasion  of  slaves!  A 
crime  committed  wholly  within  the  borders  of  Ohio,  and  consist- 
ing ift  Kidiiig  iln»  vutx;«M«  ta.aJi  ga-rini;   hicn  et  holptng  hand  on  the 

road  of  Liberty !  A  good  deal  of  excitement  prevailed,  but  was 
allayed  by  the  refusal  of  Governor  Bibb  to  obey  the  requisition, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  no  offence  against  the  laws  of  Ohio 
that  was  charged  upon  the  accused,  and  that  an  offence  against 
the  laws  of  Kentucky  could  not  be  committed  in  Ohio. 

The  State  of  Connecticut,  the  last  year,  passed  an  act  eman- 
cipating some  score  of  slaves  that  still  lingered  within  her 
borders,  and  forbidding  the  holding  of  that  *'  peculiar  species  of 
property"  there  hereaAer.  Even  a  tardy  act  of  Justice  like  this 
should  not  go  without  its  meed  of  approval;  but  a  stronger 
demonstration  than  this  is  needed  to  wipe  away  the  disgraceful 
act  of  the  people  of  Connecticut,  last  year,  by  which  they 
refused  to  ratify  the  Constitutional  amendment,  giving  equal 
'  political  rights  to  her  colored  inhabitants. 

TBE   SOUTH. 

The  prospects  of  approaching  Emancipation  in  Kentucky 
continue  to  be  hopeful.  The  public  opinion  of  a  State  which 
has  suffered  so  long  under  the  semi-barbarism  of  Slavery  must, 
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necessarily,  sway  backwards  and  forwards  as  varying  im- 
pulses act  upon  it  The  calling  of  the  Convention  is  a  sign  that 
the  tide  is  setting  strongly  in  the  direction  of  Emancipation. 
We  hope  to  have  good  tidings  to  proclaim  when  we  next  ad- 
dress you.  A  symptom  of  reaction,  which  was  shown  in  the 
Legislature,  gave  alarm  and  uneasiness  at  one  time  to  those 
who  were  waiting  for  the  better  days.  A  proposition  was 
made,  and  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  repeal 
the  law  of  1833  whereby  the  importation  of  Slaves  was  pro- 
hibited. The  efiect  of  this,  had  it  passed,  would  have  been  to 
make  Kentucky  a  breeding  State,  and  thus  to  increase  the 
sel&sh  obstacles  to  Abolition.  But  fortunately,  it  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  though  only  by  two  votes. 

The  Louisville  Examiner  has  continued  to  be  an  able  auxil- 
iary to  the  Emancipation  Party  in  Kentucky.  Though  its 
ground  is  not  the  highest,  it  is  transcendent  when  compared 
with  the  things  in  the  midst  of  which  it  fiods  itself.  Mr.  John 
C.  Vadghan,  who  established  it,  and  conducted  it  with  eminent 
ability  for  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  retired  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period.  His  editorial  tact,  general  information  and 
special  acquaintance  with  Slavery,  rendered  his  retirement  a 
serious  loss  to  the  paper  and  the  Cause  of  Emancipation  in 
Kentucky.  His  assistant  editor,  Mr.  Cosby,  together  with  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Hcywood  and  Professor  Noble  Butler,  succeeded 
him  in  his  editorial  duties,  and  have  discharged  them  with  much 
fidelity  and  talent 

Mr.  Cassius  M.  Clay,  since  his  return  from  the  Mexican  War, 
has  done  nothing  to  retrieve  his  tarnished  fame  and  ruined 
influence.  His  labors  have  been  mainly  directed  towards  pro- 
curing the  election  of  General  Taylor  to  the  Presidency.  His 
works  have  been  collected  an#^ublished  with  a  biography  by 
Mr.  Greeley.  But  the  day  when  such  a  publication  would  excite 
any  genuine  interest  is  passed.  The  time  has  been  when  any 
utterance  of  Cassius  M.  Clay  would  have  drawn  willing  audi- 
ence from  all  who  are  eagerly  hearkening  for  some  tidings  of 
hope  from  the  Southern  prison-house.  Though  the  blast  that 
he  blew  was  rather  the  wild  note  of  the  bugle  than  the  certain 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  still  its  echoes  were  joyfully  caught  up  as 
the  signs  of  life  and  the  symbols  of  resolution.  But  all  that  is 
changed,  now.  He  has  thoroughly  disenchanted  himself.  When 
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be  sought  the  bubble  Reputation  in  Mexico,  and  found  only 
Captivity,  his  solid  fame  melted  into  air.  His  voice  has  no 
more  virtue  in  it,  now,  than  it  would  have  had  giving  the  word 
of  command  to  his  troop  after  the  Capitulation  at  Encamacion. 
He  no  longer  speaks  as  one  having  authority.  He  has  cash- 
iered himself  And  yet  he  clings  to  the  remembrance  of  his 
former  consideration,  and  seeks  to  conjure  with  the  memory  of 
his  former  power.  But  his  waud  is  broken  and  his  book  buried 
deeper  than  ever  plummet  sounded. 

It  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  witness  such  a  fate  as  Mr.  Clay 
has  chosen  for  himself  With  the  fairest  prospect  of  the 
greatest  career  in  the  country,  he  has  failed  at  the  outset  In- 
stead of  glory,  he  has  covered  himself  with  shame.  Instead  of 
strength,  he  has  clothed  himself  with  weakness.  From  being 
the  terror,  he  is  now  the  jest  of  the  Slaveholders.  In  August, 
1845,  he  was  mobbed  and  put  in  danger  of  his  life  in  Lexing- 
ton. In  December,  1847,  he  was  welcomed  back  with  proces- 
sions, peals  of  bells  and  addresses !  And  neither  he,  nor  bis 
biographer,  Mr.  Greeley,  seem  to  read  this  riddle  aright.  Such 
a  faihire  is  more  mournful  and  more  instructive,  than  the  most 
touching  ruin. 

**  Things  incomplete  and  parposes  betrayed 
Make  sadder  transits  o'er  Truth's  mystic  glass, 
Tiian  noblest  olgects  utterly  decayed." 

Wliile  the  extinction  and  the  limitation  of  Slavery  has  been 
agitating  men's  minds  at  the  North,  and  on  the  Northern  frontier 
of  the  South,  the  Institution  itself  has  not  been  inattentive  to 
the  preservation  and  promulgation  of  its  blessings.  A  plan  to 
invade  and  take  possession  of  the  Northern  Provinces  of 
Mexico,  by  a  Slaveholding  Crusade,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
second  Texas,  to  be  called  the^JEepablic  of  the  Sierra  Madie, 
in  due  time  to  be  aimexed  with  all  its  institutions,  was  set  on 
foot  in  the  extreme  South,  under  the  nom  de  guerre  of  a 
Bufialo  Hunt  It  was  affirmed  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  while  it  refused  to  assist  in  this  freebooting 
project,  took  no  measures  to  prevent  it;  althotigh  such  an 
undertaking  is  treason  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  this  Expedition  will  go  forward,  or  whether  the  ex- 
tension of  Slavery  will  take  some  more  recognised  direction, 
will  be  a  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  cnixent  year. 
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Nor  has  there  been  any  lack  of  wordy  protest  against  ^  the 
fanatical  cravings  of  Abolitionism/'  which  would  rob  the  Soo^ 
of  her  share  of  the  newly  stolen  domain.  Public  Meetings, 
Legislative  Resolves,  Gubernatorial  Messages  and,  since  the 
late  agitation  of  the  subject  of  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade  in 
the  District,  the  Soulhern  delegation  in  Congress,  have  pro- 
nounced  the  ultimatum  of  the  South.  It  is,  substantially,  that, 
the  South  will  consent  to  abide  by  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
grievous  as  was  the  injury  done  to  her  rights  by  that  exclusion 
of  her  Slavery  from  regions  in  which  Nature  had  made  its 
existence  impossible;  but  beyond  that  point  F&tience  will 
cease  to  be  a  Virtue.  Threats  of  Disunion  and  a  Southern 
Convention,  are  thrown  out  with  more  or  less  distinctness ;  but 
they  seem  to  fall  upon  inattentive  ears.  Even  among  them- 
selves  the  Slaveholders  are  not  united  upon  the  coarse  proper 
for  them  to  pursue  in  this  distress.  We  apprehend  that  there 
is  little  reason  to  hope  for  any  such  result.  The  South  is  too 
conscious  of  her  weakness  to  proceed  beyond  threats  and 
gasconades.  Whether  the  nerves  of  the  Northern  members 
will  be  able  to  withstand  this  long  triumphant  bugbear  wiU  be 
soon  seen. 

The  atrocious  proposition  of  banishing  the  Free  People  of 
Color  from  Virginia,  has  again  been  recommended  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State.  The  folly  of  a  State  that  should  think  of 
depriving  herself  of  Fifty  Thousand  laborers,  would  be  worthy 
of  Spain  in  the  days  of  the  Expulsion  of  the  Moors,  or  of  France 
in  those  of  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantz.  We  caii 
hardly  think  even  Slaveholding  folly  can  amount  to  such  a 
fanaticism.  It  would  be  sure  to  redound,  at  no  distant  day,  to 
the  disgrace  and  discomfiture  of  its  promoters.  Such  an  at- 
tempt must  help  to  aitmse  and  concentrate  the  Anti- Slavery 
feeling  which  is  rife  in  Western  Virginia,  and  would,  perhapi, 
hasten  the  day  of  the  doom  of  Virginia  thraldom. 

The  eyes  of  the  Slavelu^ders,  and  of  their  ^aveholdiag 
cotmtrymen  in  Cuba,  are  not  yet  diverted  from  the  pjXNspect  of 
adding  that  wealthy  Island  to  our  Southern  possessions.  Though 
disclaimers  have  been  put  forth  from  oj£cial  sources  at  Madrid 
and  elsewhere,  denying  that  any  proposition  of  this  sort  was 
entertained  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  althongh  the  local 
Authorities  have  been  firompt  to  dieck  any  demonstratioa  in  the 
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Island,  in  this  direction,  still,  in  the  unsettled  and  uncertain  po« 
sition  of  Spanish  a&irs,  and  in  the  tempting  nature  of  the 
jfmze  itself,  we  see  probabilities  and  reasons  too  potential  to  be 
overlooked  or  neglected  by  so  sagacious  a  class  of  men  as  the 
Slaveholding  leaders.  If  American  Slavery  do  not  obtain  a 
foothold  in  the  West  Indian  Archipelago,  and  at  no  distant  day, 
.it  will  be  through  a  combination  of  circumstances  which  have 
not  as  yet  entered  upon  the  scene. 

ESCAPE    OF   SLAVES. 

On  the  13th  of  March  last,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Nation  was 
delirious  with  joy,  in  celebration  of  the  Revolution  which  had 
changed  France  from  a  Kingdom  to  a  Republic.  It  was  a 
scene  of  glorious  enthusiasm.  Public  meetings,  addressed  by 
prominent  Members  of  Congress,  Slaveholders,  and  others, 
filled  up  the  hours  of  the  day,  while  the  festive  blaze  of  illumi- 
nations and  torch-light  processions,  made  the  night  illnstrioas. 
But  the  joy  was  soon  turned  into  mourning,  for  on  the  16th  it 
was  discx>vered  that  a  large  amount  of  the  property  of  the  Dis- 
trict had  contrived  to  steal  itself,  and  had  disappeared  from  the 
eyes  of  its  patriotic  owners.  More  than  seventy  Slaves  were 
missing,  and  the  whole  attention  of  the  Collective  Wisdom  of 
the  Nation,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  District,  was  absorbed 
in  the  excitement  it  created.  Every  measure  for  their  recap- 
ture was  taken,  and,  unfortunately,  with  too  much  success.  On 
the  17th,  the  Pearl,  the  vessel  which  was  freighted  thus  deep 
with  weary  and  hopeful  hearts,  was  captured  by  a  steamer  sent 
in  pursuit,  brought  back  to  Washington,  and  the  whole  cargo, 
as  well  as  the  gallant  men  who  had  attempted  this  great  deUv- 
erance,  were  committed  to  the  Prison  of  the  Nation.  The 
subject  was  first  brought  up  in  the  House,  on  that  very  day,  by 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Giddings,  for  an  inquiry,  by  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, into  the  reasons  why  these  persons  had  been  cast  into  prison 
for  attempting  to  escape  from  bondage.  But  it  was  voted  down 
amid  the  jeers  and  laughter  of  the  House. 

In  the  excitement  which  pervaded  the  City,  consequent  on 
these  events,  a  tumultuous  assemblage  of  the  more  ignorant 
classes  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  heard  the  National  Era 
denounced  as  an  Abolition  paper,  proceeded,  under  this  delu- 
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sion,  to  demand  its  sappression.  The  explanations  of  the 
editor,  and  the  better  information  of  the  more  intelligent  portion 
of  the  citizens,  saved  him  from  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and 
the  Era  still  conflnues  to  be  peacefully  issued  in  a  city  where 
no  genuine  Arfti- Slavery  paper  could  exist  for  a  day.  But  the 
Mob,  though  satisfied  as  to  the  innocence  of  the  Era,  were  not 
mistaken  as  to  the  mischievous  influences  of  some  obnoxious 
members  of  Congress,  and  they  threatened  them  with  condign 
vengeance.  Mr.  Giddings  was  the  especial  object  of  their 
wrath,  and  it  was  thought  that  he  was  in  actual  danger  of  per- 
sonal violence. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  PaHrey,  on  the  20th, 
offered  a  resolution  to  raise  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  relating  to  the  safety  of  property  in  the  District,  and  to 
the  inviolability  of  the  persons  of  the  Members  of  Congress. 
This  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  angry  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Palfrey 
and  Mr.  Giddings  had  to  withstand,  almost  alone,  the  combined 
*  forces  of  Slavery  in  the  Lower  House.     They  both  of  them 
distinguished  themselves  by  the  readiness  and  force  of  their  re- 
joinders to  their  antagonists,  and  by  the  courage  and  temper  of 
their  bearing.     The  resolution  was,  of  course,  laid  upon  the 
table.     In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hale  stirred  up  a  similar  tempest,  by 
asking  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  protection  of  property  in  the 
District  against  Mobs.     Though  the  subject  of  Slavery,  the  im- 
mediate occasion  of  the  Bill,  was  not  mentioned  in  it,  still  it 
called  forth  all  the  zeal  and  all  the  venom  of  the  Slaveholding 
Senators.     Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, distinguished  himself  by  the  coarseness  and  virulence  of 
his  Pro- Slavery  utterances,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  that 
if  Mr.  Hale  would  visit  his  State,  "  he  would  not  travel  ten 
miles  before  he  would  grace  one  of  the  tallest  trees  of  the  for- 
est, with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  with  the  approbation  of  every 
virtuous  and  patriotic  citizen;  and  that,  if  necessary,  he  (Mr. 
Foote)  would  assist  at  the  operation ! "     Mr.  Hale  had  to  de- 
fend himself  single-handed  against  his  opponents,  no  Northern 
Senator  giving  him  any  assistance,  with  the  exception  of  some  of 
a  very  equivocal  kind,  from  Senator  Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Douglass,  of  Illinois,  whose  drifl  of  argument  was  to 
show  that  the  Slaveholders  were  injuring  the  cause  of  Slavery 
by  the  tone  of  their  speeches  and  the  character  of  their  propo* 
Bitions !    The  motion,  of  course,  came  to  nothing. 
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As  to  the  ttnfbrtniiate  beings,  whose  obedience  to  the  instinct 
of  freedom  had  created  this  disturbance,  the  greatest  part  of 
them  were  soun  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Slave-traders, 
aad  carried  to  the  more  distant  andi  fatal  regions  of  Slavery. 
The  generous  men,T^rayfoTrmd^Sayres,  remained  in  jail,  sub- 
jeeted  to  the  harshest  and  most  unjusliAable  treatment,  until  the 
end  of  July  and  beginning  of  August  Bail,  notwithstanding 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  it  shall  not  be  excessive, 
was  required  in  the  sum  of  $76,000  !  And  it  was  not  thought 
safe  to  have  them  taken  before  the  highest  Judicial  authority  of 
the  District,  to  apply  for  a  reduction,  lest  their  lives  should  be 
sacrificed  by  the  figilant  mob !  Towards  the  end  of  July,  Cap- 
tain Drayton  was  brought  to  trial.  He  was  ably  defended  by 
the  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  the  District  Be- 
fore any  but  a  Slaveholdiog  Bench  the  prisoner  would  have 
been  discharged  on  more  than  one  point  of  law ;  and  by  any 
but  a  Slaveholding  jury  he  would  have  had  a  triumphant  ac- 
quittal As  it  was,  the  jury  was  out  neariy  twenty- four  hours^' 
and,  it  is  believed,  was  at  last  only  starved  and  threatened  into 
unanimity. 

In  August,  Capt&in  Sayres  was  tried  and  acquitted  on  th^ 
indictments  for  stealing  slaves,  but  convicted  on  those  for 
"  transporting"  them.  English,  the  other  prisoner,  was  acquit- 
ted, there  being  no  evidence  against  hiuL  The  penalties  to 
which  these  brave  men  are  subjeoted,  will  be  a  virtual  con- 
demnation to  perpetual  imprisonment,  unless  their  sentences  be 
remitted,  or  the  proceedings  in  their  cases  reversed.  Excep- 
tions were  taken  to  the  ruling  of  the  Court,  which  will  bring  the 
cpiestion  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
hoped,  perhaps  too  sangurnely,  that  even  Slaveholding  Judges 
will  have  too  much  respect  for  their  legal  reputation  to  sustain 
the  law  of  Judge  Crawford.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  will  bring  up 
the  whole  question  of  Slavery  in  the  District  for  adjudication, 
before  all  the  People,  and  whatever  may  be  the  result,  it  can- 
not but  be  helpful  to  the  interests  of  Liberty. 

Though  this  signal  instance  of  the  triumphant  manner  in 
which  Slavery  over-rides  law  as  well  as  justice,  and  the  striking 
nature  of  the  case  from  the  amount  of  misery  invdved  in  the 
re-capture  of  so  large  a  number  of  fugitives,  produced  a  strong 
sensation  in  the  Northern  States,  still  it  was  by  no  means  so 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ESCAPE    (W    SLAVES.  41 

deep  or  so  universal  as  a  stranger  to  oar  institutions  might  have 
supposed  it  would  have  been.  But  while  we  lament  this,  we 
cannot  but  admit  that  such  indifference  is  but  the  natural  and 
necessary  result  of  the  institutions  under  which  the  American 
people  grow  up  and  live.  A  Committee,  however,  was  raised 
in  Boston,  who  have  received  a  considerable  amount  of  money, 
the  largest  part  of  it  being  from  the  munificent  hand  of  Gerrit 
Smith,  which  has  been  expended  in  the  defence  of  the  pris- 
oners. Wb  believe  that  the  funds  of  this  Committee  are  now 
at  an  end,  though  the  call  for  them  is  as  pressing  as  ever.  We 
cannot  but  hope  that  the  lovers  of  Justice,  and  those  especially 
who  are  desirous  of  procuring  a  decision  of  the  highest  tribunal 
^in  the  country,  upon  the  constitutionality  of  Slavery,  will  see 
to  it,  that  the  sum  necessary  for  a  full  trial  of  the  case  k 
supplied. 

This  was  by  no  means  the  only  instance  of  the  way  in, 
which  offices  of  humanity,  the  most  simple  and  the  most  im* 
perative,  are  converted  into  crimes  by  the  infernal  magic  of 
American  Laws.  Last  June  Thomas  Garrett  and  Thomas 
Hunn,  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  were  tried  at]New- 
castle,  Delaware,  and  convicted  of  the' crime  of  having  given 
food  and  shelter,  and  conveyed  from  one  town  to  another,  an 
unfortunate  black  woman  and  her  six  children,  who  had  been 
discharged  by  the  Chief  Justice  for  want  of  evidence  of  their 
servile  condition!  For  this  offence  Mr.  Garrett  was  fined 
f  5,400  and  Mr.  Hunn  $2,500 !  The  presiding  Judge  ruled  that 
if  the  persons  assisted  were  Slaves,  and  the  defendants  assisted 
them,  they  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of  assisting  fugitives, 
notwithstanding  the  discharge  of  the  parties  for  want  of  evi- 
dence! ,  If  such  be  justice  in  a  State  on  the  borders  of  Free- 
dom and  on  the  verge  of  Emancipation,  what  must  it  be  in  the 
more  desperate  Slave  States  ? 

In  the  same  frontier  State,  Samuel  D.  Bums,  a  worthy 
colored  citizen  of  Wilmington,  of  respectable  position  and  good 
education,  has  been  tried  and  convicted  of  the  offence  of  as- 
sisting runaway  Slaves,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  costs,  to  be  imprisoned  ten  months  and 
then  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  as  a  Slave,  for  fourteen  years ! 
Of  course  this  is  equivalent  to  selling  him  into  life-long  Slavery, 
for  who  is  to  seek  him  out  and  protect  his  rights  at  the  extreme 
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South,  at  the  expiration  of  fonrteen  years,  should  he  then 
survive?  How  long  will  Divine  Justice  sleep  hefore  it  is 
avenged  of  such  a  people  as  this ! 

But  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  these  and  other  ex- 
amples, we  are  happy  to  know  that  the  stream  of  fugitives  from 
a  land  of  Slavery  still  keeps  flowing  and  swelling  on.  The 
evasion  of  Slaves  from  the  frontier  States  is  continual,  and 
frorp  the  remoter  ones  frequent  It  is  hecoming  daily  more  and 
more  difficult  for  a  master  to  reclaim  a  fugitive,  and  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  no  such  attempt  would  he  made.  Queen 
Victoria  is  daily  receiving  new  and  grateful  subjects  who  fly 
from  the  tyranny  of  a  Eepublic  to  the  generous  shelter  of  a 
throne.  And  the  Free  States  are  continually  acquiring  useful 
citizens  by  this  emigration  from  the  Slave  States.  May  it 
increase  till  every  town  in  the  Free  States  has  some  one  whose 
^complexion,  whose  history  and  whose  danger  may  forever 
remind  them  that  they,  too,  belong  to  a  Slaveholding  nation, 
and  that  they  can  perform  the  first  duties  of  humanity  only  at 
the  cost  of  violating  Uie  laws  of  their  country ! 

THB    BRITISH   ISLANDS. 

The  pubUc  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Slavery  in  Great 
Britain  has  been  chie^y,  during  the  past  year,  in  the  direction 
of  its  relations  to  the  settlement  of  the  Sugar  Duties  Question. 
The  full  penalty  incurred  by  the  British  Nation  for  its  encour- 
agement  of  Slavery  and  the  Slave- Trade  is  not  yet  paid. 
The  ghost  of  the  departed  Slavery  of  the  West  Indies  stiU 
walks  in  the  purUeus  of  the  British  Senate,  frighting  ministers 
fipom  their  propriety,  and  threatening  to  push  them  from  their 
stools.  The  gradual  extinction  of  the  discrimination  in  favor  of 
British  Sugar  was  demanded  by  the  consumers  at  home.  Lord 
John  Russell  yielded  to  this  demand  so  far  as  to  provide  for  its 
gradual  reduction  until  1854,  when  all  sugar  should  be  admitted 
on  equal  terms.  This  was  coupled  with  loans  to  the  planters 
of  £660,000,  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  crisis.  Even  this  liberal 
arrangement  found  small  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  West  India 
Interest,-^ the  spoiled  child  of  EngUsh  legislation.  The  cry  of 
that  Interest  has  ever  been  that  of  the  leech's  daughter,  "  Give* 
Give!"    It  mast  first  have  human  beings  for  its  beasts  of 
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burden,  and  when  ampfy  oompensated  for  their  restoration  to 
humanity,  it  claimed  the  monopoly  of  the  British  market  as  its 
due ;  and  now  when  the  spirit  of  Free  Trade  fixed  a  day  when 
the  sugars  of  the  colonies  should  be  put  on  equal  terms  with 
those  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  it  called  for  a  free  gift,  under  the 
name  of  a  loan,  of  no  less  a  sum  than  X500,000  for  the  impor* 
tatioh  of  laborers.  This  question  occupied  the  public  mind  and 
the  time  of  parliament  for  a  considerable  time,  and  every  spe- 
cies of  influence  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  British  Senate  to 
tax  the  British  people  yet  again  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jamaica 
planters. 

The  philanthropic  argument  was  strenuously  ^rged,  and  by 
none  more  strongly  than  by  the  members  of  the  Broad  Street 
Committee.  The  guilt  of  encouraging  the  production  of  slave* 
grown  sugars  was  loudly  dilated  upon.  But,  unfortunately^ 
these  philanthropists,  whose  humanity,  as  George  Thompson, 
said,  "  seemed  to  be  confined  within  the  circumference  of  a' 
sugar-hogshead,"  forgot  to  remember  that  there  was  slave- 
grown  cotton,  too,  which  calls  for  legislative  suppression  quite 
as  loudly  as  slave-grown  sugar.  But  there  being  no  colonial 
colton-growing  interest  to  take  care  of,  no  outcry  was  raised 
against  that  staple  of  British  Wealth.  The  attempt  was  fully 
made  during  Slavery,  and  has  been  tried  since,  to  make  the 
West  Ii^a  Islands  sugar-islands  in  despite  of  Nature.  Nothing 
but  the  highest  rate  of  protection,  that  of  war,  ever  made  it 
really  worth  while  to  pursue  the  culture  of  sugar  in  those 
islands.  The  attempt,  during  Slavery  and  since,  has  been 
ruinous  to  the  planter  and  burdensome  to  the  British  people. 
They  now  pay  nearly  three  millions  sterling  for  the  continuance 
of  this  fatal  experiment.  Just  as  we  are  heavily  taxed  in  order 
that  negroes  may  be  ground  into  sugar  and  distilled  into  mm  in 
Louisiana,  which  Nature  never  made  for  the  cane  any  more 
than  she  made  men  for  Slaves. 

It  seemed,  therefore,  to  the  advocates  of  Free  Trade,  that  it 
was  time  to  consider  the  wants  of  the  consumers  at  home  as 
well  as  the  necessities  of  the  producers  in  the  Islands.  There 
is  no  interest  that  has  been  so  petted  and  received  so  much 
protection  from  the  Home  Govenmient  as  the  planting  interest, 
Mr.  Bright,  in  his  speech  on  this  subject,  showed  that  so  far 
from  the  compensation  granted  in  1834  being  inadequate,  that, 
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had  the  amount  paid  to  Jamaica  been  invested  at  five  per  cent, 
the  annual  income  would  have  been  greater  than  the  value  of 
all  its  exporlations  in  the  most  prosperous  years  ?  And  so  of 
the  other  principal  sugar  colonies.  The  remedy  for  the  distress 
•  of  the  colonies  is  to  direct  their  attention  to  other  tropical  pro- 
ductions which  they  can  raise  to  advantage.  There  seemed  to 
be  no  great  unwillingness,  on  the  part  of  the  liberal  presses 
and  members,  to  grant  this  assistance,  for  this  once,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  irrigation  and  improvements  in  agriqullure;  but  Mr. 
Thompson  and  others  protested  against  its  being  applied  to  the 
introduction  of  laborers  from  Africa,  regarding  it  as  a  modified 
revival  of  the  Slave- Trade. 

Mr.  Thompson's  speech  on  the  26th  of  June,  was  an  ex- 
tremely able  exposition  of  the  whole  subject,  and  a  very  elo- 
quent enforcement  of  his  views.  He  did  not  fail  to  do  justice 
to  the  abominations  of  our  Slavery  and  to  enforce  his  argu- 
ment as  to  the  consistency  of  the  legislation  asked  by  the  pro- 
tectionists, by  referring  to  their  relations  with  us.     He  said:  — 

"  True,  we  have  washed  our  'own  hands  of  the  abomination 
in  our  own  colonies,  but  while  we  have  a  British  Ambassador 
at  the  court  of  Brazil,  and  another  at  Washington,  —  while 
we  were  recognizing  those  communities  as  nations,  forming 
treaties  with  them,  and  allowing  their  citizens  to  hold  a  station 
among  us,  and  while  we  recollect  our  own  recent  c^nection 
with  Slavery,  —  it  was  not  for  us  to  turn  round  all  at  once,  and 
preach  the  doctrines  of  humanity,  freedom,  and  justice,  or  seek 
to  advance  them  by  fiscal  enactments  or  brute  force." 

Many  other  eminent  speakers,  on  both  sides,  derived  illnstra- 
tions  and  arguments  from  the  Slavery  of  the  United  States. 
The  debates  furnished  new  proofs  of  the  just  contempt  into 
which  this  country  is  falling,  in  the  eyes  of  statesmen  and  poli- 
ticians, as  well  as  of  moralists  and  philosophers,  in  consequence 
of  the  accursed  Institution.  It  would  be  well  if  their  words 
could  bo  re-echoed  through  the  land ;  if  there  be  ear  or  sonl  to 
apprehend  their  meaning.  On  the  29th  of  June,  Sir  Bobert 
Peel  uttered  the  following  words,  towards  the  close  of  his 
speech,  which,  surely,  might  draw  audience  as  the  deliberate 
opinions  of  the  first  Statesman  of  the  Age, 

**  Whose  old  experience  doth  attain 
To  something  like  propfa6tio  strain  !  '* 
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**  There  have  been  mighty  conTalsions  in  Eairope.  Their 
mighty  heavings  are  already  felt  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic Look  at  Martinique.  (  Hear,  hear. )  These  are  useful 
lessons,  by  which  Brazil,  Cuba,  and  the  United  Slates,  will  do 
well  to  take  a  timely  warning.  (Hear,  hear.)  My  belief  is  that 
the  events  which  have  just  happened  in  Europe  must  precipi* 
tate  the  time  of  the  final  extinction  of  this  Slavery  and  of  the 
Slave-trade.  I  hope  that  the  abolilion  will  be  effected  by  time- 
ly precautions  on  the  part  of  Governments ;  but  there  will  be 
an  increasing  sympathy  with  the  condition  of  Slavery.  But 
whether  there  be  wise  and  providential  legislation  on  the  part 
of  governments  or  not,  I  believe  its  doom  is  sealed;  that 
Slavery  cannot  long  survive ;  that  it  must,  at  no  remote  period, 
be  extinguished." 

The  question  of  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  blockade  of 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  has  also  excited  its  share  of  public  and  pri* 
vate  attention.  The  evidence  before  the  Committee  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  this  subject,  gave  new  and  frightful  views  of  the 
extent  and  horrible  cruelties  of  the  African  Slave-Trade.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  British  Government  has  been  consis- 
tent  and  hearty  in  its  warfare  with  this  atrocious  form  of  piracy. 
We  regret  that  its  efforts  have  not  been  more  successful,  and 
we  blush  to  think  that  the  failure  has  been  in  no  small  measure 
owing  to  its  virtual  encouragement  and  support  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Whether  the  active  measures  of 
the  African  Squadron  will  be  continued,  or  whether  the  Nation- 
al  energies  will  take  some  other  direction,  we  have  full  faith 
that  the  hostility  of  the  British  Nation  to  the  African  Slave* 
Trade  will  cease  only  with  its  extirpation. 

From  the  Abolitionists  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  we 
have  received  renewed  and  increasing  assurances  and  proofs  of 
their  constant  and  enlightened  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  American 
Slave.  Though  there  has  been  no  excitement  from  the  person- 
al presence  and  influence  of  American  Abolitionists,  the  inter^ 
est  of  the  Abolitionists  of  these  Kingdoms,  in  the  American 
Movement,  seems  never  to  have  been  warmer  or  more  intelli- 
gent An  interest,  like  theirs,  in  efforts  for  the  removal  of  an 
evil  so  far  remote  from  themselves,  springing  as  it  does  from 
the  impulses  of  humanity,  and  fortified  by  the  sanctions  of  re* 
ligion,  may  be  depended  upon  as  endiuring.  Even  the  calami* 
ties  with  which  they  have  themselves  been  visited,  coming  in 
Ihe  shape  of  actual  &miae  and  of  threatened  civil  war,  failed  to 
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divert  their  attention  from  the  worse  than  starving  victims  of  a 
worse  than  political  oppression.  Liberal  gifts  from  all  of  these 
countries,  falling  behind  none  of  the  most  bounteous  of  former 
years,  helped  to  fill  the  scanty  treasury  of  the  Slave,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Bazaar,  and  those  held  at  * 
Philadelphia  and  Eochester.  The  blessings  of  those  that  are 
ready  to  perish,  and  of  the  few  that  are  found  to  help  them, 
abide  upon  these  faithful  and  unwearied  philanthropists ! 

We  regret  that  we  are  obliged  to  record  the  death  of  Major 
John  B.  Colthurst,  of  Dripsey  Castle,  Ireland,  of  whose  Journal, 
while  employed  as  a  Special  Magistrate  in  Barbadoes,  and  of 
whose  other  Anti- Slavery  services,  we  had  occasion  to  speak 
last  year.  "  He  tlied,"  as  we  are  informed  by  a  letter  from  his 
daughter,  "on  the  10th  of  May,  after  years  of  acute  sufiTering 
from  lingering  and  painful  disease,  of  which  the  foundation  was 
laid  by  his  excessive  exertions  during  the  four  years  he  held 
the  office  of  Special  Justice  in  the  British  West  Indies."  "  It 
will  be  gratifying,"  the  letter  continues,  "  to  his  friends  and  fel- 
low laborers  in  America,  to  know  that,  to  the  last,  his  interest  in 
the  great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  remained  unabated." 
His  last  words  were,  **  It  is  a  comfort  to  me,  now,  to  know  that, 
80  long  as  it  lay  in  my  power,  1  never  spared  any  exertion  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  cause  of  Justice  and  Humanity."  Such 
a  reflection  might  well  smooth  the  pillow  of  death,  and  soften 
the  pangs  of  the  bereaved  survivors.  It  is  his  sufficient  eulogy, 
and  might  be  his  fitting  epitaph. 

ABOLITION    OF    FRENCH    SLAVERY. 

In  our  last  year's  Report,  after  describing  the  Tunisian  and 
Danish  Emancipation,  we  said,  "France  will  soon  follow!" 
But  we  little  thought  that  fulfilment  would  follow  so  closely 
upon  the  steps  of  prophecy.  The  "  masterly  inactivity  "  which 
Louis  Philippe  and  his  ministers  had  shown  in  regard  to  this 
matter  gave  but  little  hope  that  Freedom  would  dawn  upon  the 
French  Islands  during  the  reign  of  the  Citizen  King.  It  was 
but  too  evident  that  he  had  no  heart  for  this  work,  and  that  the 
majority  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  was  of  like  mind  with 
their  master.  But  the  whirlwind  of  the  "Three  Days  of  Febru- 
ary supervened.     The  Orleans  Dynasty  was  swept  away  like 
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Stubble  before  the  blast  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  disap- 
peared with  it  The  Republic  was  proclaimed.  The  Provis- 
ional Government  assumed  the  helm  of  affairs  until  the  Nation 
could  organize  itself.  And  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new 
depositories  of  the  Supreme  Power  was  to  decree  the  Immedi- 
ate Emancipation  of  all  the  Slaves  in  the  French  dependencies. 
The  brief  and  sublime  decree  was  couched  in  the  following 
words : 

FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 
Liberty  —  Equality  —  Fraternity. 
The  Provisional  Government  of  the  Republic,  considering 
that  no  French  land  should  anyjonger  bear  slaves,  decrees  — 
a  Commission  is  instituted  under  the  Provisional  Minister  of 
Colonies  and  the  Marine,  to  prepare,  within  the  shortest  delay, 
the  act  for  the  immediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  all 
the  colonies  of  the  Republic.  F.  ARAGO. 

Farts  t  March  4. 

This  proclamation  was  worthily  succeeded  a  few  weeks 
later  —  April  27th — by  the  final  Decree  carrying  into  effect  the 
intentions  of  that  just  recited.  Its  preamble,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  articles  generally,  especially  those  which  provide  that  the 
soil  of  France,  or  any  of  her  dependencies,  shall  emancipate 
any  Slave  touching  it,  and  forbidding  all  Frenchmen,  every- 
where, from  possessing,  purchasing,  or  selling  Slaves,  on  pain 
of  the  loss  of  citizenship,  are  worthy  of  the  first  days  of  a  True 
Republic.  The  provision  for  a  delay  of  two  months  before 
complete  Emancipation,  and  the  allowance  of  three  years  for 
Frenchmen  in  Slaveholding  countries  to  dispose  of  their  Slaves, 
are  indeed  to  be  regretted  as  blots  upon  so  brilliant  a  page  of 
History.  But,  with  these  defects,  it  is  the  most  magnanimous 
and  courageous  act  of  justice  ever  performed  to  an  oppressed 
people  by  their  oppressors.  It  cannot  be  thought  out  of  place 
to  insert  it  here  in  full,  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  move- 
ments of  the  World's  Anti- Slavery  History. 

The  Provisional  Government,  considering  that  Slavery  is  an 
attempt  against  the  dignity  of  man;  that  by  destroying  the 
freedom  of  man,  it  suppresses  the  natural  principles  of  right 
and  duty;  that  it  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  Republican 
dogma  of  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity  ;  that  unless  effective 
measures  follow  closely  the  proclamation  already  made  of  the 
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principle  of  abolition,  deplorable  disordov  may  arise  in  the  cd* 
onies,  decrees  — 

Article  1.  Slavery  shall  be  entirely  abolished  in  all  the 
colonies  and  possessions  of  France,  at  the  end  of  two  months 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  present  decree  in  each  of  them. 
From  the  promulgation  of  this  present  deciee  in  the  coloates, 
all  corporal  punishment,  all  sales  of  non-liberated  persons,  shall 
be  absolutely  interdicted. 

2.  The  system  of  engagements  for  periods  of  time,  estab- 
lished at  Senegal,  is  suppresised. 

•3.  Governors  or  Commissaries- General  of  the  Republic  are 
charged  with  applying  the  measures  suitable  for  insuring  eman- 
cipation at  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  its  dependencies,  the 
Island  of  Reunion,  Guiana,  Senegal,  and  the  other  French  set- 
tlements on  the  western  ceast  of  Africa,  the  Island  of  Mayotte 
and  its  dependencies,  and  Algeria. 

4.  All  slaves  condemned  to  afflictive  or  corrective  punish- 
ments for  acts  which,  if  imputed  to  freemen,  would  not  have 
been  visited  with  these  punishments,  are  pardoned.  All  in- 
dividuals transported  as  an  administrative  measure,  are  recalled. 

5.  The  National  Assembly  shall  fix  the  indemnities  to  be 
granted  to  the  colonists. 

6.  The  colonies,  purified  from  Slavery,  and  the  posi^essions 
in  the  Indies,  shall  be  represented  at  the  National  A^ssembly. 

7.  The  principle,  that  the  soil  of  France  emancipates  the 
slave  who  touches  it,  is  applied  to  the  colonies  and  possessions 
of  the  Republic. 

8.  In  future,  every  Frenchman,  even  when  in  a  foreign  conn- 
try,  is  interdicted  from  possessing,  purchasing,  or  selling  slaves, 
and  from  participating,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  traffic  or  deal- 
ing of  this  nature.  Every  infraction  of  these  provisions  shall  in- 
volve the  lo^s  of  the-qualily  of  a  French  citizen.  Nevertheless, 
Frenchmen  who  shall  find  themselves  afllected  by  these  provis- 
ions, shall  be  allowed  three  years  to  conform,  from  the  time  of 
the  promulgation  of  this  decree.  Thpse  who  may  become  pos- 
sessors of  slaves,  by  inheritance,  gift,  or  marriage,  shall,  under 
the  same  penalty,  emancipate  or  alienate  them  within  the  same 
delay,  from  the  day  on  which  their  possessions  shall  have  com- 
menced. 

9.  The  Minister  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies,  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  War,  are  each,  so  far  as  concerns  him,  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  present  decree. 

.    Done  at  Paris,  in  Council  of  Government,  this  27th  of  April 

The  manner  in  which  the  boon  (if  a  simple  act  of  justice 
should  be  so  styled)  of  freedom  was  received  by  the  French 
^aves  was  illustrative  of  all  the  simple  and  natural  truths  of 
the  Anti-Skvery  creed.    The  first  advices  which  we  received 
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fiom  the  French  Islands  was  to  the  efieot  that  the  blacks  were 
massacring  the  whites  and  laying  waste  the  country,  and  that 
the  latter  were  flying  for  their  lives  to  escape  from  the  fury  of 
their  emancipated  bondmen.  Authentic  accounts,  however, 
soon  contradicted  tbese  absurd  rumors,  and  told  that  it  was  not 
freedom,  but  the  temporary  withholding  of  it,  accordiug  to  the 
unwise  clause  of  the  Decree  of  Emancipation,  that  had  given 
occasion  to  whatever  of  insubordination  and  violence  the 
Slaves  had  committed.  Seeing  their  rights  placed  almost 
within  their  reach,  and  then  told  that  they  were  not  to  lay  hold 
of  them  for  two  months,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  great 
uncertainty  as  to  what  two  months  might  bring  forth  in  the 
history  of  the  mother  country,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  Slaves  refused  to  wait,  or  that  they  threatened  to  extort  at 
once  what  they  feared  might  be  lost  to  them  by  delay.  Their 
philosophy  was  much  better  in  this  respect  than  that  of  the 
savants  and  statesmen  who  made  up  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment But  as  soon  as  the  proper  remedy  was  appUed  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Islands,  and  immediate  abolition  proclaimed, 
all  fears  were  calmed,  all  signs  of  violence  disappe^ed,  frowns 
gave  way  to  smiles  and  tears  of  joy,  and  hostile  demonstrations 
were  replaced  by  religious  processions  and  pubUc  ceremonies  of 
rejoicing.  In  St  Martins  the  exeunple  of  French  justice  com- 
pelled an  equal  measure  to  be  dealt  out  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Dutch  part  of  the  Island.  Thus  the  first  impression  was 
made  upon  the  Slave-system  of  a  nation  that  has  never  yet* 
shown  any  disposition  to  be  rid  of  it  We  hope  that  the  suo* 
cess  of  this  slight  experiment  may  lead  to  more  extensive 
results. 

While  this  great  act  of  justice  was  thus  performed  by  the 
Provisional  Government,  without  the  breath  of  opposition  being 
heard  against  it  in  France,  and  while  it  was  thus  gratefully  and 
peacefully  received,  when  made  complete  and  perfect,  by  its 
objects  in  the  Islands,  it  was  the  source  of  no  small  annoyance 
and  debate  in  the  Houses  where  the  Collective  Wisdom  of  the 
Model  Repubhc  is  gathered  together.  Tlie  birth  of  a  New 
RepubUc,  indeed,  was  an  occasion  of  National  self-eulogy  and 
of  pretended  sympathy  with  a  struggle  for  freedom,  too  favor- 
able to  be  neglected  by  the  Logocmcy  that  rules  over  us.  But 
the  reproof  implied  in  the  action  which  had  accompanied  and 
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sanctified  the  French  Revolution,  was  too  keen  and  too  deep  to 
be  borne  with  equanimity.  On  the  30th  of  March  a  Joint 
Resolution  of  Congratulation  to  the  French,  offered  by  Mr. 
Allen  of  Ohio,  came  up  for  consideration  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Hale  moved  to  amend  by  adding  among  the  reasons  of  con* 
gratnlation  that  the  French  Nation  had  "  manifested  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  purpose  (of  establishing  a  Republican  form  of 
Government)  by  instituting  measures  for  the  immediate  eman- 
cipation of  the  Slaves  in  all  the  colonies  of  the  Republic." 
This  gave  occasion  to  a  solemn  debate  in  which  the  prospects 
of  the  French  Republic  were  considered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr. 
Douglass,  Mr.  Allen  and  others ;  and  the  first  decision  of  the 
Senate  was  to  defer'  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  until  it 
was  ascertained  whether  the  French  were  deserving  of  con- 
gratulation or  not.  This  first  unlucky  act  of  theirs  was,  un- 
questionably, the  main  source  of  the  doubts  that  agitated  the 
Senatorial  mind.  At  a  later  day  a  resolution  of  congmtulation, 
couched  in  the  simplest  and  baldest  terms  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  and  sent  down  to  the  House. 

In  this  latter  body,  the  debate  was  more  protracted  and  much 
more  excited  and  agitating.  On  the  3id  of  April,  Mr.  Cummins, 
of  Ohio,  ofilered  a  series  of  congratulatory  resolutions  to  the 
French  and  Italian  people.  To  one  of  these  resolutions  Mr. 
Ashmun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  add  as  an  amendment 
"  and  we  especially  see  an  encouraging  earnest  of  their  success, 
in  the  Decree  which  pledges  the  Government  of  France  to  the 
Immediate  Emancipation  of  Slaves  in  their  Colonies."  To  this 
was  added  by  the  mover's  consent,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Schenck,  of  New  York,  the  clause,  —  "recognizing,  as  we  do, 
the  great  cardinal  republican  principle,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  Slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime." 
This  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  of  great  length,  in  which  the 
folly  and  fanaticism  of  the  proposition  of  Immediate  Emanci- 
pation was  loudly  denounced.  The  whole  debate,  indeed,  took 
the  shape  of  an  An ti- Slavery  discussion.  At  a  later  day,  the 
following  resolution,  above  referred  to,  came  down  from  the 
Senate :  — 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  American 
people,  the  congratulations  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to 
the  people  of  France^  upon  the  success^of  their  recent  efBatts 
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to  consolidate  the  principles  of  Liberty  in  a  Sepnblican  fonn  of 
Government 

This  resolation,  after  debate,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  174 
to  2.  The  next  day,  Mr.  Palfrey  moved  a  reconsideration  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  an  amendment  to  the  same  effect 
Upon  this  motion  the  whole  snbject  of  Slavery,  and  of  the 
treatment  of  the  free  people  of  color  in  the  Free  States  came 
np  again,  and  one  of  the  most  angry  debates  or  conversations 
of  the  session  ensued.  But  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  laid  upon  the  table  by  124  to  44.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
fdicitations  of  this  Republic  to  the  French  People  on  the 
recovery  of  their  right  of  self-government  were  marred  and 
almost  smothered  by  the  black  and  damning  consciousness  of 
our  own  inconsistency  and  guilt 

The  joy  caused  by  this  memorable  act  in  the  breasts  of  all 
the  true  lovers  of  impartial  liberty  in  the  country  was  sincere 
and  cordial  But  the  hearty  expression  of  it  was  almost  en- 
tirely confined  to  the  "  technical "  Abolitionists.  At  most  of  the 
other  Meetings  of  Congratulation  on  the  Revolution,  this  dis- 
tinctive feature  was  but  too  generally  unnoticed,  or  glanced  at 
in  the  most  perfunctory  style  of  generalization.  That  there 
might  be  at  least  one  Assembly  which  should  express  in  the 
fullest  manner  what  should  be  felt  by  all  consistent  Americans, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti- Slavery  So- 
ciety called  a  Public  Meeting,  at  the  Melodeon,  in  Boston,  on 
the  evening  of  Fast  Day,  April  6th.  The  use  of  FaneuU  Hall, 
the  fitting  scene  of  such  an  occasion,  was  denied  by  the  City 
Government,  lest  the  mourning  decorations  with  which  it  was 
hung  at  the  time  of  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  which  it 
still  retained  for  the  occasion  of  his  eulogy,  should  receive 
some  detriment  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Melodeon, 
which  was  entirely  filled,  and  with  as  intelligent  and  discrimi* 
Dating  an  audience  as  Boston  could  supply.  Mr.  Garrison  took 
the  chair  about  half-past  seven,  briefly  stated  the  occasion  of 
the  meeting,  and  read  the  Decree  in  virtue  of  which  Slavery  is 
to  cease  forthwith  in  the  dependencies  of  France.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  state  of  his  health  prevented  him  from  taking  a 
more  extended  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

After  the  Resolutions  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Quincy,  with  a 
fisw  remarks,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  made  one  of  his  very  best 
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and  most  impres^ve  speeches,  full  of  thought  and  emotion,  fitly 
uttered  and  adorned.  He  shadowed  forth  the  far  reaching 
issues  of  this  great  act  upon  the  destinies  of  our  own  Slavery. 
He  recounted  the  treachery  of  the  cunning  King  to  the  Repab- 
Ucan  Idea  in  the  person  of  Lafayette ;  he  described  the  apparent 
success  and  prosperity  which  had  attended  on  the  treason  i  and 
then  pointed  to  the  inevitable  Nemesis  vdiich  pursued  and 
overtook  him,  at  last,  when  he  seemed  to  have  estabUshed  him- 
self forever.  He,  then,  denounced  the  treason  of  America  to 
the  Bepublican  Idea,  and  closed  with  a  prophecy  that  Eternal 
Justice  would  yet  overtake  her,  and  avenge  Lafayette,  Kos- 
ctnsko,  and  Steuben,  for  the  faith  she  had  broken  with  them. 

Be  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Theodore  Parker  and  William 
H.  Channing,  both  in  the  best  mood  of  their  several  stylea 
Mr.  Parker  drew  a  fkvorable  augury  of  the  permanence  of  the 
new  institutions  from  the  moderation  shown  by  the  populace  in 
the  stormiest  hours  of  the  Revolution.  He  ^denied  that  the 
French  people  were  without  a  fitting  education  for  self-govern- 
ment, and  scouted  the  idea  that  it  was  "  too  Mon"  to  rejoice  in 
a  diange,  the  issues  of  which  were  yet  unknown.  *'  When  a 
man*child  is  bom  into  a  house,''  said  he,  "of  fair  proportions 
and  goodly  promise,  that  is  the  time  when  we  congratulate 
the  event     We  do  not  wait  till  he  is  grown  up  I " 

Mr.  Channing  opened  in  a  fine  vein  of  scom  of  the  peddling 
spirit  in  which  the  news  of  this  great  event  was  received  in 
this  country,  and  the  apprehensions  of  possible  damage  to  our 
trade  which  swallowed  up  all  generous  sympathy.  He  dwelt 
emphatically  upon  the  characteristic  feature  of  this  movement — 
that  it  was  the  Revolution  of  the  laboring  classes ;  not  of  an 
Aristocracy  agunst  a  Throne,  or  of  the  Bottrgeoisie  against  the 
Aristocracy.  He  contrasted  the  spirit  and  character  of  the 
French  and  the  American  people,  and  showed  the  higher  hope 
which  the  infancy  of  the  New  Republic  gave  to  the  nations  to 
make  amends  for  the  disappointment  of  our  own  maturity. 
He  concluded  by  bringing  before  our  eyes  the  gigantic  negro 
who  stood  upon  the  scafibld  in  the  Iiac$  de  la  Revolution,  in 
the  Reign  of  Terror,  stripped  to  the  waist,  his  broad  black 
breast  fiecked  with  gore,  as  he  shook  in  the  face  of  the  people, 
one  after  another,  the  convulsed  heads  of  the  victims  of  the 
piillotine.    **  Such  an  apparition/'  he  exclaimed^ "  haunts  every 
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land  of  Slaves !  Such  a  spectre  disturbs  the  slumber^  of  the 
planters  of  the  French  sugar  islands !  Such  a  ghostly  presence 
drives  peace  far  away  f/om  our  own  Southern  States !  The 
French  Eepnblic  has  used  the  only  spell  of  power  to  exorcise 
the  dire  phantom  from  its  own  borders.  And  there  are  no  words 
of  might  enough  for  our  deliverance  but  the  magic  formula  of 
Lamartine,  —  [CF*  Immediate  Emancipation  ! "  ,«:£t] 

The  actual  equality  established  by  the  Abolition  of  French 
Slavery,  has  received  its  seal  before  the  whole  world,  in  the 
presence  of  two  black  and  two  colored  Members  of  the  National 
Assembly,-^  one  of  the  former  having  been  once  a  slave.  These 
gentlemen  were  received  with  marked  distinction,  mid  the 
eagerness  of  their  fellow  members  to  welcome  them  even  dis- 
turbed the  order  of  the  session,  when  they  were  introduced. 
When  shall  we  see  a  man  of  color  admitted  to  a  seat  in  Congress, 
or  even  in  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  Free  States?  Thus 
this  Great  Act  of  National  Repentance  and  Reparation  has 
been  completed.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  French 
Nation, — whether,  as  its  enemies  prophesy,  it  shall  prove  inca- 
pable of  self-government,  and  again  sink  into  political  servitude, 
under  the  yoke  of  another  Restoration  of  the  Elder  or  the 
Younger  Branch  of  the  Capets,  or  of  a  new  Return  from  Exile 
of  the  Napoleonic  Dynasty,  or  whether  it  shall  indeed  exhibit  to 
the  World  the  example  of  a  Model  RepubUc,  free  firom  the 
vices  and  inconsistences  which  disgrace  our  own,  this  sublime 
act  cannot  be  undone !  If  the  Revolution  go  backward  and 
perish,  it  will  leave  a  monument  more  durable  than  arch  or 
column,  and  which  will  preserve  its  memory  as  long  as  the  race 
of  Africa  remains  upon  the  earth. 

The  folly  of  a  plan  of  preparation  for  the  possession  of  him- 
self by  man,  however  long  deprived  of  his  self-ownerahip,  was 
again  signally  illustrated  by  the  history  of  the  Danish  West 
Indies.  We  related  last  year  the  particulars  of  the  Emancipa- 
tion of  the  Danish  Slaves  by  the  late  Eang  Christian,  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1847,  and  we  prophesied  a  speedy  lennt- 
nation  of  the  four  years'  apprenticeship,  with  which  he  had 
clogged  his  gifl  of  liberty.  Accordingly,  when  th^  movement 
in  men's  minds  which  has  made  this  year  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  the  world,  reached  these  dependenoiefl,  the>  appnen- 
tiees,  or  **  onfree,"  grew  impatient  for  the  fbli  possession  of  their 
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rights.  Movements  of  aa  insurrectionary  natnre  took  place, 
which  were  terribly  exaggerated  hy  the  fears  of  the  whites, 
conscious  of  the  terrible  arrears  which  they  owed  to  their 
former  slaves.  But  their  true  character  may  be  inferred  frc»n 
the  statement  of  the  white  party  itself,  that  not  one  white  man 
had  perished  during  the  disturbances,  while  numbers  of  negroes 
had  been  shot  down  in  the  field  or  by  mUitary  execution.  The 
result,  however,  was  the  proclamation  of  immediate  and  un- 
conditional freedom  to  all  the  blacks.  This  proclamaticm  of 
Governor  General  Van  Scholten  to  the  Slaves  in  St  Croix,  St 
Johns,  and  St  Thomas,  dated  July  3d,  is  as  follows : 

1.  All  tinfree  in  the  Danish  West  India  Islands  are  from 
to-day  emancipated. 

2.  The  estate  negroes  retain  ibr  three  months  from  date  the 
nse  of  the  houses  and  provision  grounds  of  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  possessed. 

3.  Labor  is  in  future  to  be  paid  for  by  agreement,  but  allow- 
ance to  cease. 

4.  The  maintenance  of  old  and  infirm,  who  are  not  able 
to  work,  is,  until  farther  determination,  to  be  furnished  by  the 
late  owners. 

The  manner  in  which  this  announcement  was  received  by 
the  negroes  is  thus  recorded  in  the  St  Thomas  Times,  and  is  a 
sufficient  refutation  of  all  Pro- Slavery  constructions  of  the  out- 
breaks of  the  natuml  love  of  liberty,  under  circumstances 
favorable  to  its  recovery : 

It  becomes  our  pleasing  duty  to  record  in  this  number  of  our 
journal,  that  by  a  Proclamation  dated  July  3,  issued  by  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  General  Peter  Von  Scholten,  all  slaves  in  the 
Danish  West  India  Islands  are  emancipated.  The  lively  joy 
with  which  the  boon  was  received  by  the  unfree  in  this  Isluid 
can  easily  be  imagined ;  but  we  are  happy  to  state  that,  al- 
though the  decree  was  sudden  and  so  unexpected,  no  other 
sounds  were  heard  but  those  of  rejoicing  and  thankfulness. 

So  mooh  for  the  dangers  of  Immediate  EmancipatioB,  «ad 
for  the  necessity  of  Gradual  Preparation  for  Liberty ! 


ANNUAL  MEETING   OP  THE   AMEEICAN  ANTI-SLAVEET   SOCIETY. 

The  Fourteenth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Anti- Slavery 
Society  wa«  held  on  Tuesday,  May  9th,  in  tiie  TabemadeinNew 
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York.  It  was  fully  attended  by  members  of  the  Society  and 
by  the  public,  and  was  addressed,  first,  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Garnaon,  on  taking  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Theodore 
Parker,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott,  Messrs.  Wendell  Phillips  and  Fred- 
erick Douglass.  All  of  these  speeches  were  full  of  the  peculiar 
characteristics  of  ability,  and  the  unction  of  a  wise  enthusiasm, 
which  mark  the  speakers.  They  were  received  with  great 
approbation,  and  read,  when  reported,  with  general  admiration. 
The  business  meetings  of  the  Society  were  held  at  the  Minerva 
Booms,  for  three  days,  and  each  day  exceeded  it^  yesterday  in 
the  interest  of  the  subjects  brought  before  them,  the  ability 
with  which  they  were  discussed,  and  judgment  with  which 
they  were  disposed  of  The  whole  field  of  An ti- Slavery  doc- 
trine and  duty  was  gone  over,  the  testimonies  of  the  Society 
reiterated  in  the  esurs  of  the  Church,  the  State,  and  the  Parties, 
and  plans  and  means  arranged  for  carrying  on  the  agitation  of 
the  current  year.  The  attendance  of  members  was  unusually 
large,  and  all  seemed  to  go  up  to  their  homes  comforted  and 
encouraged. 

THE  NEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTION. 

• 

This  Convention  held  its  sessions  this  year  at  the  Melodeon 
during  the  day,  and  in  Faneuil  Hall  in  the  evening.  The  mem- 
bers in  attendance,  both  from  the  ranks  of  the  Abolitionists, 
and  from  the  world  outside  of  them,  gave  encouraging  evidence 
of  a  continually  increasing  interest  in  the  subject  which  calls  it 
annually  into  being.  It  began  on  the  30th  of  June  and  con- 
tinued through  three  days  and  evenings.  An  extremely  bad 
day  had  its  necessary  efiect  on  the  numbers  of  the  first  day 
and  evening ;  but  they  were  notwithstanding  lai^e.  The  atten- 
dance on  the  two  last  days  and  evenings  was  as  large  as  the 
halls,  where  the  Convention  met,  could  hold.  On  the  first  eve- 
ning, Messrs.  Charles  C.  Burlei^^,  William  R  Channing»  and 
Frederick  Douglass,  made  excellent  speeches.  That  of  Mr. 
DoQglass  was  uncommonly  felicitous,  and  called  forth  thunders 
of  applause.  On  the  second  evening,  Messrs.  William  W. 
Brown,  Theodore  Parker,  and  Wendell  Phillips,  spoke  in  their 
veiy  best  manner.  On  the  thinl  evening,  Faneuil  Hall  was 
overflowing  with  a  sea  of  "  aptomed  faces  "—the  tide  having 
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gone  OB  sweUing,  as  nsnal  on  An ti- Slavery  occasions,  higher 
and  higher  to  the  last  The  audience,  too,  was  not  entirely  a 
friendly  one,  and  there  was  evidence  of  the  presence  of  de- 
ments which  might  easily  he  roused  into  a  storm.  Mr.  Pillsbory, 
however,  got  the  ear  of  the  audience,  and  held  it,  though  net 
without  interruption,  to  the  end  of  his  speech.  Bfr.  Remood, 
who  for  owed  him,  was  received  with  entire  respect  and  listened 
to  with  unbroken  attention,  or  broken  only  by  applause.  As  it 
is  not  many  years  since  this  gentleman  was  hooted  down  in 
this  very  place,  for  no  reason  but  his  complexion,  we  coald  not 
but  accept  this  circumstance  as  a  sign  of  a  changing  public 
sentiment  Mr.  Garrison  followed  in  a  happy  commentary  upon 
this  sympathy,  on  the  part  of  such  an  audience,  with  the  ex- 
treme opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Remond,  as  to  the  right  oi 
forcible  recovery  of  their  rights  by  the  Slaves.  Mr.  Phillips 
closed  the  session  with  a  brief  but  pungent  speech,  full  of 
eloquent  statements  and  witty  illustrations,  showing  the  absolute 
positions  and  relative  attitudes  of  the  Abolitionists,  of  the  Ear- 
ties,  and  of  the  Nation,  before  the  world  and  towards  each 
other.  We  believe  that  this  Convention  was  surpassed  by  none 
of  its  predecessors,  in  the  interest  of  its  discussions,  the  impor* 
tance  of •  its  topics,  or  the  extent  of  its  influence. 

ARTI-SLAVERT   OPERATIONS. 

After  the  last  Annual  Meeting  we  continued  our  operations 
in  the  lecturing  field,  under  the  direction  of  our  Grenend  Agent, 
Mr.  May,  as  extensively  and  thoroughly  as  the  means  placed  at 
our  disposal  would  permit  Besides  Mr.  May  we  employed 
regularly  Messrs.  Pillsbury,  Brown  and  Moody,— in  addition  to 
whom  we  had  occasionally,  the  invaluable  services  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Foster,  who  gave  such  a  share  of  the;ir  time  as  they  could 
spare  from  their  private  duties.  Mr.  John  S.  Jacobs,  formerly  a 
slave,  also  did  the  cause  good  service  by  the  indefatigable  zeal 
and  excellent  judgment  with  which  he  gave  himself  to  it 
Towards  the  time  of  the  New  England  Convention  we  enjoyed, 
for  a  short  season,  the  valuable  labors  of  Mr.  Qiarles  C  Burleigh. 
Mr.  Henry  C.  Wright  lent  us,  also,  at  that  time,  and  on  oth^ 
oecasions  during  the  year,  the  free-will  offering  of  his  life  awl 
talents,  which  he  has  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Human  Bedemp* 
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tion.  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  PhiUips,  Mr.  Boffum  and  other  Aboli- 
tionists rendered  occasional  but  most  welcome  assistance  at  this 
period,  as  well  as  at  others,  of  the  year.  As  large  a  number  of 
public  meetings  was  held  by  these  fHends  as  was  compatible 
with  the  time  at  their  command.  This  series  of  meetings 
extended  nearly  until  the  New  England  Conyention  and,  no 
doubt,  largely  contributed  to  the  signal  success  of  that  gath- 
ering. 

At  the  New  England  Convention  a  plan  was  proposed,  and 
funds  raised,  to  set  on  foot  a  series  of  One  Hundred  Conven- 
tions to  agitate  in  the  State  the  question  of  Dissolution,  and 
especially  in  view  of  the  recent  illustration  of  the  value  of  the 
Union,  shown  in  the  case  of  the  Pearl  captives  and  their 
generous  helpers,  Drayton  and  Sayres.  This  plan  was  carried 
out  by  the  General  Agent  with  singular  completeness,  consid- 
ering his  very  limited  supplies  of  men  and  money.  Two  series 
of  Conventions- were  held,  one  in  the  Eastern  and  the  other  in 
the  Western  part  of  the  State,  and  an  almost  continual  agita- 
tion of  the  question  of  Slavery  was  kept'up  from  that  time  to 
this,  and  from  Cape  Cod  to  the  hills  of  Bei^shire.  Besides 
Messrs.  Pillsbury  and  Brown  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster,  the 
General  Agent  had  the  assistance  of  Miss  Lucy  Stone,  who 
commended  herself  to  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  knew  her  by 
the  devotedness  of  purpose,  the  thoroughness  of  preparation, 
the  intrepidity  of  utterance  and  the  gentleness  of  demeanor 
which  she  brought  with  her  to  her  chosen  lot  We  regard  the 
acquisition  of  the  services  of  this  yoimg  lady  as  of  very  high 
value  to  the  interests  of  the  Anti- Slavery  cause.  Mr.  Ballou^ 
also,  contributed  a  large  portion  of  his  valuable  time  and  labor 
to  the  promotion  of  this  movement  Dr.  Hudson,  Mr.  Bemond, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr.  Hayden,  and  others,  gave  assistance  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  but  always  valuable  and  valued.  The  range  of 
these  Conventions  included  almost  every  district  of  the  State, 
nad  occasionally  passed  the  lines  into  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  influence  of  so  many  words  of  truth  and  freedom 
cannot  fail  to  be  beneficent  and  lasting. 

The  Hundred  Conventions  were  not  without  that  seal  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  truths  they  proclaimed  which  is  set  upon 
hated  truths  by  the  opposition  of  brutal  riolence.  At  Harwich, 
upon  Cape  Cod,  on  Sunday,  August  28th,  one  of  the  most 
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ferocious  mobs  which  have  ever  disgraced  the  oonolry,  not 
surpassed  in  furious  violence  even  by  those  of  1835 — 6,  was 
encountered.  A  numerous  assembly  was  convened  in  the  open 
air,  and  many  of  the  harshest  truths  touching  the  political 
complicity  of  the  North  with  Slavery  had  been  heard  with 
oompcurative  patience.  But  when  the  case  of  a  master  of  a 
vessel,  a  member  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  good  and  regn^ 
lar  standing,  who  had  received  a  hundred  doUars  of  a  slave 
as  the  consideration  of  bringing  him  to  the  North,  and  then 
returned  both  slave  and  money  to  the  master,  receiving  a 
portion  of  the  latter  as  his  reward,  when  the  case  of  this  devout 
captain,  who  was  present  and  admitted  and  justified  his  con- 
duct, came  up  for  consideration,  and  was  commented  upon  in 
the  terms  it  deserved  by  Messrs.  Pillsbury  and  Foster  and  Miss 
Stone,  the  zeal  of  the  defenders  of  the  Faith  could  no  longer 
be  restrained.  A  party  of  devout  men,  fresh  from  the  droppings 
of  the  sanctuary,  headed  by  an  Orthodox  church-member,  ex- 
claiming, full  of  holy  indignation  at  Mr.  Foster's  thunders  of 
^  denunciation  against'^c^  a  religion,  "  It  is  a  lie !  It  is  a  d— d 
lie !  m  defend  the  church  I "  rushed  upon  the  platform  and 
hurled  the  offenders  to  the  ground,  in  the  most  savage  and 
brutal  manner.  The  injuries  received  by  them  were  fortanately 
less  serious  than  was  intended ;  but  it  was  through  no  good 
will  of  the  pious  assailants  that  they  escaped  without  injury  to 
life  or  limb.  The  meeting  was,  of  ceurse,  brdcen  up ;  but  we 
have  faith  to  believe  that  such  a  conclusion  will  be  longer 
remembered,  and  have  a  more  awakening  effect,  than  the  most 
elaborate  discourse  or  the  most  animated  discussion. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Anti- Slavery  Society  felt  itself  compelled  to  discontinue  the 
extensive  system  of  Conventions  which  it  had  held  in  the 
State  of  New  York  for  nearly  two  years,  with  good  general 
effect  About  the  same  time  an  arrangement  was  made  with 
Mr.  James  Russell  Lowell,  by  which  the  Standard  has  had  the 
advantage  of  the  brilliant  and  pointed  productiofis  of  his  pen  hs 
Corresponding  Editor.  The  Standard,  conducted  with  singular 
industry  and  great  editorial  ability  by^fr.  Gay,  who  has  now 
had  it  in  charge  for  more  than  half  the  period  of  its  existence, 
has  continued  to  deserve  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
4nti- Slavery  public*  as  its  organ  of  communication  with  the 
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world.  We  trust  and  believe  that  it  will  continue  to  enjoy 
both  as  long  as  the  Anti- Slavery  movement  is  needed.  An 
Anti- Slavery  visit  to  the  State  of  New  York,  made  last  summer, 
by  Adin  Ballou  and  Dr.  Hudson^  was  attended,  we  are  assured, 
with  rewarding  and  encouraging  success.  The  North  Star,  the 
establishment  of  which  we  recorded  last  year,  has  continued  to 
be  conducted  by  Mr.  Douglass,  assisted  by  Dr.  Delany  and  Mr. 
John  Dick,  with  much  talent  and  discretion.  The  editors  have 
devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  to  an  attempt  to 
make  it  the  organ  of  the  colored  people  and  to  place  it  upon  a 
sure  foundation  in  their  confidence  and  support  In  this  plan, 
and  for  their  general  success,  they  have  our  most  cordial  good 
wishes. 

In  other  portions  of  the  country  the  pure  gospel  of  Abolition- 
ism has  been  preached  with  zeal  and  constancy.  The  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Society  have  conducted  the  agitation  in  their 
own  State  and  in  Delaware,  to  the  extent  of  their  means,  with 
their  accustomed  fidelity  and  in  their  usual  spirit  In  the  West 
the  Bugle  has  continued  to  give  no  uncertain  sound,  and  ha9 
marshalled  the  hosts  as  fearlessly  and  uncompromisingly  as  in 
times  past.  The  Western  Anti- Slavery  Society  held  a  success* 
fid  Anniversary,  and  there  has  been  no  small  amount  of  work 
done  in  that  region,  when  we  consider  the  extent  of  the  field 
and  the  fewness  of  the  laborers.  The  true  and  tested  Abo* 
Htionists  of  Ohio  enjoyed  for  some  time  the  services  of  Henry 
C.  Wright  and  Charles  C.  Burleigh  who  labored,  unwearied 
and  indefatigable  in  their  vocation.  We  cannot  doubt  that  the 
seed  thus  scattered  will  yet  germinate  and  bring  forth  a  hun- 
dred fold.  A  National  Convention  was  held  at  Cleveland  in 
Ohio,  last  October,  of  delegates  of  the  colored  people  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  la^e  in  numbers,  and  its  deliberations 
characterized  by  dignity  and  ability  which  won  for  it  the  respect 
even  of  the  Pro- Slavery  inhabitants  of  the  region  in  which  it 
was  held.  Mr.  Douglass  presided  over  it  and  the  Address  and 
Eesolutions  that  emanated  from  it  bore  an  impress  of  talent 
and  good  sense  such  as  must  help  to  elevate  the  race  in  the 
opinion  of  the  hostile  world  around  them,  as  well  as  to  produce 
the  immediate  effect  upon  themselves  which  was  the  object  of 
the  Convention. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60  BBFOST* 


PT7fiLICATION8. 

Daring  the  past  year  several  valuable  publications  have  made 
their  appearance.  Mr.  Wright  put  forth  last  suouner  a  little 
work,  containing  a  parallel  between  Richard  Crowninshield, 
the  Assassin,  and  Zachary  Taylor,  the  General  Although  this 
work  was  more  immediately  intended  as  a  Peace  Tract,  it  may 
also  be  fairly  numbered  among  Anti- Slavery  publications,  from 
its  tendencies  and  its  connections.  Mrs,  Jane  Elizabeth  Jones, 
of  the  Oliio  Bugle,  also  published  a  small  volume,  entitled 
"  The  Young  Abolitionists."  Its  object  is  to  present  the  fads 
and  arguments  of  the  Anti- Slavery  Cause  in  an  attractive  and 
understandable  shape  for  the  use  of  children.  The  conversa- 
tional form  into  which  the  matter  is  thrown  takes  away  from  it 
the  didactic  formality  of  a  set  treatise*  and  yet  it  embodies  the 
substance  of  Anti-Slavexy  doctrine  and  discipline,  in  a  perspic- 
nous  manner.  Mrs.  Jones's  idea  is  one  somewhat  new,  as 
applied  to  Anti- Slavery  truth ;  but  it  is  a  valuable  and  judicious 
one,  and  is  well  carried  out  All  the  various  aspects  of  the 
cause  are  presented,  and  made  obvious  to  the  understanding  of 
the  young ;  and  children  of  a  larger  growth  would  do  well  to 
review  their  experience  in  this  well-ananged  Compend.  All 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  character  or  the  writings  of  Mrs. 
Jones,  need  not  be  told  that  her  doctrine  is  of  the  most  thorough 
and  orthodox  school  of  Anti- Slavery,  and  that  her  style  is  sim- 
ple, eloquent,  and  energetic  The  Anti- Slavery  public- is  under 
obUgations  to  her  for  this  supply  of  a  deficiency  in  their 
children's  books. 

Mr.  William  I.  Bowditch,  last  summer,  published  in  a  separate 
pamphlet  an  article  of  his  which  appeared  in  the  Massachusetts 
Quarterly,  on  the  great  question,  "  Does  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,^ when  rightly  interpreted,  support  Slavery?'' 
Mr.  Bowditch  clears  away  the  clouds  of  dust  which  have  been 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  blinding  the  eyes  of  the  people,  with 
much  ability,  and  makes  the  whole  way  so  clear,  that  the  way- 
faring man,  though  a  fool,  need  not  err  therein.  He  has  dealt 
with  his  subject  hke  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  common  sense,  and  an 
honest  man.  He  places  the  Fro- Slavery  character  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  clear  light  in  which  its  own  terms,  the  construc- 
tions of  the  courts,  and  the  consent  of  the  people,  had  combined 
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to  place  it,  until  certain  ingenions  gen^eknen  ehoae  to  tfigttalKBe 
the  keenness  of  tbeir  optics,  twt  by  **  seeing  what  was  not  to  be 
seen,"  bmt  by  refaang  to  see  what  warplain  as  the  son  at  noon- 
day to  all  eyes  bat  theirs. 

F0X7ETH   OP   JIJLT   AKD    TOIST   OP  AUGTTST. 

The  Great  National  Holiday,  representing  a  gr^at  Mea  of 
Bemstance  to  Oppression,  but  most  sadly  yet  hidieiocisiy  per* 
verted  in  its  frantic  celebration  by  a  Nation  of  Oppressors,  wntf 
fitly  honored  by  this  Society,  in  the  beautiful  grove  at  AbiogCoD, 
which  we  have  before  described  as  the  scene  of  Anti-^avery 
Assembiies.  The  day  was  fine  and  the  concourse  very  great 
Mr.  Garrison  was  caUed  to  the  Chair,  and  addressed  the  meet* 
ing,  together  with  Messrs.  Phillips,  Pillsbury,  Brown,  Bufibm, 
Johnson,  Miss  Stone,. and  others.  The  highest  Anti* Slavery 
ground  was  taken  and  maintained,  the  position  of  the  Old  Far- 
ties  exposed,  and  the  attitude  of  the  New  One  illustrated.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  and  happy  Anti^l^avery  Assem- 
blages ever  held.  This  custom  of  redeeming  the  Anniversary 
of  the  Declamtion  of  Independence  jQrom  the  fulsome  falsehood 
of  its  usual  commemoration,  we  rejoice  to  find  obtaining 
among  Abolitionists  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  we  hope 
that  it  may  become  general  and  universal. 

The  Celebration  of  the  First  of  August  was  held  this  year  at 
Lynn,  with  the  most  entire  success.  Mr.  Bufiiim  was  called  to 
the  Chair,  and  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Quincy, 
Robinson,  of  Bermuda,  Brown,  Stone,  of  Salem,  Shaokford, 
Ffaillips,  Miss  Stone,  and  others.  The  weather  was  yery  fine, 
and  the  attendance  fVom  all  parts  of  the  State,  but  particularly 
from  Boston  and  the  County  of  Essex,  was  very  large.  We 
were  happy  to  see  that  the  colored  population  of  Boston,  Sa- 
lem, and  their  neighborhoods,  so  generally  made  thra  a  holiday 
for  themselves  and  their  children.  A  very  large  proportion, 
much  larger  than  is  usually  seen  on  any  like  occasion,  of  the 
assembly,  were  of  African  descent  And,  certainly,  in  appear^ 
ance,  dress,  manners,  and  deportment,  they  would  have  been  a* 
credit  to  any  holiday  party  in  any  part  of  the  world.  It  was 
very  satisfactory  to  have  before  our  eyes  so  unequivocal  an 
answer  to  the  common  assumption  of  the  insuficiency  of  that 
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race  to  take  care  of  themselves.  They  are,  many  of  them^ 
living  examples  of  success  in  the  parsuit  of  competence,  intelli' 
gence,  and  respectability,  under  difficulties  of  no  common 
severity. 

ANTI-SLAVEBT    FillBS. 

The  usual  liberal  contributions  to  the  necessities  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  cause  have  been  received  through  the  htbora  of  the 
Anti- Slavery  women  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Country^  Anti- 
Slavery  Bazaars  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Country, 
and  with  a  success  that  was  truly  rewarding  and  encomaging. 
In  the  Spring,  a  Fair  of  great  brilliancy  and  success  was  held 
at  Worcester,  which  brought  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Slave,  and  was  of  great  incidental  advan' 
tage  in  creating  an  interest  in  the  cause  in  that  city.  The 
National  Bazaar  at  Femenil  Hall,  during  the  week  preceding 
and  fc^iowing  Christmas,  equalled  any  of  its  predecessors  in 
the  beauty  of  its  arrangements  and  the  value  of  its  articles  for 
sale.  It  showed  no  diminution  in  the  zeal  of  the  women, 
either  of  America  or  of  the  British  Islands,  for  this  work  of 
mercy.  The  weather  was  extremely  unpropitious,  but  notwith- 
standing this  untoward  circumstance,  and  one  or  two  others  of 
unfavorable  aspect,  the  result  nearly  approached  to  that  of  the 
most  fortunate  years.  During  the  evenings  of  the  Fair,  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  several  distinguished  Anti- Slavery 
speakers. 

In  the  conducting  of  the  Bazaar,  as  well  as  in  other  depart- 
ments of  the  cause,  the  absence  of  some  of  the  earliest,  most 
devoted,  and  most  efficient,  of  its  managers  and  friends  from  the 
country,  has  been  most  seriously  felt  The  presence  of  friends,  . 
whom  nothing  could  dishearten  or  tire,  whose  perseverance  was 
only  to  be  equalled  by  the  excellence  of  their  judgment  and  the 
unwearied  fidelity  of  their  zeal,  could  not  but  be  sadly  missed. 
We  know,  however,  that  their  devotion  to  the  cause  is  not 
diminished  by  the  distance  that  separates  them  from  the  scene 
of  its  toils,  and  that  their  services  to  it  are  changed  only,  not 
lost  The  intelligence  of  their  welfare  will  ever  bring  the 
warmest  pleasure  to  many  hearts,  and  the  day  of  their  restora- 
tion to  their  country  and  their  friends  will  be  joyfully  anticipated 
and  gratefully  welcomed. 
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Fairs  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  various  other 
places  —  West  Winfield,  Philadelphia,  Boehester,  Weymouth, 
Oentreville,  and  elsewhere ;  in  some  places  with  distinguished 
success,  and  in  all,  we  believe,  with  satisfactory  results.  We 
see  no  symptom  of  flagging  interest  or  decaying  zeal  among 
the  women  who  have  given  themselves  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  Great  Deliverance  of  the  land.  They  have  shown  their 
faith  by  their  works. 

TBI   OHTJRCH. 

The  relations  of  the  Church,  as  a  mass,  as  embodied  in  its 
Great  National  Sects,  and  even  in  most  of  the  smaller  denom- 
inations, towards  the  Slave  and  his  advocates,  remain  much  as 
they  have  been  in  times  past  The  American  Church  is  still 
the  Bulwark  of  American  Slavery,  behind  which  the  monster 
stalks  9f^  is  safe.  But  that  the  spreading  influences  of  Anti- 
Slavery  truth  are  being  seen  more  and  more  iu  the  action  of 
churches  and  ecclesiastical  connections,  and  of  individual  min- 
isters, we  are  happy  to  acknowledge.  But  these  exceptions  are 
only  of  that  class  which  prove  the  truth  of  the  geneml  rule. 

The  Ministers  of  the  ^Free-Will  Baptist  Denomination,  last 
Spring,  put  forth  a  Protest  and  Declaration  of  Sentiments  on 
the  Subject  of  Slavery.  It  was  signed  by  616  ministers,  and 
expressed  views  and  resolutions  which,  if  enforced  and  lived 
out,  would  go  far  towards  exonerating  the  Connexion  from  the 
guilt  of  sustaining  Slavery.  After  describing  the  nature  of 
Slavery,  and  stating  the  reasons  which  made  such  a  public 
demonstration  proper  and  necessary,  the  Protest  goes  on  to  say : 

We,  therefore,  by  refusing  to  support  Slavery,  its  principles 
or  its  advocates,  and  by  withholding  Christian  and  Church  fel- 
lowship from  all  guilty  of  the  sin  of  Slavery,  and  by  remem- 
bering those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them,  would  wish  to  wash 
our  hands  from  the  guilt  of  this  iniquity. 

This  may  be  made  to  include,  by  a  proper  definition  of  the 
^  advocates,"  and  of  those  "  guilty  of  the  sin  of  Slavery,"  all  that 
Anti- Slavery  duty  can  require  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Body.  We 
trust  that  the  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  will  prove  by  their 
walk  and  conversation,  the  sincerity  and  intelligence  of  these 
their  words  of  Protest  and  Resolution. 
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Ead/  itt  the  year  was  puUished  a  letter  fiom  a  namber  of 
Unitanan  Mkustecs  in  Ireland,  in  r^ly  to  one  inviting  them  to 
attend  the  last  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, in  Boston.  It  spoke  dtstinctly,  though  with  sufficient 
nakiness,  of  the  sin  of  Slavehokling,  and  of  the  prejudice 
against  oolor,  and  exhorted  their  brethren  to  be  faithful  in  these 
regards.  Though  we  could  have  desired  a  voice  of  louder 
remonstrance  and  keener  rebuke,  in  view  of  the  enormity  of 
the  sins  in  question  and  the  shortcomings  of  those  addressed, 
still  we  believe  it  will  not  be  witboot  its  appropriate  influence. 

At  the  last  Annual  Convention  of  Congregational  Ministers, 
in  May,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell  introduced  the  question  of  Slavery 
in  an  earnest  and  eloquent  speeth,  and  moved  the  following 
Kesolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  Report,  to  be  presented  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  this 
Convention,  containing  a  brief  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  Slavery  in  our  country,  a  view  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
Free  States  in  regard  to  it,  and  a  calm  and  temperate,  but 
solemn  and  earnest  appeal  to  the  community  on  this  mom^itoiift 
subject 

The  Resolution  passed  with  little  or  no  opposition,  and  in 
our  next  Report  we  shall  probably  have  to  report  the  result  of 
their  labors. 

The  Old  School  Assembly  of  Presbyterians  have  been  tned, 
during  the  past  year,  by  the  troths  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 
and  the  countenance  given  to  it  by  the  Church,  which  the  Irish 
Presbyterians,  and  even  the  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  felt  compelled  to  utter.  Its  answers  in  both  cases 
were  tart  and  laconic,  virtually  telling  the  Foreign  Brethren 
that  they  were  meddling  with  what  was  none  of  their  business,  , 
that  their  arguments  were  familiar  to  their  minds  long  ago,  and 
that  they  continue  to  believe  their  own  course  in  this  respect  to 
be  <'  strictly  conformable  to  the  example  and  teachings  of  the 
Bible,  and  to  have  been  approved  of  Heaven  "  in  its  effects  on 
Slavery.  From  the  tone  of  these  Epistles  we  should  infer  that 
the  Ecclesiastical  Connection  between  Presbyterianism  in  the 
Old  and  the  New  Worid  would  soon  come  to  an  end.  We  tnist 
that  it  will  terminate  with  a  publicity  and  emphasis  that  will 
help  to  startle  into  action  whatever  there  may  be  of  latent 
vitaUty  in  American  Presbyterianism. 
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The  Amorican  Board  of  Ck>mmi8sioiieTS  for  Foreign  Mtsskms 
held  its  Annual  Meeting  in  Boston,  in  September.  Its  action  did 
not  beUe  the  account  we  have  given  on  former  occasions  of  its 
chamcter  and  spirit  This  great  Representative  Body  of  the 
Congregational  Churches  of  America,  has  not  withdrawn  its  for- 
mer endorsement  of  the  Christian  character  of  Slavery;  but, on 
the  contrary,  it  has  renewed  it  Its  action  when  stripped  of  the 
coat  of  many>colored  words  in  which  its  spiritual  Fathers  have 
decked  it,  amounts  simply  to  this, —  that  the  Board  does  not 
regard  the  act  of  holding  human  beings  as  property,  as  essen- 
tially sinful,  or  sufficient  cause,  in  itself,  for  exclusion  from  the 
Christian  church.  The  abuses  of  the  institution,  to  be  sure,  it 
regards  with  all  proper  horror,  and  would  have  discipline  exer- 
cised towards  them ;  but  the  relation  of  master  to  slave  is  not 
only  not  necessarily  sinful,  it  is  often  innocent,  and  may  be 
beneficent  and  virtuous.  What  more  do  Slavery  and  Slave- 
holders ask?  Who  defends  the  abuses  of  Slavery?  What 
can  any  Slaveholder  desire  more  than  the  admission  that  his 
ownership  of  his  equal  brethren  is  not  necessarily  a  violation  of 
fundamental  morality  and  rudimental  Christianity?  Grant  him 
these  premises,  and  he  will  draw  logical  conclusions  enough  to 
answer  all  his  purposes. 

What  Slaveholders  most  desire  and  need  is  respectability  for 
their  system ;  or,  at  least,  for  themselves  acting  under  it.  They 
have  the  slaves  and  the  wealth,  and  the  personal  and  political 
power  which  the  holding  of  slaves  implies  under  our  institn- 
tions.  But  besides  these,  they  want  the  recognition  of  their 
Republican  and  Christian  character.  The  first  of  these  is 
conceded  by  all  political  parties  that  act  with  them  in  national 
organizations ;  and,  indeed,  by  all  acting  with  them  under  the 
existing  Constitution,  in  a  national  character.  The  last  is 
secured  by  the  baptism  bestowed  upon  Slavery  by  the  great 
national  sects ;  by  the  invitation  to  it  to  sit  at  the  communion 
table  with  them,  and  even  to  mount  their  pulpits  and  break 
unto  them  the  Bread  of  Life.  The  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  is  com- 
posed of  the  flower  of  the  chiefest  sect  of  the  Free  States. 
Its  leading  clergymen  and  most  eminent  laymen,  Grovemors, 
Chancellors  and  Judges,  constitute  the  close  corporation  in 
whose  hands  is  lodged  all  the  legislative  and  executive  power, 
while  any  friend  of  Missions,  by  a  pecnniary  contribution,  may 
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be  constituted  an  Honorary  and  Advisory  Member.  Its  Corpo* 
rate  members  are  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  its  Honorahes 
five  or  six  thousand  in  number.  This  mere  statement  sufficiently 
expresses  the  weight  which  the  embodied  opinion  of  such  an 
assembly  must  have  upon  the  public  mind  when  expressed, 
pro  Of  con,  upon  such  a  matter  as  Slavery.  Its  business  is  to 
send  the  Gospel  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  to  bring 
all  Mankind  to  the  knowledge  of  Christian  truth.  It  is  generally 
supposed,  of  course,  that  its  members  know  what  Christian 
truth  is,  and  what  it  is  that  constitutes  the  Christian  character. 
When  it  refuses,  therefore,  to  include  Slaveholding  in  the 
catalogue  of  mala  in  se,  and  Slaveholders  in  the  list  of  trans- 
gressors who  are  to  be  cast  out  unless  they  confess  and  forsake 
their  sins,  they  Christianize  the  one,  and  fraternize,  or  "  fellow- 
ship," with  the  other.     It  is  all  either  can  reasonably  ask. 

It  is  an  observable  and  a  significant  fact,  that  for  years  Slavery 
has  obtruded  itself,  in  spite  of  all  efibrts  to  be  rid  of  it,  into  the 
most  prominent  place  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Board. 
This  year,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  devoted  to  the  discus- 
sion yf  business,  apart  from  the  raising  of  funds,  was  consumed 
by  this  insatiable  intruder.  The  grisly  spectre  again  took  its 
seat  at  the  head  of  the  Board,  and  would  be  seen  and  heard  of 
all  men.  The  occasion  of  its  apparition  was  on  this  wise : 
The  Missionaries  to  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws  having  been 
accustomed  to  admit  Slaveholders  to  the  Church,  and  .having 
employed  the  labor  of  slaves  in  their^  households  and  boarding- 
schools,  and  even  having  purchased  and  held  slaves,  (for  their 
own  good,  of  course,)  a  stir  was  made  about  it  several  years 
ago,  which  has  had  the  efiect  of  making  the  Annual  Meeting 
a  sort  of  Anti- Slavery  Debating  Society  ever  since.  As  the 
change  in  the  public  mind,  wrought  by  the  agitation  of  the 
Anti- Slavery  Societies,  was  too  great  to  permit  the  perfunctory 
suppression  of  the  element  of  disturbance,  the  grand  aim  has 
always  been  to  put  ofi^the  evil  day  when  the  Board  would  have 
to  take  decided  ground  in  the  premises.  Last  year  positive 
information  was  promised  at  this  meeting,  as  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries was  to  be  sent  on  an  eiiand  of  investigation.  But  though 
the  ambassador  was  returned,  and  though  the  exact  state  of 
things  was  fully  developed,  the  Board  was  no  nearer  definite 
action  than  before.    Besides  the  Eeport  of  Mr.  Treat,  setting 
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forth  the  facts  just  stated,  letters  from  the  Missionaries  them- 
selves, giving  their  sense  of  the  matter,  were  in  the  case,  as 
well  as  the  reply  of  the  Prudential  Committee. 

The  letters  of  the  Missionaries  were  in  the  true  strain  of 
Slaveholding  insolence.  If  they  had  lived  in  the  parish  of  J. 
C.  Calhoun,  instead  of  among  outlying  Indians,  these  gentlemen 
could  not  have  vindicated  the  character  of  the  Peculiar  Institu- 
tion with  more  unction.  Of  course  they  thought  it  a  "  grievous 
wrong,"  and  all  that ;  but  they  could  find  no  prohibition  of  it  by 
Christ,  and  they  did  find  a  recognition  and  regulation  of  it  by 
the  Apostles.  Were  they  to  be  wise  above  what  was  written? 
They  had  admitted  Slaveholders  to  the  Mission  churches,  and 
would  again ;  and  if  the  Board  chose  to  withhold  its  pecuniary 
aid,  why  it  might.  The  churches  were  Congregational  churches, 
and  independent  of  all  external  control,  and  would  regulate 
their  own  afiairs.  Still,  they  hoped  the  Board  would  continue  - 
its  aid,  and  remember  that  it  was  a  question  of  a  Slaveholding 
Grospel,  or  of  no  Gospel  at  all,  that  was  at  issue,  and  decide 
accordingly.  Of  course,  we  only  give  the  substance  of  the 
documents,  in  plain  English,  divested  of  cant  and  circumloca- 
tion.  The  Prudential  Committee,  in  reply,  humbly  ventured  to 
dissent  from  the  Lord  Brethren  as  to  the  implied  sanction  of 
Christ,  and  the  express  recognition  of  the  Apostles,  of  Slavery. 
Still,  they  admitted  that  a  distinction  was  to  be  made  between 
Slavery  and  Slaveholding,  pointing  out  cases  in  which  it  was 
innocent  and  even  laudable  to  hold  slaves,  and  disclaimed  the 
idea  that  Slaveholding  was  a  necessary  bar  to  church- member- 
ship. It  was  only  a  circumstance  which  should  excite  enquiry 
as  to  the  character  of  the  applicant, —  a  pnma  fade  qase  of 
sin,  which  might  be  rebutted  by  explanatory  evidence.  The 
Committee  of  the  Board,  with  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  at  its  head, 
to  which  these  reports  and  letters  were  referred,  reported  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  answer  of  the  Missionaries  to  the  reply  was  not 
yet  received,  all  action  in  the  premises  should  be  deferred  until 
the  next  Annual  Meeting !  One  would  have  thought  that  the 
letters  themselves  were  sufficient  evidence  of  the  character  and 
quaUfications  of  the  Missionaries,  and  that  the  only  reply  the 
Board  needed  to  make  was  the  withdrawal  of  their  credentials 
as  its  ambassadors.  By  continuing  them  in  its  service,  after 
such  an  exposition  of  doctrine  and  practice,  it  necessarily  ad- 
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tniited  both  to  be  evangelically  Christian.    It  placed  itself  in 
the  same  condemnation  with  them. 

The  consideration  of  this  Report  was  the  main  business  of 
the  last  day.  The  only  opposition  that  was  made  was  by  Pres- 
ident Blanchard,  of  a  College  in  Illinois,  who  proposed  resolu- 
tions embodying  the  idea  that  Slaveholding  was,  in  the  opintcm 
of  the  Board,  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  character,  and 
should  be  a  cause  of  exclusion  from  the  Church ;  but  without 
proposing  any  immediate  or  definite  action.  These  resolations, 
after  debate,  were  rejected  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice. 
But  they  were  afterwards  reconsidered,  and  the  fact  of  their 
being  offereil,  reciting  them,  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
minutes,  chiefly  through  the  influence  of  the  elder  Dr.  Beecher, 
who  declared  that  it  would  be  almost  fatal  to  the  influence  of 
the  Board  in  the  West,  should  it  appear  to  have  rejected  reso- 
lutions of  this  character.  He  did  not  put  it  upon  the  gronnd 
that  the  resolutions  were  proper  to  be  passed;  but  that  the 
interests  of  the  Board  would  suflfer,  if  they  should  appear  to 
have  been  summarily  rejected.  President  Blanchard  seemed 
in  much  the  same  state  of  mind,  as  he  expressed  his  readiness 
to  withdraw  them  if  they  were  only  spread  upon  the  record,  so 
that  he  should  have  them  to  show  on  his  return  home.  The 
Rev.  Joel  Parker,  D.  D.,  now  of  Philadelphia,  formerly  of  New 
Orleans,  and  afterwards  of  the  Tabernacle  (!),  was  the  only 
one  that  came  np  faiily  and  handsomely  to  the  defence  of 
Slavery.  He  condemned  the  tone  of  the  Secretaries'  commu- 
nication to  the  Missionaries,  as  too  Anti-  Slavery,  and  maintained 
(in  eflcct,  not  literally)  that  the  possession  of  slaves,  far  from 
being  prima  facie  evidence  of  sin,  was  prima  facie  evidence  of 
hoUness.  The  whole  matter  was  finally  passed  over  to  the  next 
Annual  Meeting. 

One  thing  was  observable,  that  the  low  and  time-serving 
ground  taken  by  the  Secretaries  in  their  Report,  seems  to  have 
given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  dissatisfied  parlies  who  originally 
called  for  action.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lovejoy,  the  Editor  of  the 
Emancipator,  expressed  his  high  gratification  and  entire  con- 
tentment with  a  document  which  contained  no  condemnation  of 
Slavery  as  a  malum  in  se,  but  only  of  its  incidental  abuses,  and 
refused  to  declare  the  robber  of  his  brother's  body  and  soul 
unfit  for  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  In  this  opinion 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Curtis,  of  New  Hampshire,  concurred.    Dr. 
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Edward  Beecher,  the  famous  organizer  of  guilt  out  of  sin,  with 
an  ironical  sneer,  congratulated  these  gentlemen  for  assenting, 
at  this  late  day,  to  doctrines  which  he  had  been  covered  with 
obloquy  by  them,  for  proposing  in  1845.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  peace  is  at  last  restored  to  this  Zion,  and  that  hence- 
forth whenever,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Special  Report  of  the 
Prudential  Committee,  "  God  is  pleased  hopefully  to  renew  the 
hearts  of  Slaveholding  Indians,  and,  upon  giving  credible  evi- 
dence of  piety,  they  are  received  into  the  Church,"  there  will 
be  no  objection  made  on  the  part  of  their  new-organized  brethren 
in  Christ,  to  sitting  down  at  the  communion-table  with  them. 

But  the  moral  support  given  by  the  Board  to  Slavery,  reaches 
far  beyond  this  petty  matter  of  Slaveholding  Indians.  Repre- 
senting a  large  section  of  the  Religious  community,  it  is  the 
medium  through  which  the  sympathies  of  the  evangelically 
elect  flow  to  the  Heathen — to  the  perishing  millions  who  are 
daily  going  down  to  eternal  destruction,  for  the  want  of  Gospel 
privileges.  But  for  the  Heathen,  in  their  own  country,  kept 
Heathen  by  their  own  countrymen,  who  are  enabled  to  do  this 
wickedness  through  their  own  political  consent  and  support, 
they  have  no  pity  and  no  missionaries.  The  domestic  institu- 
tions of  Ceylon  and  Hindostan,  they  are  willing  to  attack. 
They  respect  those  of  their  own  Gospel-favored  land.  It  is 
distance  that  lends  enchantment  to  their  view  of  Heathendom. 
The  diameter  of  the  earth  is  needed  for  a  conductor  of  their 
sympathies.  Their  regard  fdV  the  unconverted  is  great  in  the 
geographical  ratio  of  the  distances  they  are  removed  from  them. 
What  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  all  this  but  the  true  one, 
that  Slaveholding  is  not  regarded  by  this  great  Body  of  Ameri- 
can Piety,  as  a  relation  essentially  and  morally  wrong?  That 
it  is  regarded  as  one  consistent  with  "  vital  piety  "  and  a  regen- 
erated estate  ?  And  can  Slavery  desire  any  fuller  recognition  ? 
These  men  either  do  not  perceive  that  Heathenism  in  the  form 
of  the  Sum  of  all  Villanies  is  a  proper  object  for  Christian 
labor,  or,  knowing  it,  reflise  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  their 
neighbor  that  has  fallen  among  thieves  by  their  own  wayside, 
because  of  their  own  participation  in  the  crime.  In  either  case, 
they  are  condenmed  as  unfit  to  be  the  Evangelizers  of  the 
TVorld.  We  trust  that  their  increasing  debt  and  crippled 
nuMUis  nwy  be  a  sign  that  this  truth  is  being  more  and  more 
fully  understood. 
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THE   COUNTRY. 

The  succession  of  startling  events  which  have  been  passing 
before  the  gaze  of  the  world  on  the  European  continent,  is 
almost  enough  to  make  one  forget  the  petty  villanies,  were  it 
not  for  their  far-reaching  issues,  of  our  own  land.  It  is  a  eorioiis 
spectacle  that  the  two  sides  of  the  Atlantic  have  presented. 
In  Europe  we  have  seen  Nations  uprising  like  Titans,  and 
shaking  themselves  loose  from  the  mountain-loads  of  old  tyraa- 
nies  which  have  crushed  them  for  ages.  The  crash  of  thrones, 
the  down4oppUng  of  crowns,  the  confusion  of  principalities  and 
powers,  all  show  that  the  Old  things  are  passing  away,  and  that 
all  things  are  becoming  New.  The  ideas  for  which  these  things 
have  stood  have  gradually  changed,  and  the  signs  will  soon  be 
seen  no  more.  The  substance  is  altered,  and  the  shadow  which 
it  projects  must  be  renewed.  The  Wcmt  is  felt,  and  the  Supply 
will,  of  necessity,  offer  itself  The  gross,  palpable  forms  of 
European  despotism  forced  themselves  upon  the  daily  life  and 
hourly  experience  of  the  Nations,  and  they  will  endure  them 
no  longer.  The  power  which  controlled  their  destinies  and 
regulated  their  lives  was  forever  by  their  side  and  before  their 
eyes.  Its  obtrusiveness  made  it  more^  hateful  than  even  its 
tyranny. 

In  America,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  in  that  by-gone  stage 
of  the  European  mind  when  the  people  worshipped  the  idols  to 
which  they  were  sacrificed.  Time  was  when  kings  and  kaisen, 
princes  and  nobles,  were  sincerely  reverenced  as  the  sources 
whence  the  prosperity  which  the  people  won  for  themselves 
beneficently  flowed.  Whatever  hard-earned  wealth,  or  safety 
for  person  or  goods,  they  enjoyed,  they  gave  the  glory  of  it  all 
to  their  Institutions,  and  not  to  themselves.  They  are  now  be- 
ginning to  discern  that  whatever  modicum  of  social  or  politicid 
blessings  they  had,  was  in  spite,  and  not  because,  of  the  rulers 
they  had  set  up,  or  permitted  to  nile  over  them.  And  so  **  the 
Divine  Right  of  Kings  to  govern  wrong"  began  to  be  questioned, 
and  at  last  denied  and  set  at  defiance.  But  here  we  are  still  in 
the  mood  of  bowing  down  before  the  image  we  ourselves  have 
set  up.  Our  priests  and  rulers  are  trying  even  to  persuade  as 
that  it  was  not  us,  but  God  himself,  that  ordained  it  And  we 
are  content  to  purchase  such  sort  of  prosperity  and  security  as 
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Me©  have,  by  the  bamt-offering  of  every  sixth  man  in  the  cotrn- 
try.  Not  seeiDg  that  our  own  most  precious  moral  qualities  and 
political  rights  are  consumed  as  necessary  materialg  in  thi9 
sacrifice  of  our  brethren.  We  have  not  yet,  as  a  people,  begftn 
to  discover  that  it  is  not  to  our  Institutions,  our  Constitution  azKl 
our  Union,  to  which  we  owe  whatever  good  we  have ;  but  that 
these  stand  directly  between  the  sun  of  our.  highest  (and  our 
lowest)  prosperity  and  us.  The^^^e  still  exists  for  us.  The 
pervading  despotic  principle  is  more  skilfully  kept  out  of  view. 
We  are  allowed  the  forms  of  choice,  and  the  name  of  power^ 
and  are  permitted  to  register  the  edicts  of  our  Sovereign. 

We  plume  ourselves,  in  this  country,  on  the  priority  in  point 
of  time  of  our  Revolution,  and  put  down  all  that  have  followed 
it  as  the  efiects  of  which  ours  was  the  cause.  It  may,  or  may 
not,  have  hastened  those  events ;  but  it  could  not  have  created! 
them.  They  existed  and  exist  because  God  has  made  men  a9 
they  are,  and  because  the  artificial  surroundings  of  men  must/ 
of  necessity,  be  moulded  and  directed  by  the  men  themselves. 
And  this  remodelling  and  new  direction  is  what  we  call  Revo^ 
lution.  Men  are  the  Body — Institutions  are  the  Raiment 
And  Revolutions  are  as  inevitable  as  growth  or  as  caprice. 
The  child  must  needs  put  ofi*  his  childish  attire  when  he  grows 
into  a  man, —  and  the  man  will  fain  change  the  feshion  of  his 
garments  at  the  prompting  of  convenience  or  of  whim.  The 
true  wisdom  is  to  enlighten  and  direct  the  ever-bu^y  minds  of 
men  to  that  which  is  absurd  or  mischievous  in  their  present 
social  habits,  emd  persuade  them  when  they  change  to  change 
for  the  better. 

Whether  our  Revolution  was  the  example  of  others  or  not, 
other  Revolutions  may  at  least  take  warning  by  the  event  of 
ours.  We  could  not  endure  the  sceptre  of  King  George,  or  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  having  shaken  them 
oflT,  we  delivered  ourselves  up,  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  by 
bonds  of  our  own  weaving,  into  the  hands  of  the  Slaveholding 
Philistines.  We  spumed  the  Aristocracy  of  English  Acres,  and 
then  recognized  and  built  up  the  Aristocracy  of  American  Flesh 
and  Blood.  Power  resting  on  the  ownership  of  Land  we  ab- 
horred.  Power  based  on  the  ownership  of  Human  Beings  we 
acknowledged  and  submitted  to.  And  ever  since,  and  now 
more  than  ever,  wo  have  been  in  our  National  character,  the 
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vaMtls  and  lerfii  of  that  abominable  Oligaicby.  Whatever 
degree  of  safety  or  success  we  may  have  in  some  of  the 
subordinate  divisions  of  the  country,  it  is  in  spite,  and  not  be- 
cause, of  the  Covenant  which  has  made  ns  one  with  the  tyiantSL 
From  the  beginning,  its  uniform  tendency  has  been  to  endanger 
the  one  and  to  disturb  the  other;  while  the  deterioration  of  cor 
national  morals,  and  the  degradation  of  oar  national  character, 
have  followed  our  guilty  consenting  as  the  night  the  day.  A 
true  Republic  the  world  has  never  yet  seen.  That  probl^n 
still  remains  to  be  wc^ked  out  And  our  experience  may  yet 
show  those  who  are  seeking  for  that  Philosopher's  (or  Fblili- 
cian's)  Stone,  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  abnegation  of 
Crowns  or  the  privation  of  Titles ;  but  that  all  the  realities  of 
tyranny  can  subsist  under  all  the  forms  of  Freedom.  The 
World,  with  all  its  material  Civilization,  is  but  approaching  the 
point  of  advancement  which  is  essential  to  the  Advent  of  snch 
a  perfect  Polity.  Through  much  more  toil  and  suffering  and 
blood  must  the  Hace  endure,  before  it  can  achieve  this  long- 
deferred  Hope  of  the  Ages.  But  the  Faith  of  the  best  spirits  of 
all  Ages,  heralded  by  prophetic  human  hearts  in  all  time,  and 
sealed  with  the  blood  of  mart3rrs  ever  since  the  world  began, 
shall  yet  be  justified  and  crowned  with  fruition. 

THE    ABOLITIONISTS. 

It  has  ever  been  the  proud  distinction  of  the  Old  Schoc^ 
Abolitionists,  that  they  have,  from  the  first,  taken  for  their 
practical  maxim  —  the  Absolute  Right  is  the  Highest  Ex- 
PEDiENOT.  In  this  sign  have  they  gone  forth,  conquering  and  to 
conquer.  The  measure  of  their  success  has  ever  been  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fidelity  with  which  they  have  acted  up,  in  their 
doctrine  and  their  life,  to  the  highest  idea  of  Anti- Slavery  duty 
to  which  they  had  attained,  at  each  successive  point  of  their 
progress,  without  regard  to  the  promptings  of  an  apparent  and 
superficial  Expediency.  "Gradual,  not  Immediate,  Emanci- 
pation," cried  Expediency,  "  if  yoa  would  obtain  the  ear  of 
the  people,  and  hope  for  their  help ! "  "  Immediate  Emanci- 
pation is  the  Right  of  the  Slave  and  the  Duty  of  the  Master ! " 
leplied  Anti- Slavery,  "  and  I  will  demand  nothiDg  less ! "  And 
though  the  land  was  frill  of  violence,  and  the  people  gnashed 
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upon  this  troth  with  their  teeth,  it  finally  prevailed,  so  as  iiow 
to  he  almost  universally  admitted  as  an  axiom  in  ethics.  **  Con« 
ciliate  the  Church  and  the  Clergy ! "  exclaimed  Expediency, 
**  or  your  influence  is  gone  forever  I "  "  Not  if  they  stand  hand 
and  hand  with  Slavery  I "  answered  Anti- Slavery,  "let  them 
perish  first ! "  And,  though  the  Clergy  and  the  Church,  who 
had  followed  aft^r  Anti- Slavery,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
turned  and  followed  after  it  no  more,  still  its  influence  even  on 
the  Clergy,  the  Church  and  religious  hodies,  increased  and  mul- 
tiplied an  hundred  fold. 

And  so  as  to  Political  Expediency.  **  Vote,  for  this  time 
only/ for  Harrison!"  urged  Expediency  in  the  Hard  Cider  Cam- 
pailQ^n ;  "  vote  for  the  candidate  of  the  North ! "  "I  cannot  trust 
the  candidate  of  the  North,  whose  course  and  whose  pledges 
are  satisfactory  to  the  South,"  returned  Anti-Slavery.  "  Support 
Clay,  and  keep  out  Texas ! "  shrieked  Expediency  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1844,  "  anybody  mther  than  Polk  and  Annexation ! " 
"  Anybody  rather  than  the  fattener  of  sleek  slaves,  the  impu- 
dent defender  of  Slavery  on  its  merits,  the  compromiser  away 
of  the  rights  of  the  North!"  responded  Anti- Slavery.  And 
Wisdom  was  justified  of  her  children,  in  both  cases.  God  said 
unto  Harrison,  almost  at  the  very  moment  he  and  his  partizans 
were  saying  unto  their  souls,  **  Eat  and  drink,  for  thou  hast  much 
goods  laid  up  for  many  years,"  — "  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy 
soul  shall  be  required  of  thee ! "  And  he  died,  and  was  buried, 
and  John  Tyler  reigned  in  his  stead !  And  when  the  question 
was  raised  of  resistance  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  afler  the 
accession  of  Polk,  the  chiefest  supporters  of  Clay  declared 
that  "  it  was  too  late ! "  and  that  "  resistance  might  be  attended 
with  bad  results ! "  Who  believes,  now,  that  there  was  any 
sincerity  in  the  pretended  opposition  of  Clay  and  his  most 
prominent  partizans  to  the  Annexation?  Who  would  have 
laughed  the  credulity  of  the  Abolitionists  to  scorn  more  loudly, 
or  at  least  more  heartily,  than  they,  had  they  succeeded  in 
cajoHng  them  ? 

Up  to  about  the  time  of  the  contest  between  Clay  and  Polk, 
the  political  action  of  AboUtioiiists  was  governed  chiefly  by  a 
regard  to  the  relations  of  the  candidates  to  Slavery,  and  they 
opposed  them  on  the  ground  of  the  special  suit  and  service  they 
had  vowed  to  it,  by  their  words  or  by  their  aotions.    But  about 
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that  time  they  perceived  that  the  relations  of  all  holders  of 
office  to  Slavery  were,  of  necessity,  if  maintained  in  good  faith, 
those  of  support  and  comfort.  They  discerned  that  it  was  of 
small  moment  who  administered  the  Constitution  of  Ihe  coun- 
try, so  long  as  that  Constitution  makes,  in  the  words  of  John 
Qnincy  Adams, "  the  preservation,  propagation,  and  perpetuation 
of  Slaver)',  the  vital  and  animating  spirit  of,  the  National  Gov- 
ernment." They  saw  that  as  Aholitionists  they  could  not 
execute  the  Pro- Slavery  commands  of  the  Constitution,  and  as 
honest  men  they  could  not  swear  to  perform  them,  with  the 
deliberate  puipose  of  breaking  their  oaths.  And  what  they 
might  not  do  themselves,  they  clearly  could  not  appoint  others, 
by  their  votes,  to  do  for  them.  The  only  political  action  that 
lay  open  to  them  was  to  labor  outsido  of  the  Constitution,  and 
not  within  it,  for  its  overthrow.  To  convince  the  people  that 
their  form  of  government  Avas  the  greatest  enemy  of  their 
safety,  their  prosperity,  and  their  honor ;  that  all  their  material 
prosperity  and  local  advantages  were  in  spite,  not  because,  of 
their  confederate  Union;  and  to  persuade  them  openly  and 
honestly  to  repudiate  the  compromise  by  which  they  had  de- 
livered themselves  up,  l>ouud  in  political  servitude,  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  their  natural  enemies,  and  to  erect  a  new 
government,  free  from  the  disturbing  and  disgraceful  element 
of  Slavery,  in  which  the  experiment  of  self-government  could 
be  fairly  tried. 

Just  at  this  point  of  time,  and  when  afiairs  are  in  this  pos- 
ture, the  Free  Soil  Party  appears  and  claims  the  support  of  the 
Abolitionists  by  virtue  of  its  superior  Anti- Slavery  pretentions. 
Its  pretensions  are  specious,  and,  in  fact,  include  about  all  that 
a  political  party,  intending  to  maintain  good  faith  towards  the 
Constitution,  should  ofier.  It  proposes  to  forbid  the  extension 
of  Slavery  in  the  newly-stolen  territories,  to  abolish  it  wherever 
the  Constitution  will  permit,  and  to  confine  it  to  its  present 
Constitutional  and  territorial  limits.  Time  was  when  the  Abo- 
litionists would  have  been  thankful  for  thus  much,  and  when, 
for  maintaining  thus  much,  they  were  mobbed  and  hunted, 
whipped  and  shot,  a  price  set  upon  their  heads,  their  name  cast 
out  as  evil,  and  they  persecuted  unto  strange  cities.  But  their 
long  and  hard  experience  has  attained  *'  to  something  of  pro- 
phetic strain,"  and  they  now  plainly  perceive  that  what  would 
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have  satisfied  them  in  their  days  of  ignorance,  falls  very  far 
short  of  what  the  necessity  of  the  case  demands.  They  can 
take  no  part  in  a  movement  which  contemplates  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  legal  relation  of  master  and  slave,  anywhere  within 
the  Universe  of  God.  They  spurn  and  spit  upon  the  doctrine 
that  any  compact  can  be  binding  which  conditions  for  the  return 
of  a  fugitive  into  the  hell  of  Slavery,  and  for  the  forcible  sup* 
pression  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Slaves  to  vindicate 
their  rights  by  "  an  Appeal  to  Arms  and  the  God  of  Battles." 
Their  sense  of  personal  honor  forbids  them  to  swear  to  support 
such  a  Compact,  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  for  the  purpose 
of  exerting  political  power,  even  for  the  Slave,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  performing  it, — much  more  with  the  intention  of  break- 
ing it  They  see  in  all  candidates  for  the  Presidency,  to 
whatever  party  they  may  belong,  on  whatever  platform  they 
may  stand,  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  palled,  aspirants  for 
the  office  of  Protector  of  the  Institutions  of  the  South,  of 
National  Overseer  of  the  American  Slaves.  If  Slavery  is  to 
be  maintained  forever  by  the  National  strength  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  present  Union,  which  must  be  the  contem- 
plation of  every  honest  Constitutional  party,  we  see  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  spread^ over  any  extent  of  our  territory.  As 
to  the  strength  it  would  add  to  the  Slave  Power,  we  should 
rejoice  in  it  If  a  strong  nation  is  base  and  mean  enough  to 
consent  to  hold  the  chain  of  the  Slave  while  his  tyrant  is  rob- 
bing and  torturing  him,  it  can  have  no  share  in  the  degradation  ' 
of  its  victim  that  it  will  not  deserve.  From  this  mean,  base, 
cowardly  position,  the  North,  as  the  stronger  party,  can  recover 
whenever  it  chooses  to  arouse  itself  and  shake  into  the  air 
the  cobweb  ties  by  which  it  has  bound  itself  to  dishonor,  cmelty, 
and  degradation.  To  bring  it  to  a  just  sense  of  its  condition 
and  its  remedy,  is  the  high  mission  of  the  Abolitionists.  May 
they  feel  its  gravity  and  its  dignity,  and  abide,  faithful  though 
few,  and  patient  though  long-tried,  the  day  of  its  great  Accom- 
plishment! 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
Of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  from  Jan.  1,  1848,  to  Jan,  1, 1849. 

By  Balance  of  Old  Account,  Januaiy  1, 1848, $306  58 

From  Ladies*  National  Anti^lavery  Fair, «•* 3,319  01 

**    Legacy  of  late  Henry  Cbapman, 100  00 

"    £st:ex  County  Anti-Slavery  Society, 10  00 

**    West  Brookfield  Anti-Slaveiy  Society, 50  00 

«    Ladies' Second  Fair,  held  at  21  ComWU, 333  37 

"    Ladies*  Fair  at  Worcester,^ •,••* * .-...«.,......     768  70 

"    Weymouth  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society, » ,.      100  00 

**  Pledges,  Donations,  and  Collections  by  Agents  and  others,  at  Pic-Nics,  Con- 
ventions, and  of  Individuals,  during  the  year,  as  published  monthly  in 
the  Liberator, 3,644  90 


Total  Ampont  of  Receipts,    $8,531  86 


The  Disbursements  have  been  as  follows: 

Paid  Andrews  &  Prentiss^s  Bill  for  Printing,  ••  • < «..  $07  60 

**    Treasurer  of  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  per  orders  of  the  Board, 4,570  43 

"    Office  Rent,  21  Comhill,. 200  00 

"    Ejcpensesof  Annual  Meeting,* '•• * 61  25 

**    Expense  of  publishing  500  copies  of  Annual  Beport, 90  00 

"    Bill  for  expense  of  Worcester  Fair,  (omitted,) -..  3  25 

«*    Expense  of  Fair  at  21  Comhill, 33  37 

«          "     of  New  England  Convention, 76  13 

"    BiU  of  Books  for  Depository, 37  50 

"    Expenses  of  Pic-Nic  at  Abington, 45  20 

«*           "       ofPicNicat  Lynn, 3115 

"    for  50  copies  Liberator,  sent  to  Members  of  Congress,  per  order  of  the  Board,  57  50 

"    Expenses  of  sundry  Conventions, 67  50 

"           "       of  Depository,  21  Comhill, 224  17 

"    William  W.  Brown,  for  Services  and  Expenses  as  Agent, 515  11 

"    Dr.  Hudson,  for                    **                     "                "      45  00 

"    Adin  Ballou,  for                   "                    "               **      40  83 

««    John  3.  Jacobs,  for                "                     "                "      7  31 

"    Stephen  S.  Foster,  for           "                     "                **      27189 

"    Samuel  May,  Jr.,  for             "                     "                "      893  04 

"    Parlier  PDlsbury,  for            «'                    "               "      467  12 

"    Lucy  Stone,  for                    "                     "                "      245  15 

«    Loring  Moody,  f(»                "                     "  .             "      • 213  42 

"    S.  Brooke,  for                      "                    "       Financial  Agent, 50  14 

**    William  P.  Atkinson,  for  Expens«i  to  Westminster, 3  00 

Total  Amount  of  DisborBements,    $8,2:7  06 

Leaving  a  Balance  in  Treasuiy,  Jan.  1, 1849,  of  254  80 

$8,531  80 
£.  B.  SAMUEL  PHILB&ICK,  TasAsuasa. 

BOSTON,  Jan.  15,  1849.— I  liav«  examined  the  foregoing  account,  and  find  it  correctly 

•ast  and  properly  vouched.    Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  being  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  doUars,  eighty  cents.                                                  EDMUND  JACKSON,  Auditob. 
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Caroline  Weston,  Weymouth, 
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EDMUND  JACKSON,  Boston. 
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Maria  Weston  Chapman, 
Cornelius  Bramhall, 
Hbnet  L  Bowditch, 
John  M.  Spear, 
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Charles  K.  Whipple, 
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SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SUYERY  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  was 
held  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  24. 

The  Chair  was  taken  by  Francis  Jackson,  President  of  the  Society, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  who  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  gave 
opportunity  for  vocal  or  silent  prayer. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  Cornelius  Bramhall,  and  Eliza  J. 
Kennt,  be  Assistant  Secretaries  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Fotedy  On  motion  of  Wendell  Phillips,  that  the  President  nominate  a 
Business  Committee  of  seven  persons. 

The  following  persons  were  nominated,  and  accepted  by  the  Society, 
as  that  Committee:  — 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  Edmund  QtnNcr,  Wendell  Phillips, 
Charles  K.  Whipple,  Anne  W.  Weston,  Stephen  S.  Foster,  James 

N.  BUFFUM. 

The  following  persons,  on  motion  of  S.  Mat,  Jr.,  were  nominated  and 
chosen  a  Committee  to  report  a  list  of  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
year  ensuing:  — 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  Bourne  Spooner,  Oliver  Johnson,  John  M. 
FiSK,  John  Bailet,  Abbt  K.  Foster,  and  Edmund  Quinct. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  four  on  the  Roll  and  Finance  be  noml- 
Dated  by  the  Chair.    The  following  were  nominated  and  chosen. 

James  N.  Buffum,  Samuel  Brooke,  Joshua  T.  Everett,  Lewis 
Ford. 

SAMUEL  Philbrick,  TroRsurer,  presented  his  Annual  Report,  duly 
audited.'  The  Report  was  accepted,  and  will  be  found  in  another  place. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  Wendell  Phillips,  that  we  now  hear  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  such  portions  thereof  as  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  shall  select. 
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80  APPENDIX. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  then  read  selections  from  the  Report  Notice  was  given 
that  the  Report  had  heen  printed  and  would  be  ready  for  delivery  to 
members  and  others  to-morrow. 

Wendell  Phillips,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Business,  reported  the 
following  Resolutions  i  — 

1.  —  Resolvtdy  That  while  we  look  upon  the  Free  Soil  movement  as 
the  unavoidable  result  of  our  principles  and  agitation,  and  hail  it,  so  iar 
as  its  formation  gives  proof  of  the  wider  spread  of  a  degree  of  Anti- 
Slavery  feeling  in  the  community,  we  &el  called  upon  to  warn  the  old 
fHends  of  our  cause,  the  veterans  of  so  long  and  fierce  a  struggle,  not  to 
expect  too  much  from  the  first  gropings  of  a  community  which  as  yet 
sees  men  but  as  trees  walking  —  and  that  we  are  not  to  sink  the  experi- 
ence of  nigh  twenty  years  to  suit  the  views  or  wait  the  infant  move- 
ments of  those  who  have  just  awaked  to  our  enterprise ;  that  the  main- 
taining of  our  advanced  position  is  the  only  security  we  can  have  that 
they  will  persevere  even  in  their  short  measure,  the  only  sheet-anchor 
when  this  experiment,  necessary  for  their  education,  has  failed,  as  in  its 
present  form  it  must,  the  corps  of  reserve  by  which  alone  their  broken 
ranks  and  disheartened  courage  are  to  be  succorecji  aihI  the  labors  of  so 
many  years  saved,  when  this  transition  period  is  passed. 

2.  —  Resolvedf  That  as  the  success  of  the  Slave  power,  in  usurping 
the  control  of  our  government,  has  been  owing  to  its  being  made  the 
paramount  object  of  a  large  el^ss  in  the  community,  and  especially  in 
the  Slave  States,  no  effectual  resistance  can  be  made  to  such  a  con- 
spiracy, but  by  a  party  prepared  to  make  resistance  to  the  Slave  power 
the  exclusive  and  paramount  object  of  its  existence ;  and  hence  we 
view  with  alarm  and  deep  regret  the  course  of  the  Free  Soil  Party  in 
putting  in  nomination,  in  some  cases,  men  who  were  not  prepared  to 
pledge  themsfslves  to  the  support  of  even  their  platform  of  principles, 
deeming  such  a  course  treason  to  the  hopes,  and  deserving  to  forfeit  the 
trust,  of  the  Anti-Slavery  public. 

3.  —  Resolved^  That  we  cannot  look  upon  the  Free  Soil  Party  as  an 
Anti-Slavery  Party  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  term,  as  no  efi[eciual  re- 
sistance can  be  made  to  the  Slave-power,  except  by  a  party  prepared 
and  pledged  to  trample  under  foot  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  we  look  upon  any  success  attendiqg  the  efforts  of  the  Free  Soil 
movement,  as  due  only  to  the  fear  entertained  by  the  South  that  their 
candidates  will  in  reality  be  false  to  their  oaths  of  office,  and  ready  to 
make  every  use  covertly  of  that  Anti-Slavery  sentiment  in  the  com- 
munity which  far  outruns  its  platform,  and  had  long  ago  snapi>ed  asun- 
der the  bonds  of  the  Union. 

4.  —  Resolved^  That  the  Church  which  is  in  religious  fellowship  with 
Slaveholders,  or  the  members  of  which  ore  in  political  alliance  with 
Slaveholders,  —  or  which  cherishes  and  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  com- 
plexional  caste,  —  or  which  does  not  make  the  immediate  abolition  of 
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Slavery  its  special  concern,  —  is  not  worthy  to  be  recognized  as  a  Church 
of  Christ,  has  uo  claim  upon  human  sympathy  or  respect,  and  ought  to 
be  abandoned  by  every  one  as  radically  defective  in  Christian  principle 
and  character ;  and  whoever  continues  in  willing  connexion  and  con- 
formity with  such  a  Church  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  actual  supjK)rter  of 
Slavery. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  Oliver  JoHNSdir,  to  adjourn  to  2  1-2  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

WEDNESDAY  — Afternoon  Session. 

Society  met  according  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  Resolutions  reported  in  the  morning  were  again  read ;  and  on 
motion  of  S.  Mat,  Jr.,  the  first  three  Resolutions  relating  to  the  Free 
Soil  Party,  were  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  of  Worcester,  objected  to  the  Resolutions  that 
they  admitted  .too  much  in  behalf  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  and  would  tend 
to  reconcile  the  members  of  that  Party  to  their  present  position. 

James  N.  Buffum,  of  Lynn,  moved  that  all  persons  pi^esent,  whether 
friendly  to  this  Society  and  its  principles,  or  not,  whether  Anti-Slavery 
or  Pro-Slavery,  be  invited  to  take  part  in  the  discussions  of  this  meeting. 
Adopted  unanimously. 

Stephen  S.  Foster  moved  to  re-commit  the  Resolutions  on  the 
Free  Soil  Party,  which  was  seconded. 

£.  QuiNCT  opposed  the  re-commitment. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  following  Resolution  was  offered  and  adopt- 
ed:— 

Resolved,  That  every  friend  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  present  at  our 
meeting,  be  invited  to  enrol  his  or  her  name  as  a  member  of  this  body, 
and  also  to  give  one  dollar,  or  such  other  sum  as  is  thought  proper, 
towards  defraying  the  ex|>enses  of  this  Annual  Meeting. 

S.  S.  Foster  withdrew  his  motion  to  re-commit,  and  moved  to 
amend  the  first  Resolution  by  substituting  as  follows:  — 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  joy  the  breaking  up  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  of  the  country,  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  progress 
of  Anti-Slavery  sentiments,  even  though  their  sundered  fragments  may 
have  been  re-united  on  grounds  scarcely  less  Pro-Slavery  than  that  of 
the  parties  from  which  they  have  been  torn. 

Lewis  Hatden  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  substitution.  The  discus- 
sion was  continued  by  Wendell  Phillips  and  Arbt  K.  Foster. 

At  5  1-4  o'clock,  adjourned  to  7  o'clock. 
«8 
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WEDNESDAY— EvEifiNO  Session. 

The  Society  re-assembled  according  to  adjournment;  Edmuicd 
QuLNCT,  of  Dedham,  in  the  Chair;  —  who  read  the  Resolutions  before 
the  meeting. 

James  N.  Bitffum  moved  to  lay  the  Resolutions  on  the  table,  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  afforded  to  introduce  to  the  audience  two  recent 
fugitives  from  Slavery  in  Georgia ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

William  W.  Browh  then  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  interesting  and 
remarkable  escape  from  Slavery  of  William  and  Ellen  Crafl.  He  read 
an  extract  from  a  New  Jersey  i^per,  a  correspondent  of  which  had  ob- 
served this  fugitive  couple- on  board  of  one  of  the  steamboats,  and  bad 
been  struck  by  something  unusual  in  their  appearance.  They  are  quite 
young;  Ellen,  the  wife,  is  so  nearly  white  that,  by  clothing  herself  in 
male  attire,  she  was  enabled  to  pass  for  a  white  man,  while  her  husband 
attended  her  as  her  servant.  .  In  this  way  they  took  the  principal  trav- 
elled route,  and  came  to  Philadelphia  in  four  days,  where  they  met  with 
many  who  rejoiced  with  them  in  their  hazardous  but  cMnpletely  suc- 
cessful undertaking. 

The  husband  was  a  journeyman  cabinet-maker,  and  by  industry  and 
prudence  had  been  able  to  lay  by  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  their  flight;  this,  beside  paying  $260  annually  to  his  master,  and  the 
cost  of  his  own  support.  These  fugitives  whose  appearance  is  such  as 
warmly  to  prepossess  every  spectator  in  their  behalf,  were  then  invited 
to  the  platform,  and  introduced  to  the  audience.  Mr.  Baown  said  he 
wished  to  lay  three  propositions  before  the  audience,  that  they  might  be 
answered  in  presence  of  these  Aigitives.  First,  all  persons  present  who 
would  help  return  a  Slave  to  his  bondage,  will  please  to  say  yts.  None 
replied.  Second,  all  who  would  stand  still  and  do  nothing  for  or  against 
liiin,  will  please  to  say  yea.  None  replied.*  Third,  all  who  would  aid 
in  protecting,  rescuing  and  saving  him  from  Slavery,  will  Bs\y  yea.  An 
immense  and  prolonged  assent,  reminding  one  of  the  *' everlasting  yea,** 
came  up  from  the  meeting. 

William  W.  Brown,  himself  a  fugitive,  then  sang  an  Anti-Slavery 
song,  which  was  much  applauded. 

Henry  C.  Wright  moved  to  take  np  the  Resolutions  on  the  Free 
Soil  Party.  This  was  carried ;  and  Mr.  W.  addressed  the  meeting  in 
their  support,  showing  the  Pro-Slavery  character  of  the  Constitution  and 
that  the  Free  Soil  Party  goes  for  supporting  the  Constitution  and  main- 
taining the  compromises  with  Slavery.  He  showed  also  the  inconsist- 
ency of  those  who  had  just  responded  so'  enthusiastically  to  W.  W. 
Brown^s  question,  that  they  would  protect  and  rescue  the  fugitive  Slave, 
while  they  supported  a  Constitution  which  bound  them  to  deliver  up  the 
fugitive. 

*  It  wu  said,  on  the  last  evening,  tliat  one  penon  had  fiuntljr  faid  yei,  to  this  itatemenL 
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Several  gentlemen  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  who  were  present,  were 
here  called  upon  to  spenk ;  but  did  not. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  S.  S.  Foster,  W.  Phillips,  and  W, 
L.  Garrison,  the  first  in  support  of  his  amendment,  the  last  two  in 
support  of  the  Resolution. 

On  motion  of  H.  C.  Wright,  adjourned  to  Thursday,  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

THURSDAY  — MoRNmo  Session. 

Jan.  25.  The  Society  re-assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall,  according  to 
adjournment.    Francis  Jackson  in  the  Chair. 

The  Resolutions  on  the  Free  Soil  movement  again  came  up.  Mrs. 
Abbt  K.  Foster  defended  the  amendment  offered  by  S.  S.  Foster. 
The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  J.  T.  Everett,  Mr.  Osgood,  of 
Salisbury,  (the  same  who  came  upon  our  platform  last  year  to  defend 
the  Liberty  Party,)  William  A.  White,  of  Watertown,  William  Lloyd 
Garrison,  an^  S.  S.  Foster. 

At  1  o'clock,  adjourned  to  2i  o'clock.  ^ 

THURSDAY— Afternoon  Skssion. 

Met  again  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Francis  Jackson  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  officers  reported,  by  their 
Chairman,  a  list  of  persons  to  act  as  officers  of  tlie  Society  for  the  en- 
suing year.  Their  report  was  accepted,  and  the  persons  therein  named 
were  accordingly  elected.    [This  list  precedes  the  Appendix.] 

The  amendment  oflTered  by  S.  S.  Foster  was  rejected.  The  Resolu- 
tions numbered  ],  2,  and  3  were  then  adopted. 

Voted,  To  take  up  the  Resolution  on  the  Church.  Nahum  Osgood 
$poke  in  opposition  to  the  Resolution,  and  in  favor  of  union  with  the 
American  Church. 

James  S.  Buffcm  replied,  and  vindicated  the  soundness  and  necessity 
of  the  Resolution. 

Henrt  C.  Wright  spoke  on  the  same  side,  and  declared  himself 
opposed  to  every  tiling  which  went  for  the  enslavement  of  man,  whether 
Governments,  or  Churches,  or  Bibles,  or  the  Gods  of  this  Nation. 

Wendell  Philixps  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  upon  the  taUe, 
to  take  up  the  subject  of  funds  for  the  future  operations  of  tlie  Society. 
This  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Phillips  addressed  the  friends  of  the  cause 
in  an  earnest  speech  for  aid. 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  iatroduced  the  following  Resolution  and  spoke 
briefly  in  its  support:  — 

Resolved,  That  in  prosecuting  the  work  of  the  redemption  of  the  Slave, 
and  in  our  determination  to  be  deterred  from  that  object  by  no  Consti- 
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tutions,  or  Party  Organizations,  or  Ecclesiastical  combinations  whatever, 
we  summon  all  the  true  friends  of  freedom  and  immanity  to  come  to 
our  aid,  and  sustain,  during  the  year  on  which  we  have  entered,  that 
great  moral  movement,  which  has  laid  the  axe  at  the  root  of  Slavery's 
tree,  by  their  most  generous  contributions  and  pledges. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  then  and  subsequently  received  pledges, 
to  be  paid  within  the  year,  amounting  to  upwards  of  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. They  also  received,  in  money,  donations  amounting  to  al>out 
ninety  dollars,  besides  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  all  expenses  of  caliiDg 
and  holding  the  Annual  Meeting. 

The  Resolution  on  tiie  Church  was  again  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Garrisost 
made  an  eloquent  exposure  of  the  weak  idea  which  had  been  advanced 
that  we  should  go  hack  "to  the  old  Anti-Slavery  ground." 

Adjourned  to  7  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  — Evening  Session. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  when  the  Chair  was  taken  by  James 
N.  BuFFUMjIa  Vice  President. 

The  Resolution  on  the  Church  being  before  the  Society,  Edmund 
QuiNCT  spoke  in  its  support 

Parker  Pillsburt  followed  in  justification  of  the  course  of  the 
American  Anti-Slavery  Society  and  its  friends  in  boldly  exposing  and 
rebuking  the  faithless  and  Pro-Slavery  course  of  the  American  Churches. 
He  ppoke  of  the  influence  of  those  Churches  as  on  the  wane. 

Wendell  Phillips  took  a  different  view  from  Mr.  Pillsburt  of  the 
influence  of  the  Churches,  and  commended  the  energy,  perseverance, 
and  ability  with  which  they  labored  for  the  ends  they  sought  He 
acknowledged  their  bigotry,  and  condemned  their  course  on  the  subject 
of  Slavery,  and  would  not  regard  them  as  Christian  Churches;  but  he 
said  they  were  enemies  not  to  be  thought  of  lightly,  and  Abolitionists 
might  learn  a  useful  lesson  from  them  of  dauntless  and  unwearied  selP 
devotion. 

Mr.  Phillips,  before  taking  his  seat,  again  introduced  William  and 
Ellen  Craft,  the  Georgia  fugitives,  to  the  meeting.  They  were  re- 
ceived with  even  more  hearty  and  prolonged  cheering  than  on  the 
evening  previous. 

The  case  of  these  fugitives  occupied  the  attention  of  the  meeting  the 
remainder  of  the  evening.  James  N.  BufVum,  Henrt  C.  Wright, 
W.  L.  Garrison,  and  Luct  Stone  addressed  the  audience.  Miss 
Stone  spoke  in  an  uncommonly  eloquent  and  touching  strain. 

At  a  late  hour,  adjourned  to  Friday  morning,  10  o^clock. 

FRIDAY — Morning  Session. 

The  Society  met  again  in  Faneuil  Hall ;  Francis  Jackson  in  the 
Chair. 
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The  Resolution  on  the  Church  heiDg  the  sulject  before  the  Society^  it 
was  spoken  to  by  Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  and  Parxxr  PixxsBuitT. 

Its  adoption  was  moved  by  S.  S.  Foster. 

Seward  Mitchell  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  substituting 
the  following:  — 

Resolved,  That  as  the  American  Church  has  been  fully  proved  to  be 
the  bulwark  of  Slavery,  we  believe  the  time  has  come  when  it  should 
be  destroyed,  root  and  branch,  as  of  no  use  to  the  people  and  a  curse  to 
every  cause  of  moral  reform. 

After  remarks  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  John  C.  Cluer,  the  amend- 
ment, on  motion  of  Edwin  Thompson,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  original  Resolution  (that  num- 
bered 4,)  and  adopted  without  a  dissenting  vote. 

Stephen  S.  Foster  introduced  the  following  Resolution,  and  advo- 
cated it  at  length :  — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society  it  is  expedient  to  organize 
a  system  of  measures  designed  to  array  its  friends  at  the  ballot-boxes, 
there  to  vote  for  hien  pledged  to  take  no  oath  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  use  all  their  influence  to  dissolve  the  Union.         * 

Adjourned  to  quarter  before  3  o'clock. 

FRIDAY — Afternoon  Session. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  when  the  Chair  was  taken  by  Francis 
Jackson. 

The  Resolution  offered  in  the  morning,  by  S.  S.  Foster,  came  up, 
and  was  supported  by  W.  Jenkins,  of  Andover,  and  opposed  by  W.  L. 
Garrison. 

On  motion  of  E.  Quinct  the  Resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Charles  Stearns  offered  the  following  Resolution,  and  supported 
it  in  some  very  earnest  remarks  respecting  the  sufferings  of  many  of  the 
laboring  people  of  the  North  :  — 

Whereasy  The  rights  of  the  laborer  at  the  North  are  identified  with 
those  of  the  Southern  Slave,  and  cannot  be  obtained  as  long  as  chattel 
Slavery  rears  its  hydra-head  in  our  land ;  and  whereas  the  same  ar- 
guments which  apply  to  the  situation  of  the  crushed  Slave  are  also  in 
force  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Northern  Laborer,  although 
in  a  less  degree ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  equally  incumbent  upon  the  working  men  of  the 
North  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  emancipation  of  the  Slave,  and  upon 
Abolitionists  to  advocate  the  claims  of  the  free  laborer. 

John  C.  Cluer  attributed  the  greater  part  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Northern  laboring  people,  and  especially  of  the  poor  Irish,  to  a  too  free 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks.    He  said  he  had  paid  much  attention  to  these 
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subjects,  viz :  the  rights  of  the  laborer,  and  temperance,  and  he  spoke 
with  fuli  assurance  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 

Mr.  STEAR£fs*s  Resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Society  adjourned 
to  7  o'clock.  • 

FRIDAY  —  Eveniwo  Session. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment,  in  Faneuil  Hall;  FaAircif 
Jackson,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Garrison,  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported  the 
following  Resolutions :  — 

5.  —  Resolved^  That  the  one  great  object  to  be  attempted  and  achieved, 
to  secure  the  emancipation  of  our  enslaved  countrymen  —  to  assert  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  North  —  and  to  impose  the  awful 
criminality  involved  in  the  Slave  system  exclusively  upon  the  incorrigi- 
ble tyrants  of  the  South,  is,  THE  IMMEDIATE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  UNION  — a  Union  based  on  the  prostrate  bodies 
of  three  millions  of  the  people,  and  cemented  with  their  blood  —  a 
Union  which  gives  absolute  power  and  perfect  security  to  the  wholesale 
traffickers  in  human  flesh,  by  its  combined  military  and  naval  power, 
and  the  ovaihrow  of  which  would  inevitably  burst  asunder  the  chain  of 
every  bondman  —  a  Union  in  which  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  the  right  of  petition  and  safe  and  equal  locomotion,  are  cloven 
down,  and  the  citizens  of  one  portion  of  the  country  are  seized  for  no 
alleged  crime  in  another  portion,  hurried  to  prison,  kept  in  chains, 
plundered  of  their  property,  and  in  numerous  instances  sold  on  the 
auction  block  at  public  vendue  as  Slaves,  in  lots  to  suit  purchasers. 

6.  —  Resolved^  That  in  openly  and  unequivocally  advocating  Slaveiy 
as  a  just,  beneficent,  and  democratic  institution,  John  C.  Calhoun,  of 
South  Carolina,  is  to  be  commended  for  his  frankness  and  directness; 
that  for  his  earnestness,  consistency,  intrepidity,  and  self-sacrifice,  in 
defending  and  seeking  to  extend  and  perpetuate  what  he  thus  professes 
to  regard  as  superlatively  excellent,  he  is  equally  to  be  commended; 
and  that  he  stands  in  honorable  contrast,  and  is  incomparably  to  be 
preferred  to  those  Northern  time-servers  and  dough-faces,  who  pro- 
fessedly look  upon  Slavery  with  abhorrence,  and  yet  are  found  ever 
ready  to  compromise  the  sacred  principles  of  liberty,  to  betray  the  rights 
ot  the  people  of  the  North,  and  on  bended  knee  to  worship  the  Sbive 
power  of  the  South. 

They  were  supported  by  W.  L.  Garrison,  and  Henry  C.  WRicbT. 

John  C.  Cluer  asked  leave  (which  was  granted,)  to  read  to  the  meeting 
an  account  of  a  Catholic  Slave  gil"!  in  Georgetown,  D.  C,  who  was  soon 
to  be  sold  to  the  South  if  not  redeemed.  A  man  was  said  to  be  now  in 
Boston,  raising  money  to  purchase  her  freedom.     Mr.  C.  also  asked 
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leave  to  take  up  a  collection  in  the  meeting  to  aid  thb  object ;  this  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  sura  of  $17,34  was  contributed. 

William  W.  Browh  advocated  the  Resolutions  and  declared  that 
be  could  do  no  less  than  make  war  upon  a  Constitution  and  Union  whicb 
made  a  chattel  of  him,  and  utterly  refused  to  acknowledge  his  right  to 
freedom  or  to  protect  him  in  it  He  referred  to  the  two  fugitives  from 
Slavery,  who  had  attended  some  of  our  previous  meetings,  and  again 
introduced  them  to  the  audience,  who  received  them  with  enthusiastic 
greetings.  Mr.  Brown  again  gave  a  sketch  of  their  method  of  project- 
ing and  executing  their  bold  attempt. 

Wendell  Phillips  referred  eloquently  to  the  case  of  these  interest- 
ing fugitives.  He  said  that  we  should  look  in  vain  through  the  most 
trying  times  of  our  Revolutionary  history  for  an  incident  of  courage  and 
noble  daring  to  equal  that  of  the  escape  of  William  and  Ellen  Craft; 
and  future  historians  and  poets  would  tell  this  story  as  one  of  the  most 
thrilling  in  the  nation's  annals;  and  millions  would  read  it  with  admira- 
tion of  the  hero  and  heroine  of  the  story,  and  would  have  wished  that 
ihty  could  have  lived  to  take  part  in  the'  glorious  struggle  of  freedom 
and  justice  and  humanity,  against  Slavery,  fraud  and  tyranny.  Mr. 
Phillips  closed  with  reading  the  Petition  to  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture (now  in  session,)  for  a  secession  from  the  Union,  and  called  upon 
all  who  were  not  mere  hearers,  but  doers,  to  come  up  and  sign  and  cir- 
culate this  petition. 

Mr.  Garrison,  from  the  Business  Committee,  then  reported  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution :  — 

7.  —  Resolvedy  That  if,  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  Anti-Slavery  struggle, 
the  utmost  zeal  and  alacrity  were  wisely  and  effectively  shown  by 
Abolitionists  in  circulating  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  repeal  of  all  laws  in  this  Common- 
"wealth  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  our  colored  population,  it  is  incom- 
parably more  important,  now,  that  they  should  manifest  at  least  as  much 
zeal  and  alacrity  in  circulating,  for  popular  signature,  the  |)etition  to  the 
Legislature  for  the  immediate  secession  of  Massachusetts  from  a  Union 
in  which  she  is  held  as  a  vassal,  and  which  serves  only  to  pollute  and 
degrade  her. 

Voted,  That  the  question  be  now  taken  on  the  three  resolutions  re- 
ported this  evening. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Resolutions  separately,  and  thej 
were  unanimously  adopted.  • 

Voted,  To  adjourn,  sine  die. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  President. 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  ^ 

C.  Bramhall,        >  .instant  Secretariea. 

Eliza  J.  Kennt,  ) 
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REPORT. 


Another  year  of  American  History  is  completed.  A  year 
full  of  those  examples  by  which  a  true  philosophy  teaches  and 
warns  the  nations.  Examples  of  the  watchfulness  and  activity 
of  eager  Tyranny  surprising  and  overreaching  the  sloth  and 
sluggishness  of  careless  Liberty.  Examples  of  the  victorious 
march  of  a  compact  minority,  welded  together  by  the  bands  of  a 
common  crime,  and  of  the  tame  submission  of  clumsy  and  un- 
disciplined majorities  too  dull  of  eye  to  see,  and  too  cold  of  heart 
to  feel,  that  they  sold  their  own  birthright  when  they  thought 
but  to  have  bargained  away  that  of  their  brother  for  a  mess  of 
pottage  for  themselves.  And  the  year  that  is  just  elapsed  is 
not  without  its  lessons  of  the  growing  potency  of  resolnte  and 
disinterested  Protest  against  National  Crime,  of  the  cowardice 
of  Wickedness,  even  when  it  holds  the  High  Places  of  a  Nation, 
and  of  the  awakening  power  of  the  voice  of  Heart  calling  unto 
Heart,  breaking  the  silence  in  which  Oppression  and'  Wrong 
delight  to  dwell.  To  glance  at  the  demonstrations  of  these 
natural  Antagonisms  which  the  last  year  has  witnessed,  is  all 
that  we  can  pretend  to  do  in  the  space  to  which  we  must  limit 
ourselves.  And  even  this  must  be  done  in  the  most  cursory  and 
perfunctory  manner,  so  rapidly  have  Events  glided  before  our 
eyes,  each  eloquent  in  itself  and  prophetic  of  others  yet  to  be 
evolved  from  the  darkness  of  I^iturity.  This  sketch  of  the 
present  relations  of  Slavery  with  the  State  and  Chnrch  of 
America,  is  essential  to  the  due  understanding  of  the  relations 
of  Anti- Slavery  with  both,  and  of  the  performance  of  those 
daties  which  you  have  appointed  us  to  perfonn. 
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CONORBSS. 


At  the  time  when  our  last  Report  broke  off,  the  excitement  in 
Congress  occasioned  by  the  Preaoible  and  Resolution  of  Mr. 
GoTT,  of  New  York,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  at  its  height    These  were  as  follows : 

"  Whereas,  the  traffic  now  prosecuted  in  this  Metropolis  of 
the  Republic  in  human  beings  as  chattels,  is  contrary  to  natural 
justice  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  political  S3rstem, 
and  is  notoriously  a  reproach  to  our  country  throughout  Christ- 
endom, and  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  Republican 
Liberty  among  the  Nations  of  the  earth.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
instructed  to  report  a  Bill,  as  soon  as  practicable,  prohibiting  the 
Slave  Trade  in  said  District." 

They  had  been  passed  by  a  vote  of  98  to  87,  but  they  came 
up  again  on  the  9th  of  January,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  of 
Michigan,  to  reconsider,  which  gave  rise  to  a  protracted  and  ex- 
cited debate,  but  was  refused  by  an  almost  strictly  sectional 
vote.  About  the  same  time  a  petition  was  voted  and  signed  by 
the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Washington,  asking  Con- 
gress to  restrain  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  purposes  of  sale  and  traffic  elsewhere,  as  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  city  and  offensive  to  public  sentiment,  or 
to  be  empowered  to  make  such  restriction  themselves.  This 
petition,  though  certainly  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  munici- 
pal duties  of  those  Civic  Authorities,  and  though  it  did  not  con- 
template the  Abolition  of  Slavery  or  of  the  sale  of  Slaves  actually 
in  the  District,  was  smothered  through  the  remonstrances  of  his 
Southern  friends,  by  Major  Gaines,  of  Kentucky,  to  whom  it 
was  entrusted.  Imperfect  as  this  action  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton was,  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  proof  of  progress,  and  a  promise 
of  better  things  to  come. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District,  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Gott*s  Resolution,  in- 
trodaced  a  Bill  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  Slaves  into  the 
District  for  hire  or  trafficking  in  the  same.  Mr.  Haralson,  of 
G^rgia,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  rejected  by 
117  nays  to  71  yeas.  It  gave  rise  to  one  of  the  many  debates  of 
which  Slavery  was  the  theme,  but  finally  went  to  the  Corn- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  in  which  it  was 
never  reached.  A  result  probably  contemplated  when  it  was 
thus  disposed  of. 

Another  occasion  of  Pro- Slavery  and  Anti- Slavery  debate  and 
excitement,  was  the  Bill  passed  on  the  28th  of  December,  1648, 
authorizing  the  payment  of  $1,000  to  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Pa- 
checo,  as  compensation  for  a  Slave,  removed  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  by  General  Jessup.  Mr.  Giddinos  moved  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  Bill,  and  made  one  of  his  most  powerful 
*  speeches  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  in  general.  Though  the  re- 
consideration prevailed,  still  the  Bill  was  finally  passed,  Jan.  19th, 
by  a  vote  of  106  to  92.  This  question  involved  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Eight  of  Property  in  Man,  and  gave  occasion  to 
discussions  far  transcending  the  immediate  importance  of  the 
case  in  hand,  and  which  were  well  worth  the  time  they  con- 
sumed. 

The  question  of  the  Governments  to  be  erected  for  the  new 
Territories  which  were  to  be  carved  out  of  our  Mexican  land 
plunder,  of  course  furnished  another  opportunity  for  Slavery  to 
evince  its  sleepless  vigilance.  A  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  early  in  January,  creating  the  Territorial  Governments, 
and  excluding  Slavery.  It  passed  the  House,  but  came  to 
nothing  in  the  Senate.  Attempts  were  made  to  arrange  Gov- 
ernments for  the  Territories,  and  especially  for  California,  by 
amendment  to  the  General  Appropriation  Bill,  in  the  Senate. 
The  amendment  was  rejected  by  the  House,  and  the  Senate 
finally  receded  from  its  amendment  at  the  last  gasp  of  the  Ses- 
sion, rather  than  block  the  wheels  of  the  Government  by  a 
refusal  of  the  supplies.  The  petition  of  New  Mexico  for  a 
Government  forbidding  the  establishment  of  Slavery  and  the 
Slave  Trade,  was  treated  with  contempt  in  the  Senate,  as  an 
impertinent  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  vanquished  province,  to 
dictate  to  its  conqueror.  The  best  terms  that  Liberty  could 
gain  were  that  the  Territories  should  be  left  without  any  author- 
ized Governments,  at  all.  An  arrangement  which  does  not  seem 
to  have  militated  against  the  prosperity  of  those  countries,  how- 
ever much  it  may  have  interfered  with  the  golden  hopes  of  ex« 
pectant  office-seekers.  The  impudent  daim  of  Texas  upon  a 
large  portion  of  New  Mexico,  as  belonging  to  her,  is  still  en- 
forced, and  it  is  by  no  means  ^rtain  that  Slavery  will  not  be 
1* 
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thus  juggled  into  the  f)ossession  of  a  domain  from  which  Mexi- 
can humanity  and  Catholic  Piety  had  banished  it. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  California  has  taken  the 
matter  of  her  Government  into  her  own  hands,  and  has  con- 
structed a  Constitution,  which,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Convention  that  framed  it,  expressly  excludes  Slavery  and 
involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime,  from  her  soiL  Doubts 
of  the  sincerity  of  this  actionhave  been  reasonably  entertained; 
arising,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  character  of  Messrs. 
GwYNNE  and  Thomas  B.  Kino,  the  latter  a  Pennsylvanio- 
Greorgian,  fanatically  Pro- Slavery  in  their  opinions  and  conduct, 
believed  to  be  the  agents  of  the  Administration,  for  the  forma- 
tion of  such  a  Constitution  as  would  suit  its  purposes,  which,  of 
course,  are  identical  with  those  of  the  Slaveholding  Oligarchy. 
These  gentlemen  had  patriotically  travelled  through  the  wilds 
of  California,  and  labored  in  season  and  out  of  season  in  getting 
up  the  Convention  which  took  this  action.  It  is  not  remarkable 
that  such  an  issue  of  their  labors  should  have  taken  the  country 
by  surprise,  and  that  there  should  have  been  found  those  who 
suspected  it  to  be  a  mere  ruse  de  guerre  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
arming Northern  opposition  to  the  admission  of  the  State,  while 
the  right  of  amending  the  Constitution  would  be  used,  at  a 
proper  time,  to  restore  to  California  the  benefits  of  which  she 
had  deprived  herself  by  this  self-denying  Ordinance.  The  op- 
position, however,  which  the  proposition  of  admitting  her  with 
an  An ti- Slavery  Constitution  meets  with  from  Mr.  Calhotth 
and  the  extreme  Slaveholding  party  in  Congress,  is  favorable 
to  the  hope  that  the  prohibitory  clause  was  indeed  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  the  New  El  Dorado,  and  that  Slavery  and  Gold 
may  cease  in  history  to  be  linked  together  by  indissoluble 
bonds.  The  events  of  the  present  session  will  number  this  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent  of  their  train. 

The  Thirtieth  Congress  expired  in  all  the  spasms  of  drunk- 
enness and  riot  which  have  marked  the  closing  hours  of  so 
many  of  its  immediate  predecessors.  Honorable  Members  call- 
ed one  another  names  and  knocked  one  another  down  according 
to  established  precedent  and  in  the  most  edifying  manner.  The 
next  day  after  it  had  thus  given  up  the  ghost,  the  Slave-Power 
was  again  inaugurated,  in  the  person  of  General  Taylor,  as  the 
Preiiding  Genius  of  the  Model  Republic.    Since  the  Thirty- 
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first  Congress  has  come  together  that  Power  has  vindicated  its 
aupremacy  in  the  most  unqualified  manner.  The  contest  which 
occupied  the  chief  of  the  four  weeks  since  the  Session  com- 
menced, was  one  in  which  its  interposition  was  most  conspicu- 
ous. The  rare  experiment  of  a  Northern  Speaker  having  heen 
ventured  upon  by  the  last  Congress,  it  was  thought  unsafe 
(though  for  what  rational  cause  it  would  be  hard  to  say,)  to  re- 
peat it,  and,  accordingly,  after  three  weeks  and  more  than  sixty 
ballotings,  the  Plurality  principle  was  substituted  for  that  of  a 
Majority;  and,  consequently,  Mr.  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia, 
was  elected  by  Whig  and  Democratic  votes.  It  is  a  curious 
and  an  instructive  fact  that  in  the  composition  of  Committees, 
Mr.  Cobb  has  given  more  weight  to  the  Anti- Slavery  element 
of  the*House  than  was  done  by  his  Northern  predecessor.  Thus 
far  the  substance  and  the  accidents  of  Slavery  are  all  that  have 
created  any  excitement  in  either  House  or  any  interest  in  the 
country.  In  the  Senate,  a  debate  arising  from  a  proposition  to 
admit  Father  Mathew  within  the  bar,  opposed  on  the  ground  of 
that  gentleman's  Anti- Slavery  action  in  Ireland,  (which  will  be 
adverted  to  in  another  place,)  although  the  conduct  of  no  Amer- 
ican Minister  of  the  Gospel  could  have  been  more  inofiensive 
than  his  since  his  arrival  in  this  country,  has  been  the  most 
animated  that  its  records  can  show  to  this  date.  The  compli- 
ment was  finally  granted  to  him  by  a  vote  of  33  to  18 ;  but  it 
was  only  on  the  ground  that  his  repulse  of  the  Boston  Abolition- 
ists, previous  to  the  first  of  August,  should  be  taken  in  mitiga- 
tion of  the  punishment  due  to  his  former  malfeasances*  We 
hope  the  Very  Reverend  Father  will  derive  from  this  compli- 
ment all  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  it  is  fitted  to  bestow. 


THE   NEW   ADaiNlSTEATION. 

The  aspect  of  affairs  at  the  Seat  of  Government  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  not  less  instructive  than  it  is  unexampled.  It  indi* 
cates  in  an  eminently  clear  light  the  overbearing  and  overpow- 
ering nature  of  the  influences  of  Slavery  upon  our  machine  of 
Government,  and  that  the  shiAing  of  the  helm  of  State  from 
one  party  to  another  is  merely  formal  and  in  no  wise  substantial 
or  material    The  present  attitude  of  poUtical  afiairs  is  one  un- 
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precedented  in  our  own  history,  and  anomalous  in  that  of  Con- 
stitutional Governments.  For  the  first  time  since  we  were  a 
Nation,  a  President  on  his  accession  finds  himself  in  a  minority 
in  hoth  Houses  of  the  National  Legislature.  This  is  singulariy 
significant  of  the  preponderance  of  the  Slaveholding  Influence 
in  the  Nation.  None  hut  a  Slaveholder  could  have  been  thos 
placed  in  the  Chair  of  State  by  a  Minority  of  the  People. 
Usually,  always  indeed,  the  Party  which  was  strong  enough  to 
elect  its  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  has  been  able  to  choose 
its  candidates  for  the  two  Legislative  Branches,  and  so  to  carry 
on  the  Administration  according  to  its  own  ideas  of  Government 
Now  the  Party  who  claims  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  direc- 
tion of  afiairs  is  in  a  hopeless  minority  in  both  House  and  Sen- 
ate, and  cannot  move  hand  or  foot  without  the  consent  of  its 
enemies.  This  extraordinary  state  of  things  finds  an  easy  ex- 
planation in  the  fact  that  the  Candidate  of  the  Minority  Party, 
at  the  last  Election,  had  given  bonds  for  his  good  behavior  in 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  Slaves,  while  he  of  the  Majority 
had  his  bare  word  to  pledge  that  he  would  bear  true  Faith  and 
Allegiance  to  our  Paramount  Lords. 

This  is,  indeed,  but  the  latest  of  the  proofs  of  which  our  his- 
tory since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  is  full,  remarkable 
only  for  being  so  bald  and  impudent,  of  the  marvellous  skill 
with  which  that  Instrament  was  contrived  so  as  to  invest  the 
Few  with  the  political  power  of  the  Nation,  under  the  pretence 
of  securing  it  to  the  Many,  —  to  conceal  an  Oligarchic  Despot- 
ism under  the  mask  of  the  Largest  Liberty.  Had  it  been  a 
time  when  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  was  less  prevalent,  or  at  least 
less  loud,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  South  would  have  been 
willing  to  confide  in  the  patriotic  protestations  and  Democratic 
love  of  Slavery  of  General  Cass.  But  startled  as  she  naturally 
was  by  what  seemed  to  her,  at  least,  the  strange  apostacy  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  man  whom  she  once  delighted  to  honor,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  she  hesitated  to  entrust  her  interests  to 
any  one  not  identified  with  her  in  the  most  thorough  manner. 
The  lesser  matters  of  Tariff*  and  Sub-Treasury,  of  Bank  and 
Internal  Improvements,  might  be  safely  postponed  until  a  due 
attention  had  been  given  to  the  first  great  law  of  Self-preserva- 
tion. There  was  no  danger  for  Slavery,  nor  for  any  measures 
necessary  for  its  security  or  propagation  as  long  as  the  Master 
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of  Three  Hnndred  Slaves  waved  the  Cart- whip  over  the  Na- 
tion. Accordingly,  by  means  of  that  ingenious  adjustment  of 
the  machinery  of  our  Politics  which  gives  the  Slave-owners  the 
command  of  it,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  Demo- 
cratic States  were  transferred  for  the  nonce  into  Whig  ones, 
and  Taylor  was  hoisted  into  the  Presidency  upon  the  shoolders 
of  his  political  enemies.  But  though  changed.  Southern  De- 
mocracy was  not  dead,  and  by  its  elections  to  the  House  it  has 
shown  that  it  will  be  found  by  the  side  of  its  unterrified  North- 
em  allies  as  ready  to  resist  the  Whiggish  crotchets  of  Protect- 
ing of  Industry  and  discounting  the  public  money,  as  if  it  had 
not  deserted  them  in  their  hour  of  need. 

It  will  be  a  curious  spectacle,  the  working  out  of  this  problem 
in  politics.  Though  sure  of  the  result,  we  may  be  allowed  to 
watch  the  process  with  the  interest  so  novel  a  state  of  things 
demands.  To  see  whether,  for  example,  the  Minority  party 
will  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  high  places  and  to  dispense  the 
loaves  and  fishes  of  the  National  Storehouse  to  the  hungering 
multitudes,  or  whether  the  Majority  will  drive  them  out  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  and  possess  themselves  of  that  beneficent 
office.  According  to  the  maxims  of  all  Constitutional  Govern- 
ments, except  our  own,  such  a  result  would  be  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  such  a  posture  as  that  in  which  our  affairs  now 
find  themselves.  By  those  maxims,  the  party  that  can  com- 
mand the  Legislature  is  entitled  to  the  administmtion  of  the 
Government,  whether  the  Chief  Magistrate  wish  it  or  not, — 
and  for  the  sufficient  reason  that  the  supplies  being  dependent, 
in  all  such  Governments,  upon  the  Legislature,  the  party  that 
can  stop  the  whole  machinery  of  State  by*  cutting  off  the  power 
that  moves  it,  must,  of  necessity,  have  the  control  of  it  The 
dominant  party  in  our  own  Congress  has,  of  course,  the  same 
power.    Whether  it  will  avail  itself  of  it  remains  to  be  seen. 

In  England,  as  soon  as  a  Prime  Minister  is  put  into  a  minor- 
ity in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  re- 
sign and  give  place  to  the  leader  of  the  prevailing  party.  The 
utmost  that  he  can  do  to  prolong  his  power  is  to  dissolve  Parlia- 
ment and  appeal  to  the  People,  if  he  think  that  the  feeling  of 
the  Country  is  with  him.  If  it  pronounce  in  his  favor  by  return- 
ing a  majority  of  his  friends,  as  was  done  in  the  celebrated  con- 
test of  Pitt  and  the  Coalition  majority  ip,  1784,  he  retains  bis 
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power.  If  not,  his  departure  from  office  is  as  inevitable  as 
"when  the  brains  are  out,  the  man  must  die."  So  in  France, 
even  under  Charles  X.  and  Louis  Philippe,  the  mere  ghost  of 
a  Constitution  was  enough  to  scare  from  the  helm  of  State  any 
Minister  who  had  lost  the  command  of  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties. And  even  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  Premiership  oscil- 
lates from  Statesman  to  Statesman  according  to  the  impulse 
given  to  it  by  the  prepondemting  power  in  the  Legislative 
Bodies  of  those  countries.  It  is  reserved  for  this  country  which 
brags  the  loudest  of  its  Constitution  and  the  marvellous  virtues 
thereof  for  the  conservation  of  that  popular  rule  which  is  the  life 
of  a  Republic,  to  witness  Cabinets  existing  in  the  face  of  hostile 
majorities  and  Presidents  executing  coups  d*  etat  such  as  would 
cost  any  European  Sovereign  his  crown  and  any  European 
Minister  his  head.  This  arises  from  the  want  of  homogenity  in 
the  constitution  of  our  parties,  or  mther  from  the  fact  that  our 
National  parties,  as  now  distributed,  are  more  nominal  than  real, 
and  do  but  mask  rather  than  impersonate  the  genuine  divisions 
of  the  National  interests.  These  divisions  have  never  yet  been 
embodied  in  National  parties,  and  the  anomalous  condition  of 
matters  in  this  respect  results  partly  from  men  working  in  the 
dark  and  honestly  beating  the  air  thinking  it  sohd  substance, 
and  partly  from  the  anxious  skill  with  which  the  true  divisions 
of  National  interests  have  been  hindered  from  crystallizing  into 
National  Parties. 

Parties  are  the  Embodiments  of  distinct  Interests,  really  or 
apparently  incompatible  the  one  with  the  other.  Where  such 
parties  exist  with  strongly  marked  lines  of  division  between 
them,  as  the  Whigs  and  Tories  of  England,  the  Extreme  Right 
and  Left  of  Fmnce,  the  Progresistas  and  Moderadoes  of  Spain, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  one  should  retain  the  administration  of 
affairs  when  the  other  has  the  absolute  power  to  turn  them  out 
For  those  parties  represent  Principles,  stand  for  Ideas,  and  an- 
tagonist Principles,  incompatible  Ideas,  must  attack  and  expel 
their  opposites.  The  difficulty  here  is,  and  ever  has  been,  that 
there  has  been  but  one  Party,  one  Idea  made  Flesh,  one  Prin- 
ciple making  multitudes  as  one  man,  which  has  consequently 
had  everything  its  own  way.  The  Country  has  been  divided 
into  Factions,  indeed,  representing  the  material  interests  of 
small  bodies  of  men,  and  the  penonal  interests  of  the  zealooB 
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candidates  for  their  country's  service  and  spoils,  but  these  have 
both  of  them  been  inter-penetrated  and  reciprocally  controUed 
by  the  One  Party,  through  the  very  hold  it  has  had  upon  them 
by  playing  upon  these  selfish  interests.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
policy  of  a  National  Bank  or  a  Sub-Treasury,  of  Tariff  or  Free 
Trade  on  which  to  found  a  Party,  though  either  is  large  enough 
to  be  the  head  of  the  comer  of  a  Faction.  A  Faction  may  not 
descend  deeper  than  the  Pocket  for  its  foundation;  a  Party 
must  reach  the  Heart,  or,  at  least,  some  of  the  more  earnest  and 
overbearing  of  the  Passions.  The  One  American  Party  falls 
back  upon  Avarice  and  the  Love  of  Personal  and  Political  Pow- 
er, the  strongest  of  human  Passions.  What  opposition  could 
either  Faction  oppose  to  the  resolute  Purpose  and  concentmted 
Energies  of  such  a  Party  ?  It  is  as  certain  of  success  as  was 
Bonaparte  when  he  could  throw  himself  between  two  unwieldy 
divisions  of  the  Arch-duke  Charles,  or  Nelson  when  he  had 
mancBUvred  his  ship  within  raking  distance  of  two  French  or 
Spanish  First-rates. 

The  actual  supremacy  of  the  Party,  in  all  matters  affecting 
its  interests,  has  occasioned  the  apparent  anomaly  of  which  we 
have  spoken.  As  long  as  the  Factions  which  divide  the  Coun- 
try are  but  the  tools  of  the  Party  that  govems  it  through  them, 
it  is  a  matter  of  subordinate  importance  to  it,  which  of  them 
registers  its  edicts.  The  gmnd  object  of  that  party  now  is  to 
prevent  the  application  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  to  our  land-steal- 
ings in  Mexico.  As  long  as  the  Attomey  General,  the  Consti- 
tutional legal  adviser  of  the  President,  stands  committed  to  the 
doctrine  that  such  a  law  would  be  UnconstUutianal,  the  Slave 
Party  may  trust  its  purpose  safely  to  a  Chief  Magistrate  whose 
pledge  to  sign  whatever  passes  Congress  is  craftily  qualified  by 
the  proviso,  " if  it  be  Constitutional!"  It  may  not  be  worth 
while  to  dislodge  an  Anti- Slavery  Cabinet  of  such  easy  virtue. 
It  will  fill  the  ditch  as  well  as  another.  But  supposing  that  by 
some  strange  hocus  pocus  the  last  election  had  been  brought 
into  the  House,  and  it  had  so  happened  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  elected,  and  met  Congress  at  this  time  with  no  larger  a  ma- 
jority against  him  than  General  Taylor  has  to  encounter,  think 
ye  that  he  could  keep  a  Free  Soil  Cabinet  about  him,  even  sup- 
posing the  impossibility  that  one  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  1    As  soon.as  the  Party  had  time  to  muster  its  forces,  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  msFon. 

Vote  of  Want  of  Confidence  in  the  Cabinet,  on  the  part  of 
Congress  and  the  Country,  would  be  foUowed  by  the  withholding 
of  the  supplies,  and,  unless  its  Voice  was  heard  and  obeyed,  by 
Impeachment  and  EemovaL  The  anomaly,  then,  is  not  real, 
but  only  in  seeming;  for  the  Governing  Fbrtyhas  always  had 
the  Administration  of  Affairs.  There  can,  obviously,  be  no  reme- 
dy for  this  state  of  things,  except  in  the  evolution  of  a  Party  as 
strongly  imbued  with  an  Antagonist  Principle.  Then  the  Con- 
flict of  the  Powers  of  Light  and  Darkness  will  begin  to  be  seen 
in  our  Public  History.  Thus  far,  the  Prince  of  Darkness  has 
had  everything  his  own  way. 

THE   NOETHSEN   STATES. 

The  States  'from  which  Nature  has  excluded  Slavery,  and 
which  are  therefore  allowed  the  courtesy  title  of  Free  States, 
notwithstanding  their  fundamental  subjection  to  the  Slave  Power 
and  the  readiness  they  almost  universally  evince  to  strengthen 
its  hands  and  do  its  behests,  have  not  been  wanting,  during  the 
past  year,  in  that  homage  which  Vice  pays  to  Virtue,  and  Ser- 
vility to  Freedom.  Having  just  emerged  from  a  contest  of 
which  the  end  was  the  elevation  to  the  highest  Office  the  In- 
carnation of  unscnipulous,  rapacious,  blobd-thirsty  Southern 
Slaveholding,  or  the  Embodiment  of  unblushing,  unquestioning, 
unhesitating  Northern  Subservience,  they  were  all  ready  to  offer 
that  lip-service  to  Liberty,  which  is  often  the  loudest  when  the 
heart  is  farthest  from  her.  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Illinois,  Michigan,  New  York,  Wisconsin,  and  prob- 
ably other  States,  gave  wordy  expression  to  their  hatred  of 
Slavery,  while  the  air  above  them  was  yet  fulsome  with  their 
acclamations  for  a  Slave-master  or  his  Parasite.  Most,  probably 
all,  of  these  strings  of  Besolutions  embraced  the  principle  of  the 
Wilmot  Proviso,  and  requested  or  instructed  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  give  their  political  influence  that  direction. 
The  time  has  been  when  the  Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures, 
condemning  Slavery,  were  justly  regarded  as  proofs  of  Anti- 
-  Slavery  progress;  for  in  those  days  they  were  extorted  from 
reluctant  Representatives  by  the  uncompromising  urgency  of 
Constituencies  at  home.  Now,  although  of  less  significance  in 
this  aspect,  there  is  yet  another,  viewed  in  which,  this  action  is 
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not  without  its  interest  For  these  more  eittended  and  mote 
unanimous  An ti- Slavery  Legislative  demonstrations,  which  are 
becoming  more  and  more  common  in  the  Free  States,  argue  the 
existence  of  a  growing  and  Impracticable  Minority,  as  well  as  a 
changing  sentiment  even  in  the  sluggish  Majority,  which  calls 
for  the  assumption,  at  least,  of  an  Anti- Slavery  virtue. 

In  the  Legislature  of  New  Yobk,  a  useful  discussion  was 
excited  by  a  Bill  which  was  introduced  for  the  further  Protection 
of  Personal  Liberty,  analagous  to  the  Latimer  Law  of  this  State. 
This  Bill  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  17  to  5  to  a  third 
reading;  but  we  believe  that  it  did  not  finally  become  a  law. 
In  Ohio,  the  persevering  efibrts  of  the  friends  of  equal  rights 
have  been  rewarded  by  a  partial  repeal  of  the  infamous  Black 
Laws,  which  have  so  long  disgraced  its  Statute  Book.  We 
trust  they  will  be  encouraged  to  go  on  until  no  discrimination  is 
made  in  the  legal  condition  or  treatment  of  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof.  In  Delaware,  which,  though  a  Slave  State,  is 
now  usually  classed  with  the  nominally  Free,  the  Legislature, 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses,  declared  it  inexpedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  which  was  brought  before 
them  by  petitions  for  its  Abolition.  This  refusal  to  act  has  had 
its  legitimate  efiect  of  increasing  rather  than  diminishing  the 
earnestness  of  Anti- Slavery  purpose  which  provoked  it.  We 
trust  that  steadfastness  will  endure  unto  the  speedy  end.  The 
State  of  New  Jersey  signalized  itself  last  winter  by  a  refusal 
to  receive  a  petition  for  the  peaceful  Secession  of  that  State 
from  the  Union,  for  the  same  or  analagous  reasons,  as  are  con- 
tained in  those  emanating  from  this  Society.  The  petition  was " 
signed  by  Alfred  Gibes  Campbell,  alone,  but  the  State  would 
not  encounter  this  solitary  champion,  but  thrust  it  back  in  his 
face  by  a  vote  of  26  to  18 !  An  argument,  surely,  either  of  the 
impregnable  strength  of  his  position,  or  of  the  unfitness  of  the 
Collective  Wisdom  of  New  Jersey  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
guardianship  of  the  simplest  rights  of  the  single  citizen. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  usual  annual  expenditure  of  breath 
and  parchment  has  been  incurred,  to  proclaim  and  record  her 
abhorrence  of  that  Slavery,  to  fight  whose  battles  she  had  sent 
forth  her  sons,  and  to  reward  whose  victories  she  had  just  given 
her  electoral  vote  to  their  Slaveholding  Chief  Even  the  best 
of  the  various  series  ofiered,  (that  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Northamp- 
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ton,)  was  shorn  of  its  strength  by  the  allegiance  it  professed  to 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  We  trust  that  the  Northern 
mind  is  going  through  a  course  of  instruction  that  will  enable  it 
to  understand  that  fidelity  to  Freedom  and  fidelity  to  the  Amer- 
ican Constitution,  are  as  radically  incompatible  as  the  service  of 
God  and  Mammon,  of  Christ  and  Belial  Colonel  Schouleb, 
the  heroic  editor  of  the  Atlas,  distinguished  himself  on  the  5th 
of  February,  by  drawing  the  attention  of  a  Committee  appointed 
to  visit  the  Normal  Schools,  to  the  fact  that  the  Principal  of  one 
of  them  (Cteus  Pierce,  of  Newton,)  was  a  Vice  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Anti- Slavery  Society,  which  had  passed  reso- 
lutions that  the  American  Church  and  Union  ought  to  be  dis- 
solved, and  entreating  them  to  see  to  it  that  the  Republic  received 
no  detriment  through  the  pollution  of  the  streams  of  Education. 
We  believe  that  this  instance  of  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
has  met  with  that  neglect  and  ingratitude  with  which  even  the 
Model  Republic  but  too  often  repays  its  benefactors.  On  the 
8th  of  February,  the  first  of  the  Dissolution  Petitions  wels  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  George  W.  Greene,  of  Milton.  It  was  received 
and  read  (after  some  opposition,)  amid  ill-concealed  merriment. 
Mr.  Greene,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject-matter  of 
the  petition,  moved  its  reference  to  a  Select  Committee.  But 
Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Pittsfield,  (the  present  Speaker  of  the  House,) 
moved  its  committal  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  whose 
custody  it  might  be  regarded  as  safe.  Mr.  Greene,  (whose 
conduct  in  all  matters  involving  the  question  of  Slavery  was 
uniformly  marked  by  praiseworthy  courage  and  independence,) 
in  his  remarks  on  this  occasion,  referred  to  Mr.  Schoulee's  at- 
tack on  Mr.  Pierce,  and  suggested  that  he  might  have  learned 
his  lesson  in  Disunion  from  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth ! 
alluding  to  the  celebrated  Address  to  the  People  of  the  Free 
States,  dated  at  Washington,  March  3d,  1843,  and  signed  by 
John  Quincy  Adams,  George  N.  Brigos,  and  eighteen  other 
Members  of  Cdngress,  in  contemplation  of  the  Admission  of 
Texas.  It  perhaps  may  not  be  superfluous  to  quote  a  single 
passage  from  this  State  Paper,  that  it  may  be  seen  by  what 
high  authority  our  Disunioa  Agitation  is  sanctioned,  strengthened 
as  our  position  now  is  by  the  Annexation  of  half  of  Mexico,  since 
it  was  fulminated. 
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"  We  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  Annexation,  effected  by  any  act 
or  proceeding  of  the  Federal  Government,  or  any  of  its  depart- 
ments, WOULD  BE  IDENTICAL  WITH  DISSOLUTION. 
It  would  be  a  violation  of  our  national  compact,  its  objects  aicd 
DESIGNS,  and  the  great  elementart  pbinoiples  which  entered 
into  its  formation,  of  a  character  so  deep  and  fundamental,  and 
would  be  [CF*  an  attempt  to  eternize  an  institution  and  a  power 
of  nature  so  unjust  in  themselves,  so  injurious  to  the  interests 
and  abhorrent  tolfhe  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  Free  States, 
as,  in  our  opinion,  not  only  inevitably  to  result  in  a  Dissolution  of 
the  Union,  but  FULLY  TO  JUSTIFY  IT;  and  we  not  only 
assert  that  the  people  of  the  Free  States  *  OUGHT  NOT  TO 
SUBMIT  TO  IT,*  but  we  say,  with  confidence,  they  would  not 
submit  to  it.  We  .know  their  present  temper  and  spirit  on  this 
subject  too  well  to  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  they  would  be- 
come particeps  criminis,  in  any  such  subtle  contrivance  for  the 
irremediable  perpetuation  of  an  institution,  which  the  wisest  and 
best  men  who  formed  our  Federal  Constitution,  as  well  firom  the 
Slave  as  the  Free  States,  regarded  as  an  evil  and  a  curse,  soon 
to  become  extinct  under  the  operation  of  laws  soon  to  be  passed 
prohibiting  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  progressive  influence  of 
the  principles  of  the  Revolution." 

Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  the  long  and  disgraceful,  if  not 
painful,  discipline  which  the  South  has  been  administering  to 
the  North  ever  since  the  Constitution  was  framed,  may  at  last 
educate  the  General  Mind  up  to  the  point  of  resistance,  or  at 
least  of  retaliation  ?  If  we  cannot  be  brought  up  to  the  point  of 
breaking  the  dishonorable  Compact  and  withdrawing  openly  and 
honestly  from  the  conspiracy  of  which  we  are  a  part  for  the 
spoiling,  torturing  and  slaying  of  our  countrymen,  can  we  not  be 
roused  to  that  partial  manifestation  of  spirit  which  will  insist 
upon  our  equal  right  to  violate  the  Constitution  with  the  South, 
in  our  own  defence,  and  to  meet  the  hostile  legislation  of  the 
Slaveholders  who  stalk  over  the  Constitution  to  their  design,  as 
if  it  were  so  much  dirt  under  their  feet,  by  an  antagonist  battery 
of  laws  answering  to  the  one  they  have  opened  against  us  ?  Are 
we  so  far  degraded  that  we  cannot  be  kicked  into  a  sense  of 
what  is  due  to  ourselves,  if  we  are  too  far  gone  in  servitude  to 
feel  a  just  sympathy  for  our  fellow-slaves  of  the  plantation? 
Massachusetts  has  talked  and  resolved  long  enough,  let  her  now 
try  to  do  something.  They  that  deem  political  and  legislative 
action  the  only  efiectual  method  of  Anti- Slavery  attack,  should 
learn  wisdom  of  their  enemies,  and  skill  from  their  defeats,  and 
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direct  the  legislative  action  of  the  North  in  a  practical  directioiL 
There  is  a  plan  of  political  action,  different  from  any  yet  tried, 
which,  though  not  the  right  one,  would  be  more  efiectual  than 
any  that  has  yet  been  attempted,  as  a  mode  of  atttacking 
Slavery.  At  least,  that  would  be  more  effectual  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  rights  and  self-respect  of  the  Free  States.  What 
we  mean  is  a  strictly  Northern  and  RetaliatO|y  Party,  that  shall 
be  at  least  as  zealous  for  Liberty  as  the  South  is  for  Slavery, 
and  as  strenuous  for  the  maintenance  of  Northern  rights  as  the 
Slaveholders  are  for  the  integrity  of  their  prescriptive  privilege 
of  piracy  and  their  hereditary  right  of  robbing  the  poor.  A  party 
that  shall  be  no  more  scrupulous  on  this  side  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
liine  than  their  Southern  brethren  are  on  the  other.  That  will 
not  hold  itself  bound  to  perform  the  articles  of  the  National 
partnership  contemplating  the  security  of  Slavery,  as  long  as 
those  parts  of  the  same  contract  contemplating  the  security  of 
Liberty  are  trampled  under  foot  by  their  partners  in  the  concern. 
That  will  maintain  the  natuml  law  of  Retaliation, —  the  great 
Lez  TcUumiSf — which,  whatever  Christianity  may  say  to  the 
contrary,  has  been  and  is  the  mainspring  of  all  political,  gov- 
ernmental and  international  machinery. 

The  great  advantage  which  they  of  the  South  have  always 
Jiad  over  us  of  the  North  has  been  that  they  have  ever  regarded 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  a  dead  letter  whenever 
it  interfered  with  their  sectional  policy ;  while  the  North,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  consented  to  be  bound  by  the  clauses  introduced 
as  the  SEifeguards  of  that  policy,  and  yet  submitted  to  be  stripped 
of  the  very  protection  to  its  own  rights  which  that  consent  was 
intended  to  buy.  So  the  South  has  had  all  the  benefit  of  the 
bargain  without  having  to  pay  the  consideration,  and  the  North 
has  been  paying  the  consideration  without  ever  perceiving  the 
))enefits  promised  by  the  bargain.  Not  only  the  rights  of  our 
colored  citizens  have  been  denied  to  them,  but  the  plainest 
r^hts  of  our  white  citizens,  as  in  the  case  of  Barrett,  and  of 
Sovereign  States,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hoar,  have  been  blown 
away  as  chaff  when  they  came  across  the  path  of  the  strong 
necessities  of  Slavery.  Now  there  is  no  reason  why  these 
^hii^gs  should  be  so  forever.  The  North  has  as  good  a  moral 
and  political  right  to  nullify  the  Constitution  for  its  own  pur- 
ppses  as  the  South.    It  is  not  a  want  of  strength,  or  of  means. 
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that  has  kept  her  so  tame  and  long-sufieriog.  It  has  been 
rather  a  want  of  spirit  and  a  cowardly  fear  of  losing  some  mate- 
rial advantage,  some  opportunity  of  money-making,  which  has 
made  her  so  insensible  to  wrong  and  insult  When  she  begins 
to  understand  her  true  interests  as  well  as  rights  and  dignity, 
then  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  political  action  in  a  new 
and  more  effectual  direction.  Not  the  highest  or  the  best  di- 
rection, but  one  every  whit  as  honest,  and  infinitely  more  sensi- 
ble and  practical  than  any,  the  best  form  that  Anti- Slavery 
politics  have  yet  taken. 

One  advantage  of  this  scheme  would  be  that  it  would  be 
carried  out  by  any  single  State.  Every  State  might  be  its  own 
South  Carolina.  Let  Massachusetts,  for  example,  enact  that  a 
Slave  upon  escaping  to  her  soil  becomes  instantly  a  Freeman 
and  a  citizen,  and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  State.  Let 
her  make  it  a  State's  Prison  offence  for  a  master  to  take  any 
steps  for  his  recapture,  or  for  any  one  to  aid  and  abet  him  in 
such  an  attempt.  And  then  let  her  also  doom  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary any  one  bringing  an  action  before  the  United  States  Courts 
to  test  the  Constitutionality  of  these  laws,  and  the  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  will  be  brought  into 
something  like  analogy.  Not  complete,  for  to  make  it  so,  she 
should  commit  to  jail  every  Slaveholder  who  arrives  within  her 
boundaries,  and,  if  his  fees  are  not  paid  when  it  is  time  for  him 
to  depart,  send  him  to  the  State's  Prison  for  hfe,  which  is  the 
nearest  approximation  to  the  Slavery  to  which  our  Free  citizens 
have  often  been  condemned  for  a  like  crime,  that  our  institutions 
provide.  About  as  good  an  argument  could  be  made  out  for  the 
one  pohcy  as  for  the  other.  For  if  Slavery  be  endangered  there, 
as  it  doubtless  is,  by  the  presence  of  free  men  of  color,  the  nice 
sense  of  Liberty  is  as  truly  injured  here,  by  the  evil  communi- 
cation of  Slaveholders.  It  would  be  no  more  an  outrage  upon 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union  for  Massachusetts  to  pass  and 
enforce  such  laws  as  these,  than  it  is  for  South  Carolina  and 
Louisiana  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  their  Statute  Books.  If 
the  Constitution  may  be  broken  with  impunity  at  one  end,  let 
us  see  if  it  will  not  survive  a  small  fracture  at  the  other.  Per- 
haps the  fracture  if  thus  made  compound,  would  knit  the  sooner, 
and  the  process  end  in  the  healing  of  the  Nation.  We  are  sure 
it  would  in  the  convalescence  of  this  part  of  it 
2* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18  KEPORT. 

It  is  by  being  true  in  the  first  place  to  their  own  interests  that 
the  Slaveholders  have  possessed  themselves  of  the  control  of 
the  nation.  It  is  only  by  a  similar  process  that  the  Northern 
people  can  qualify  themselves  to  contend  successfully  with 
them.  Statesmanship,  if  not  Charity,  always  begins  at  home. 
People  should  learn  to  manage  their  own  afiairs  before  they  caa 
reasonably  expect  to  know  how  to  govern  those  of  the  Nation. 
To  be  sure,  we  have  had  a  good  many  examples  of  public- 
spirited  citizens,  who  seem  to  consider  that  an  inabiUty  to  con- 
duct their  own  private  concerns  is  a  sufBdent  qualification  (at 
least  the  only  one  they  display)  for  the  direction  of  those  of  the 
public.  As  Chancellor  Oxenstiem  said,  it  has  taken  but  very 
little  wisdom  to  govern  the  world.  But,  then,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged that  the  world  has  always  been  shockingly  mis- 
governed. The  Slaveholders  have  thoroughly  understood  their 
own  interests,  as  such,  and  by  carrying  that  knowledge  to 
Washington,  and  never  sufiering  themselves  to  be  diverted  from 
being  guided  by  it,  they  have  triumphed  over  the  divided  and 
stupid  North.  Now,  we  shall  never  get  our  fair  turn  at  the 
helm  of  the  Nation  till  we  have  learned  how  to  steer  our  own 
little  cock-boats  at  home.  We  must  learn  wisdom  even  of  our 
enemies,  and  be  taught  to  conquer  as  Peter  the  Great  was  by 
Charles  XII.  and  Alexander  by  Napoleon,  by  being  beaten. 
We,  certainly,  have  had  enough  of  the  instructions.  It  is  our 
own  fault  if  we  do  not  better  them. 

The  most  efiective  blows  that  can  be  dealt  at  Slavery,  by 
political  action,  are  those  which  can  be  given  in  the  Northern 
Legislatures,  if  they  will  but  follow  the  lead  of  their  Southern, 
partners.  If  the  General  »Court  of  Massachusetts  will  only 
ordain  that  a  Slave  shall  find  a  sanctuary  in  the  Bay  State,  and 
be  protected  by  her  entire  physical  force.  Union  or  no  Union, 
Constitution  or  no  Constitution,  we  apprehend  it  would  excite 
a  good  deal  more  genuine  sensation  in  the  South  than  was 
caused  here  by  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Hoar,  and  the  insulting 
legislation  that  followed  it  For  it  would  show  that  she  was  in 
earnest,  and  that  her  people  were  resolved  to  let  the  Constitu- 
tion stand  as  little  in  the  way  of  Liberty  as  it  had  been  permit- 
ted to  do  in  that  of  Slavery.  And  if  she  would  but  make  an 
attempt  at  recapture,  or  an  application  to  the  United  States 
Courts  in  the  premises,  a  penal  ofience,  we  think  there  is  little 
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doubt  that  it  would  soon  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  Slavery 
question.  And  how  much  more  honorable  and  ingenuous  a 
course  would  it  be  for  Anti-^avery  pditicians  to  endeavor  to 
accomplish  this  state  of  things,  openly  and  above  board,  than  to 
be  swearing  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  then  by  way  of  balm  to  their  consciences  helping  to  conceal 
or  to  escape  as  many  fugitive  Slaves  as  come  in  their  way ! 
How  many  of  our  legislators  are  there,  probably,  of  the  more  re- 
spectable class,  who  would  not  declare  that  they  would  defend 
a  fugitive  Slave  to  the' utmost,  or  at  least  do  their  best  to  assist 
his  escape,  if  his  master  were  in  pursuit?  And  yet  this  is  the 
very  thing  they  have  sworn  not  to  do,  before  they  could  take 
their  seats !  If  men  must  disregard  their  oaths,  in  order  to  re- 
concile the  exercise  of  power  with  their  natural  humanity,  how 
much  more  manly  and  honest,  to  do  it  before  Ismel  and  the 
sun  ?  Instead  of  hiding  a  fugitive  in  his  garret,  or  spiriting  him 
away  under  cover  of  night,  let  him  lead  him  by  the  hand  into 
the  presence  of  the  Legislature  and  tell  him,  and  his  master, 
that  whatever  the  Constitution  may  say,  Massachusetts  knows 
no  man  but  as  a  free  man,  and  will  protect  him  as  such  to  the 
last  drop  of  her  blood. 

We  do  not  commend  this  course  as  absolutely  right  We 
only  say  that  it  is  quite  as  consistent  and  infinitely  more  upright 
than  that  pursued  or  proposed  by  the  best  Anti- Slavery  poUti- 
dans.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  Northern  men  can  be  even 
with  the  Slayeholders,  and  fight  them  on  equal  terms,  while 
acting  under  the  Constitution.  A  party  formed  for  sucK  an  ob- 
ject would  have  the  great  advsmtage  over  the  Third  and  the 
Free  Soil  parties  of  having  an  actual  and  attainable  object  of 
pursuit  The  several  Northern  States  can  be  made  aptually 
Free  States,  by  the  same  open  nullification  of  all  parts  of  the 
Constitution  maintaining  Slavery,  that  the  Southern  States 
^  have  made  of  those  parts  maintaining  Liberty ;  and  with  quite 
as  little  sacrifice  of  principle  and  false  swearing  as  ii^  necessary 
to  make  the  two  ends  of  political  expediency  and  natural  hu- 
manity meet,  now.  The  highest  ground,  of  course,  is  that  main- 
tained by  the  Northern  Disunionists,  who  refuse  to  take  an  oath 
they  do  not  mean  to  keep,  and  who  do  their  best  to  procure  a 
Dissolution  of  the  Union,  of  which  the  Constitution  is  the  blood- 
cemented  compact,  in  order  that  a  more  perfect  Union  may  be 
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framed  with  a  juster  and  more  righteous  Constitation  as  its 
bond.  This  is  the  only  absolutely  right  and  upright  mode  of 
agitating  the  Slave  question ;  and  into  Dissolution,  coming  from 
the  South  or  the  North,  do  we  beUeve  that  it  will  finally  resolve 
itself.  But,  in  the  meantime,  we  would  advise  all  persons  who 
think  poUtical  action,^  in  the  shape  of  voting,  to  be  the  only 
efiectual  method,  to  try  the  experiment  of  Nullificatioh  as 
opposed  to  Disunion.  Indeed,  it  can  hardly  be  called  an  er- 
periment,  when  it  has  been  tried  with  such  perfect  success  at  the 
other  end  of  the  country.  We  commend  the  idea,  in  all  serioas- 
ness,  to  the  consideration  of  our  voting  Anti- Slavery  friends, 
being  assured  that  a  Northern  Nullification  Party  would  do  all 
that  politics  can  do  for  the  molestation  of  Slavery,  and  in  the 
most  efiectual  and  least  objectionable  way. 

TUE   SODTHERN   STATES. 

The  natural  and  inevitable  agitation  of  the  Slaveholding 
mind  at  the  South,  consequent  upon  the  ^agitation  of  the  subject 
of  Slavery  at  the  North,  has  never  been  more  marked  than  dar- 
ing the  past  year.  We  have  never  had  more  palpable  proofs 
that  our  fire  is  well  aimed  than  has  been  afforded  by  the  dis- 
turbance of  our  adversaries  of  late.  These  signs  have  been 
seen,  as  they  should  have  been,  most  plainly  at  Washington- 
Before  the  end  of  1848  the  discussion  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso 
and  the  introduction  and  passage  of  Mr.  Gott's  resolution,  had 
produced  or  indicated  a  state  of  things  which  called  for  a  dis- 
play of  that  bravado  and  of  those  threats  which  had  so  often 
produced  the  desired  effect  of  frightening  the  North  into  silent 
submission.  A  solemn  Meeting  of  the  Members  of  Congress 
from  the  Slaveholding  States  was  called  to  deliberate  upon 
what  was  to  be  done  in  this  distress.  The  meeting  was  attend- 
ed by  about  two-thirds  of  the  Slaveholding  members,  and  Ke- 
solutions  were  offered  by  Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  comprising 
the  Virginia  views  of  the  Constitution,  not  recommending  re- 
sistance, at  this  time,  but  insisting  on  a  firm  maintenance  of  the 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  South,  and  also  proposing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  of  one  from  each  State  to  draft  an 
Address  to  the  People  of  the  Slaveholding  States,  setting  forth 
the  progress  of  Abolitionism,  but  not  indicating  any  definite  ac- 
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tion,  which  it  was  proposed  to  leave  to  the  legislative  wisdom 
of  the  several  States.  The  Caucus  met  twice  by  adjournment, 
and  at  the  last  meeting,  on  the  22d  of  January,  the  question  of 
the  Address  proper  to  be  offered  to  their  Constituents  came  up 
for  decision.  Mr.  Bbrbier,  of  Georgia,  had  prepared  one  which 
was  supposed  to  represent  the  Moderate  or  Union  portion  of  the 
Members.  The  other,  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  expressed  the  sense  of 
the  Ultra  or  Nulhfication  Party  among  them.  The  first  was 
addressed  to  tl^e  People  of  the  United  States,  at  large,  and  the 
other  to  those  of  the  Slaveholding  States,  exclusively.  Mr. 
Berrien's  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  33  to  26,  and  Mr.  Calhoun's 
adopted  by  one  of  42  to  17.  The  tone  of  both  these  Addresses 
was  singularly  calm,  not  to  say  tame.  Mr.  Berrien  seemed 
chiefly  to  rely  on  the  effect  of  his  hortatory  dissuasives  to  the 
People  of  the  North  to  desist  from  the  course  which  had  grieved 
the  righteous  souls  of  their  brethren.  Mr.  Calhoxtn  recapitu- 
lated those  injuries  and  exhorted  the  Slaveholders  to  unanimity 
of  action  when  they  came  to  act  But  he  prudently  abstained 
fix>m  making  any  specific  suggestions  as  to  the  nature  or  direc- 
tion of  such  action.  Whether  this  unusual  calnmess  of  expres- 
sion was  caused  by  a  scuae  of  an  actually  impending  crisis,  or 
from  a  feeling  that  the  day  of  bluster  and  gasconade  had  gone 
by,  or  because  the  Slaveholdiirg  troops  were  not  to  be  relied  on, 
is  a  matter  of  individual  inference.  It  was  dear  that  anything 
rather  than  unanimity  reigned  in  their  counsels,  and  the  effect  of 
the  demonstration  upon  the  public  mind  was  not  as  impressive 
or  as  altgrming  as  its  movers  probably  anticipated.  Another 
Address  was  issued  by  Messrs.  Howell  Cobb,  Linn  Botb, 
Beverly  H.  Clark  and  John  H.  Lumpkin,  Bepresentatives 
from  Greorgia  and  Kentucky,  setting  forth  the  reasons  why  they 
could  not  unite  in  Mr.  Calhoun's  Manifesto.  Its  chief  object 
appears  to  have  been  to  arraign  one  or  both  of  the  Great  Parties 
at  the  North  for  courting  the  political  support  of  the  AboUtioii- 
ists,  and  to  put  the  Slaveholders  on  their  guard  against  the  po- 
litical as  well  as  religious  fanaticism  of  Anti- Slavery.  On  the 
point  of  Disunion,  or  final  action,  this  Address  was  as  indistinct 
and  non-committal  as  either  of  the  others. 

The  response  to  this  action  of  their  representatives  by  the 
Slaveholding  Constituencies  was  soon  heard.  The  tone  of  the 
Press  was  loud  and  swelling,  but  its  accents  were  indistinct  and 
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uncertain.  Though  some  were  full  of  fire  and  fury,  and  ready 
to  put  down  the  Northern  insurrection  against  Southern  rights 
by  War  and  Disunion,  still  the  majority  of  those  prints,  when 
the  time  of  action  seemed  to  impend  and  a  strange  spirit  of  re- 
sistance to  exist,  either  repudiated  such  policy  or  maintained  a 
prudent  silence  on  the  subject  Resolutions  defining  the  Rights 
of  the  Southern  States  to  Slavery  and  to  their  share  of  the  terri- 
tories, and  requesting  the  Governor  to  convene  the  Legislature, 
should  the  WUmot  Proviso  pass,  or  Slavery  in  the  District  be 
disturbed,  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  The 
House  of  Representatives  of  Kentucky  distinguished  its  love  of 
country  and  of  syntax  by  passing  unanimously  the  following 
resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  that  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  are  opposed  to  the  abolition  or  emancipation  of 
Slavery  in  any  form  or  shape  whatever,  except  as  now  provided 
for  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State." 

The  Palmetto  State  was  not  wanting  to  herself  in  this  public 
emergency,  but  a  Convention  was  held  in  view  of  it  at  Colum- 
bia, S.  C,  in  the  Capitol,  on  the  14th  of  May.  It  was  usually 
described  as  a  "  Disunion"  Convention ;  but  its  resolutions  were 
not  of  a  much  more  stringent  nature  than  the  staple  of  Mr. 
Calhoun's  Address  and  the  Virginia  Resolutions.  Their  practi- 
cal su^estion  was  to  the  same  effect,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
calamities  in  question  coming  upon  them,  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  convene  the  Legislature,  to  see  what  could  be  done 
about  it  The  Legislature  of  Mississippi  has  recommended  a 
Creneral  Convention  of  the  Slaveholding  States  in  the  event  of 
Congressional  interference  with  Slavery  or  its  extension,  which 
has  been  responded  to  by  several  of  the  same.  The  Governors 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  probably  other  States,  have  re- 
commended in  their  Annual  Messages,  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  a  Convention  of  the  People  of  those  States,  in  case  of 
such  legislation.  But,  notwithstanding  all  these  fulminations, 
we  cannot  flatter  the  people  of  the  North  that  they  are  to  be 
saved  the  work  of  dissolving  the  Union.  They  will  never  be 
relieved  from  the  service  they  have  undertaken  to  do  for  Slavery 
by  any  action  but  their  own.  We  apprehend  that  the  South  is 
too  intelligent  of  her  own  interests  ever  to  dispense  with  so 
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ttsefal  an  ally.  These  threats  are  only  for  correction  and  re- 
proof, not  indications  of  any  determined  purpose. 

The  Slaveholders,  this  year,  have  given  renewed  proofs  of 
that  moral  cowardice  which  dreads  the  light  because  they  know 
that  their  deeds  are  evil  In  Virginia,  last  summer,  a  Methodist 
minister,  Jakvis  C.  Bacon,  was  arrested  and  examined  for  hav- 
ing in  his  possession,  and  lending  a  sermon  of  an  Anti- Slavery 
tendency,  and  also  the  Narrative  of  Frederick  Douglass.  He 
was  held  for  trial  in  a  higher  Court,  the  result  of  which  has  not 
reached  us.  About  the  same  time  John  M.  Barrett,  a  citizen 
of  Indiana,  travelling  in  South  Carolina,  on  his  own  business, 
was  arrested  at  Spartanburg,  for  the  crime  of  taking  out  of  the 
post  office  letters  addressed  to  himself,  some  of  which  contained 
enclosures  for  white  persons,  Slaveholders  and  others,  which  he 
was  requested  to  forward.  These  covered  some  of  those  docu- 
ments addressed  to  the  Non- Slaveholders,  signed  "Brutus," 
which  had  aroused  the  terrors  of  the  Chivalry  in  former  time. 
Though  there  was  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Barrett  knew  of  any 
intention  to  make  him  a  medium  of  circulating  these  incendiary 
publications,  so  little  that  even  there  he  was  finally  acquitted, 
he  was  kept  in  close  custody  for  a  long  time,  his  life  considered 
in  serious  peril  from  the  Supreme  Mob,  and  he  was  at  last  re- 
leased only  on  heavy  bail.  The  right  to  search  the  mail  for 
matter  dangerous  to  Slavery  was  generally  maintained,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  loudly  denounced  for  affirming  that  the  De- 
partment had  no  control  over  what  was  entrusted  to  it,  though 
conveyed  in  the  most  guarded  and  courteous  terms.  These 
Rights  over  the  Constitution,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  essential 
to  the  safety  of  Slavery ;  but  they  should  convey  to  those  who 
have  no  direct  interest  in  its  defence,  the  value  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  which  they  brag  so  much. 

The  project  for  the  Annexation  of  Cuba,  of  which  we  have 
spoken  in  former  Reports,  is  not  yet  lost  sight  of  by  the  Slave 
Power.  That  Power  is  willing  to  wait,  as  in  the  case  of  Texas, 
but  it  will  never  take  its  eye  off  that  precious  booty  till  it  be 
secured.  An  attempt  to  erect  a  runaway  defaulter  into  a  politi- 
cal martyr,  at  New  Orleans,  and  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  Spain  on 
account  of  his  abduction,  was  defeated  by  his  rendition  by  the 
Vice-Regal  Government,  and  the  final  lack  of  proof  that  there 
had  been  anv  abduction  at  all.    A  piratical  incursion,  which  had 
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been  planned  to  co-operate  with  a  Bepnblican,  Slaveholding 
Insurrection  in  the  Island,  was  broken  np  by  a  proclamation  of 
the  President  and  the  interposition  of  the  United  States'  troops. 
No  punishment,  however,  was  visited  upon  the  conspiriton  for 
a  crime  which  is  treason  under  our  Constitution.  We  appre- 
hend that  it  was  the  ill-timed  and  ill-planned  character  of  the 
attempt,  and  not  its  inherent  wickedness,  that  caused  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Authorities.  .  It  has  been  publicly  maintained, 
and  declared  without  contradiction  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
that  President  Tatlor  and  a  large  majority  of  his  Cabinet  are 
in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  Cuba.  Such  must  be  the  wish  of  all 
intelligent  Slaveholders,  and  it  is  a  Wish  that  will  bring  about 
its  own  Accomplishment,  unless  it  is  met  in  a  spirit  of  resistance 
from  the  North,  which,  after  the  experience  of  Texas,  New 
Mexico,  Cahfomia  and  Deseret,  we  rather  wish  for  than  expect 
The  same  wisdom  in  their  Generation  has  caused  a  strong  spirit 
of  remonstrance  against  the  Annexation  of  Canada,  which  has 
taken  its  place  among  the  growing  possibilities  of  the  time. 
When  Annexation  begins  to  look  Northwards,  and  to  throw  its 
weight  against  Slavery,  we  shall  have  new  doctrines' broached 
as  to  the  Area  of  Freedom,  and  a  new  phase  of  Northern  Ser- 
vility to  admire. 

The  ceaseless  vigilance  which  is  the  price  of  Slavery,  even 
more  than  of  Liberty,  has  been  manifested  anew,  during  the  last 
year,  from  the  denunciation  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  down  to  that 
of  Sartain's  Magazine  and  Paley's  Moral  Philosophy.  The  edu- 
cation of  Slaves  as  Mechanics,  and  the  custom  of  allowing  them 
to  hire  their  time,  paying  a  rent  for  their  own  bodies  to  their 
masters,  have  also  excited  animadversion  as  of  a  tendency  to 
cultivate  ideas  and  habits  of  independence  and  self-reliance. 
The  unhappy  Free  People  of  Color  are  still  a  growing  cause  of 
distrust  and  suspicion,  and  propositions  have  been  made  for  their 
expulsion  by  individuals,  by  public  meetings,  and  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  at  least  one  State,  Virgmia,  We  think  that  this  is  the 
efiect  of  exasperation  and  passion,  and  believe  that  such  an 
attempt  could  not  be  seriously  made  without  causing  a  strong 
reactionary  excitement  in  the  Slave  States,  themselves. 

But  though  the  tide  has  set  thus  strongly  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion in  the  Slave  States,  still  there  has  not  been  wanting  a 
strong  counter-current  even  there.    The  hopes  which  were  ex-* 
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dted  by  tbe  Calling  of  the  Convention  for  Amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  Kentucky,  have  indeed  been  disappointed.  Not- 
withstanding the  exertions  of  the  Emancipationists,  not  a  single 
delegate  of  that  political  complexion  was  chosen  to  it  What 
alteration  it  has  made  in  the  Constitution  has  been  for  the 
worse.  But  this  was  perhfips  no  more  than  it  was  reasonable 
to  expect  from  the  Slave  Power  gathering  up  its  strength  for  a' 
last  struggle  for  its  supremacy.  The  opposition  to  Slavery  which 
has  been  developed  in  Kentucky,  and  which  occasioned  these 
more  stringent  measures,  cannot  be  put  down  by  this  result  It 
must  needs  breatha  new  vigor  into  it.  /  The  Revolution  there 
begun  is  one  of  those  which  cannot  go  backward,  and,  though 
often  baffled,  it  will  yet  have  its  due  course. 

Early  in  the  year  an  Address  was  issued,  in  contemplation  of 
the  State  Convention,  signed  by  several  gentlemen,  urging  a 
system  of  prospective  Emancipation,  which,  though  far  enough 
from  what  right  and  humanity  demand,  was  at  least  a  move- 
ment in  the  right  direction,  considering  the  quarter  whence  it 
came.  Soon  after,  a  Call  appeared  for  a  Convention  of  the 
friends  of  Emancipation,  which  was  held  at  Fmnkfort,  April 
25th.  This  was  preceded  by  public  meetings  in  various  parts 
of  the  State,  for  the  election  of  delegates  and  discussion  of  the 
subject,  one  of  which  was  held  in  Lexington  and  addressed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Beeckeneidge,  and  others,  which  passed  resolu- 
tions based  on  the  following  four  propositions.  1.  That  heredi- 
tary, domestic  Slavery,  as  it  exists  among  us,  is  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  mankind.  2.  It  is  opposed  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  Free  Government  3.  It  is  inconsistent  with  a  state  of 
sound  morality.  4.  It  js  hostile  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  Convention  met  at  the  time  appointed,  and 
sat  two  days.  It  consisted  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  dele- 
gates from  about  twenty-five  of  the  hundred  counties  of  the 
State.  The  speeches  were,  many  of  them,  marked  by  abihty, 
but  the  action  urged  and  carried  was  of  a  very  moderate  quality. 
This  may  be  judged  by  the  resolutions,  which,  as  finally  carried 
with  only  one  dissentient  vote,  were  as  follows : — 

"  1.  Believing  that  invehmtary  and  hereditary  Slavery,  as  it 

exists  by  law  in  this  State,  is  injurious  to  the  prosperity  of  the 

Commonwealth,  inconsistent  with  the  fundamental  principles  of 

free  government,  contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and 
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adverse  to  a  pnre  state  of  morals,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  increased,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  perpetuated  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

"  2.  That  any  scheme  of  emancipation  ought  to  be  prosx)ec- 
tive,  operating  exclusively  upon  Negroes  bom  after  the  adoption 
of  the  scheme,  and  cdlmected  with  colonization. 

"  3.  That  we  recommend  the  following  points  to  be  insisted  cm 
in  the  new  t])onstitution,  and  that  candidates  be  run  in  every 
county  in  the  State,  favorable  to  these  or  similar  constitutional 
provisions : — 1.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  importation  of 
any  more  slaves  in  Kentucky.  2.  The  complete  power  in  the 
people  of  Kentucky  to  enforce  and  perfect,  in  or  under  the  new 
Constitution,  a  system  of  gradual,  prospective  emancipation  of 
Slaves. 

'*  4.  The  Convention  confines  its  recommendation  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Slavery,  and  makes  no  expression  of  opinion  on  any 
other  topic." 

The  action  of  the  State  Convention  above  alluded  to  was 
substantially  this.     The  20th  section  of  the  9th  article  affirms 

"  The  right  of  property  is  before  and  higher  than  any  constitu- 
tional sanction,  and  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  Slave  to  such 
Slave,  and  its  increase^  is  the  same,  and  as  inviolable  as  the 
right  of  the  owner  of  any  property  whatever." 

The  10th  article,  section  1,  "forbids  emancipation  without 
compensation  and  removal;  permits  emigrants  to  bring  their 
Slaves  with  them;  allows  laws  to  be  passed  permitting  emanci- 
pation by  masters,  saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  compelling 
removal ;  also  laws  forbidding  the  introduction  of  Slaves  as  mer- 
chandize, or  any  brought  into  the  country  since  1789."  And  the 
2d  section  is  as  follows :  — 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  laws  providing  that  any 
free  negro  or  mulatto  hereafter  immigrating  to  or  being  emanci- 
pated in  and  refusing  to  leave  this  State,  or  having  left  shall 
retum  and  settle  within  this  State,  shall  be  deem^  guilty  c^ 
felony  and  punished  by  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  thereof" 

That  this  Constitution  will  be  approved  by  the  People,  we 
have  but  too  much  reason  to  fear,  in  view  of  the  present  su- 
premacy of  the  Slaveholders  in  the  State.  But  the  amount  of 
Agitation  and  Discussion  which  has  preceded,  accompanied  and 
followed  it,  cannot  fail  to  open  the  way  to  the  final  Deliverance 
of  the  Kentucky  bondmen.  The  light  which  Slavery  abhors  has 
overleaped  the  barriers  of  the  **  Dark  and  Bloody  Gioxmd,'*  and 
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most  grow  brighter  and  brighter  until  its  name  shall  cease  fitly 
to  describe  the  character  of  Kentacky. 

p  These  ominous  appearances  in  Kentucky  had  the  effect  of 
calling  forth  the  great  Juggler  of  Compromise,  whose  benumb- 
ing spells  have  been  so  often  hurled  into  the  air  whenever  it  was 
agitated  by  the  breath  of  Freedom.  In  contemplation  of  the 
Kentucky  Convention,  Herkt  Clay  wrote  a  full  exposition  of 
his  views  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.    It  was  marked  with  the  cold-blooded  heartlessness  by 

^ which  his  words  on  Slavery  have  been  distinguished  in  latter 
years.  Though  he  denounced  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Origin 
and  Natural  Necessity  of  African  Slavery,  still  he  was  of  opinion 
that  "  nothing  could  be  more  unwise  than  the  immediate  libem- 
tion  of  all  the  Slaves  in  the  State.  It  would  lead  to  the  most 
frightful  and  fatal  consequences."  He  proposed,  therefore,  that 
a  day  future  should  be  fixed,  the  Slaves  bom  after  ^Ddiich  should 
be  free  at  a  certain  age ;  all  bom  before  being  Slaves  for  life. 
He  evinced  a  commendable  spirit  of  generosity  in  the  detaUs  of 
his  plan,  "  inclining  to  a  liberal  margin"  as  tp  the  time  of  be- 
ginning his  notable  scheme.  He  would  like  1855,  but  would 
consent  to  1860,  or  any  other  time  that  might  be  agreeable  to 
the  masters.  The  Slaves  bom  after  the  time  agreed  upon  were 
to  become  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-five ;  but  to  be  liable  to  be 
hired  out  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  to  raise  a  sum 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  transportation  to  a 
Colony,  in  Africa  we  suppose,  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  I 
This  proposition,  insidious  and  abominable  as  it  was,  did  not 
fail  to  excite  the  ire  of  the  extreme  Slaveholding  party  at  the 
South,  by  whom  it  was  regarded,  which  it  doubtless  was,  as  a 
concession  to  the  Anti- Slavery  feeling  of  Kentucky  and  of  the 
Country.  Whether  Mr.  Cj^at  would  have  said  thus  much  had 
he  known  what  the  complexion  and  action  of  the  Convention 
would  be,  before  he  wrote  his  letter,  is  an  open  question  for  the 
considemtion  of  those  who  have  gathered  his  character  from  his 
public  and  private  life. 

In  Missouri,  too,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  her  Senator  ever  since 
she  was  a  State,  has  created  a  strong  excitement  by  refiising  to 
obey  the  instmctions  of  the  Legislature,  requiring  him  to  vote 
against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  From  these  instructions  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  People,  taking  the  ground  that  the  Calhoun  Move- 
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ment  had  for  ita  object  the  Dissolation  of  the  Union.  He  was 
personally  opposed  to  Slavery  and  to  its  introduction  into  terri- 
tories where  it  did  not  exist ;  but  he  had  always  been  a  Slave-  « 
holder,  and  had  no  disposition  to  cease  being  one.  Whether 
his  Movement  was  of  a  character  immediately  dangerous  to 
Slavery  may  be  judged  from  these  elements  of  his  great  speech 
in  Missouri.  But  the  agitation  which  his  addresses  to  the  peo- 
ple in  different  parts  of  the  State  must  have  produced,  together 
with  the  counter  agitation  of  his  antagonists,  cannot  but  be  dan* 
gerous  to  a  System  of  which  Silence  is  the  breath  and  Darkness  ^ 
the  atmosphere. 

But  though  these  demonstrations  of  Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  Bentoh 
were  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  South,  there  was  a  large  class 
at  the  North  who  welcomed  them  with  unmixed  satisfaction. 
These  were  those  wise  and  prudent  men  who  have  always  sig- 
nalized their  hatred  of  Slavery  by  their  dislike  of  Anti- Slavery, 
and  who  have  done  their  best  to  hinder  and  suppress  the  very 
Movement,  here,  which  has  strengthened  those  Southern  pol- 
iticians to  do  the  little  they  have  attempted.  As  soon  as  the 
labors  of  the  Abolitionists  have  begun  to  be  felt  in  the  Slave 
States  and  their  craftiest  politicians  are  devising  how  the  Abom* 
ination  they  know  to  be  doomed,  can  be  kept  in  existence  the 
longest,  thsn  shouts  arise  from  the  Printing  Offices,  and  Te 
Deums  go  up  from  the  Pulpits,  in  view  of  such  glorious  pro- 
gress !  One  Slaveholding  Statesman  would  preserve  Slavery 
strictly  and  make  a  monopoly  of  its  blessings  in  favor  of  the 
happy  region  now  enjoying  them,  and  politicians  are  aghast  at 
the  temerity  of  his  virtue !  Another  is  willing  that,  a  generation 
or  two  hence,  his  fellow-citizens  should  by  degrees,  leave  off 
stealing  men;  provided,  when  they  had  done  with  the  stolen 
goods,  they  should  ship  them  all  off,  at  the  chattels'  own  ex- 
pense, to  the  coast  of  Guinea !  And  Boston  Doctors  of  Divinity 
fall  on  their  knees,  and  thank  God  that  he  has  raised  up  such  a 
prophet  in  these  latter  days.  Leave  has  come  down  for  us  to  be 
glad,  and  we  gmtefuUy  use  the  privilege. 

Cassius  M.  Clat  was  the  first  who  opened  the  mouths  in 
the  faces  of  dough  at  the  North.  But  even  the  meat  with 
which  he  furnished  them,  though  certainly  none  of  the  strongest, 
was  more  than  many  of  them  could  swallow.  The  earnestness 
of  his  antagonism  in  his  first  days  of  enthusiasm  seemed  **  inja* 
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dioioas  "  and  unwise  to  many.  After  he  had  disappointed  the 
hopes  of  his  early  promise  by  his  desertion  into  Mexico,  the 
.  Emancipation  Movement  still  went  on  in  Kentucky  untU  it  at- 
tained  a  size  and  shape  that  seemed  to  call  for  the  interposition 
of  the  great  Compromiser.  A  Icu^e  party,  growing  into  daily 
increasing  strength,  were  resolute  to  be  rid  of  the  millstone 
which  hung  around  the  neck  of  their  prosperity  and  honor. 
They  were  in  earnest  Something  must  be  done*  The  hosts 
of  Slavery,  too,  were  mustering  to  the  field  of  Armageddon,  It 
was  precisely  the  emergency  to  call  for  the  interposition  of  the 
palsying  conjuration  of  the  Magician  of  Ashland.  A  middle  way 
was  to  be  devised  which  should  content  the  Abolitionists  with- 
out  dissatisfying  the  Slaveholders  —  which  should  be  well 
pleasing  to  God  without  displeasing  the  Devil.  The  Slave- 
holders, indeed,  did  not  accept  this  boon  with  the  gratitude 
which  it  demanded,  and  the  Emancipationists,  there,  did  not 
view  it  with  eyes  of  unqualified  favor.  But  here  it  was  duly 
appreciated.  The  Religious  Press,  generally,  copied  it  with 
rapture,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peabodt  from  the  Pisgah  of  King's 
Chapel  Pulpit,  saw  in  him  the  Aaron  raised  up  to  conduct  this 
Exodus.  His  cold-blooded  and  cruel  scheme  for  condemning 
all  Slaves  now  in  being  to  life-long  Slavery,  subject  of  sale  and 
deportation,  and  their  children  bom  after  a  day  future  to  a  quah- 
fied  Slavery  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  then  to  be  further 
robbed  by  the  State  of  enough  of  their  earnings  to  exile  them 
forever  firom  their  native  land,  seemed  to  this  New  England 
Divine  "a masterly  efibrti"  and  Mr.  Clay  the  most  efficient 
Abolitionist  in  the  country !  Truly,  are  we  not  thankful  for  ex- 
ceedingly minute  mercies?  Especially  when  others,  and  not 
we  ourselves,  are  to  enjoy  them  ! 

These  signs  of  changing  feeling  and  opinion,  as  well  at  the 
North  as  at  the  South,  are  indeed  worthy  of  note  and  congratu- 
lation. They  show  that  the  labors  of  twenty  years  have  not 
been  thrown  away,  but  are  doing  their  perfect  work.  The 
necessity  which  has  compelled  Henrt  Clay  to  come  up  to  the 
defence  of  Slavery  in  an  Anti- Slavery  disguise  cannot  be  a 
slight  one.  The  state  of  things  which  has  made  that  Anti- 
Slavery  Slaveholder,  Thohas  H.  Benton,  oppose  the  extension 
of  Slavery  into  the  new  territories,  must  be  eloquent  in  another 
strain  than  when  his  Senatorial  life  began,  thirty  years  since. 
3* 
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The  grateful  sense  entertained  of  these  mercies  by  priests  and 
politicians  is  none  too  great,  certainly ;  only  it  is  felt  towards  the 
wrong  parties.  They  fall  into  the  very  common  mistake  of 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  and  giving  to  the  first  all  the 
glory  of  whatever  progression  it  owes  to  the  unwearied  labors 
of  the  last  Clay  and  Benton  have  been  driven  from  their  old 
entrenchments  into  the  position  they  have  now  taken  up,  by  the 
obstinate  charges  of  the  Anti- Slavery  squadrons  from  the  North, 
which  have  been  poured  upon  the  hollow  squares  of  the  Slave- 
holders with  such  pertinacity,  that  they  are  obliged,  at  last,  to 
change  their  front  And  the  assailants  get  about  as  much  grati- 
tude as  successful  enemies  usually  do.  And  so  when  we  have 
with  infinite  pains  dragged  up  here  and  there  a  Clerg3rman,  as 
it  were  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  out  of  the  horrible  pit  and  miry 
clay  in  which  he  has  been  wallowing  for  years,  all  the  thanks 
we  get  is  to  be  pelted  with  some  of  the  mud  for  our  pains. 

It  is  refreshing,  after  regarding  the  characters  and  conduct  of 
such  men  as  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Benton,  at  the  South,  and  of 
their  admirers  at  the  North,  to  turn  and  behold  a  marked,  de- 
cided, understandable,  unmistakeable  man  like  Mr.  Calhoun. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  now  and  then  to  see  a  man  in  these  United 
States.  Even  a  bad  man  is  better  than  none  at  all.  It  is  en- 
couraging, for  it  looks  as  if  there  were  a  possibility  of  the 
American  race  regaining  its  stamina,  and  recovering  something 
of  the  rough  strength  of  character  which  it  had  sixty  or  seventy 
years  ago.  It  is  a  comfort,  too,  to  meet  with  an  actual,  tangible 
Idea,  however  wicked  it  may  be,  occasionally.  An  Idea  that 
stands  up  by  itself,  in  its  own  natural  proportions,  instead  of 
being  razeed  down  to  regulation  dimensions.  Even  the  sight  of 
Satan  himself,  would  be  a  welcome  refreshment  in  the  Limbo 
of  Vanity,  or  Paradise  of  Fools,  among 

" the  unaccomplished  works  of  Nature's  band. 

Abortive,  monstrous,  or  unkindly  mixed." 

And  even  the  Idea  of  the  Absolute  Excellence  of  Slavery 
though  it  may  be  much  worse,  is  much  less  disgusting  than  the 
abortive  monstrosities  which  try  to  unite  theoretical  abhorrence 
of  Slavery  with  a  daily  practical  support  of  it 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  like  to  see  Mr.  Calhoun  stand  up 
before  the  Nation,  and  boldly  give  utterance  to  the  Idea  with 
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which  he  is  possessed.  He  is  not  absolutely  admirable,  it  mast 
be  admitted,  and  his  doctrine  is  the  very  Abomination  of  Deso- 
lation ;  but  one  cannot  help  feeling  a  sort  of  respect  for  a  man 
who  takes  no  counsel  of  expediency  even  in  the  worst  of  causes, 
and  who  has  a  settled,  distinct,  de^nite  purpose,  however  abomin- 
able, to  which  he  bends  all  his  powers  and  every  circumstance 
he  can  control  As  was  said  of  Lafayette,  when  he  set  out  on 
his  mad-cap  expedition  to  America,  whatever  we  may  think  of 
his  prudence,  we  cannot  help  admiring  his  spirit  He  holds 
Slaves  and  he  defends  it  He  maintains  Slavery  to  be  the 
natural  condition  of  the  colored  race,  beneficent  towards  them, 
and  essential  to  a  well  ordered  Commonwealth,  and,  of  course, 
he  promotes  it  The  right  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  to  make  free 
with  the  African  he  regards  as  founded  in  Nature  and  guaran- 
teed by  the  People  of  the  United  States.  Therefore  he  resists 
any  attempt  to  confine  the  exercise  of  this  natural  and  social 
privilege  within  any  specific  territorial  limits.  Wherever  a  free 
and  enlightened  American  may  incline  to  go,  thither  he  may  be 
followed  by  a  Negro,  as  the  shade  pursues  the  substance.  And 
he  is  proportionally  indignant  at  those  Peter  Schlemihls  who 
would  not  only  strip  off  their  own  shadows,  but  lay  sacriligious 
'  hands  on  the  shadows  of  their  neighbors,  too. 

It  is  a  characteristic  of  the  American  Peqple,  which  has  been 
fostered  by  their  institutions,  that  they  prefer  half  an  idea  to  a 
whole  one.  They  not  merely  think  that  half  a  loaf  is  better 
than  no  bread,  but  that  it  is  better  than  a  whole  one.  Therefore 
Calhoun  and  his  party  at  the  South,  and  Garrison  and  bis 
friends  at  the  North,  are  equally  rejected  by  the  men  of  their 
generation.  Both  go  too  thoroughly  to  the  root  of  the  matter 
for  those  who  hate  to  look  beyond  the  tips  of  the  branches. 
Each  are  for  whole  measures  and  necessarily  make  uncomfort- 
able those  who  live  in  half  ones.  They  are  equally  bold  and 
uncompromising  in  their  opinions,  their  language  and  their  pol- 
icy, and  they  unavoidably  shock  the  timid  and  the  time-serving; 
those,  on  the  one  hand,  who  are  content  with  their  practical 
enjoyment  of  their  Slaves  under  the  Constitution,  and  those,  on 
the  other,  who  feel  more  the  scandal  than  the  sin  of  Slavery, 
and  who  ask  only  to  be  permitted  "  to  live  in  decencies  forever." 
To  this  class.  South  and  North,  such  politicians  as  Clat  and 
Benton  are  pefect  Godsends.      They  furnish  a  tertwm  quid,  a 
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middle  quantity  equally  removed  fiom  the  two  extremes  of  the 
National  problem.  They  take  an  Idea  and  split  it  in  two  and 
triumphantly  hold  up  the  moiety  as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  the 
philosophic  paradox  of  old  time,  that  the  half  is  more  than  the 
whole.  Anything  that  shiils  responsibility,  that  defers  action, 
that  puts  farther  off  the  evil  day  of  doing  something,  is  a  wel- 
come boon.  Clay's  adjournment  of  the  question  to  the  Greek 
Kalends,  and  Benton's  movement  to  restrict  Slavery  within  its 
existing  boundaries,  carefully  holding  on  to  his  own  Slaves,  and 
letting  his  neighbors'  Slaves  alone  in  the  most  resolute  manner, 
both  meet  a  want  in  the  American  market 

There  is  a  fine  vein  of  contempt  pervading  Mr.  Calhoun^s 
last  Address  to  the  People  of-  the  South,  towards  Mr.  Benton, 
which  comes  from  him  with  a  good  grace.  Whatever  else  he 
may  be,  Mr.  Calhoun  is  consistent  He  does  not  reprobate 
Slavery,  and  cleave  to  it  at  the  same  time.  He  does  not  think 
that  what  is  good  in  South  Carolina  will  become  bad  by  being 
transported  to  California.  Through  life  he  has  been  faithful  to 
the  Peculiar  Institution.  Nobody  could  ever  mistake  his  po- 
sition. There  was  never  a  question  made  about  that  He  has 
never  blown  hot  and  cold  upon  the  mess  of  pottage  which  he 
prizes  as  his  birthright  He  has  a  complete  and  perfect  Idea  for 
his  guide.  Mr.  Benton  has  but  a  very  imperfect  fraction  of  one 
for  his.  Slavery  is  an  Absolute  Good,  says  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
is,  therefore,  to  be  cherished  and  propagated.  Slavery  is  in  it- 
self  an  Evil,  virtually  says  Mr.  Benton,  and  therefore  should 
not  be  permitted  to  curse  a  country  which  is  now  free  from  it 
Why  not  endeavor  to  remove  it  from  your  own  State,  which 
already  suffers  from  its  bUghting  influences,  is  the  natural  and 
inevitable  question  which  arises  ?  Why  retain  your  property  in 
your  own  chattels,  if  such  be  the  nature  and  effect  of  man-own- 
ership ?  If  Slavery  be  bad  as  an  article  of  exportation,  it  cannot 
be  better  as  an  article  of  home  consumption.  If  an  embargo 
should  be  laid  for  the  protection  of  California  from  Slavery, 
surely  an  effort  should  be  made  for  the  deUverance  of  Missouri 
from  it  If  rum  and  brandy  be  ill  assorted  with  missionaries  in 
a  cargo  to  Heathen  Lands,  they  certaiidy  call  loudly  for  exter- 
mination in  our  own.  Admit  Mr.  Calhoun's  premises,  and  his 
oonclusions  will  bear  the  test  of  the  severest  logic.  Mr.  Bbh- 
tom's  conclusions,  on  the  other  hand,  trip  up  the  heels  of  his 
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premises.  Or  rather,  he  has,  logically  nor  morally,  neither 
premises  nor  conclusions  to  his  reasoning.  It  is  a  chain  loose  at 
both  ends,  and  can  serve  neither  as  moorings  for  Slavery  nor  for 
Liberty. 

In  fact,  there  are  but  two  Ideas  in  the  United  States.  The 
one  is  Slavery  and  the  other  is  Anti- Slavery.  All  others  are 
but  the  disjecta  membra,  the  scattered  limbs,  of  massacred  Ideas. 
Tariff  and  Anti- Tariff,  Free  Tmde  and  Protection,  Bank  and 
Sub- Treasury,  yea,  even  Free  Soil  itself,  rest  upon  no  great 
principle,  appeal  to  no  Eternal  Truth  for  their  sanctioiL  The 
first  are  mere  schemes  of  policy,  about  which  men  differ  accord-  . 
ing  as  they  affect  their  interests,  present  or  prospective.  Their 
ultimate  appeal  is  to  the  Day  Book  and  Ledger,  to  the  returns 
of  Exports  and  Imports,  and  to  the  quarterly  stateqients  of  the 
Revenue.  And  the  last  carefully  abstains  from  going  to  the 
foundations  of  things  existing,  and  scrupulotisly  protests  against 
being  supposed  to  intend  to  shake  them.  With  Slavery  within 
the  United  States,  and  as  protected  by  the  Constitution,  it  does 
not  pretend  io  intermeddle.  It  shudders  at  the  extension  of 
what  it  is  willing  to  tolerate.  This  is,  plainly,  but  a  very  small 
segment  of  the  Great  Idea  which  is  to  abolish  Slavery.  That 
Idea  aims  at  the  entire  and  utter  extermination  of  its  Antago* 
nist,  now,  without  delay,  wherever  it  exists,  and  at  whatever 
cost  of  political  institutions  or  pecuniary  interests.  It  takes  no 
counsel  with  flesh  and  blood.  It  sees  the  ugliness  of  Slavery 
and  its  inherent  abominations,  and  considers  the  past  and 
present  consent  of  the  Nation  as  of  no  account,  except  as  an 
increased  motive  for  instantly  getting  rid  of  it  No  other  Idea 
has  vital  power  and  energy  enough  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  case.  It  is  this  alone  that  will  finally  triumph.  All  attempts 
to  do  its  work  by  employing  its  fragments  must  fail.  Even 
their  success,  were  it  a  possible  thing,  would  be  mischievous  as 
distracting  the  general  mind  from  the  real  question  at  issue, 
firom  the  solution  of  the  great  Enigma. 

The  more  distinctly  the  two  opposite  Ideas  can  be  brought 
into  palpable  antagonism,  th©  better.  The  mischief  of  every 
half  measure,  and  imperfect  idea,  is,  thai  it  prevents  or  retards 
their  joining  battle.  It  is  the  great  strategy  of  the  best  friends 
of  Slavery  to  protract  the  day  of  battle.  Their  policy  is  Fabian. 
Their  hope  is  in  delay.    And  the  ill-advised  schemes  of  well- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  KSPOBT. 

meaning  persons  for  the  restriction  of  what  they  should  destroy, 
helps  this  policy  of  these  enemies  of  the  haman  race.  Now  Mr. 
Calhoun  is  honorably  distinguished  from  all  these  classes  of 
men,  by  the  definiteness  pf  his  position,  the  unmistakableness 
of  his  doctrine,  and  the  uncompromising  consistency  of  his  public 
and  private  life.  It  is  an  inestimable  advantage  to  have  an 
enemy  that  you  know  where  to  find.  He  is  no  Proteus  that 
will  change  his  shape  as  soon  as  you  grapple  with  him.  It  will 
be  a  fair  combat  until  the  death  struggle.  Let  us  have  the 
question  fairly  tested.  If  Slavery  be  a  blessed  thing  let  us  all 
acknowledge  its  divinity  and  submit  to  its  sway.  If  it  be  of  its 
father  the  Devil,  let  us  exorcise  it  and  send  it  back  to  the  bot- 
tomless pit  from  whence  it  sprung.  But  let  us  no  longer  try  to 
make  it  out  a  sort  of  hybrid  between  Heaven  and  Hell.  Let  ns 
settle  its  character  and  behave  ourselves  accordingly.  Had  we 
no  antagonists  but  those  of  the  character  and  temper  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  we  should  soon  be  able  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point 
And  our  endeavor  should  be  to  compel  all  men  to  take  as  de- 
dded  ground  as  he,  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other.  While  we 
are  ever  willing  to  make  allowances  for  imperfect  reachings  after 
the  right,  we  should  be  ever  careful  that  they  should  never  be 
looked  at  as  an  attainment,  or  even  a^esur  approach  of  it  If  we 
learn  of  our  enemies  and  are  but  as  wise  in  our  generation  as 
Mr.  Calhoun  is  in  his,  we  need  not  fear  for  the  result 

THE   FREE    SOIL  PARTT. 

The  great  political  parties  have  been  experiencing,  during  the 
past  year,  the  depression  which  always  follows  an  excited  cam- 
paign. The  victorious  Minority  are  tasting  the  sweets  of  their 
triumph  with  a  fearful  joy,  while  the  discomfited  Majority  are 
devising  how  most  speedily  to  strip  them  of  the  fruits  of  their 
success  and  most  efiectually  to  reign  in  their  stead,  when  Gren. 
Taylor's  little  day  is  over.  We  have  not  much  to  record  of 
their  action  in  their  separate  capacities,  as  affecting  the  Slavery 
question.  Their  whole  weight  and  influence  is  of  necessity 
thrown  into  the  scale  of  Tjrranny,  but  they  have  had  as  yet  no 
especial  opportunity  to  signalize  their  zeal  and  duty  by  any 
specific  Party  action.  Their  most  noticeable  acts  at  the  North, 
luLve  been  in  connection  with  the  Free  Soil  Party,  either  as 
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saccessfol  or  disappointed  suitors  for  (t  permanent  union*  We 
shall  leave  them,  therefore,  until  Time  shall  have  re-arranged 
the  political  relations  of  our  National  Factions,  and  brought 
order  out  of  the  confusion  into  which  even  a  small  infusion  of 
Anti- Slavery  earnestness  had  thrown  their  ranks. 

The  Free  Soil  Party,  or  the  Free  Democracy,  as  it  has  rather 
chosen  to  christen  itself,  has  been  going  through  the  experience 
which  must  await  every  political  party  which  does  not  grow  out 
of  a  vital  principle,  constituting  its  life  and  its  personal  identity. 
It  grew  up  rapidly,  but  it  was  because  it  had  no  depth  of  earth. 
And  for  the  same  reason  it  is  fast  withering  away  and  -mast 
soon  die  to  the  root,  and  its  particles  be  resolved  into  their  origi- 
nal elements,  or  take  some  new  shape,  informed,  we  may  hope, 
with  a  more  living  spirit  We  predicted  from  the  beginning 
that  a  political  association  collected  by  a  common  opposition  to 
the  development  in  a  particular  direction  of  an  evil  principle  they 
were  ready  to  stand  by  within  certain  territorial  limits,  could  have 
no  abiding  strength  or  enduring  life.  The  history  of  the  Free  Soil 
Party  has  confirmed  our  confirmation  that  there  can  be  no  effect- 
ual political  action  directed  against  Slavery  by  men  who  i^eek 
to  do  it  under  the  banner  of  the  Constitution.  We  cannot  re- 
peat too  often  that  fidelity  to  the  Slave  and  fidelity  to  the  Con- 
stitution are  absolute  incompatibilities,  which  can  be  no  more 
combined  than  light  and  darkness.  Effectual  political  action 
against  Slavery  can  only  be  exerted  by  men  who  seek  openly 
to  overthrow  the  Constitution  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  one 
that  is  worthy  of  the  name,  or  who  are  willing  without  grimace, 
or  hypocrisy,  to  trample  its  provisions  under  their  feet,  though 
they  have  sworn  to  support  them. 

The  Free  Soil  Party  have  their  representatives  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Its 
position  towards  the  South  and  ^  the  Slaves  we  apprehend  to 
have  been  emphatically  stated,  though  in  more  direct  words 
than  most  of  its  members  are  in  the  habit  of  using,  by  Mr. 
Hale,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1849.    Hear  him ! 

"I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  it,  ( Slavery  at  the  South.)      y^ 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  aggressive.     I  only  wish  that  we  maia^eUi*  ^*^ 
alone.    Nay,  sir,  I  am  "v^^ing  —  and  I  speak  also  in  benalf  of 
those  who  sent  me  here  —  I  am  willing  that  we  should  be  held 
responsible  to  the  limit  of  the  Constitutional  obligation,  for 
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everything  that  may  be  required  for  the  support  and  sustenance 
of  American  Slavery.  I  am  willing  to  go  to  the  last  letter  in 
the  bond.  If  you  find  in  it  the  pound  of  flesh,  take  it;  and  if 
you  find  our  heart's  best  blood  written  there,  take  it  I  am 
ready  to  come  up  to  the  work  freely,  fairly  and  fully,  and  to 
conform  to  the  contract." 

This  is  plain  doctrine,  but  it  is  the  plain  English  of  all  those 
reservations  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  what  can  be  done  Con- 
stitutionally, with  which  the  Anti-  Slavery  diatribes  of  the  best 
Free  Soil  politicians,  are  qualified.  Mr.  Giddincjs,  himself,  on 
the  17th  of  February,  declared  in  behalf  of  his  constituents  that 
they  lived  up  to  the  letter  of  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Pn'gg  I 

•*  These  Slaveholding  judges  do  not  pretend  that  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  people  of  the  Free  States,  are  bound  to  encourage 
^  or  sustain  Slavery ;  on  the  contrary,  they  solemnly  declare  that 
eur  whole  duty  is  to  abstain  from  secreting,  defending,  or  res- 
cuing the  Slave.  These  obligations  we  observe  to  the  very  letter. 
They  may  have  been  violated  by  individuals ;  but  I  have  never 
known  an  instance  of  the  kind.  I  have  heard  and  read  of  cases 
where  citizens  of  my  own  State  have  been  convicted  of  violat- 
ing these  stipulations,  and  have  suffered  the  legal  penalties 
attached  to  such  violation ;  but  no  such  case  has  ever  come  un- 
der my  own  observation,  nor  have  I  heard  of  such  an  instance 
in  Northern  Ohio." 

Are  there  any  more  authentic  expounders  of  the  Gospel  of 
Free  Soil,  or  Free  Democracy,  than  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGS  ?  Is  this  indeed  the  idea  of  Free  Soil  that  the  Party  en- 
tertain, that  any  Soil  is  Free  where  a  Slave-master  is  free  to 
tx)me  and  help  himself  to  his  Slave  without  molestation  ?  And 
is  a  Free  Democrat  one  that  will  stand  quietly  on  this  Free  Soil 
and  see  it  done  ?  We  admit  that  they  are  bound  to  do  this,  if 
they  would  be  true  to  the  Constitution,  but  they  must  pardon  us 
if  we  think  their  Method  inherently  vicious  and  infinitely  less 
practicable,  as  well  as  less  honest,  than  ours. 

The  misfortune  of  the  Free  Soil  Party  is  that  it  has  no  ground 
to  stand  upon.  There' is  no  such  thing  as  an  inch  of  Free  Soil 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  St  Lawrence  to 
whatever  may  be  for  the  moment  the  flying  frontier  of  tlie  Model 
Republic.  For  even  supposing  the  possibility  of  the  Wilmot 
Proviso  passing  both  Houses,  and  supposing  further  the  mpossi- 
bility  of  President  Tatloe's  sanctioning  it,  it  would  be  but  mere 
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hrutum  fidmen,  provided  the  labor  of  Slaves  is  wanted  there. 
There  is  not  power  enough  in  the  General  Government,  even  if 
there  were  the  wish,  which  there  is  not,  to  hinder  the  Slave- 
holders from  going  whither  they  will  and  carrying  their  house- 
hold gods  along  with  them.  The  protestations  of  hostility  to  the 
extension  of  Slavery  thrown  out  by  the  masses  of  Northern 
Whigs  and  Democrats,  are  mere  sprats  to  catch  gudgeons,  as  hol- 
low as  their  professions  of  belief  that  Slavery  cannot  exist  in  the 
new  territories.  That  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  Free  Soil  Party 
is  shown  by  the  fact  of  its  continued  existence.  Did  the  Free 
Soilers  actually  believe  these  assertions,  they  would  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  to  repent  and  return  to  the  house  of  their  Whig  and 
Democratic  Fathers.  What  would  be  the  probability,  then,  of  any 
such  policy  being  carried  out,  if  it  should  be  adopted  as  a  sop  to 
the  Northern  Cerberus  ?  Just  as  great  as  that  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  will  carry  out  the  ad  captandum  Eesolutions  of 
their  Legislature  passed  any  time  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  Free  Soil  Party  now  stands,  we  apprehend,  about  TiAere 
the  Liberty  Party  stood  before  its  euthanasia.  That  is,  it  pro- 
fesses to  attack  Slavery  wherever  it  can  be  reached,  OonsHtu- 
tUmally.  There  is  as  much  virtue  in  that  long  word  as  Touch- 
stone says  there  is  in  that  Httle  monysyllable  "  if! "  It  makes 
all  the  difierence  between  doing  something  and  doing  nothing. 
The  chief  difierence  between  the  Free  Soil  and  the  Liberty 
Parties,  and  it  is  a  great  one,  is,  that  in  the  former  the  respecta- 
ble and  honorable  members  of  it  give  it  its  tone  and  character. 
And  yet,  such  is  their  insensate  folly,  that  they  permit  their 
leading  organ  to  be  branded  in  the  back  with  the  name  of 
Emancipator,  and  went  out  of  their  way  to  make  the  Rev. 
Joshua  Leavitt  one  of  the  Committee  to  call  their  State  Con* 
vention  in  Massachusetts,  although  that  gentleman  is  now  an 
inhabitant  of  New  York !  We  have  a  high  respect  for  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compose  the  leadership  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  but 
we  fear  from  these  specimens  of  their  philosophy,  that  they  lack 
the  wisdom  that  is  profitable  to  direct  a  political  movement 
Their  character  is  their  main  stock  in  trade,  and  they  seem  fool- 
ishly, not  to  say  criminally,  careless  in  their  investment  of  it 

The  tendency  of  the  Free  Soil  Party,  ever  since  the  Election 
of  1848  made  known  their  numerical  force,  or  weakness,  has 
been  to  amalgamation  with  the  Minority  Party  of  the  two  Na- 
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tio&al  ones,  ia  the  several  States.  It  has  felt  the  inesistihle  im- 
pulse of  poUlJcal  gravitation  whidi  ever  oigea  the  smialler  minonty 
towaxds  the  laigeiC  The  protracted  existence  of  a  Third  Party 
ia  this  couiitry  is  a  moral  and  pc^itical  impossibility.  A  reason- 
aUe  hope  of  political  success  is  the  life-blood,  ihe  breath  of  the 
nostrils,  of  a  political  party.  Deprived  of  this,  it  can  have  bat  a 
diseased  and  spasmodic  activity,  not  springing  from  an  exuber- 
aiice  of  life,  but  from  an  occasional  and  temporary  excitement 
The  good  impulse  to  which  it  often  owes  its  being,  can  only 
carry  it  through  its  very  earUest  stage  of  existence.  It  grows 
weaker  and  weaker  with  the  lapse  of  time,  and  soon  loses  its 
motive  power,  if  not  renewed  by  the  magic  of  success,  or,  at 
least,  of  hope.  In  the  end,  a  Third  Party  must  either  dwindle 
away  through  the  discouragement  or  desertion  of  iia  members, 
or  gravitate  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  forces  of  the  political 
world,  according  to  their  relative  degrees  of  attraction.  The 
position  ''of  party  poHtics  at  the  North  necessarily  brought  the 
Free'Soil  Party  in  nearest  communication  with  the  Democrats, 
though  in  one  or  two  cases  they  fraternized,  locally,  with  the 
Whigs.  This  was  natural  enough.  In  many  respects  their 
affinities  are  identical,  and  could  a  union  be  effected,  the  Cknli- 
tion  Party  would,  unquestionably,  have  the  control  of  the  politics 
of  the  Northern  States  where  it  existed  in  good  faith.  But  there 
are  disturbing  influences  which  are  at  work  on  both  sides  to 
prevent  a  cordial  understEmding — an  entente  cardiak — betweea 
the  treating  powers.  The  mutual  fear  of  being  overreached  in 
the  bcugain,  the  hungering  after  the  flesh-pots  of  office  which 
the  Democratic  Israel  well  remember  to  have  been  enjoyed  in 
the  Egypt  of  a  Southern  Alliance,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Free  Soilers  that  the  httle  they  ask  for  will  be  conjured  away 
from  them  in  the  hugger-mugger  of  political  intrigue,  must  make 
the  union  of  ihe  parties  difficult  where  it  is  in  supposition,  and 
dubious  where  it  has  been  imperfectly  efiected. 

The  first  movement  in  the  direction  of  this  political  union  was 
in  WisooKsiN,  where  the  rnarriage  was  complete,  the  two  par^ 
ties  reciprocally  taking  each  other  for  better  for  worse,  and 
mutually  endowing  one  another  with  all  their  distinctive  political 
principles.  In  Nbw  York,  an  abortive  attempt  was  made  to 
umte  the  two  parties  at  Rome,  in  August  The  two  Conven* 
tioBS  were  in  oonunanication  with  each  other,  but  fieuled  of  < 
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][deting  Am  cKmtract  The  Honkers,  though  desirous  of  coaUtion, 
were  not  wiUtng  to  make  any  concession  of  opinion  or  power* 
and  the  Bambomers  would  not  receive  their  discarded  partners 
without  scmie  promise  of  conformable  beha^or.  In  Septemb^, 
however,  this  "  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay  "  was  at  an  end, 
and  the  two  parties  were  reunited  in  the  bonds  of  that  matri- 
mony which  had  been  brdcen  for  some  two  years.  The  distress 
whidi  their  quarrels  had  brought  upon  them  drove  them  back 
into  each  other's  arms.  The  Democratic  Convention  was  held 
Arst,  and  proposed  to  join  with  the  Barnburners  in  a  ticket  A 
medietcUe,  or  mixed  half  and  hdf  of  both  parties.  The  next 
week  the  latter  assembled  at  XJtica,  and  could  resist  no  longer. 
They  agreed  to  the  terms,  and  Plough  they  recapitulated  Aeir 
distinctive  principles,  they  no  longer  made  their  acceptance  an 
indispensable  preliminary  to  the  Union.  The  only  Resolution 
passed,  touching  the  bond  that  was  to  connect  them,  beyond  die 
common  wish  to  eject  the  liVli^  and  elect  their  own  men,  was 
the  following  clear  and  startling  one :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  principle  is  the  only  test  in  politics  acknowl- 
edged by  Democmts,  and  that  their  rule  of  party  action  is  openly 
to  declare  and  faithfully  to  carry  out  in  practice  the  principles 
they  profess  I " 

To  make  the  tJnion  the  more  solemn  a  Mass  Meeting  was 
held  at  Syracuse  two  days  after,  at  which  Jubilee  the  following 
Kesolution  was  passed :  — 

''  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  the  Constitutional  power  over 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  has  no  power  over  the 
subject  in  the  States.  That  it  possesses,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention,  fUU  power  over  the  subject  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  should  exert  that  power  on  all  occasions  of 
attempts  to  introduce  it  there :  but  as  the  Constitutional  power  is 
questioned,  WE  ARE  WILLING  TO  TOLERATE  THE 
FREE  EXERCISE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPINION  OF  THAT 
QUESTION  AMONG  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DEMOCRAT- 
IC FAMILY.  WHO  ARE  WILLING  TO  RALLY  UNDER 
OUR  STANDARD,  AND  SUPPORT  THE  TICKET  NOM- 
INATED BY  THE  RECENT  STATE  CONVENTION/' 

And  the  following  was  rejected! 

"  Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of  Slavery 
into  the  territories  of  the  Umted  States,  and  that  we  will  use  aU 
Constitutional  means  necessary  to  prevent  such  extension. 
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And  into  this  Union  many  of  the  most  prominent  membeis  of 
the  old  Liberty  Party  went  rejoicing,  and  entered  into  the  rest 
for  which  they  had  long  been  sighing.  Mr.  Gerbit  Smith,  how- 
ever, and  a  small  company  of  his  pelrsonal  friends  and  neighbors, 
who  hold  to  the  Anti- Slavery  character  of  the  Constitution, 
picked  up  the  rejected  name  and  baptized  themselves  anew 
with  it  If  any  political  party  can  earn  the  credit  of  sincerity 
from  the  utter  hopelessness  of  success,  it  must  certainly  be 
awarded  to  this  select  body.  The  result  in  New  York  was  a 
gain  upon  the  Whigs,  which  nearly  changed  the  Ascendancy  of 
the  State.  A  result  which  it  is  nearly  certain  will  be  accom- 
plished next  year. 

Similar  coalitions,  more  or  less  perfect,  were  efiected  in 
other  States.  In  our  own  the  example  vms  not  followed  soon 
enough  to  secure  the  unseating  of  the  dominant  party.  It 
seemed  as  if  this  might  have  been  done,  inasmuch  as  the  two 
minority  parties  together  were  in  a  majority  of  more  than  Twelve 
Thousand,  in  1848.  The  Union,  however,  could  not  be  com- 
pleted. There  was  no  attempt  to  amalgamate  the  two  parties 
into  one,  but  merely  to  agree  to  support  mixed  tickets  for  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives,  which,  if  carried  through,  would  have 
given  the  coalescing  parties  the  control  of  the  State.  The  plan 
was  successful  only  in  three  counties,  by  which  means  thirteen 
Senators,  Free  Soil  and  Democratic,  were  elected.  A  much 
larger  minority  was  also  returned  to  the  House  than  last  year, 
but  the  Taylor  party  have  the  control  of  the  State  Government 
and  a  sufficient  working  majority. 

The  most  singulsur  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Boilers 
of  Massachusetts,  and  one  that  argues  an  incurable  infirmity  of 
constitution,  is  that  which  has  resulted  in  the  repeated  defeat  of 
Mr.  Palfrey,  in  the  Fourth  District  In  view  of  the  importance 
of  this  election  to  their  party,  both  as  regards  its  political  and 
moral  weight,  it  seems  nothing  short  of  political  lunacy  that  has 
misdirected  their  conduct  At  the  Second  trial,  in  June,  he 
lacked  less  than  a  hundred  votes  of  an  election,  and  at  each 
successive  trial  his  minority  has  been  growing  more  and  more 
hopeless.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  had  strenuous  efbiia 
been  put  forth  previous  to  either  the  second  or  third  trials,  and 
the  District  had  been  thoroughly  agitated,  the  result  would  have 
been  his  election.    But,  it  seems,  that  they,  in  the  innocence  of 
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their  hearts,  of  good  set  purpose,  abstained  from  agitation,  "lest 
they  should  excite  the  other  two  parties!"  As  if  a  General 
should  decline  engaging  the  enemy  before  him,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  they  might  die  natural  deaths !  We  can  assure  the 
Free  Soil  Party  that  victories  are  not  obtained  by  sitting  still,  but 
by  hard  fighting.  We  apprehend  that  their  supineness  has  sacri- 
ficed the  prospects  of  the  man  who  is  the  rightful  head  of  the 
political  opposition  to  Slavery,  under  the  Constitution,  if  single- 
ness of  purpose,  eminent  ability,  and  unshaken  integrity  are  the 
proper  qualifications  of  a  political  Chief. 

We  have  gone  a  good  deal  into  detail  with  regard  to  the  Free 
Soil  Party,  because  we  imagine  we  shall  never  have  to  deal 
with  it  again,  at  least  in  its  present  form.  It  lacks  the  consis- 
tency and  persistency  indispensable  to  partizan  longevity. 
There  are  but  two  consistent  political  movements  now  on  foot 
in  this  country.  One  is  that  of  Mr.  Geerit  Smith  and  his  fol- 
lowers, who  hold  the  Constitution  to  be  an  Anti- Slavery  instru- 
ment, and  are  trying  to  get  into  power  for  the  purpose  of  incon- 
tinently abolishing  Slavery  in  .all  the  States  by  the  paramount 
power  of  Congress.  These  gentlemen  are  perfectly  consistent ; 
and  if  they  can  but  succeed  in  opening  the  eyes  of  this  stifi*- 
necked  and  perverse  generation  by  their  verbal  logic  and  dialectic  ^ 
hairsplittings,  and  convince  them  that  nobody  has  understood 
the  fundamental  law,  not  even  the  framers  of  it,  until  they  were 
providentially  raised  up  to  expound  it,  and  then  if  they  can  but 
prevail  on  a  majority  of  the  Nation  to  join  with  them  in  their 
philanthropic  purpose,  we  shall  no  doubt  witness  a  great  deliv- 
erance,-^  provided  always,  the  Slaveholding  States  are  obliging  / 
enough  to  remain  and  be  operated  upon.  The  other  consistent 
party  is  the  Garrisonian  Disunionists,  who,  accepting  the  ad- 
judged meaning  of  the  Constitution  to  be  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
refuse  to  be  bound  by  it  or  to  swear  to  support  it,  and,  standing, 
outside  of  it,  try  to  destroy  it,  or  to  persuade  the  North  to  with- 
draw its  allegiance  to  it  These  parties  are,  neither  of  them, 
numerically  powerful ;  but  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
their  moral  force.  A  small  political  party,  however  honest, 
which  proposes  to  effect  its  ends  by  political  machinery,  is 
essentially  absurd,  because  extreme  disproportion  of  means  to 
ends  is  a  natural  element  of  the  ridiculous.  To  see  a  handful  of 
honest  gentlemen  struggling  to  raise  one  another  to  ofiice,  for  the 
4# 
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sake  of  doing  what  no  other  sane  man  believes  they  have  the 
right  or  the  power  of  doing,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  rather 
comic  spectacle.  But  there  is  no  disproportion  between  moral 
means  and  ends  however  distant  or  however  vast. 

An  honest  Protestant,  who  stands  in  a  position  unmistakably 
disinterested,  possesses  a  power  which  is  the  greater  because  it 
has  no  elements  by  which  to  calculate  its  extent  It  is  a  natural 
law,  and  not  a  miracle,  that  one  such  shall  chase  a  thousand, 
and  two  put  ten  thousand  to  flight  For  instance,  Gabkison  and 
the  obscure  handful  he  gathered  around  him  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Anti- Slavery  movement  created  a  greater  panic  at 
the  South  and  a  stronger  disturbance  at  the  North  than  the  whole 
Free  Soil  Party  in  1848,  with  an  Ex-president  at  its  head,  and 
ex-governors,  and  ex-senators  by  the  dozen  at  its  taiL  Our 
Belshazzars  trembled  and  their  knees  smote  together,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Daniel  who  expounded  the  handwriting  upon 
their  walls,  rather  than  at  the  thundering  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians at  the  gates  of  their  Babylon.  The  sagacious  Slaveholders 
foresaw  the  Free  Soil  Party  and  whatever  other  shapes  the 
Anti- Slavery  spirit  thus  evoked  would  take,  though  darkly  and 
as  in  a  glass,  and  they  therefore  insisted  on  the  extermination 
of  the  Wizard  and  his  crew.  The  same  power  is  still  exerted 
by  them  only  in  a  vastly  greater  degree  and  over  a  vastly  wider 
field.  Whether  the  Free  Soilers  throw  away  their  chance  of 
incorpomtion  with  the  Democmts  or  improve  it,  we  shall  still 
try  and  make  them  and  the  rest  of  the  nation  as  uncomfortable 
as  we  can.  The  Agitation  shall  be  kept  up  as  long  as  we  have 
breath  and  strength,  until  the  pohtical  battery  is  brought  into  the 
right  position. 

FSEE   PEOPLE    OF   COLOB* 

The  condition  of  that  unfortunate  class  which  exists  in  every 
Free  State,  as  a  memento  of  the  Slavery  that  once  existed 
tiiere,  as  well  as  of  that  under  which  a  sixth  of  the  American 
Nation  still  groan,  must  ever  be  a  subject  of  warm  interest  to  all 
who  have  any  sense  of  Justice  and  Humanity.  The  prejudice 
from  which  springs  the  political  incapacities  with  which  they 
are  visited  in  almost  all  of  the  Free  States,  and  the  social  inju- 
ries which  afflict  them  in  every  one  of  them,  is  the  necessary 
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consequence  of  that  Enslavement — the  greatest  of  earthly 
wrongs  —  which,  if  our  Fathers  established,  we  sustain  and  per- 
petuate. The  prejudice  of  Color  is  but  the  Shadow  which 
Slavery  projects  upon  the  hearts  of  those  who  hve  within  its 
reach.  As  soon  as  the  monstrous  Substance  shall  be  removed 
from  between  the  sun  and  us,  its  Shade  will  flee  away  and 
curse  us  no  more.  The  hatred  which  the  injurer  instinctively 
bears  to  the  injured  has  displayed  itself  in  a  thousand  shapes  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  at  the  North,  as  well  as  in  the  South. 
At  the  polls,  on  the  rail- ways,  in  the  school-house,  the  Church 
and  the  Grave-yard  this  hatred  has  pursued  its  victims.  K 
there  be  any  signs  of  a  better  day  coming,  if  the  rights  of  color- 
ed men  as  men  are  now  in  any  degree  recognized  in  a  fuller 
manner  than  of  old,  if  the  degrading  distinctions  which  law  or 
custom  made  between  races  have  been  at  all  mitigated,  these 
results  are  due  to  the  Abolitionists,  and  to  the  Anti- Slavery 
Agitation  they  have  maintained.  The  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  People  of  Color  has  followed,  though  with  a  tardier 
step  than  we  could  have  wished,  the  earnest  efforts  which  have 
been  put  forth  for  the  deliverence  of  their  brethren  in  bonds. 
Whatever  the  Anti- Slavery  Enterprise  may  have  failed  to  do, 
in  the  opinion  of  its  (unfriendly)  friends,  for  the  Emancipation 
of  the  Southern  Slaves,  it  cannot  well  be  denied  the  credit  of 
having,  in  some  good  degree,  improved  the  condition,  animated 
the  hopes  and  brightened  the  prospects  of  their  injured  brethren 
at  the  North. 

The  colored  inhabitants,  for  citizens  they  can  hardly  be  called, 
of  Connecticut,  after  the  infamous  refusal  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  two  years  since,  to  admit  them  to  equal  political  privi- 
leges, met  in  Convention  at  New  Haven,  on  the  12th  and  13th 
of  September,  to  consider  of  their  condition  and  of  what  could 
be  done  to  improve  it  It  issued  a  temperate  and  well-argued 
Address  to  the  Colored  ^Men  of  the  State,  urging  upon  them  a 
continuaJL  Claim  for  their  rights  of  citizenship,  and  such  a  course 
of  life  and  conduct  as  should  prove  that  their  disfranchisement 
arose  from  the  tinge  God  had  given  to  their  skins,  and  not  from 
any  deficiency  of  intelligence  or  virtue.  We  hope  that  even  the 
Pro- Slavery  darkness  which  her  intimate  commercial  relations 
with  the  South  has  poured  over  Connecticut  may  be  sufficiently 
dispelled  to  show  her  the  disgraceful  as  well  as  useless  folly  of 
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her  exclusive  Constitation*  We  are  sure  it  will,  if  there  are  gena- 
ine  Abditionists  enough  in  the  State  to  besiege  the  Legislature 
without  ceasing,  and  extort  from  the  Unjust  Judge  by  ^eir  im- 
portunity the  justice  denied  to  the  rightfulness  of  their  cause. 

A  very  large  Meeting  of  the  Colored  People  of  the  City  of 
New  York  to  protest  against  that  stupendous  Imposture,  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  especially  against  the  state- 
ments in  England,  of  one  of  its  authorized  agents,  that  the  Cd- 
ored  People  were  favorable  to  that  enforced  Expatriation,  waa 
held  on  the  23d  of  April,  and  was  rery  numerously  attended  and 
ably  addressed.  The  recent  history  of  that  Movement  and  the 
importance  of  a  full  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
Colored  People  in  relation  to  it,  was  distinctly  set  forth,  and  il- 
lustrated and  enforced  by  a  long  array  of  facts  and  arguments. 
The  pretended  Independence  of  Liberia,  and  its  professed  man- 
umission by  the  Colonization  Society,  though  supported  by 
treaties  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  does  not  seem  to  have 
increased  its  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  inteUigent  portion  ci  the 
People  of  Color  in  the  United  States.  The  friendly  reception 
of  President  Roberts  by  those  Courts,  and  their  recognition  of 
the  nationaUty  of  Liberia,  however  ill  we  may  think  that  it  was 
deserved,  is  a  striking  reproof  "^of  the  mean  and  cruel  treatment 
to  which  his  race  is  condemned  by  the  United  States,  collect- 
ively, and  the  several  States,  separately,  with  scarcely  what 
may  be  justly  called  an  exception.  We  trust  that  the  honest 
hatred  borne  by  Colored  Americans  to  the  Colonization  Scheme 
will  not  be  suffered  to  grow  cold,  but  that  they  will  forever  pro- 
test against  it  as  an  enemy  of  their  race  as  deadly  as  it  is  insid- 
ious. 

The  question  of  the  Citizenship  of  persons  of  AiHcan  descent 
has  been  widely  discussed,  during  the  past  year,  in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Clayton,  the  Secretary  of  State,  having  refused  a  Pass- 
port to  one  of  that  extraction,  on  account  of  his  color.  The 
Prime  Minister  of  our  Anti- Slavery  President  informed  the  ap- 
plicant that  "  Passports  are  not  granted  to  Persons  of  Color,  and 
that  Protections  are  only  given  to  them  when  they  are  in  the 
service  of  Diplomatic  Agents,  &c.,  of  the  United  States,  goiag 
abroad."  Attentiott  was  first  drawn  to  this  outrage  by  the  Pena- 
sylvania  Freeman  and  the  Anti-Slarery  Standard,  and  was  soon 
taken  up  by  the  Northern  opponents  of  the  Taykwr  Administra- 
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tion.  The  Anti- Slavery  Whig  Party  at  the  North  were  perplex- 
ed to  find  excuse  for  this  action  of  its  Ministers  at  Washington. 
The  precedents  estabhshed  by  an  almost  unbroken  succession 
of  Slaveholding  Secretaries  of  State,  were  what  they  mainly 
relied  upon.  But,  unfortunately  for  them  precedents  were 
found  on  the  other  side,  passports  having  been  granted  to  the 
Ker.  Peter  Williams  and  Mr.  Robert  Purvis,  if  not  to  others. 
Secretary  Buchanan,  one  of  the  few  Northern  Premiers,  in  the 
case  of  William  P.  Powell,  by  implication  said  that  a  pass- 
port would  not  have  been  refused  to  him  on  account  of  his  color, 
had  he  been  able  to  substantiate  his  citizenship  otherwise.  It 
was  a  source  of  great  distress  to  the  Northern'  Presses  of  the 
Taylor  And- Slavery  stamp,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not  defend 
the  act  and  yet  would  not  condemn  the  Agent.  Whether  Sec- 
retary Clatton  really  did  run  before  he  was  sent,  and  thought 
to  recommend  himself  to  the  South  by  refusing  to  do  what 
Slaveholding  Forsyth  had  done,  or  whether  such  be  indeed  the 
rule  of  the  Department,  is  yet  a  moot  question.  But  this  ex- 
tending the  disfranchisement  of  a  numerous  class  of  citizens,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Head  of  a  Department,  to  the  whole  world, 
is  but  a  fair  exposition  of  the  temper  and  chsuracter  of  the  Na- 
tion, while  its  being  made  by  the  Head  of  the  Whig  Adminis- 
tration is  a  strong  symptom  of  the  quality  of  that  Anti- Slavery 
Millennium  which  its  Seers  prophesied  as  at  hand,  during  the 
days  of  its  Captivity. 

The  struggle  which  the  Colored  People  of  Boston  have  been 
making,  in  years  past,  for  their  admission  to  equal  rights  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  that  City,  has  been  going  on  with  increasing 
spirit  They  have  neglected  no  proper  means  to  express  their 
sense  of  the  injury  they  suffer  from  the  Caste  School  to  which 
their  children  are  condemned.  Boston  is,  we  believe,  the  last 
place  in  Massachusetts  which  makes  a  stand  for  the  privilege 
of  making  the  prejudice  of  color  a  part  of  Common  School  Ed- 
ucation. Salem,  Nantucket,  New  Bedford  among  the  large 
towns,  and  also  the  smaller  ones  from  necessity,  act  on  the 
principle  of  equality  of  rights  in  the  School-room.  Boston, 
alone,  claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  last  that  will  yield  to 
the  spirit  of  Progress  that  is  making  Old  Things  New.  On  the 
23d  of  July  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Colored  Citizens  of 
Boston  was  held  to  remonstrate  against  the  continuance  of  the 
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Sndth  School,  -wliich  it  denounced  as  a  Poblic  Nuisance  Itet 
skould  be  immediately  annihilated.  An  Address  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  expressing  these  opinions,  demandmg  their 
rights,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  their  daty  to  rest  satisfied 
with  anything  short  of  their  rights,  was  adopted  by  (he  Meeting. 
This  remonstrance  appears  to  have  had  but  little  effect,  inas- 
much as  the  School  Committee  refused  to  close  the  School,  and 
it  is  still  in  operation.  In  the  Committee,  the  Report  ofiered  by 
Charles  T.  Russell,  Esq.,  on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the 
Sub- Committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  to  the  effect  that  the 
colored  children  should  be  permitted  to  go  the  Ward  Schools,  if 
they  pleased,  but  that  the  Smith  School  should  be  kept  open  for 
the  benefit  of  those  that  chose  to  use  it,  was  rejected,  and  that 
of  the  majority,  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bioelow,  upholding  the 
separate  system,  was  adopted.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Thohas 
Paul,  was  appointed  Master,  the  Committee  appearing  to  think 
that  the  selection  of  a  colored  man  to  the  office  of  Teacher, 
would  have  a  tendency  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  injured 
parties  to  the  system.  That  it  has  not  had  this  efiect  has  been 
manifested  at  subsequent  meetings,  one  of  which  was  disgrace- 
fully disturbed,  whidi  empliatically  reitemted  their  former  Fro- 
test  against  it. 

One  reason  given  by  the  School  Committee  for  its  action,  was, 
that  a  suit  at  law  was  pending  to  settle  the  Constitutionality  ct 
the  Municipal  Law,  establishing  a  School  on  the  ground  of  oom« 
plexion.  As  if  this  were  not  a  question  to  be  settled  on  princi- 
ples antecedent  to  Constitutions  and  superior  to  bye-laws !  This 
action,  Roberts  vs.  the  City  of  Boston,  came  up  for  argument 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  4th  of  December,  and  was 
argued  by  Robert  Morris  and  Charles  Sumner,  Esqs.,  for  the 
Plaintiff,  and  Theophilus  P.  Chandler,  Esq.,  the  City  Solicit(»', 
tor  the  Defendant  Mr.  Sumner's  argument  was  marked  by 
great  depth  of  research,  clearness  of  statement,  and  force  of  rea- 
soning. It  has  since  been  published  and  widely  circulated,  and 
has  excited  general  admimtion  by  the  masterly  style  of  its  ex- 
ecution. The  decision  of  the  Bench  is  not  yet  given ;  bat  we 
hope  that  in  our  next  year's  Report  we  shall  have  to  record  that 
the  last  legal  trace  of  Slavery  was  wiped  away  by  the  hand  of 
Justice,  guided  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  as  was  Slavery 
itself  in  1796  in  obedience  to  the  Bill  of  Rights.   But  should  we 
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be  disappointed  in  this  hope,  it  will  then  be  the  duty  of  all  of  as 
to  call  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  General  Law  settling  this 
question  forever  in  favor  of  Justice  and  Equal  Eights. 

ESCAPING   SLAVES. 

The  tide  which  has  been  flowing  for  so  many  years,  but 
especially  since  the  inception  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Enterprize, 
from  the  South  to  the  North,  of  the  Slave  population,  has  con- 
tinued to  pour  in  a  swelling  flood,  in  spite  of  the  increased 
vigilance  and  angry  care  of  the  Slave-masters.  The  love  of 
freedom  has  proved  to  be  indeed  stronger  than  the  fear  of  death, 
and  dangers  in  the  most  frightful  shapes  have  been  dared,  so 
that  liberty  might  be  achieved.  Here,  again,  we  may  point  with 
pride  to  one  of  the  triumphs  of  the  Abolitionists.  Where  one 
Slave  made  a  successful  escape  twenty  years  ago,  probably  fifty 
make  good  their  flight,  now.  In  this  State,  and  in  others,  an 
attempt  at  recapture  is  unheard  of,  and  none  has  been  made, 
here,  for  more  thein  seven  years.  The  fact  seems  to  have  be- 
come an  established  one  that  the  trouble  and  expense  of  re- 
claiming a  Slave  that  has  reached  one  of  the  New  Eugland 
States,  is  more  than  he  is  worth.  And  who  have  produced  the 
state  of  things  of  which  this  is  the  result?  The  Abolitionists, 
and  the  Abolitionists  only.  Had  it  not  been  for  their  incessant 
importunity,  the  gaol  of  Boston  would  still  be,  as  it  was  in 
former  years,  as  freely  used  for  the  detention  of  fugitives,  as  that 
of  Richmond  or  of  Washington. 

The  number  of  attempts  at  escape  which  were  defeated  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  or  by  the  baseness  of  Northern 
Captains,  is  greater  than  we  have  room  to  record.  While 
Slavery  exists  these  must  needs  be  numerous  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  successful  efibrts.  The  number  of  seizures,  in 
the  Middle  States,  of  persons  as  Slaves  has  been  considerable. 
A  man  named  Belt  who  was  arrested  in  New  York  as  a  IVfory- 
land  Slave,  and  whose  case  excited  a  strong  interest  there,  was 
discharged  by  Judge  Edmonds,  on  the  ground  that  the  legal  ex- 
istence of  Slavery  in  Maryland  was  not  properly  established,  and 
also  that  a  master  could  only  hold  a  Slave  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  his  claim  to  him  before  a  Magistrate,  and  that  the 
return  in  this  case  expressly  excluded  such  intention.     When 
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this  decision  was  announced,  the  counsel  of  the  claimant  told 
hinl  to  seize  his  Slave  himself,  bat  the  excitement  in  and  aronnd 
the  Court-house  was  so  great,  that  he  not  only  interposed  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  Belt's  withdrawal,  but  apphed  to  the 
Court  for  protection  for  his  own  person.  We  think  that  not 
many  more  open  attempts  to  reclaim  SlaVes  by  legal  process 
will  be  made  even  in  New  York.  The  danger  of  kidnapping  is 
the  one  the  most  seduously  to  be  guarded  against,  now.  Of  this 
there  have  been  several  cases,  in  one  of  which,  at  least,  the 
offenders  met  with  a  condign  punishment  In  some  of  the 
States  bordering  on  Slavery  this  crime  is  said  to  be  carried  on 
systematically,  and  though  the  perpetrators  are  known,  they 
cannot  be  reached  on  account  of  the  legal  incompetency  of  col- 
ored persons  to  bear  witness  against  whites.  Well  may  such 
laws  be  called  Black  Laws !  Black  are  the  hearts  from  whi<di 
they  issued,  or  which  suffer  them  to  exist 

Another  has  been  added  to  the  noble  army  of  those  martyrs 
who  have  suffered  for  assisting  in  the  escape  of  Slaves,  in  the 
person  of  Richaed  Dillingham,  of  Illinois.  This  young  man,  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  arrested  in  Tennessee  in 
the  commission  of  this  crime.  When  brought  into  Court  he  did 
not  deny  the  charge,  and  stated  that  in  doing  what  he  did  he 
was  but  following  out  the  principles  which  he  had  been  taught 
from  his  youth  upward.  His  ingenuous  and  manly  deportment 
won  him  this  much  favor  at  least,  that  he  received  the  lightest 
sentence  the  law  allowed  for  his  offence,  three  years  in  the 
Penitentiary.  Mr.  Faiebank,  after  serving  for  several  years  in 
the  Penitentiary  of  Kentucky,  has  been  released  by  pardon,  an 
act  of  clemency  which  has  brought  down  upon  the  head  of  the 
Government  of  that  State  a  world  of  Pro- Slavery  reproach. 
Captain  Deatton,  whose  attempt  with  Captain  Satees  excited 
so  much  attention  last  year,  was  tried  last  Spring  at  Washington, 
and  acquitted  on  the  indictment  found  against  him,  but  was  de- 
tained in  prison  on  other  charges,  arising  out  of  the  same  humane 
attempt 

Two  instances  of  daring  escape,  indicative  the  one  of  the 
moral  and  the  other  of  the  physical  endurance  which  the  hope 
of  escaping  from  Slavery  will  inspire,  have  occurred  since  we 
met  last  year.  William  and  Ellen  Ceafts  made  their  way, 
last  Spring,  from  the  interior  of  Georgia  to  Philadelphia,  the 
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wife  disguised  as  a  man  and  passing  as  the  master  of  her  hus- 
band.     The  fairness  of  her  complexion  made  the  deception 
easy  and  they  passed  without  suspicion.    The  intelligence  and 
modesty  of  their  character  and  conduct  has  won  for  them  many 
friends  and  they  have  done  good  service  by  their  attendance  at 
Anti- Slavery  Meetings,  the  interest  of  which  was  materially  in- 
creased by  the  recital  of  their  romantic  story.     The  other  case 
was  that  of  Henry  Brown,  who  for  the  chance  of  liberty  con-  . 
sented  to  be  packed  in  a  box  and  sent  as  merchandize  from 
Eichmond  to  Philadelphia.    In  this  coffined  condition  he  passed 
twenty-seven  hours,  part  of  them  on  his  head,  and  reached  his 
journey's  end  in  safety.     This  case  excited  great  interest  and 
attention  and  he  has  drawn  large  audiences  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  where  he  has  held  meetings  for  the  piurpose  of 
telling  his  story.      Several  other  Richmond  Slaves,  attempting 
to  escape  by  the  same  means,  were  detected  at  the  outset    The 
person  who  assisted  them  was  arrested  and  punished.     Surely 
no  eloquence  can  speak  in  tones  like  these  of  the  hoirors  of  that 
servitude,  to  escape  from  which  it  was  not  too  much  for  men 
and  women  to  encounter  such  experiences  as  these ! 

HUNGARIAN   SYMPATHIZERS. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  fitter  place  than  this  in  which  to  allude  to 
the  wicked  and  absurd  inconsistency  of  the  American  People,  in 
pretending  to  feel  for  the  down-trodden  and  oppressed  of  other 
lands,  while  they  are  standing  with  their  feet  planted  on  the 
necks  and  hearts  of  one-sixth  of  their  countrymen.  Of  tlie 
sympathy  uttered  for  the  Revolutionary  Struggles  in  Europe,  as 
far  as  they  were  then  developed,  we  spoke  last  year.  This  year, 
the  attempt  of  Austria  to  destroy  the  Nationality  of  Hungary  by 
a  crushing  Centralization,  and  the  interposition  of  Russia  to  put 
down  the  resistance  this  attempt  had  excited,  and  which,  witii* 
out  this,  would  have  been  successful,  has  aroused  the  vaporiag 
spirit  which  calls  itself  love  of  liberty  in  this  country.  It  pro- 
posed recognizing  Hungary  before  she  had  achieved  her  inde- 
pendence, sending  her  supplies  of  men  and  money,  and  doing 
various  things,  lawful  and  unlawful,  for  her  aid  and  comfort 
And  since  her  fate  is  sealed  and  her  defenders  are  driven  into 
exile,  they  are  welcomed  to  our  shores  by  public  aothorites,  en- 
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t^tained  at  public  expense,  and  a  Slaveholding  Senator  has  had 
the  impadence  to  propose  the  withdrawal  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  Austria,  on  the  ground  that  we  are  so  much  holier  than  she ! 
As  if  this  country,  with  all  its  political  arrangements  planned  to 
give  security  and  supremacy  to  a  small  junto  of  petty  tyrants 
like  this  Foots,  of  Mississippi,  were  worthy  to  unloose  the 
latchet  of  the  shoes  of  a  Hapsburgh  or  a  Romanoff! 

The  position  of  the  Hungarians  is  indeed  one  to  enlist  the 
warm  sympathies  of  every  generous  mind.  A  proud  nation 
stripped  in  a  moment  of  privileges  extorted  centuries  ago,  and 
confirmed  by  successive  generations  of  kings  and  kaisars,  by  a 
stripling  Emperor,  who,  though  in  the  line  of  succession,  is  con- 
stitutionally an  usurper,  rising  in-  arms  to  vindicate  its  rights 
against  a  first  class  Power,  is  a  spectacle  which  we  have  all 
been  brought  up  to  admire,  and  which  has  elements  of  the  truly 
admirable  in  it  And  when  a  yet  mightier  empire  poured  down 
its  hordes  in  a  crusade  for  the  re-establishment  of  Absolutism 
into  the  Hungarian  Territory  and  the  inhabitants  kept  both 
enemies  at  bay,  notwithstanding  the  tremendous  odds  against 
them,  a  deeper  indignation  and  a  livelier  sympathy  was  well 
excited  by  the  spectacle.  For  it  was  a  conflict  between  Eight 
and  Wrong  in  which  we  could  wish  well  but  to  one  side.  And 
the  energies  of  mind  and  matter,  the  apparition  of  great  men  in 
obedience  to  the  strong  summons  of  the  great  Occasion  and  the 
creation  of  physical  resources  out  of  nothing,  which  it  called  into 
being,  are  things  which  find  answering  sentiments  in  all  hearts 
that  feel  and  all  heads  that  think.  There  is  a  magic  in  the 
unconquerable  will  and  the  resolute  devotion  of  life  and  life's 
worth  to  a  public  end  which  must  meet  a  response  even  in  those 
breasts  which  perceive  the  most  clearly  the  barbarism  and  in- 
sufliciency  of  the  manifestation  they  have  taken  upon  them- 
selves. Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  shape  which  the  spirit 
of  resistance  to  tyranny  may  assume  at  any  particular  time  or 
point  of  the  world's  history,  the  evidence  of  its  existence  must 
be  accepted  as  a  sure  prophecy  of  a  higher  coming  civilization 
not  yet  evolved  from  the  bosom  of  the  Ages. 

We  do  not  complain,  therefore,  of  the  interest  which  any  sin- 
cere lover  of  liberty  feels  in  the  Hungarian  contest,  nor  of  any 
expression  of  it  which  is  a  relief  to  any  honest  heart  On  the 
contrary  we  welcome  both  wherever  we  can  imagine  them  to  be 
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sincere.  Bat  we  do  hold  to  the  reasonableness  of  trying  the 
sincerity  of  all  such  professions  by  applying  to  them  the  touch- 
stone  of  the  conduct  of  the  professors.  Dr.  Johnson  was  not  far 
out  of  the  way  when  he  contemptuously  asked  in  his  Taxation 
No  Tyranny,  "  how  is  it  that  we  hear  the  loudest  yelps  for  lib- 
erty among  the  drivers  of  Negroes?"  He  applied  this  test  to 
our  Revolutionary  Fathers,  and  showed  them  to  be  wanting  in 
the  truest  sense  of  human  rights,  of  the  truth  of  which  our  whole 
history  for  sixty  years,  and  especially  our  current  history,  is  thick 
with  proof  A  sympathizer  with  the  oppressed  at  least  ought 
not  to  be  a  tyrant  himself  It  is  the  commonest  sense  to  de- 
mand that  he  who  overflows  with  indignation  at  foreign  inter- 
ference to  crush  Rights  struggling  for  existence  with  overshad- 
owing despotism,  should  not  be  doing  the  very  same  thing  in  his 
own  person.  And  yet  this  country  presents  a  spectacle  of  Hu- 
man Rights  trodden]  into  annihilation  at  one  end  of  it,  and  of  a 
perpetual  armed  intervention  to  put  down  the  oppressed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  oppressor,  at  the  other,  of  which  the  struggle  be- 
tween Hungary  and  the  Empire  of  Austria,  and  the  armed  in- 
terference of  Uie  Autocracy  of  Russia  does  not  approach  near 
enough  to  be  a  parallel  It  is  unfair  to  Francis  Joseph  and 
Nicholas  to  put  them  into  the  same  category  with  ourselves. 

In  one  part  of  our  country  is  a  perpetual  war  raging  between 
two  races  of  men.  One  has  the  upper  hand  by  virtue  of  an  ab- 
solute majority  of  numbers  and  the  monopoly  of  all  the  educa- 
tion, wealth  and  military  resources.  The  dominant  party  exer- 
cises a  daily  and  hourly  tyranny  over  their  vanquished  vassab 
greater  in  degree  and  worse  in  kind,  not  only  than  that  whic^ 
Austria  has  ever  pretended  to  exert  over  the  Hungarian  Nobles, 
but  greater  than  those  Nobles  themselves  ever  dreamed  of  ex- 
ercising over  their  own  Serfs.  They  have  not  even  the  poor 
privilege  of  being  chained  to  the  soil,  and  thus  knowing  at  least 
the  full  extent  of  their  misery.  However  miserable  their  estate 
at  present  may  be,  they  have  not  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  it  is  the  worst  that  they  can  suffer.  The  pure  despotism 
which  broods  over  them  possesses  the  power,  never  permitted  to 
fall  into  disuse,  of  breaking  the  ties  by  which  Nature  strives  to 
make  their  lot  endumble,  and  condemning  them,  for  no  crime,  to 
a  life-long  exile  from  all  the  scenes  and  hearts  they  love,  to  in- 
hospitable climes  cursed  with  yet  intenser  eruelty  and  wrong. 
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A  nation  of  petty  despots,  a  race  proverbially  the  most  cruel  of 
any,  and  reigning  by  brute' force  and  intellectual  power,  by 
literal  chains  and  scourges,  and  by  a  compelled  ignorance  over 
a  nation  of  abject  Slaves,  the  victims  of  one  eternal  Reign  of 
Terror !  And  these  men  had  the  impudence  to  exult  in  the  re- 
sistance of  the  HuDgarians  to  Austrian  and  Russian  aggression ! 
And  this  is  by  no  means  the  most  disgusting  spectacle  which 
our  country  affords  in  this  regard. 

For  while  this  war  is  waged  every  day  in  our  Southern  conn- 
try,  it  is  only  by  the  permission  of  the  allies  of  the  tjrrants  at  the 
North.  It  is  by  the  Intervention  of  the  Non-^aveholders  that 
the  scale  of  tyranny  is  made  to  weigh  down  that  of  liberty.  The 
state  of  things  which  Nicholas  has  brought  about  for  the  Hun- 
garians by  the  brute  force  of  his  Empire,  we  have  maintained 
for  sixty  years  by  ours  for  the  sable  nation  beyond  our  Southern 
frontier.  If  we  have  not  poured  in  our  armies  to  suppress  their 
insurrection,  it  was  because  we  have  made  one  hopeless  by  our 
near  presence,  always  ready,  an  imnumbered  multitude,  to  cm^ 
it  under  the  tread  of  our  feet.  We  have  been  doing  the  work 
of  the  standing  armies  of  Continental  Europe  since  the  fall  of 
Napoleon,  keeping  down  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  af  Lib- 
erty ^raong  oppressed  millions  by  the  continual  threat  and 
presence  of  our  physical  predominance.  And  all  the  time  we 
have  been  doing  what  the  Turks  disdained  to  do,  catching  their 
victims  who  have  sought  safety  in  flight,  and  restoring  them  to 
their  lords,  making  our  soil  equally  a  hostile  one  for  them  with 
that  they  had  fled  from,  and  all  for  some  selfish  advantages,  of 
which  after  all  we  have  been  cheated !  Precious  indeed  is  oar 
sympathy  with  the  struggling  Nations  and  instmctive  our  ex- 
ample! 

The  analogy  between  our  attitude  towards  the  Slaveholders 
and  the  Slaves  and  that  of  Russia  towards  Austria  and  Hungary 
is  perfect,  or  the  difference,  if  any,  is  not  in  our  favor.  It  is 
through  our  Holy  Alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  that  the 
masters  possess  their  souls  in  peace  and  their  chattels  in  safety. 
It  is  only  by  the  breach  of  that  Alliance  that  any  ray  of  hope 
can  penetrate  to  the  dungeon  over  which  we  keep  guard. 
Slavery  can  only  be  abolished  in  two  ways.  By  the  concession 
of  the  master,  grounded  upon  his  perception  of  its  necessity  or 
its  expediency,  or  both ;  or  by  the  good  right  hand  of  the  Slaves 
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themselves,  appealing  to  Anns  and  the  God  of  Battles.  Both 
these  methods  are  rendered  virtually  impossible  by  the  Union  of 
these  States,  as  now  existing.  As  to  the  first,  how  can  it  evet 
be  necessary  for  the  master  to  manumit  his  Slaves  so  long  as  he 
has  four  or  five  millions  of  allies,  expressly  to  enable  him  to  defy 
it  ?  Or  how  can  it  ever  be  expedient,  speaking  after  the  man- 
ner of  men,  when  we  have  so  arranged  the  terms  of  our  part- 
nership that  his  possession  of  a  potential  voice  and  overbearing 
influence  in  our  own  affairs  depends  on  his  holding  Slaves  as  a 
condition  precedent?  And  as  to  the  last,  what  resolution  even 
from  despair  could  an  intelligent  Slave  cherish  under  the 
shadow  of  half  a  Continent  ready  to  fall  upon  his  head  if  he  but 
move  in  his  chains  ?  Desperate  submission  or  partial  revenge 
is  all  the  resource  that  is  left  him.  The  three  conditions  of  our 
National  Union,  the  bonm  allowed  the  Slaveholder  to  induce 
him  to  continue  one,  in  the  three-fifths  clause,  the  pledge  of  the 
physical  force  of  the  Nation  against  domestic  insunection,  and 
the  right  of  recapture,  are  the  ties  which  bind  the  Slave  to  hit 
despair.  The  Gordian  knots  are  so  inextricably  fastened  about 
ns  as  well  as  him  that  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  master  as 
well  as  he,  until  we  can  pluck  up  the  courage  to  cut  them 
through.  Then  we  may  with  some  face  sympathize  with  the 
**  desolate  and  oppressed  "  everywhere,  and  hear  of  their  strug- 
gles without  feeling  ashamed  of  ourselves. 

ANNUAL   KBETINO   OF  THE   AMERICAN   ANTI-SLAVERY   SOCIETT. 

There  was  never  a  more  successful  Meeting  of  the  National 
Society  held,  since  its  formation,  than  that  of  last  May.  The 
Anniversary  was  held  in  the  Tabernacle,  in  New  York,  on  the 
8th  of  May,  and  was  attended  by  a  crowded  audience.  After 
the  introductory  services,  and  the  reading  of  an  appropriate  por- 
tion of  the  Prophets,  with  fitting  comments,  by  Mr.  Garrison, 
Mr.  QuiNCT  proposed  a  series  of  Biesolutions,  of  which  the  three 
following  were  the  concluding  ones. 

"  Resolved,  That  that  which  is  giving  strength,  extension  and 
perpetuity  to  Slavery,  —  to  wit,  the  Union,  —  on  being  over- 
thrown by  a  peacefhl  withdrawal  from  it  by  the  Non-Slavehold- 
ing  States,  for  conscience  sake  and  for  self-preservation,  must 
5* 
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necessarilj  weaken,  limit  and  speedily  extirpate  Slavery  firom 
the  American  soil ;  Therefore, 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  motto  of  every  Christian  and  every 
Patriot  should  be  *  No  Union  with  Slaveholders,  either  religiously 
or  politically* 

**  Resolved,  That  this  is  not  a  question  of  expediency,  on 
which  action  may  be  innocently  defened  *  till  a  more  convenient 
season/  but  one  of  absolute  Morality,  —  of  obedience  to  God 
and  fidelity  to  Mankind,  —  to  be  met  and  carried  out  to  the 
letter." 

The  great  auditory  was  addressed  in  succession  by  Messrs. 
PiLLSBURT,  Phillips  and  Douglass,  with  great  power  and 
effect  Their  speeches  were  fully  reported,  and  produced  a 
deep  and  wide  impression.  The  Resolutions  above  cited,  and 
portions  of  Mr.  Phillips'  Speech,  were  quoted  in  Congress  and 
copied  extensively  into  the  Southern  papers.  The  press  of  the 
country  generally  gave  circulation  to  these  incendiary  ideas  by 
the  condemnation  they  were  swifl  to  heap  upon  Ihem.  Perhaps, 
no  Meeting  ever  contributed  so  much  to  the  general  understand- 
ing by  the  country  at  large  of  the  peculiar  Philosophy  and 
Method  of  the  American  Society. 

The  Business  Meetings  of  the  Society  were  held  in  the  Mi- 
nerva Rooms,  and  were  continued  through  the  third  day.  They 
were  fully  attended  by  AboHtionists  during  the  day  and  by 
a  miscellaneous  company  in  the  evenings.  The  best  known 
Anti- Slavery  Speakers  kept  up  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceed- 
ings, to  the  last  The  business  of  the  Society  was  despatched 
with  entire  imanimity  and  all  departed  with  their  hearts  com- 
forted and  their  resolutions  strengthened. 


THB   STANDARD. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  the  Standard,  as  the  Organ 
of  the  Society,  was  a  topic  that  occupied  a  good  deal  of  the 
attention  of  the  members.  The  circumstance  that  it  does  not 
pay  its  own  expenses  has  led  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the 
cause  to  the  opinion  that  the  funds  appropriated  to  it  might 
have  some  more  efiectual  direction  given  to  them.  This,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  the  view  of  the  majority  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  or  of  the  Society.     The  vital  necessity  of  such  a 
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Symbol  of  the  existence  of  the  National  Movement,  and  of  sach 
an  Organ  of  its  utterance,  appears  to  them  to  justify  any 
amount  of  expenditure  necessary  to  the  object,  and  attainable 
for  it.  The  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  it  has  been  conduct- 
ed for  so  many  years  by  Mr.  Gay,  assisted  during  the  preceding 
volume  by  the  wit,  sound  reasoning  and  poetry  of  James  Bub- 
sell  Lowell,  had  stamped  upon  it  a  character,  the  influence  of 
which,  in  their  opinion,  it  would  be  unwise  to  abandon.  The 
services  of  Edmund  QuiNcr  as  an  additional  Corresponding 
Editor  were  procured,  and  the  paper  has  continued  to  appear, 
and  we  believe  with  undiminished  power  and  interest. 

The  establishment  and  support  of  the  Standard  for  the  last 
ten  years  have  been  among  the  most  pregnant  proofs  of  vitahty 
and  tenacity  of  life,  that  the  Abolitionists  have  ever  shown. 
Begun  without  a  single  subscriber,  at  a  time  when  the  Move- 
ment Proper  was  betrayed  and  deserted  by  almost  all  who  had 
seemed  to  be  its  incarnate  embodiment,  its  property  made  away 
with,  its  character  maligned,  its  supporters  slandered  —  "  their 
life's  Ufe  lied  away," —  it  has  been  maintained  without  interrup- 
tion for  nine  years,  and  we  hope  will  continue  to  wrestle  with- 
the  storm  as  long  as  the  existence  of  Slavery  compels  into  being 
the  antagonist  entity  of  Abolitionism.  The  importance  of  the 
Organ  of  a  Combination  against  any  public  iniquity,  is  to  be 
very  imperfectly  measured  by  its  subscription  list,  and  indeed  is, 
in  some  measure,  independent  of  it.  The  utterer  of  unpalatable 
doctrine,  of  hated  truth,  was  never  yet  popular.  If  he  escape 
such  martyrdom  as  his  age  deals  in,  at  least  he  cannot  expect  it 
to  afford  him  a  comfortable  support  If  it  will  lend  him  its  ears, 
and  that  grudgingly,  it  is  all  that  he  can  hope  for.  But  there 
must  be  a  Voice  to  cry  in  the  Wilderness,  "  Bepent  and  flee 
from  the  Wrath  to  come,"  although  locusts  and  wild  honey  must 
be  its  meat  The  scattered  labors  of  our  little  remnant  of  war- 
worn veterans,  invcduable  and  all  essential  as  they  are,  are 
almost  lost  sight  of  in  the  immensity  of  their  field.  They  need 
a  central  organ  to  magnify  their  office  and  to  proclaim  and  record 
their  successes.  Men  require  some  single  point  to  which  to 
look  to  know  whether  the  Anti- Slavery  Movement  has  still  an 
existence,  and  what  are  the  proofs  of  vitality  that  it  is  afibrding. 
The  flag  at  the  mast-head  of  a  man-of-war  may  be  but  an  in- 
considerable piece  of  bunting;  but  it  is  the  emblem  of  nation- 
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ality,  and  gives  friends  and  foes  to  know  whether  it  holds  its 
own  or  whether  it  has  yielded  to  the  enemy. 

The  soundness  of  this  philosophy  has  been  proved  by  the 
history  of  all  assaults  upon  the  strongholds  of  national  and  social 
crime.  The  British  and  Foreign  Anti- Slavery  Society  daring 
its  days  of  life,  previous  to  the  Abolition  of  British  Slavery, 
(since  which  time  it  has  had  a  name  to  live,  but  has  been  worse 
than  dead,)  depended  on  the  contributions  of  Abolitionists  for 
the  support  of  its  Organ  and  Publications.  So  with  the  efibrts 
for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance,  War,  Capital  Punishment, 
and  other  public  evils,  on  both  sides  of  the  water.  Probably  in 
no  instance  has  the  organ  of  any  Society  gathered  for  the  re- 
moval of  these,  or  analogous  evils,  sustained  itself  by  sales  and 
subscriptions.  And  this  for  the  obvious  reason  that  men  will 
not  pay  for  the  rebukes  of  their  darling  sins.  But  which  of  those 
Movements  could  have  had  any  abiding  effect  or  continuing  in- 
fluence  had  it  not  been  for  the  Medium  through  which  each 
spoke  to  the  World  ?  We  believe  the  Standard  has  done  as 
well  in  this  respect,  taking  into  consideration  the  vastly  greater 
obstacles  it  has  had  to  encounter,  as  any  of  its  contemporaries 
of  a  Reforming  character.  Nay,  better.  For  the  odiousness 
of  the  truths  it  enunciates  has  been,  in  an  unusual  degree, 
compensated  for  by  the  ability  which  has  marked  its  editorial 
conduct,  and  the  sterling  excellence  of  the  matter  it  has  con- 
tained. Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  read  it  who  do  not 
pay  for  it,  and  to  the  press,  far  and  wide.  South  as  well  as 
North,  it  is  the  chief  channel  through  which  Anti- Slavery  light 
and  influence  flows.  The  Abolitionists  are  obliged  to  furnish 
their  food  to  the  hungry,  not  merely,  in  many  cases,  without 
money  and  without  price,  but  even  to  send  out  and  compel  them 
to  come  in  on  those  terms. 

To  do  this  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  every  true  Aboli- 
tionist, and  in  the  performance  of  this  work  we  commend  to 
them  all,  every  where,  the  extension  of  the  circulation  of  the 
Standard.  In  the  remoter  parts  of  the  country  the  interests  of 
the  paper  must  be  mainly  lefl  in  the  hands  of  its  local  friends. 
The  small  body  of  agents  which  the  Executive  Committee  have 
been  able  to  direct  to  this  work  have  devoted  themselves  to  the 
attempt  to  obtain  a  local  support  for  the  paper  in  Eastern  New- 
York.    Let  the  AboUtionists,  and  all  subscribers  who  value  an 
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exclusively  Anti- Slavery  paper,  see  to  it  that  the  Standard 
suffers  no  detriment  through  their  neglect  Let  them  continue 
their  own  subscriptions,  collect  those  in  their  neighborhood,  and 
procure  additional  subscribers.  Much,  we  know  from  personal 
experience,  can  be  done  in  this  way.  Enough  to  keep  the 
present  list  whole,  and  to  make  the  subscriptions  obtained  by 
special  efforts  a  clear  gain.  Let  every  one  bring  this  home  to 
his  own  business  and  bosom,  and  give  a  very  moderate  share  of 
time  and  attention  to  it,  and  a  great  and  beneficent  work  will  be 
done.  • 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND  CONVENTION. 

The  Annual  Gathering  of  the  faithful  Abohtionists  of  New 
England,  assisted  as  usual  by  friends  from  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  took  place  in  Boston  on  the  29th  of  May,  and  continued 
in  session  until  Thursday  night  Wendell  Phillips  presided 
over  it  for  the  chief  of  the  tima  The  meetings  were  held  at 
the  Melodeon,  which  was  thronged  from  the  opening  to  the  dose, 
excepting  the  last,  which  was  held  in  Faneuil  Hall.  The 
interest  of  the  meetings  was  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  the 
Ceafts  and  of  Brown,  to  whom  the  middle  name  of  Box,  in 
honor  of  his  method  of  escape,  has  been  accorded  by  general 
consent  The  various  topics  of  interest  which  the  time  sug- 
gested were  embodied  in  the  Resolutions  and  discussed  in  the 
amplest  manner.  A  plan  for  the  continuance  and  extension  of 
the  system  of  Conventions,  originated  by  the  last  year's  Con- 
vention was  adopted,  and  funds  raised  to  carry  it  out  The 
speeches  were  almost  uniformly  of  a  very  high  order,  and  could 
hardly  fail  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  large  multitndes 
who  were  drawn  together  to  hear  them ;  and  the  interest  of  the 
members  and  of  the  spectators  went  on  increasing  to  the  last 
There  is  no  Meeting  in  that  week  of  Conventions  that  ap- 
proaches the  Anti- Slavery  Convention  in  general  interest  aod 
specific  benefit ;  which  attracts  together  such  a  variety  of  ciiar* 
acters  and  conditions,  or  leaves  so  beneficent  an  impression  on 
those  who  assist  in  its  deliberations  or  witness  them  from 
without 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  REPORT. 


THE   FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  birth-day  of  American  Liberty,  which  has  so  sadly  dis- 
appointed the  auguries  of  its  nativity,  had  a  due  celebration,  by 
the  Members  and  Friends  of  this  Society,  at  Abington,  in  the 
beautiful  Grove,  which  we  have  mentioned  in  former  Reports 
as  the  scene  of  successful  An ti- Slavery  Meetings.  A  special 
train  conveyed  a  numerous  body  of  the  Abolitionists  of  Boston 
and  its  neighborhood  to  the  spot,  where  they  were  met  by  zeal- 
ous friends  from  the  Old  Colony  and  more  remote  parts  of  the 
State.  The  weather  was  extremely  fine,  being  precisely  the 
right  temperature  for  an  open  air  meeting.  The  attendance  was 
much  larger  than  usual  The  grounds  were  quite  thronged 
with  holiday  groups,  and  the  masses  around  the  platform  were 
densely  packed  and  profoundly  attentive.  Mr.  Stetson  made 
a  speech  in  the  morning  overflowing  with  bonhommie,  full  of 
deep  feeling  relieved  by  playful  humor  and  sparkling  wit,  look- 
ing at  the  cause  from  the  most  encouraging  point  of  view. 
Messrs.  Garrison,  Quinct,  W.  W.  Brown  and  Buffum,  also 
took  part  in  the  morning  services.  The  speaking  during  the  day 
was  interspersed  by  Anti- Slavery  Songs  by  the  Assembly. 

Afler  the  recess,  during  which  the*  company  broke  up  into 
picturesque  parties,  sitting  each  with  its  basket  and  its  store  in 
groups  under  the  trees,  Wendell  Phillips  spoke  for  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  with  even  tmcommon  effect.  HLs  speech  had 
in  an  unusual  degree  the  air  of  a  well  considered  and  thoroughly 
prepared  Oration,  although  it  was  purely  extemporaneous.  He 
described  what  the  American  People  had  done  for  themselves 
and  for  the  world,  how  Slavery  had  always  hindered  them  of  a 
perfect  success,  how  it  had  debased  and  be-littled  the  national 
character,  how  easy  it  would  be  to  get  rid  of  it  were  it  really  the 
will  of  the  North,  and  the  happy  state  of  things  which  would 
ensue.  It  was  a  sustained  and  felicitous  effort  of  a  high  order, 
happily  illustrated  and  strikingly  enforced.  Aflerwards  Brown 
of  the  Box  occupied  all  the  time  the  Meeting  could  spare  with 
his  Narrative,  which  was  unluckily  cut  short  by  the  iron  neces- 
sity which  chained  us  to  the  wheels  of  th^  inexorable  cars. 
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THE    FiaST    OF    AUGUST* 

The  Festival  whicli  we  annually  hold  in  honor  of  the  great 
Act  of  British  Justice  which  so  signally  puts  to  shame  the  vain- 
glonous  boasting  of  the  Model  KepiibUcans,  and  compels  us  to 
take  a  lower  place  among  the  lovers  of  Liberty  than  tho  Mon* 
archy  from  which  wa  came  forth,  was  celebrated  this  year  at 
Worcester.  President  Taylor  having  issued  a  Prodamalion 
calling  npon  all  his  people  to  fast  on  the  Third  of  August  as  a 
propitiation  of  the  Divina  displeasure,  raanifested  in  the  preva- 
lence of  the  Cholera,  we  thought  we  could  not  better  express 
our  sense  of  this  proposition  than  by  t Liming  it  into  a  day  of 
Thawksgiving  and  rejoicing.  We  accordingly  substituted  the 
Third  of  August  for  the  First  as  the  day  of  our  Jubilee. 

A  very  numerous  company  went  up  by  Special  Train  from 
Boston,  the  various  Kailways  that  radiate  from  that  city  furnish- 
ing thcLr  contingents.  The  Meeting  was  held  in  a  Grove, 
which  was  thronged  with  attentive  listeners,  though  it  was  not 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  snch  an  occasion ,  Mr,  Gaeei- 
son  presided,  and  he  together  with  Mr,  C.  C,  Bdrleigh  and 
Mr.  TnEODORE  Parker  occupied  the  chief  of  the  morning. 
Tlieir  speeches  were  of  a  most  telling  and  impressive  nature. 
In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Ballou  began  with  a  speech  full  of  trans- 
parent good  sense  and  moral  demonstration,  Mr,  Phillips  fol- 
lowed and  clearly  and  eloquently  set  forth  the  philosophy  of  the 
West  India  Emancipation,  —  how  it  was  brought  about,  how  it 
had  worked,  the  points  of  difference  between  American  and 
English  Statesmen  in  regaxd  to  Slavery,  and  the  comparative 
facility  of  Emancipation  in   this  country  compared  with   the 

West  Indies.    Mr,  Ralph  Waldo  Emeeson  followed  Mr,  Phil- 
lips in  a  brief  speech  marked  by  his  peculiar  tone  of  thought 

and  expression. 

'  Mr.  Garrison  and  Mr.  Boeleigh  finished  the  afternoon's 
session  with  appropriate  speeches.  From  the  numbers  left  on 
the  ground  when  the  endless  Special  Train  departed,  there 
must  have  been  a  very  largo  attendance  from  Worcester  and 
the  country  roimd  about.  We,  at  least,  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  we  had  kept  not  the  Fast  which  Zachart  Tatloe 
had  appointed,  but  tliat  which  the  Lord  hath  chosen. 
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This  Meeting  was  also  remarkable  as  being  the  occasion  of 
the  first  public  exposure  of  the  conduct  of  Father  Mathew,  the 
Ihsh  Apostle  of  Temperance,  in  relation  to  the  Anti- Slavery 
Movement  in  this  country.  This  distinguished  gentleman  hav 
ing  signed  in  the  year  1842,  in  common  with  Daniel  (yCon- 
NBLL  and  seventy  thousand  of  his  countrymen,  an  "Address 
from  the  People  of  Ireland  to  their  countrymen  and  country- 
women in  America,"  an  account  of  which  and  its  reception  will 
be  found  in  our  Keport  for  1843 ;  urging  them  to  be  true  to 
Liberty  in  this  country,  "  to  treat  the  Colored  People  as  their 
equals,  as  brethren,  to  hate  Slavery  and  to  cling  by  the  Aboli- 
tionists," it  was  thought  that  it  would  show  a  lack  of  due  cour- 
tesy and  of  proper  gratitude  for  such  marked  action  in  our  be- 
half, to  neglect  inviting  him  to  participate  in  our  rejoicings  at 
the  Memorable  Emancipation  of  the  British  bondmen.  Accord- 
ingly we  appointed  Messrs.  Gareison,  Jackson,  Phillips  and  Dr. 
BowDiTCH  to  wait  upon  him  and  convey  to  him  our  respectful 
congratulations  on  his  arrival,  our  good  wishes  for  the  success 
of  his  mission,  and  our  cordial  invitation  to  our  Festival.  In  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  the  first  and  last  named  of  the  above* 
mentioned  gentlemen  waited  upon  Father  Mathbw  at  his  lodg- 
ings. His  deportment  and  language  on  that  occasion  were  such 
as  to  disappoint  the  hopes  and  expectations  his  conduct  in  Ire- 
land had  excited.  The  letter  of  invitation  which  was  left  in  his 
hands,  he  never  answered,  and  he  has  maintained  a  prudent,  or 
cowai^ly  silence  on  the  subject  ever  since.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  Garrison  felt  that  he  had  no  alternative,  and 
that  his  own  statement  of  the  interview  must  make  good  the 
small  courtesy  of  our  invited  guest  His  statement  was  subse- 
quently published  in  the  Liberator  and  copied  from  thence  ex- 
tensively into  papers  of  every  complexion  of  pohtics.  As  that 
statement  has  not  been  denied  by  the  Very  Reverend  gentle- 
man, and  as  it  is  desirable  to  put  it  in  a  place  convenient  for 
reference,  we  shall  add  it,  together  with  our  letter  of  invitation 
and  the  original  Irish  Address,*  in  the  Appendix. 

This  occunence  excited  a  very  general  interest  throughout 
this  country.  The  interest  which  was  felt  in  Father  Ma- 
THEw's  mission  everjn^^here  attracted  universal  attention  to  this 

*  See  Appendix,  B. 
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passage  in  his  history.  The  press  teemed  with  opinions  on  the 
subject,  almost  universally  justifying  him,  and  condemning  the 
conduct  of  the  AboKtionists,  as  uncalled  for  and  impertinent 
The  agitation  spread  over  the  South  as  well  as  over  the  North, 
and  there  was  a  disposition,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  regard 
his  repulse  of  Mr.  Gabbison  and  his  friends  as  an  atonement  for 
his  misdeeds  at  home.  But  not  only  the  account  of  the  inter- 
view with  the  Committee  was  copied,  but  the  Address  itself 
was  spread  at  large  before  Southern  as  well  as  Northern  readers. 
In  consequence  of  this,  Judge  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  who  had 
sent  Father  Mathew  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  that  State, 
on  behalf  of  the  Temperance  Societies,  wrote  to  him  to  know 
how  this  thing  was,  and  whether  he  had  signed  that  Address, 
and  if  so,  whether  he  still  held  the  same  opinions.  The  reply 
was  marked  "  private ;"  so  that  the  honorable  Judge* was  unable 
exactly  to  define  to  the  anxious  Georgians,  the  precise  position 
of  the  Very  Reverend  Father.  But  that  it  was  not  entirely  sat- 
isfactory may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  withdrew  his 
*  former  invitation,  so  that  if  Father  Mathew  visits  those  lati- 
tudes it  will  be  on  his  own  responsibility.  Thud'he  has  forfeited 
the  respect  of  the  Abolitionists  without  gaining  that  of  the 
Slaveholders.  Having  once  committed  himself  as  he  did  in 
signing  the  Irish  Address,  the  Slaveholders  will  not  be  pacified 
by  so  slight  a  genuflexion  as  he  made  at  Boston.  Nothing 
short  of  an  entire  prostration  will  content  them.  Although  Father 
Mathew  hears  little  b\it  the  sound  of  adulation,  he  can  hardly 
help  being  conscious  that  the  respect  of  mankind  is  purchased 
by  resolution  of  character  and  is  sure  to  be  forfeited  by  such  in* 
firmity  of  purpose  as  he  manifested  in  this  instance. 

In  the  British  Islands  we  believe  there  was  but  one  opinion 
entertained  and  expressed  of  his  conduct,  one  of  unqualified 
condemnation.  The  censure  of  the  Press  was  marked  and 
severe,  and  was  echoed  from  all  parts  of  the  British  Dominions. 
These  censures  were  well  deserved,  and  were,  as  they  should 
have  been,  the  more  emphatic  in  his  case,  from  the  amount  of 
influence  which  he  might  have  exerted  over  his  countrymen, 
vnthout  deviating  from  the  due  limits  of  his  peculiar  mission. 
All  that  can  be  said  in  extenuation  of  his  course,  is,  that  it  has 
not  been  on  the  whole  worse  than  that  of  the  great  majority  of 
Protestant  cleigymen  of  all  denominations,  who  have  plaoed 
6 
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themselves  within  the  inflnences  of  American  Slavery.  With 
scarcely  an  exception,  however  loud  their  tones  might  have  been 
at  home,  the  accents  of  their  Protest  against  Slavery  have  been 
carefully  modulated  to  the  pitch  of  their  several  sects,  at  the 
particular  time  of  their  visits.  This  is,  certainly,  no  palliation  of 
his  conduct,  but  it  is  an  explanation  of  it  It  requires  a  Moral 
Giant  to  stand  erect  in  the  midst  of  the  Pro- Slavery  influences 
which  pervade  our  political  and  religious  world.  And,  alas,  these 
are  not  days  when  there  are  many  Giants  in  any  land ! 

THB   BRITISH  ISLAHDS. 

We  have  not  lacked,  the  last  year,  any  more  than  in 
years  before,  the  encouraging  voices  and  liberal  hands  of  the 
intelligent  Abolitionists  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
There  is  a  class  of  mind  in  those  countries  which  has  a  deep 
sympathy  with  our  movement,  and,  more  than  that,  a  clear  com* 
prehension  of  it  Men  and  women  who  might  be  trusted  even 
in  this  country,  and  who  could  undergo  the  baptism  of  American  * 
Pro- Slavery,  like  the  few  Thompsons,  Abbts  and  Mabtiheaus 
who  have  blest  us  and  themselves  by  eoming  among  us.  With 
these  friends  we  have  been  in  constant,  friendly  and  Anti* 
Slavery  communication.  Their  private  and  public  writings  have 
enhghtened  and  encouraged  us  and  they  have  given  liberally, 
according  to  their  opportunity,  to  the  necessities  of  the  cause 
by  direct  pecuniary  donations  of  signal  munificence,  and  throng 
the  medium  of  the  National  Bazaar.  The  women  of  those  isl- 
ands have  again  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Slave  and  have 
poured  gifts  precious  as  earnests  of  their  lively  zeal,  as  well  as 
for  their  intrinsic  value,  into  his  treasury.  The  blessings  of  them 
that  are  ready  to  perish  abides  upon  them. 

It  is  seldom,  in  these  days  of  constant  and  easy  transit  from 
one  Continent  to  the  other,  that  a  year  passes  without  our  being 
present  with  our  British  and  Irish  friends,  in  the  persons  of  some 
of  our  devoted  AbolitionistB.  The  last  year  we  were  fortunate 
in  the  mission,  though  unfortunate  in  the  loss,  of  Mrs.  Follbn 
and  her  family,  who  spent  a  large  portion  of  the  last  summer 
and  autumn  in  those  countries.  Mr.  WiixiAV  W.  Bbown,  too^ 
has  spent  several  months  chiefly  there  and  has  been  received 
sad  treated  with  the  kindness  and  consideration  dne  to  his  ex- 
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oellent  character,  Anti- Slavery  services  and  former  sufferings. 
He  has  addressed  large  public  Meetings  in  London,  Dublin, 
Croydon,  Worcester  and  many  other  places  with  the  best  effect 
From  Gborob  Thompson,  Richard  D.  Wbbb  and  many  other 
of  the  trans- Atlantic  Abolitionists,  he  has  received  the  most  cor- 
dial, hospitable  and  valuable  assistance.  When  in  Paris,  whither 
he  went  to  attend  the  Peace  Congress,  he  attracted  much  at- 
tention, and  made  many  friends,  by  the  ingenuousness  of  his 
deportment,  and  the  ability  he  displayed  in  the  Tribune  of  the 
Convention.  Marked  attention  was  paid  to  him  by  persons  of 
high  political  and  social  distinction,  and  he  was  manifestly  the 
lion  of  the  American  delegation.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the 
Secretary  of  Legation,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  acting  as 
Charge  during  the  absence  of  the  Minister,  gave  Mr.  Brown 
the  passport  which  would  have  been  denied  to  him  at  home. 

We  have  lamented  in  common  with  all  who  know  his  excel- 
lencies, either  personally  or  by  report,  the  death  of  John  Murray, 
of  Bowling  Bay,  near  Glasgow.  His  name  has  long  been  a 
household  word  in  the  mouths  of  multitudes  who  never  saw  his 
face,  but  who  admired  and  loved  him  for  the  works  of  goodness 
that  he  did.  At  the  last  session  of  the  New  England  Convention, 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  Mr.  Garrison  introduced  the  following  Preamble 
and  Besolution  with  a  speech  fuU  of  sensibility  and  discrim- 
inating eulogy. 

''  Whereas,  intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  one 
of  the  earliest,  most  faithful  and  intrepid,  most  exemplary  and 
self-sacrificing  advocates  ^f  the  Slave  in  the  Old  World,  John 
MuRRAT,  of  Bowling  Bay,  Scotland ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  desires  to  express  to  his  sur- 
viving family  and  friends  in  particular,  and  to  the  world  at  large, 
its  deep  sensibility  in  view  of  his  decease,  its  large  appreciation 
of  his  mdefatigable  labors  in  the  cause  of  the  West  Indian  and 
American  Slave,  its  grateful  remembrance  of  the  cordial  support 
he  at  all  times  gave  to  the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society,  and 
of  the  warm  hospitality  he  extended  to  all  the  delegates  of  that 
Society  who. have  from  time  to  time  visited  Scotland.  'The 
memory  of  the  just  is  blessed.' " 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  learned  that  the  Eev.  Jambs 
Robinson,  Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  Anti- Slavery  Society, 
and  who  is  well  known  to  us  by  his  zeal  and  good  works,  has 
been  cast  in  a  suit  brought  on  the  account  of  Albxandbr  Camp* 
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BXLL9  the  recreant  priest  who  defends  Slavery  ficom  the  BiUe, 
and  mulcted  in  damages  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds. 
The  dealings  of  Mr.  Bobinson  with  Campbell,  which  were  the 
ground  of  the  action  in  question,  will  be  found  in  our  Report  for 
1848.  We  truly  sympathize  with  this  estimable  man  and  un- 
compromising Abolitionist  for  this  inconvenience  which  his 
Anti-  Slavery  zeal  has  brought  upon  him.  We  trust  to  hear  that 
the  excessive  amount  of  the  damages  may  have  procured  him 
another  trial;  or,  at  least,  that  he  has  not  been  suffered  to  bear 
alone  so  heavy  a  burden. 

We  have  had  another  evidence  afforded  us  of  the  abhorrence 
in  which  humane  men  naturally  hold  American  Slavery,  when 
they  are  removed  from  the  sphere  of  its  immediate  influence,  in 
another  Scottish  Eemonstrance,  signed  by  one  thousand  and  forty 
inhabitants  of  the  Ythan  district  of  Buchan.  Aberdeenshire.  Ifc 
was  addressed  to  the  American  Churches,  and  in  tempcmte  but 
emphatic  language  urged  them  to  separate  American  Christianity 
from  American  Slavery.  This  fresh  testimony  of  Scotland 
against  Slavery  was  most  gmtefully  received,  and  has  been  dis- 
played at  the  New  England  Convention  and  on  other  occasions 
with  the  best  effect  Whatever  effect  such  expostulations  may 
have  upon  the  Churches  to  which  they  are  addressed,  and  they 
cannot  fail  to  help  to  make  even  them  uncomfortable  in  their 
sins,  they  fulfll  a  worthy  mission  in  strengthening  and  qomfort- 
ing  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  here  laboring  for  their  conver- 
sion to  humanity  and  Christianity.  * 

OEOROB   THOMPSON. 

We  rejoice  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Thomfsoh ,  in 
compliance  with  cordial  invitations  extended  to  him  from  time 
to  time  for  years  past,  by  this  Society  and  by  AboHtionists  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  has  intimated  lus  intention  of  pay- 
ing this  country  a  visit,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer, 
mie  services  which  he  rendered  to  the  cause  during  his  mission 
here,  the  courage  with  which  he  met  the  dangers  with  which 
the  Fro- Slavery  fanaticism  of  those  da3rs  surrounded  him,  and 
the  deep  impression  his  popular  eloquence  made  on  the  New 
England  mind,  to  whleh  much  of  its  present  advancement  may 
be  traced^ouinever  be  forgotten  by  the  Abditioiiists  of  Ameiioa. 
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We  can  assure  him  that  they  will  extend  to  him  the  warmest 
welcome  that  friendship,  gratitude  and  admiration  can  offer. 


ANTI-SLAVE£T   OPERATIONS. 

We  think  that  we  can  approach  our  constituents  at  this  time 
with  a  good  account  of  our  Stewardship,  if  the  very  moderate 
amount  of  means  placed  in  our  hands  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. We  believe  there  has  seldom  been  performed  a  larger 
amount  of  Anti- Slavery  labor  in  this  State,  than  during  the  past 
year,  or  of  a  more  valuable  description.  After  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing, the  series  of  One  Hundred  Conventions,  mentioned  in  our 
last  Report,  was  continued  under  the  direction  of  our  able  and 
unwearied  General  Agent  until  the  New  England  Convention. 
Mr.  Mat  was  assisted  in  this  course  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fostbs, 
Mr.  PiLLSBusT  and  Miss  Stone,  with  occasional  assistance  from 
Messrs.  Phillips,  Gassison  and  Buffum,  and  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Craft.  A  large  number  of  Conventions,  extending  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  State,  were  held  during  this  period,  and  were 
eminently  successful  in  their  results. 

During  the  summer  our  regular  operations  were  'suspended, 
but  occasional  lectures  were  given  in  various  parts  of  Middlesex 
and  Worcester  Counties  by  Mr.  Mat  and  Miss  Stone.  Early 
in  the  autumn  the  same  Agents  were  regularly  engaged  in  lec- 
turing in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  portions  of  the  State.  In 
November  they  went  into  the  Western  part  of  the  State  and 
held  a  series  of  Conventions  of  the  most  brilliantly  successful 
character  in  the  Counties  of  Hampshire,  Hampden  and  Berk- 
shire. In  this  labor  they  had  the  able  assistance  of  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Burleigh.  Large  Conventions  were  held  in  Springfield, 
Westfield  and  Lenox.  These  Meetings,  generally,  were  of  the 
deepest  interest,  and  were  very  numerously  attended.  This 
portion  of  the  State  is  comparatively  a  new  field,  and  it  cer- 
tainly appears  to  be  one  that  will  repay  a  diligent  culture. 

In  December  Mr.  Mat  and  Miss  Stone  held  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  Barnstable  County  with  excellent  success.  At  Hyannis 
and  South  Deniiis  very  large  Conventions  were  held,  at  whidi 
Mr.  Garrison  and  Mr.  Phillips  assisted.  The  impression 
which  was  produced  upon  the  hardy  population  that  inhabit 
those  sandy  shores,  and  whose  business  is  chiefly  upon  the  great 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66  &xpan. 

waters,  is  believed  to  have  been  of  a  very  deep  and  beneSdal 
nature.  Since  the  Bazaar,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  Annual 
Meeting,  Mr.  Pillsburt  and  Miss  Stone  have  been  constantly 
employed  in  lecturing  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  regular  labors  of  our  agents  and  volunteers,  they 
have  assisted  at  the  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  various  County 
Societies,  which  have  been  regularly  held,  and  certainly  with  no 
diminished  interest  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Quinct 
and  other  voluntary  speakers  have  lectured  in  various  towns,  by 
the  request  of  individual  Abolitionists  or  Societies.  And,  in 
short,  we  think  as  large  an  amount  of  agitation  has  been  main- 
tained as  could  be  expected  from  our  limited  suppHes  of  men 
and  money.  We  believe  that  the  willingness  to  hear  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Gospel  in  all  its  keenness  is  greater  now  than  at  any 
former  time.  Nothing  is  wanting  but  the  means  necessary  to 
send  ^borers  into  the  harvest  We  believe  that  they  wonld 
find  it  ripe  for  the  sickle.  We  confidently  appeal  to  you  to  fur- 
nish liberally  the  sinews  of  this  hoUy  war. 

The  Pilgrim  Society  having  this  year  foregone  their  usual 
Celebration  of  the  22d  of  December,  the  felicitous  idea  oc- 
curred to  the  Officers  of  the  Old  Colony  Anti- Slavery  Society,  to 
hold  a  meeting  at  Plymouth,  on  that  day,  as  a  most  fitting  Cele- 
bration of  the  Landing  of  the  Forefathers.  Accordingly  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  a  large  gathering  at  Plymouth  Rock,  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  22d  and  23d  of  December.  Notwith- 
standing a  very  unfavorable  state  of  weather,  a  laige  assemblage 
came  together  from  various  parts  of  the  County  and  State.  On 
Sunday  the  large  building,  formerly  a  Church,  in  which  the 
Meetings  were  held,  was  thronged  throughout  the  day,  althou^ 
held  during  the  hours  of  regular  service,  and  crowded  to  excess 
in  the  evening.  Messrs.  Garrison,  Phillips,  Douglass,  Re- 
MONn,  Quinct,  Professor  Rbason,  Miss  Stone,  Mr.  Buffum  and 
others  addressed  the  Meetmg,  which  was  pronounced  the  best 
that  had  ever  been  held  in  the  town.  The  most  thorough  doc- 
trine was  preached  in  the  plainest  language,  and  there  was  no 
word  of  opposition  lifted  against  it  We  hope  that  the  Aboli- 
tionists of  the  Pilgrim  County  will  maintain  the  custom  thos 
begun  of  making  the  Feast  of  the  Fathen  an  occasi<m  of  rail* 
erating  the  great  Truths  of  the  Emigration,  and  of  rebuke  rather 
than  of  adulation  of  their  degenerate  sons. 
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Among  ih#  Anti-Slavery  erants  of  the  past  year  must  be 
mentioned  the  publication  by  Mr.  William  L  Bowditoh  of  his 
work  entitled  "  Sktyery  and  the  Constitation."  As  a  legal  expo- 
sition of  the  genuine  purpose  and  inevitable  meaning  of  that 
Instrument,  it  could  not  well  be  surpassed.  Mr.  Bowditch,  cer- 
tainly, better  deserves  the  title  of  the  Expounder  of  the  Consti* 
tution  than  the  Statesman  to  whom  his  flatterers  apply  it  It 
does  honor  to  his  acumen  as  a  lawyer  and  his  conmion  sense 
and  humanity  as  a  man.  We  would  commend  it  to  all  who 
have  any  doubt  as  to  the  Constitutionahty  of  Slavery. 

The  Anti- Slavery  Agitation  has  been  carried  on  with  at  least 
undiminished  spirit  in  other  States  where  Anti- Slavery  en^^ 
has  received  the  proper  direction.  The  Abolitionists  of  Phila- 
delphia enjoyed  for  a  season  last  spring  a  profitable  visit  from 
the  Rev.  Samttxl  J.  Mat,  of  Syracuse,  who  addressed  several 
meetings  in  that  city,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  friends,  and, 
we  hope,  to  the  convincement  of  some  of  the  enemies,  of  the 
Cause.  Miss  Stons  also  paid  a  visit  of  a  few  weeks  to  Phila- 
delphia by  invitation  from  the  Female  Anli- Slavery  Society  of 
that  City.  She  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  Philadelphia  and  its 
vicinity^  and  produced  an  impression  highly  honorable  to  herself, 
and  eminently  beneficial  to  the  Cause.  The  Pennsylvania  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  has  been  diligent  in  its  vocation  as  is  its 
wont.  It  has  employed  lecturers  to  the  extent  of  its  ability.  It 
has  disseminated  many  thousand  tracts  and  publications,  besides 
maintaining  its  Organ,  the  Freeman,  and  assisting  in  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Standard.  Its  Annual  Meeting  at  Norristown,  in 
October,  was  one  of  great  interest.  It  was.  attended  by  luige 
numbers,  its  utterance  was  distinct  and  emphatic,  and  its  infin- 
enoe  cannot  fail  to  have  been  permanent  and  beneficent 

After  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Society,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Foster  went  into  the  field  of  Eastem  New  York,  for  the 
general  object  of  breaking  up  new  ground,  and  the  specific  pur- 
pose of  extending  the  circulation  of  the  Standard.  They  spent 
some  time  on  Long  Island,  where  their  labors  were  not  left  with- 
out that  testimony  to  their  fidehty  which  is  borne  by  moboomtto 
violence.  At  Hempstead,  the  presence  of  an  aged  colored  mn 
on  the  {datform  araosed  the  indignation  of  the  Sovereign  Bsopla 
there  assembled,  nod  urged  them  to  vindicate  th«  superiority  of 
the  white  race  by  pelting  with  bad  eggs  the  traitors  who  had 
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presamed  thus  to  invade  their  peace  and  dignity,  t  At  Flashing 
two  meetings  were  broken  up  by  the  Mob.  The  second  being 
one  held  onder  the  Oak  consecrated  to  memory  as  that  beneath 
whose  shade  George  Fox  once  preached.  The  history  of  that 
day  showed  that  the  baptism  of  persecation  through  which  all 
new  Truths  are  called  to  pass  was  not  confined  to  the  days  of 
the  great  Quaker.  The  authorities  of  the  town  took  part  with 
tfae  rioters  and  insisted  upon  the  meeting  being  dissolved,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Lord's  Day.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster,  while  expressing  their  willingness  that  the  fact  of  the 
illegality  of  their  proceedings  should  be  tried  by  a  legal  process, 
declined  to  admit  it  by  yielding  to  the  execmtions  of  the  Mob 
and  the  importunities  of  the  Magistrates,  and  did  not  abandon 
their  attempt  until  it  was  obviously  futile  to  continue  it  Hav- 
ing discharged  their  duty,  they  left  the  disgrace  of  the  liot  upon 
the  reputation  of  the  town  and  the  magistracy  that  had  sufiered 
it  to  occur,  and  to  go  unpunished.  Through  the  summer  and 
most  of  the  autumn  these  faithful  laborera  directed  their  atten- 
tion mainly  to  the  Counties  bordering  on  the  River  Hudson. 
The  services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fostxr  in  New  York,  we  cannot 
doubt,  have  prepared  the  way  for  a  successful  cultivation  of  that 
fresh  and  fruitful  field. 

Among  the  Anti- Slavery  instrumentalities  in  operation  in  New 
York  during  the  past  year,  the  North  Star  of  Frederick  Doug- 
lass, must  not  be  forgotten.  It  has  been  regularly  issued  and 
still  marked  by  the  ability  which  has  always  distinguished  it 
Mr.  Douglass,  in  his  firequent  absences  from  Rochester,  left  an 
able  substitute  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Dick,  one  of  the  few  £n- 
^ishmen  who  have  adopted  our  Country  without  our  prejudices. 
Fairs  have  been  held  at  Rochester,  and  recently  in  Philadelphia 
by  Women  of  Color,  in  support  of  the  North  Star.  These  evi- 
dences of  the  estimation  in  which  his  paper  is  held  must  be  very 
gratifying,  as  well  as  valuable,  to  its  Editor  and  Proprietor. 

In  Ohio  a  great  Convention  of  the  Anti- Slavery  Young  Men 
and  Women  was  held  at  Berlin,  Mahoning  County,  beginning 
on  the  21st  and  ending  on  Sunday,  the  23d  of  September.  It 
was  held  in  the  Great  Tent  which  is  the  Anti- Slavery  Taberna- 
cle of  Ohio,  and  the  attendance  was  estimated  at  fh>m  Five  to 
Six  Thousand.  The  enthusiasm  of  this  meeting  was  unsur- 
passed by  any  even  of  those  Monster  Meetings  which  have  pre- 
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ceded  it  in  fcnmer  timea.  It  was  addieiaed  by  Mettn.  Puxs* 
BT7ET,  H.  C.  Wright,  J.  W.  Walkxb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jombs, 
Mabius  B.  Bobinson,  Sabah  Coatbs  and  mnxxj  others.  IVIbr. 
Kobinson's  appearance  on  this  occasion  was  made  pecnliarly  in- 
teresting from  the  fact  that  in  1837  he  had  been  tarred  and  feath- 
ered for  pleading  the  cause  of  the  Slave  before  its  inhabitants,  in 
the  very  town  where  this  immense  gathering  was  congregated. 
A  striking  evidence  of  the  change  which  the  unceasing  testimo- 
nies of  the  Abolitionists  have  produced  on  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  country !  The  sense  of  the  Convention  was  embodied  in 
clear  and  logical  Bftsolutions,  couched  in  language  which  could 
not  be  mistaken  and  which  could  scarcely  help  making  itself 
heard.  This  great  representation  of  the  youth  of  Ohio,  after 
recounting  the  political  and  religious  relations  of  the  country  to 
Slavery,  and  their  sense  of  their  own  personal  responsibility  in 
the  premises,  solemnly  declared  their  opinion  and  determination 
in  the  following  terms : 

"  That  since  our  Government  has  become  thus  destructive  of 
the  ends  of  Liberty,  an  engine  of  torture  and  Slavery  to  millions, 
compeUing  the  entire  people  to  he  Slaveholders  or  Slaves,  it  has 
become  our  right  and  duty  not  to  alter,  but  to  abolish  it,  and  to 
institute  a  new  Government,  laying  its  foundations  on  such  prin- 
ciples, and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  shall  seem 
most  likely  to  secure  a  fuU  equality  of  the  blessings  of  Life, 
Liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness ;  and  with  full  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  our  purpose  and  the  justice  of  our  cause,  wm 

DO  HEREBY  DEOLABE  OUBSELVES  THE  BNBMIES  OF  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION, UNION    AND   OOVEBNMENT  OF  THE   UNITED    STATES,  and  the 

friends  of  the  New  Confederacy  of  Northern  States,  where  there 
shall  be  no  union  with  slaveholders,  but  where  there  shall  ever 
be  FREE  SOIL,  FREE  LABOR  AND  FREE  MEN.  And 
from  this  great  and  glorious  Convention,  we  proclaim  it  as  our 
unalterable  purpose  and  determination  to  live  and  to  labor  fcnr  a 
Dissolution  of  the  present  Union  by  all  lawful  and  just,  though 
BLOODLESS  Bud  PACIFIC  MEANS,  and  for  the  formation  of  a  New, 
Northern  Republic,  that  shall  be  such  not  in  name  only  but  in 
full,  living  reality  and  truth. 

And  we  do  hereby  invite  and  entreat  all  the  young  people  of 
Ohio,  and  the  friends  of  Justice,  Humanity  and  true  Liberty  in 
aU  the  States,  to  unite  with  us  in  laboring  for  so  glorious  and 
holy  an  object" 

The  Convention  also  put  forth  an  Address  of  great  eloqu^ioe 
of  expression  and  force  of  reasoning,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fills* 
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BUBT,  embodying  its  views  on  this  most  momentous  subject 
We  trust  that  this  great  Demonstration  is  but  a  forerunner  of  a 
revi?ifying  agitation  of  the  political  and  moral  elements  of  the 
Great  West 

The  Abolitionists  of  Ohio  have  canied  on  the  Anti- Slavery 
Movement  in  their  State  with  the  heartiness  and  zeal  which  has 
ever  distinguished  them.  Mr  Brooke  has  continued  to  act  as 
the  General  Agent  of  the  American  Society  at  the  West,  and  he 
has  had,  from  the  East,  the  assistance  of  Henrt  C.  Wright  £» 
the  chief  of  the  year,  and  of  Parker  Fillsburt  for  a  portion  of 
it  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Walker,  and  many 
other  Abolitionists  have  assisted  in  the  work.  Last  Summer, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  who  had  conducted  the  Anti- Slavery  Bugle 
with  such  uncompromising  fidelity  and  eminent  ability  ever 
since  it  was  first  established,  retired  from  the  position  they  had 
occupied  so  long  and  filled  so  well,  and  were  succeeded  by 
Oliver  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  carried  with  them  into 
their  retirement  from  the  Editorship,  the  gratitude  of  all  the 
Abolitionists  of  the  country,  for  their  signal  services  to  the  cause 
while  they  occupied  it,  and  their  best  wishes  for  their  prosperity 
and  success  in  any  other  sphere  of  usefulness  they  may  embrace. 
Mr.  Johnson  has  fully  maintained  the  reputation  for  talent,  skill 
and  Anti- Slavery  sagacity  which  he  has  maintained  ever  since 
he  entered  the  cause  in  the  days  of  its  infancy.  The  Abolition- 
ists of  the  West  have  still  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  Organ,  and 
we  cannot  think  that  they  will  permit  it  to  sufier  for  the  want 
of  an  adequate  and  liberal  support 

the  national  bazaar. 

The  National  Bazaar  was  held  this  year  again  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  and  with  undiminished  attraction.  The  beauty  and  value 
of  the  gifts  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  of  the  con- 
tributions from  this,  equalled  those  of  any  former  year.  The 
Hall  was  beautifully  decorated  with  evergreens,  collected  and 
arranged  by  the  labor  and  taste  of  Anti- Slavery  volunteers. 
The  weather  was  generally  good  and  the  attendance  large. 
The  receipts  exceeded  those  of  last  y^ar.  In  the  evening,  nu- 
merous audiences  were  addressed  by  Messrs.  Phillips,  Pills- 
bury,  QuiNOT  and  Miss  Stone.   .The  value  and  importance  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THB   CHTJRCH.  71 

this  Anti- Slavery  instramentality  cannot  be  over-estimated.  It 
is  more  than  twice  blest,  for  it  blesses  not  only  the  Slave  bat  all 
who  give  or  labor  for  its  success.  We  trust  that  the  love  and 
zeal  that  has  borne  its  burden  so  long  will  never  fail  or  grow 
cold. 

Fairs  were  also  held  at  Worcester,  during  the  week  of  the 
Cattle  Show,  at  Weymouth,  and,  we  believe,  other  places.  The 
one  at  Worcester  lasted  several  days  and  was  attended  with 
great  success,  both  in  its  pecuniary  result  and  its  moral  effect 
We  believe  that  it  is  thought  it  will  grow  into  one  of  the  Insti- 
tutions of  the  Heart  of  the  Commonwealth. 

THE   CHURCH. 

In  the  brief  space  that  we  have  left  to  ourselves  it  will  be 
impossible  to  do  more  than  glance  at  )he  more  important  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  doings  of  the  country  affecting  Slavery.  What 
we  can  allude  to  is  but  a  specimen  of  the  whole.  The  Church 
still  lags  in  the  rear  of  the  World  in  the  march  towards  the  vic- 
tories of  Humanity.  Its  Mission  is,  still,  as  it  has  mainly  been, 
since  the  true  work  of  Christianity  in  this  country  has  been  de- 
veloped by  the  Abolitionists,  to  cover  and  protect  the  crimes  of 
the  Political  and  Social  State  in  the  midst  of  which  it  finds  it- 
self, rather  than  to  assault  and  destroy  them.  It  has  done  noth- 
ing during  the  past  year  to  deprive  itself  of  the  descriptive 
epithet  bestowed  upon  it  by  James  G.  Biknet  of  "  the  Bulwark 
of  American  SUxvery** 

The  New  School  Presbyterians  afford  a  fair  example  of  the 
attitude  of  the  great  E!bligious  bodies  in  this  regard.  A  fair 
example,  because  this  Division  of  Presbyterianism  is  generally 
regeurded  as  the  advance  guard  of  that  Denomination.  The 
General  Assembly  met  in  Philadelphia  last  May,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery  was  brought  before  it  by  sundry  Memorials  from 
Synods,  Presb3rteries  and  individuals  praying  that  the  Assembly 
would  free  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  all  participation  and 
conmiunion  with  Slavery.  The  disposition  of  these  impertinences 
was  referred  to  a  Committee,  of  which  Eev.  Dr.  Beman,  a  repent- 
ant and  reformed  Abolitionist,  by  a  singular  felicity,  was  made  the 
Mouthpiece.  The  Report  graciously  admits  that  these  Memo- 
rials "  are  sufficiently  respectful  in  their  language,  and  grave  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  REPOKT. 

weighty  in  their  opinions  and  argoments  to  demand  the  wise 
and  prayerful  consideration  of  the  Assembly ; "  which  consider* 
ation,  it  modestly  adds,  "it  may  say  without  arrogance  or  boast- 
ing, they  have  received  from  the  Committee  " !  The  result  of 
this  wisdom,  and  the  answer  to  these  prayers,  may  be  read  in 
the  following  axioms  of  Christian  Ethics  and  crumbs  of  ghostly 
counsel. 

m 

"Your  Committee  would  deprecate  two  errors  into  which 
minds  of  different  and  opposite  structures,  on  this  and  all  similar 
subjects  are  liable  to  fall  —  one  class  forget  that  we  live' in  an 
age  of  progress,  and  the  other  forget  that  the  first  step  in  pro- 
gress is  not  perfection.  In  relation  to  both  of  these  great  truths 
here  alluded  to,  we  should,  as  rational  beings,  and  as  Christians, 
be  ready  to  obey  the  intimations  of  I^ovidence,  and  to  follow  the 
guidance  of  ike  torch-light  of  tnUh,  which  the  hand  of  God  hoids 
up  before  us,  to  go  forward  as  that  goes  onward^  and  to  mowe  no 
faster  than  its  blessed  radiance  is  shed  upon  our  pathway  {!)  All 
theories,  when  they  come  to  put  on  Uie  forms  of  experience, 
must  yield  to  the  authority  of  uniform  and  universal  facts ;  and 
both  progressives  and  conservatives  might  render  themselves 
much  more  comfortable  as  well  as  useful  in  our  world,  if  they 
were  more  deeply  imbued  with  this  'one  practical  truth-  These 
remarks  apply  With  great  force  to  all  evus  which  are  intervHwen 
with  the  very  textu/re  of  social  organizations,  and  slaveet  is  bt 

NO    MEANS   AN   EXCEPTION "(!!!) 

Thus  it  appears  that  those  brethren  who  are  thus  unseason- 
ably anxious  for  the  purification  of  the  Church  from  Slavery  are 
in  danger  of  outstripping  God  and  leaving  him  and  "  the  torch- 
light of  truth,  which  his  hand  holds  up,"  behind  them  in  their 
Anti- Slavery  career!  And  that  the  intimations  of  Providence, 
if  obeyed,  would  lead  to  the  continued  extension  of  the  comma- 
nion  of  the  Church  to  Slaveholders,  and  consequently,  of  its 
countenance  to  Slavery !  This  may  be  a  very  comfortable  sort 
of  Divine  Providence  for  sleek  Doctors  in  Divinity ;  but  we 
doubt  whether  it  be  not  one  from  whose  care  the  Slaves  per- 
ishing in  the  rice-swamps  and  sugar-houses  of  pious  Presbyte- 
rians in  Carolina  or  Louisiana  would  pray  to  be  delivered. 

The  Eeport  then  recommends  the  reaffirming  of  the  former 
action  of  the  General  Assembly.  That  of  1815  which  recog- 
nizes the  unavoidableness  of  "  the  transfer  of  Saves,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,"  and  condemns  not  the  traffic,  but  the 
abuse  of  it    2.   That  of  1818,  which  is  the  best  testimony  in 
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general  terms  the  Church  ever  bore,  but  lacking  the  Prophetic 
distinctness  of  denunciation  —  "Thou  art  the  man!"  And  3. 
That  of  1846,  which  refuses  to  determine  the  degree  of  moral 
turpitude  of  individual  Slaveholders,  or  to  pronounce  "  a  general 
and  promiscuous  condemnation  of  them,  implying  that  destitu- 
tion of  Christian  principles  and  feeling  which  should  exclude  from 
the  table  of  the  Lord  all  who  stand  in  the  legal  relation  of 
Masters  and  Slavea,  (qu.  to  Slaves  ?)  or  Justify  us  in  withhold- 
ing our  Ecclesiastical  and  Christian  fellowship  from  them.  We 
toould  rather  si/mpathize  toith  them,  and  would  seek  to  succor 
them  in  their  embarrassments^  believing  that  separation  and  se- 
cession among  the  Churches  and  their  members  are  not  the 
methods  that  God  approves  and  sanctions  for  the  reformation  of 
his  Church/'  We  cannot  sufficiently  admire  the  truly  National 
delicacy  with  which  the  ugly  word  Slavery  is  soflened  into  an 
"  Embarrassment  ! "  It  is  of  a  piece  with  the  tender  care  we 
take  of  our  vocabulary.  We  are  always  thinking  that  we  can 
hinder  our  sepulchres  from  stinking  in  the  nostrils  of  the  nations 
if  we  do  but  keep  them  well  white- washed.  And  how  do  they 
think  God  would  have  them  reform  his  Church,  except  by  the 
discipline  and  excommunication  of  sinners  ?  This  is  their  pro- 
cess in  case  of  the  separate  crimes  of  which  Slavery  is  the 
aggregate.  It  seems  that  according  to  Presbyterian  arithmetic, 
and  it  is  by  no  means  confined  to  them,  "  the  sum  of  all  villain- 
ies "  is  less  than  any  one  of  its  units  taken  separately ! 

The  Report  then  makes  a  sort  of  summary  of  the  past  action 
of  the  General  Assembly,  condemning  Slavery  "in  the  abstract,** 
as  the  phrase  used  to  be,  but  recognizing  "  circumstances  over 
which  good  men  have  no  control,  which  unavoidably  prevent" 
their  leaving  off  stealing  men.  And  the  concluding  resolution 
affirms  that,  "  we  feel  ourselves  bound  to  add  that  there  has 
been  no  information  before  this  Assembly  to  prove  that  mem- 
bers of  our  Church  in  the  Slave  States  are  not  doing  dU  they  can, 
(situated  as  they  siein  the  Providence  of  God,)  to  bring  about 
the  possession  and  enjoyment  ofKberty  by  the  enslaved;  nor  are 
there  any  facts  before  us  that  they  are  living  in  the  violation  of 
all  the  duties  growing  out  of  their  relations  to  Slavery,  as  it  is 
continued  in  existence  by  the  laws  of  their  respective  States ; 
nor  do  we  know  that  they  tolerate  any  of  those  evils  which 
ought  to  call  forth  the  discipline  of  the  Church." 
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The  Bey.  Mr.  Bassbtt,  of  Illiiiois,  then  moved  the  foHowing 
as  aa  amendment  to  the  Eeport: 

''  Resolved^  That  Slavery  is  a  great  sin  before  God  and  man, 
and  should  be  treated  by  the  Church  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  gross  immoralities." 

These  propositions,  one  would  think,  were  necessarily  deduci* 
ble  from  Uie  generalities  of  the  Beport  itself;  but  it  is  evident 
that  no  such  inferences  were  intended  to  be  drawn  from  it  The 
wordy  thunders  of  Old  Presb3rterianiBm  might  be  permitted  to 
roll  in  the  distance ;  but  as  soon  as  any  danger  appeared  of  the 
flash  striking  an3rwhere,  the  conductor  was  promptly  erected  to 
disarm  it  of  its  power. 

When  Mr.  Bassbtt  proceeded  to  maintain  his  amendment, 
''  a  very  general  opposition  discovered  itself  to  any  general  discus- 
sion of  the  subject!''  But  the  Pro- Slavery  Saints  were  strong 
enough  to  be  merciful,  and  discreet  enough  not  to  gag  Free 
Speech,  where  it  was  morally  certain  of  having  no  effect  So 
he  was  permitted  to  go  on,  and  he  made  a  very  excellent  and 
thorough  Anti- Slavery  Speech.  He  well  exposed  the  cant  of 
"  brotherly  love,**  by  which  the  strong  and  the  many  had  so  often 
prevailed  over  the  weak  and  the  few  who  had  from  time  to  time 
attempted  to  uplifl;  a  faint  protest  against  Slavery.  He  illns- 
trated  the  manner  in  which  these  spiritual  Boa  Constrictors 
lubricate  their  victims  before  swallowing  them,  by  the  instance 
of  a  delegate  f^om  Blinois  who  was  sent  up  expressly  to  bear  an 
Anti- Slavery  testimony,  and  being  taken  to  task  upon  his  return 
for  not  having  done  it,  excused  himself  'by  saying  that  "  there 
was  so  much  said  about  brotherly  love,  and  they  had  '  brothered' 
and  '  brothered '  away  at  him  so  much  that  he  was  totally  over- 
powered and  surrendered ! " 

After  Mr.  Bassstt's  thorough  and  searching  exposition  of  the 
nature  of  Slavery  and  the  duty  of  the  Church  towards  it  and  his 
words  of  warning  to  her  if  she  neglected  it,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bbbcheb,  we  presume  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  Bbbchbb,  the 
eminent  discoverer  of  the  elimination  of  guilt  from  sin  when  it 
is  made  Oi^anic  by  human  legislation,  came  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Report  He  thought  the  amendment  useless,  because  the  Re- 
port sufficiently  implied  the  sinfulness  of  Slavery.  It  proposed 
everything  practicable.    It  forbid  the  Slave  traffic, — except  fix 
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humane  purposes !  And  "  thote  who  casmotget  rid  of  Slavery,'* 
(cannot  get  rid  of  a  ^  /)  are  enjoined  abstinence  from  cruelty ! 
Chief  Justice  Hoenblo  web,  of  New  Jersey,  followed  in  a  speech 
of  great  earnestness,  in  support  of  Mr.  Bassitt's  amendment 
He  spumed  with  becoming  scorn  the  doctrine  of  Organic  Sins, 
and  exposed  its  wicked  fallacies  with  indignant  eloquence. 
Chief  Justice  Hornbloweb  distinguished  himself,  it  will  be 
remembered,  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Branch  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance  in  1847,  as  the  only  one  that  had  an  em- 
phatic word  to  utter  against  Slavery !  And  it  is  a  curious  fact 
that  he  was  the  only  layman  that  belonged  to  it 

The  Eev.  Dr.  Bullabd,  of  Missouri,  who  followed,  began  by 
an  edifying 'intimation  of  his  submission  to  the  Divine  Will 
'*  He  had  no  connection  with  Slavery;  and,  God  wUUng,  (!)  he 
never  would  have ! "  But  we  must  infer,  if  God  should  make 
it  clear  that  it  was  His  Will  that  he  should  help  himself  to  his 
neighbor,  he  would  humbly  submit  himself  to  the  leading  of 
Providence !  After  a  speech  or  two  more,  Mr.  Bassett's  amend* 
ment  was  almost  imanimously  lost;  and,  finally,  the  Eeport  was 
adopted  with  only  one  or  two  dissenting  votes.  Dr.  Leach,  a 
Slaveholder,  characterized  the  whole  proceeding  fitly.  He  said 
"  he  had  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Eeport  as  the  best  thing  un- 
der the  circumstances.  JB  was  better  for  tJie  SoiUh  than  any  agi- 
tation could  be.  They  could  now  assure  the  people  that  it  was 
the  old  thing  over  again;  it  was  no  more  than  they  had  be* 
come  accustomed  to ! " 

This,  it  wiU  be  remembered,  is  the  action,  or  inaction,  of  the 
Progress  Party  among  the  Presbyterians.  If  this  were  as  fast 
as  the  swift  could  go,  we  need  not  waste  many  words  in  de- 
scribing the  sluggishness  of  the  slow.  The  intruding  subject 
was  very  perfunctorily*  despatched  by  them.  The  question 
coming  up  in  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  Old  School,  held 
at  Pittsburgh,  May  25th,  it  was  disposed  of  by  the  re-affirming 
of  the  action  of  1845,  declaring  Slavery  to  be  a  purely  secular 
institution,  and  that  it  is  "  improper  and  inexpedient  for  this  As- 
sembly to  attempt  or  propose  any  measures  in  the  tvork  ofEmand' 
pation  !  *'  This  action  was  taken  with  a  single  dissenting  voice, 
that  of  the  Rev.  Edwin  H.  Nevin,  of  Ohio,  who  was  the  only 
one  found  to  uplift  a  testimony  against  Slavery,  and  to  resist 
the  action  of  the  Assembly,  which  he  did  with  much  persever- 
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ance  and  zeaL  Failing  in  his  purpose,  he  entered  a  sol^na 
protest  against  it  on  the  records ;  which  was  signed  by  three  be* 
sides  himself.  And  this  was  all  that  this  powerfol  body,  claim- 
ing to  be  the  peculiar  people  of  God  and  the  true  household  of 
Ftdth,  had  to  say  about  the  crime  which  robs  every  sixth  soul  in 
the  nation  of  its  every  right  and  of  all  possibility  of  progress  in 
happiness,  knowledge  and  truth !  And  all  to  cover  up  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  Eeverend  and  Elect  Bobbers  whom  they  embrace  as 
the  ordained  Apostles  of  God  and  the  chosen  brethren  of  Clmst 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
the  Incarnation  of  American  Piety,  the  very  Spirit  of  Evangeh- 
cal  Godliness  made  flesh,  held  its  Anniversary  last  September, 
in  Pittsfield.  It  was  an  occasion  of  unmitigated  felicity  and 
felicitation.  **  The  fat  slumbers  of  the  Church  "  were  relieved 
from  the  Night-mare  that  had  so  often  brooded  over  them.  The 
"horrible  shadow*'  (alas,  no  "unreal  mockery!")  which  had 
almost  pushed  them  from  their  stools  at  their  each  recurring 
Festival  for  successive  years,  was  kept  aloof  with  such  necro- 
mantic skill  that  all  rejoiced  to  think  that  it  might  be  laid  forever. 
We  fear,  however,  that  they  can  count  upon  no  permanent  de- 
liverance from  their  spectral  visitant,  until  they  shall  have  rid 
themselves  of  the  body  of  their  own  sin.  The  sunshine  from 
the  presence  of  which  such  spectres  flee  away,  is  that  of  Inno- 
cence ;  —  the  night  which  they  pursue  and  make  hideous  is  that 
of  Guilt  The  concentrated  Sanctity  of  the  Nation  must  depart 
from  out  of  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  in  which  they 
rejoice  to  walk,  or  else  be  prepared  to  encounter  the  apparitions 
which  haunt  its  abodes  to  tell  them  of  duty  left  undone,  and 
grievous  wrong  committed. 

Our  readers  will  remember  that  at  the  Boston  Anniversary, 
last  year,  the  question  of  Slavery  overshadowed  all  others,  and 
devoured  up  the  most  precious  moments  of  the  Meeting.  Mot 
only  Prayers  and  Addresses  were  cut  short  by  the  interposition  of 
the  impracticable  Topic,  but  it  even  stepped  in  to  disturb  the  time 
sacred  to  the  raising  of  money.  The  matter  had  been  bequeathed 
from  Anniversary  to  Anniversary,  and  it  seemed  as  if  '^  vires  ae- 
guirit  eundo"  it  had  grown  stronger  the  longer  it  had  been  run- 
ning. The  wise  policy  of  delay,  the  policy  of  Sir  Abel  Handy 
in  the  play  when  his  house  was  on  fire,  that  "  if  it  was  let  alone 
perhaps  it  would  go  out  of  itself,"  was  still  adhered  to,  and,  on 
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motion  of  Mr.  Fkelirghutscn,  the  whole  matter  was  put  over 
to  this  year.  Wisdom  was  justified  of  her  children  and  their 
works.  The  fire  eUd  go  ont  of  itself,  and  the  Board  has  discor- 
ered  a  way  by  which  it  can  insure  itself  from  a  similar  risk  in 
future ;  unless,  indeed,  the  conflagmtion  begin  from  without  and 
bum  around  them  so  fiercely  as  to  make  the  house  too  hot  to 
hold  them. 

This  insurance  was  effected  this  year  by  the  motion  of  the 
eminent  Chancellor  Walworth,  the  Keeper  of  the  Conscience 
of  the  Sovereign  People  of  New  York,  who  distinguished  him- 
self in  1846  by  his  intrepid  maintenance  of  the  Christian  privi- 
lege of  a  plurality  of  wives,  provided  the  custom  were  duly 
"organized."  This  gentleman  auspicated  the  Meeting  by  a 
motion  that  "  all  matters  to  be  brought  before  the  Board  for  dis- 
cussion, except  by  the  Prudential  Committee,  be  aj)proved  and 
recommended  by  the  Business  Chmmitteef"  This,  of  course, 
protected  the  Meeting  from  any  unexpected  attack  from  Aboli- 
tion wolves  that  might  have  crept  into  the  Missionary  fold,  by 
the  appointment  of  a  body  of  cunning  chirugeons  to  draw  their 
teeth  before  they  were  allowed  to  open  their  mouths.  No  such 
grim  monster,  however,  seems  to  have  prowled  "with  privy 
paw,"  within  those  sacred  hurdles.  The  only  thing  that  looked  a  t 
all  that  way,  was  a  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  of  New  Haven, 
to  refer  all  papers  relating  to  Slavery  in  the  Indian  Churches  to  a 
Special  Committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  But  the 
Business  Committee  quickly  clapped  an  extinguisher  upon  this 
firebrand,  if  indeed  it  had  any  combustible  propertieis  and  pur- 
poses about  it. 

Our  readers  cannot  have  forgotten  that  this  distress  was 
brought  upon  the  Missionary  Zion  by  the  squeamish  scrupu- 
losity of  some  of  its  supporters  as  to  the  admission  of  Slave- 
holders to  the  Mission  Churches  and  the  countenance  given  to 
Slavery  by  the  Missionaries  themselves,  by  the  employment  of 
Slave  labor,  and  even  in  one  or  two  instances  by  the  owning  of 
Slaves, — for  their  own  good,  of  course.  At  (he  time  of  the  last 
Anniversary  this  matter  was  the  subject  of  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Prudential  Committee  and  the  Choctaw  Mission- 
aries, in  which  the  latter  treated  their  Employers  in  the  nk>st 
ccx>l  and  cavalier  manner,  plainly  intimating  to  them  that  their 
iaterference  was  impertinent  and  would  not  be  submitted  to. 
7* 
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The  unfinished  state  of  the  correspondence  was  the  pretence 
for  postponing  action  on  the  subject  The  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary, written  in  Jane,  1846,  remained  unnoticed  by  the  Mission- 
aries until  April,  1849,  when  the  Missionaries  returned  an  answer 
the  solemn  efSrontery  of  which  had  the  effect  of  bringing  the  Pru- 
dential Committee  upon  their  knees.  They  forthwith  prepared 
an  apology,  in  the  form  of  a  Statement,  in  which  they  most 
humbly  disclaimed  any  such  fanatical  designs  as  had  been  at- 
tributed to  them.  They  had  only  intended  ''suggestion  and 
argument,''  not  "  decision  or  instruction ! "  They  had  no  inten- 
tion of  cutting  off "  the  Mission  or  of  preferring  any  charge 
against  it"  On  the  contrary,  they  expressed  "  their  undimin- 
ished confidence  in  those  servants  of  Christ!"  They  merely 
wished  to  gratify  a  laudable  curiosity  as  to  the  relations  of  the 
Indian  Missions  to  Slavery,  but  had  not  the  faintest  wish  to  do 
anything  about  it  And  they  do  not  think  it  expedient  for  the 
Board  to  adopt  their  letter,  although,  as  Talleyrand  said  of  the 
clause  in  the  Charter  making  Catholicism  the  Religion  of  the 
State,  "  it  meant  nothing  and  could  mean  nothing,  for  he  had 
made  it  himself  on  purpose ! " 

This  recantation  and  humiliation  of  themselves  by  the  Pra- 
dential  Committee  for  having  incurred  the  suspicion  of  a  design 
to  reflect  on  the  Christian  character  of  Slavery,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Board  itself,  which  thus  publicly  performed  the  koM$ 
before  the  Image  which  American  Politics  and  Beligion  have  set 
up  for  the  People  to  worship  and  obey.  The  matter  was  left  in 
this  shape :  "  The  Ordinances  cannot  be  rightfully  and  scrip- 
turaUy  denied  to  those  who  give  credible  evidence  of  piety ;  and 
the  Missionaries,  in  connection  with  the  Churches  they  have 
gathered,  are  the  sole  judges  of  this .  evidence."  Moreover,  the 
Board  has  decided  that  "  the  Missionaries  are  not  a$iumabk  to 
them,  but  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, for  their  faith  and  conduct  /  "  And  inasmuch  as  the  Choc- 
taw Churches,  and  most  if  not  all  the  other  Mission  Churches, 
are  Congregational,  each  may  believe  and  do  what  seems  good 
in  their  own  eyes,  without  control  from  anybody,  even  the  Body 
that  has  sent  them  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel !  To  be  sure,  jt 
may  withdraw  its  support ;  but  as  it  has  refused  to  do  this  for 
the  peccadilloes  of  Slavery  and  Polygamy,  the  Churches  are 
tolerably  safe  as  long  as  they  are  true  to  the  Five  Points. .  This 
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troublesome  subject  was  thus  disposed  of;  and,  if  one  of  the 
Beporters  is  to  be  believed,  none  too  soon.  For»  he  says,  **  if 
the  subject  had  been  entertained  and  discussed  with  the  warmth 
of  former  years,  several  members  from  the  Middle  and  Southern 
States  wonld  have  withdrawn  forever  from  the  Board ;  regarding 
it  as  having  departed  from  the  object  for  which  it  was  formed, 
and  forfeited  its  claims  to  their  confidence  and  support ! " 

Having  thus  bound  the  Slave  anew  to  his  despair  by  the  ties, 
''light  as  air,  yet  strong  as  hnks  of  iron,"  of  the  Behgious  Influ- 
ences of  the  North,  the  Board  celebrated  their  victory  by  a- 
species  of  KeUgious  Orgy  in  which  their  rapture  seems  to  have 
almost  amounted  to  frenzy.  The  Paritan  Recorder  likens  the 
scene  to  that  on  the  Mount  of  the  Tmnsfiguration !  "  At  the 
closing  scenes  we  seemed  to  touch  Heaven !  It  was  good  to  be 
there ;  and  many  longed  to  build  tabernacles  that  they  mig^t 
abide  in  that  Mount  of  Transfigumtion !  Traces  of  profile 
weeping  appeared  on  almost  every  countenance.  Holy  joy  had 
been  breaking  up  the  deepest  fountains  of  feeling  in  response  to 
the  opening  of  the  windows  of  Heaven.  The  purest  and  Ddost 
vital  waters  of  Heaven  and  earth  mingled  in  that  tide  of  salva- 
tion which  flooded  the  soul ! "  And  the  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson 
remarked,  at  the  time,  ''  that  the  meeting  had  reached  a  point  of 
holy  feeling  apparently  very  near  to  Heaven ! "  These  men 
had  just  been  giving  the  Eight  Hand  of  Fellowship  to  the  Mon- 
ster that  denies  to  men  their  right  to  their  sinews  and  to  women 
that  to  their  virtue,  which  steals  the  child  from  the  parent  and 
robs  the  husband  of  the  wife,  that  shuts  out  Wisdom  at  every 
entrance  from  the  minds  of  every  sixth  bom  American,  and,  if 
their  own  doctrines  be  true,  thrusts  them  down  to  eternal  tor- 
ments, the  victims  of  compelled  ignorance ;  they  had  poured  the 
waters  of  baptism  on  his  brow  and  invited  him  to  the  Table  of 
their  Lord,  and  it  seemed  to  them  that  they  were  rapt  to  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration,  to  the  very  gate  of  Heaven  as  their 
reward !  "  With  devotion's  visage  and  pious  action  they  had 
sugared  o'er  the  Devil  himself,"  and  they  thought  they  had  been 
doing  God  service !  We  do  not  doubt  that  these  raptures  weie 
really  felt  by  most  of  those  who  professed  them.  It  is  nothing 
new  in  the  history  of  Enthusiasm.  But  viewed  in  connection 
with  the  action  preceding  them,  they  were  as  absurd  in  the  eye 
of  Beason  and  more  offensive  in  the  sight  of  God  than  the  Deilh 
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Song  of  an  Indian  Chief,  the  stolid  ecstacy  of  a  Hindoo  devo- 
tee, or  the  frantic  gyrations  of  a  Turkish  deivise. 

In  our  last  Report  we  gave  an  account  of  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  by  the  Massachusetts  Annual  Convention  of  Con- 
gregational Ministers  to  prepare  a  Report  giving  a  brief  account 
of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Slavery  in  our  Country,  a  view  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  Free  States  in  regard  to  it,  and  a  temperate 
but  earnest  Appeal  to  the  Community  on  the  subject  This  Re- 
port was  made  to  the  last  Convention,,  May,  1849.  It  is  drawn 
with  great  skill  and  adroitness,  seeming  to  condemn  Slavery, 
while  it  reserves  every  protection  it  claims  at  our  hands.  It 
keeps  scrupulously  out  of  sight  the  action  of  the  Abolitionists ; 
magnifies  whatever  an  exceptional  clergyman  here  and  there 
has  ventured  imperfectly  to  utter  against  Slavery ;  admits,  as 
the  Abolitionists  of  old,  and  Rev.  Albert  Barnes  of  late,  have 
asserted,  that  "  there  is  no  power  out  of  the  Church  that  could 
sustain  Slavery,  if  it  were  not  sustained  m  it; "  gives  no  intima- 
tion that  the  Church  and  Clergy  have  not  done  their  whole  duty 
in  the  premises ;  glorifies  the  Colonization  Lie ;  and,  by  way  of 
Improvement,  proclaims  their  views  of  the  duty  of  Christians  in 
this  matter,  as  follows :  —  They  declare,  "  without  scruple,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  the 
the  laws  of  the  land,  in  their  recognition  AND  SUPPORT  of 
Slavery,  SO  FAR,  and  only  so  far,  as  the  integrity  and  peace 
of  the  State  require  such  submission. 

-  We  do  not  DENY,  but  ACKNOWLEDGE  the  legal  nght 
of  property  in  Slaves.  We  admit  that  that  is  property,  for  the 
time  being,  which  the  law  deolares  to  be  profbrtt.  We 
would  not  counsel  interference  with  the  Slaveholders  in  their 
exercise  of  this  right  as  long  as  it  exists." 

And  these  are  the  spiritual  guides  of  the  sons  of  the  Pilgrims ! 
These  the  successors  of  the  Wilsons  and  Cottons  of  the  Emi- 
gration, of  the  Coopers  and  Mayhews  of  the  Revolution !  If 
this  be  the  degraded  condition  of  Religion  in  the  best  part  of 
the  Country,  what  must  it  be  in  the  worst?  Verily,  they  have 
made  our  Father's  House  a  den  of  thieves ! 

There  have  not  been  wanting,  however,  instances  in  which 
the  true  religious  spirit  of  the  country  has  forced  its  way  through, 
or  over,  its  accustomed  channels  in  the  direction  of  humanity 
tod  fipeedom.    No  less  than  four  Synods  and  thirteen  Ftesbyte- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  OHUftCH.  SI 

lies,  besides  single  churches  and  individaals  memonalized  the 
Presbyterian  Greneral  Assembly  to  separate  that  Church  from 
all  participation  and  communion  with  Slaveholding.  The  treat- 
ment these  Bemonstrances  met  with  we  have  elsewhere  re- 
corded. What  the  consequences  of  that  treatment  will  be  it  may 
not  be  time  yet  to  know.  At  the  West,  however,  where  most 
of  this  Anti- Slavery  opposition  exists,  the  Free  Synod  of  Cin- 
cinnati has  been  organized  out  of  those  who  withdrew  from  the 
old  bodies  on  the  ground  of  their  Pro- Slavery  position,  and  is 
based  on  the  refusal  of  all  Christian  fellowship  with  those  who 
hold  Slaves.  This  looks  like  the  action  of  men  in  earnest  and 
we  hope  will  be  imitated  and  carried  out  There  has  also  been 
a  movement  among  the  Friends,  particularly  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  promises  to  give  an  impulse  to  the  Anti- 
Slavery  cause,  in  common  with  other  Eeforms,  different  from 
what  we  have  recently  had  to  expect  from  the  successors  of 
Fox  and  Barclay.  All  such  reachings  afler  the  Eight,  must 
ever  be  watched  with  interest,  and  should  be  encouraged  and 
directed,  where  comfort  or  guidance  is  needed,  by  all  sincere 
and  earnest  Abolitionists. 


OUE  POLICY. 

In  compliance  with  the  settled  policy  of  this  Society,  recog- 
nized by  its  action  for  a  series  of  successive  years,  we  had  forms 
of  Petition  extensively  circulated,  last  winter,  praying  the  Gen- 
eral Coiurt  to  take  measures  for  the  peaceful  Secession  of  Mas* 
saohusetts  from  the  Union,  as  the  only  way  in  which  her  char- 
acter could  be  relieved  from  the  disgrace  of  sustaining  Slavery, 
and  her  honor  vindicated  for  the  injuries  and  insults  it  had 
heaped  upon  her.  These  Petitions,  numerously  signed,  were 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  a  Special  Committee  being 
again  refused,  before  which  a  hearing  was  had  on  the  aflemoon 
of  the  1st  of  Majch,  in  the  Hall  of  Eepresentatives.  A  numerous 
audience,  comprising  a  large  proportion  of  the  Legislature,  Was 
in  attendance,  when  this  great  cause  came  up  for  argument 
Full  justice  was  done  to  it,  both  in  matter  and  manner  by  Mr. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Gasrison,  and  the  unanswerable  strength  of 
their  reasoning  and  the  unconquerable  army  of  their  facts,  must 
have  had  the  effect  of  making  some  of  their  hearers  wiser,  if 
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not  better  men.  Although  the  result  wbm  again  a  permim<m  to 
OS  to  withdraw  our  Petitions,  we  have  profited  too  well  by  our 
experience  to  be  disheartened  by  Bepulse,  however  often  re- 
peated. We  have  luarched  on  to  Victory  over  the  prostrate 
forms  of  so  many  Defeats  that  we  have  learned  never  to  be  dis- 
concerted.  If  we  do  not  extort  from  Massachusetts  all  she  owes 
to  herself,  her  Ancestry  and  her  Posterity,  we  may  at  least 
hope  to  make  her  uneasy  in  the  ignominious  posture  she  now 
occupies  before  the  Nations.  She  shall  know  what  she  seeks 
to  hide  from  herself,  and  which  her  politicians  and  priests  con- 
spire together  to  hide  from  her,  her  complicity  with  the  buyers 
and  sellers  of  her  countrymen  and  her  pusillanimous  submission 
to  open  insult  and  notorious  wrong.  The  way  of  her  deliver- 
ance shall  be  pointed  out  to  her,  and  she  shall  still  be  warned  to 
flee  from  the  Wrath  to  come.  That  this  may  be  done,  efiectn- 
ally,  we  would  urge  upon  you  to  make  a  yet  louder  Protest 
against  the  Confederacy  of  Crime  to  which  she  clings,  a  yet 
more  emphatic  Demand  for  her  self-purification,  by  assailing 
the  gates  of  the  Legislature  in  larger  numbers  than  have  ever 
yet  knocked  at  those  doors. 

OUa   AIM. 

The  lapse  of  Time  and  the  progress  of  Events  have  but 
served  to  confirm  our  delibemte  and  often  recorded  opinion  that 
the  only  Exodus  for  the  Slave  from  his  bondage,  the  only  re- 
demption of  ourselves  from  our  guilty  participation  in  it,  lies 
over  the  ruins  of  the  American  State  and  the  American  Church. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  this  Beport,  however  imperfectly 
and  feebly,  has  abundantly  proved,  are  in  league  with  the  Op- 
pressor and  batten  on  the  cnished  bodies  and  mangled  souls  of 
the  Oppressed.  Tlie  comer-stone  of  the  American  Church,  as 
well  as  of  the  American  State,  is  the  Slavery  of  the  African 
race.  We  protest  against  both.  We  call  upon  all  men  who 
love  God  and  regard  Man  to  come  out  of  both  and  to  unite  in 
bunding  a  holier  Temple  for  the  worship  of  the  True  God,  a 
more  sacred  Capitol  for  the  service  of  a  better  Commonweal, 
than  those  structures  which  rest  on  the  hearts  and  are  cem^it- 
ed  with  the  blood  of  Three  MUlion  Slaves.  We  are  convinced 
more  and  more  by  the  experience  of  every  day,  that  this  couive 
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is  not  only  the  Absolute  Bight,  but  that  it  id  the  Highest  Expe- 
dienoy.  We  know  that  we  have  never  so  shaken  the  Chmdi. 
we  have  never  extorted  fiom  her  so  large  a  share  of  the  decent 
homage  of  hypocrisy,  or  compelled  her  to  asstuoe  the  mask  of 
Anti- Slavery  so  eagerly,  as  since  we  have  shaken  off  the  dast 
of  our  feet  as  a  testimony  against  her  and  JMt  her  to  be  joined 
to  her  idols.  We  know  that  we  have  never  made  our  voice 
reach  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  Union  so  clearly,  our  opin- 
ions and  practices  have  never  been  so  distinctly  repeated  and 
proclaimed  by  the  universal  press,  by  the  Legislatures  and  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  our  Philosophy  and  Method 
been  so  well  understood  by  the  General  Mind  of  the  Country, 
as  since  we  have  adopted  the  principle  of  "  NO  UNION  WITH 
SLAVEHOLDERS." 

The  work  which  the  American  Abolitionists  have  undertaken 
is  no  light  one.  They  aim  at  nothing  less  than  a  Reformation 
of  the  Religion  and  a  Revolution  in  the  Government  of  the 
Country.  They  seek  to  rescue  Christianity  from  the  shame, 
and  Repviblicanism  from  the  infamy,  which  Slavery  has  justly 
brought  upon  them  both.  They  aspire  to  assist  in  the  building 
up  of  a  Church  and  of  a  State  such  as  the  Martyrs  of  Religion 
and  Freedom  in  all  past  time  foresaw,  when  they  jojrfuUy  yield- 
ed themselves  to  the  Stake  or  to  the  Block.  Those  hopes  of 
the  yearning  Ages  have  been  hitherto  mournfully  defeated. 
The  experiment  of  a  Great  Nation  with  popular  Institutions,  on 
these  Western  shores,  has  signally  failed.  We  are  not  the 
Model,  but  the  Warning  of  the  Nations.  And  this,  owing  to  the 
disturbing  element  of  Slavery  which  our  Fathers  introduced  and 
■we  suffer  to  exist  in  our  National  Economy.  We  see  plainly 
that  the  elimination  of  this  abhorred  ingredient  must  precede 
any  successful  attempt  to  erect  a  true  Republic,  enduring  and 
flourishing  under  the  auspices  of  a  pure  Religion.  To  do  this 
is  the  appointed  and  the  chosen  work  of  the  Abolitionists.  In  the 
presence  of  such  a  Purpose,  the  Sectarian  strifes,  the  Partizan 
struggles,  the  Social  competitions  of  the  hour  dwindle  and  dis- 
appear. Ours  is  the  only  Movement  of  this  Age  and  Country 
that  will  impress  itself  indelibly  on  the  destinies  of  all  coming 
Time.  While  the  ephemeral  objects  which  agitate  the  contem- 
porary mind  must  soon  pass  away  and  be  foi^otten,  the  change 
which  we  seek  to  achieve  will  influence  the  condition  of  mil- 
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lions  as  long  as  the  Earth  shall  endare.  for  snch  an  End  we 
may  well  forego  the  temptations  of  a  vulgar  ambition  and  cheer- 
inlly  dedicate  to  its  Accomplishment  the  best  powers  of  our 
minds  and  the  best  years  of  our  lives.  For  the  blessing  of  onr 
labors  will  never  cease  from  off  the  Earth,  and  their  Memory 
will  endare  forever ! 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  President. 
EDMUND  QUmCY,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

Tht  Receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Massachiuetts  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  from  Jan,  1,  1849,  to  Jan,  1,  1850,  have  been  as 
follows,  viz. : 

From  the  Treasarer  of  tbe  Massachnfetta  Antl^SlaTeiy  Bazaar, 99j334  OS 

'*    W.  Pbillipa,  for  unexpended  balance  of  fUnds  contributed  for  defence  of  Dr. 

Hudson, 87  00 

**    8.  May,  Jr.,  for  Collections  at  Annual  Bleeting, 168  90 

'*    Proceeds  of  Second  Anti-Slavery  Fair  in  Boston, S05  M 

*'    S.  May,  Jr.,  for  proceeds  of  Antl-Slaveiy  Fair  at  Worcester, 677  61 

*<    Agents,  for  Collections,  and  from  various  persons  in  Donations  and  Subscrip- 
tions during  the  year,  and  publiabed  monthly  in  the  Liberator,*  ...•«..*  8,775  49 

Total  Amount  of  Receipts, ^188  08 

The  Disbursements  during  the  same  period  have  been 
as  foUows,  viz. : 

ForsarviceaandezpenseiofParkerFillsbnry,  as  Agent, • 1309  90 

«  Office  expenses  at  81  Cotnbill, 317  90 

**  Services  and  expenses  of  John  8.  Jacobs,  as  Agent, >• 15  00 

**  Sundry  biUs  for  printing, 5  75 

**  Office  Rent,  91  ComWll, 200  00 

"  Use  ofHalls  for  sundry  Conventions, 46St5 

*>  Coomiissions  to  S.  Brooke,  on  Collections, 11  84 

Paid  per  order  of  the  Board  to  Treasurer  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,*  •  •  3,516  63 

For  services  and  expenses  ofLucy  Stone,  as  Agent, • 863  56 

«*  Printing  Annual  Report, ,. ..••  84  60 

"  Expenses  of  Annual  Meeting, 66  76 

**  ServicesofS.May,  Jr.,  as  General  Agent, • 600  00 

PaidS.  May,Jr.,  for  his  expenses,  postages,  ftc, 100  80 

**  ExpensesofNewEngland  Anti-Slavery  Convention, • 191  95 

"  Expenses  ofCelebratlon,  Fourth  of  July, 40  60 

**  For  50  copies  ofthe  Liberator  for  Members  of  Congress, 85  00 

**  Expenses  of  Celebration  of  West  India  Emancipation,  at  Worcester, 90  64 

•*  BiU  of  DuUfs  on  Goods  imported  for  Fair,  in  1848, 47  06 

•*  ForservlcesandexpenseaofC.  C.Burleigh,  as  Agent, • 53  70 

"  For  services  of  J.  L.  Russell,  as  Agent, 5, 00 

**  For  services  and  expenses  ofW.L.  Garrison,  in  Barnstable  County, 18  00 

Total  Amount  of  Disbursements, ••••    $5,944  44 

'  Balance  remaining  in  Treasuiy, JM3  56 

#6,188  08 
BaooKuni,  Jaw.  1,  1850.  S.  PHILBRICK,  Treasurer. 

BofTOK,  Jan.  13,  1850. 
I  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  it  coiiecUy  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

EDMUND  JAOKSON,  Auditor^ 

8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


0FFICER6   OF  THE    SOCIETY. 


PRESIDEITT. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Boston. 

VICE   PEEBIDENTB. 

Andrew  Robeson,  New  Bedford,  George  Hott,  Athol, 

Edbiund  Quinct,  Dedbam,  John  C.  Gtore,  Roxbury, 

Stillman  Lothrop,  Cambridge,  Caroline  Weston,  Weymonth, 

Amos  Farnsworth,  Groton,  Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.,  Fitchbiirg, 

Adin  JiALLOU,  Milford,  George  Miles,  WestmiDSter, 

John  M.  Fisk^  West  Brookfield,  James  N.  Buffum,  LynD, 

Joshua  T.  Everett,  Princeton,  Ctrus  Peirce,  Newton, 
Effingham  L.  Capron,  Worcester,  John  T.  Hilton,  Cambridgeport, 

William  B.  Earle,  Leicester,  Thomas  T.  Stone,  Salem, 

Jefferson  Church,  Springfield,  Bourne  Spooner,  Plymouth, 

William  B.  Stone,  Gardner,  William  Ashbt,  Newburyport, 

Oliver  Gardner,  Nantucket,  John  Bailet,  Lynn, 

Nathan  Webster,  Haverhill,  Charles  F.  Hovet,  Boston,  ^ 

Henrt  L  Bowditch,  Boston,  J.  S.  Stafford,  CummingtoD. 

corresponding  secretart. 
EDMUND  QUINCY,  Dedham. 

recording  secretart. 
ROBERT  F.  WALLCUT,  Boston. 

treasurer. 
SAMUEL  PHILBRICK,  Brookline. 

auditor. 
EDMUND  JACKSON,  Boston. 

counsellors. 

William  Llotd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips, 

Maria  Weston  Chapman,  John  Rogers, 

Cornelius  Bramhall,  Anne  W.  Weston, 

Eliza  Lee  Follen,  John  M.  Spear, 

Charles  K.  Whipple,  James  Russeij:.  Lowell, 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  William  L  Bowditch. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX. 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SIAVERT  SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Societt 
was  held  at  Faneuil  Uall,  commencing  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  23d,  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.  The  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Francis  Jackson,  of  Boston. 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  Eliza  J.  Kennt,  of  Salem,  were 
appointed  Assistant  Secretaries. 

On  motion  of  £.  Quincy,  H  was 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  on  Business  be  nominated  from  the  Chair. 
The  following  persons  were  nominated  and  chosen:  —  William  Llotd 
Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Parker  Pillsburt,  Charles  F. 
Hovet,  Luct  Stone,  Anne  W.  Weston. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  K  Quincy,  Stdnet  H.  Gat,  of  New  York, 
and  J.  Miller  Mc'Kim,  of  Philadelphia,  were  added  to  tlie  Business 
Committee. 

On  motion  of  S.  May,  Jr.,  the  following  i>ersons  were  nominated  a 
Committee  of  Finance,  and  chosen: — James  N,  Buffum,  Lewis  Ford, 
Joshua  T.  Everett,  and  Nathaniel  B.  Spooner.  On  account  of  Mr. 
Buffum's  absence,  ELBRiDas  Spragce  was  afterwards  added  to  this 
Committee. 

The  Treasurer,  Samuel  Philbrick,  presented  his  Annual  Report, 
together  with  the  Auditor's  Report  on  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  be  accepted,  and  printed  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  W.  Phillips,  that  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  be  now  heard. 

Accordingly  copious  extracts  from  the  Report  were  read  by  Edmund 
Quincy.    After  which,  the  Society  adjourned  to  2h  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY— Afternoon  Session. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  quarter  before  3  o^clock,  and  the 
proceedings  were  introduced  by  an  Anti-Slavery  song  from  a  volunteer 
choir,  as  was  the  case  with  nearly  every  subsequent  session. 

The  President,  on  motion,  appointed  the  following  persons  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  list  of  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year:  — 
Edmund  Quinct,  Bourne  Spooner,  William  Ashbt,  Joshua  T. 
Everett,  John  T.  Hilton,  Elias  Richards,  John  Bailet,  E.  W. 

TWINO. 

Wendell  Phillips,  from  the  Business  Committee,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  surprised  as  we  are  at  the  simplicity  of  the  North- 
ern Press  and  Northern  Members  of  Congress,  in  urging  so  incessantly 
upon  Southern  Disunion ists  that  'their  course  will  defeat  their  object, 
since  in  the  Union  and  under  the  Constitution  is  the  only  security  for 
the  permanent  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  Slave  property,  we  are  still  more 
disgusted  at  the  unblushing  impudence  with  which  these  same  editors 
and  politicians  rise  from  their  servile  knees  to  ask  of  the  Abolitionists 
the  support  of  that  very  instrument  which  they  have  just  proved  to  be 
the  corner-stone  of  bondage,  and  a  comfort  to  the  oppressor. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  look  upon  it  as  one  source  of  rejoicing,  eyen  in 
the  atrocious  system  of  Slavery,  that  the  agitation  for  its  overthrow  seems 
destined  to  waken  to  life  the  torpid  conscience  of  the  nation,  to  quicken 
its  sense  of  justice,  and  to  recall  pure  religion  to  the  desecrated  temples 
and  whited  sepulchres  which  have  so  long  passed  for  its  shrines. 

3.  Resolved,  That  one  chief  reason  why  we  enter  our  rebuke  against 
the  Church  is,  that  having  so  long  scattered  the  seeds  of  reform,  she 
sits  still,  now  that  the  fields  are  white  for  the  harvest;  that  she  disowns 
the  principles  which  have  sprung  from  her  bosom,  brands  them  as  in- 
fidel, and  gathers  into  her  fold  those  timid  sheep,  whom  she  can  still 
govern,  lest  they  be  corrupted  by  the  <<  running  to  and  fro,  and  increase 
of  knowledge  "  which  her  prophets  have  foretold ;  that,  claiming  to  have 
on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness,  she  refuses  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  battle ;  claiming  to  hold  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  she  keeps  it 
nicely  sheathed,  while  other  men  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  Saints ;  and  in  view  of  these  facts,  we  pronounce  her  claim  to  be  the 
Church  of  Christ,  an  idle  blasphemy. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  Anti-Slavery  progress  of  the  pest 
year,  it  must  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  all  coming  time,  that  in  a  nation 
sprung  from  English  and  Puritan  ancestry,  the  political  arena  should  be 
the  first  to  awaken  to  its  duty  on  a  great  moral  question,  and  that  an 
agitation  like  that  of  Anti-Slavery  should  owe  its  progress  and  success 
fat  more  to  the  forum  than  the  pulpit,  to  the  selfish  broils  and  time- 
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serving  motions  at  Washington,  than  to  those  who  assume  to  fill  the 
pulpits  of  Cooper  and  Maybe%  and  to  teach  the  Gospel  of  Christ 

5.  Resolvedy  That  we  look  on  the  present  session  of  Congress  as 
the  most  useful  since  the  organization  of  the  Government,  and  consider 
its  character  the  result  not  only  of  the  virtue  and  independence  of  a  few 
leading  minds  there,  but  of  that  awakened  public  opinion  of  the  Free 
States,  of  which  Washington  is  but  the  echo ;  and  this  conviction  gives 
fresh  animation  to  the  zeal  with  which  we  set  ourselves  again  to  the 
work  of  re-educating  a  corrupt  and  besotted  people. 

6.  Rtsolvtd^  That  we  seek  a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  first,  as  a 
measure  of  individual  duty  to  cease  from  sustaining  a  great  evil ;  second- 
ly, to  secure  free  action  and  expression  for  that  degree  of  Anti-Slavery 
feeling  which  even  now  exists  in  the  nation,  aud  which  is  either  soothed 
by  the  pride,  cajoled  by  the  professions,  or  intimidated  by  the  power  of 
the  great  national  parties  and  sects;  thirdly,  by  abstaining  from  all 
guaranties  to  the  master  to  leave  the  balance  even  between  the  two 
races ;  fourthly,  to  bring  closer  to  the  Southern  conscience  the  indigna- 
tion and  moral  rebuke  of  the  age,  now  confused  and  restrained  by  a 
fusion  of  these  States ;  and  lastly,  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  institution  of 
Slavery  those  principles  of  the  relative  value  of  Free  and  Slave  labpr,  of 
the  unchangeable  connection  of  national  prosperity  with  popular  pro- 
gress and  the  elevation  of  the  masses,  which  has  swept  chattelism  from 
Europe,  and  will  put  an  end  to  it  here  whenever  the  breakwater  of  this 
Union,  which  now  shields  the  South  from  their  reach,  is  removed. 

7.  Resolved,  That  in  the  lamented  death  of  David  Rugoles,  we 
mourn  the  loss  of  an  early,  acdve,  sagacious  and  persevering  friend  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  cause  —  of  one  whose  professional  ability  hiakes  his 
decease  a  public  loss,  and  whose  position  and  success  were  doing  much 
to  weaken  the  cruel  prejudice  against  color  —  of  one  whose  career  proves 
the  power  of  individual  intellect  and  energy  in  making  their  way  under 
the  most  tryiug  disadvantages  of  race  and  position,  and  of  personal  infir- 
mity and  ill  health ;  and  that  we  commend  the  conduct  and  character  of 
Dr.  RuGGLES  to  the  study  of  a  Pro-Slavery  community,  as  evidence  of 
the  vigor  of  a  race  borne  down  by  so  many  burdens,  and  to  our  colored 
friends  as  a  model,  the  imitation  of  which  cannot  fail  toT  secure  their 
elevation  and  improvement. 

Parker  Pillsbury  spoke  to  the  first  resolution,  and  made  some  very 
forcible  and  instructive  remarks  on  the  dflties  of  Abolitionists  at  home, 
and  in  their  daily  intercourse  with  those  around  them. 

Edmund  Quincy  followed  in  an  able  speech. 

Wendell  PhiUii)S  referred  to  the  fact  that  Henry  B.  Stanton,  once 
deemed  a  very  model  of  Anti-Slavery  fidelity,  but  who  had  in  1840  tumecl 
his  back  upon  bis  old  fi'iends  and  fellow- workers  of  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  having  given  himself  up  to  politics;  has  been  lately 
8* 
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found  votiDg,  as  a  member  of  the  New  York  Senate,  to  Uof  an  AnUr 
Slavtry  resolution  on  the  table.  In  view  of  such  an  example  of  the  moral 
decline  of  a  deserter,  be  saw  no  reason  to  be  either  ashamed  or  dis- 
couraged at  the  attitude  in  which  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Sla?ery  So* 
ciety  stands  to-day. 

WEDNESDAY  — Evening  Session. 

The  Society  re-assera bled  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  President  in  the  Chau*. 
The  resolutions  before  the  Society  v?ere  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Samuel  May,  Jr.  supported  the  5ih  resolution,  referring  to  the  pres- 
ent session  of  .Congress  as  one  of  the  most  useful  ever  held. 

Robert  Edmond,  a  Scotch  gentleman,  said  he  would  like  very  briefly 
to  describe  to  the  audience  the  treatment  he  had  received  in  South  Caro- 
lina for  endeavoring  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  Slave  population,  and 
teaching  some  Slaves  to  read.  He  had  gone  to  South  Carolina  as  a 
baker,  but  had  been  so  shocked  with  the  low  intellectual  and  moral  con- 
dition of  the  Slaves  and  colored  people,  that  he  thought  he  would  at- 
tempt something  for  their  benefit  On  one  occasion,  while  teaching 
some  Slaves  to  read,  a  band  of  men,  disguised,  came  to  his  school-house, 
dragged  him  a  mile  or  more,  and  there  stripped  him  of  his  clothes,  and 
covered  him  with  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers,  and  then  ordered  him,  on 
peril  of  his  life,  to  leave  the  State  without  delay.  Mr.  Edmond  ex- 
pressed the  astonishment  ho  had  felt,  on  coming  to  the  North,  and  visit- 
ing diflferent  towns  and  villages  for  the  purpose  of  telling  his  story,  to 
find  how  much  indifference  exists  with  regard  to  the  Slave's  wrongs  and 
suffermgs,  and  how  strong  a  feeling  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the 
Slaveholder's  behalf  He  said  he  had  been  nearly  discouraged  at  what 
he  had  experienced  and  seen  in  the  United  States,  though  he  thought  the 
people  of  his  own  land  would  hardly  credit  the  story  he  must  tell  on  his 
return. 

Parker  Pillsbury  followed.  He  commented  on  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Edmond,  and  upon  our  *'  glorious  union"  with  the  men  who  com- 
mitted that  mean  and  dastardly  attack  upon  him.  The  garb  in  which 
their  cowardiy  hands  had  clothed  him  was  indeed  to  him  a  "  robe  of 
righteousness,"  of  which  Mr.  E.  would  never  have  reason  to  be  ashamed. 
Mr.  P.  then  contrasted,  with  this  treatment  of  Mr.  Edmond,  the  treat- 
ment which  Southern  men  usually  receive  at  the  North.  He  referred 
to  tlie  adulation  with  which  the  Hoston  Atlas  recently  noticed  the  arri- 
val in  this  city  of  Governor  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Pills- 
bury  then  referred  to  the  late  letter  of  Father  Mattiew  to  Judge  Lumi>- 
kin,  of  Georgia,  read  that  letter,  with  all  its  honied  and  complimentary 
phrase,  and  rebuked  the  servile  course  which  the  ^^posUe  of  Ten^ 
ranee  (!)  is  pursuing  in  the  Slaveholding  States, 
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^Wendell  Phillips  took  the  case  of  Mr.  Edmond  as  a  text  for  an 
able  and  eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  portrayed  the  degrading  effects 
of  our  Slaveholding  alliance. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

THURSDAY— MoRNiifG  Session. 

The  Society  again  met  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 
The  Secretary  read  the  first  resolution. 

Daniel  S.  Whitney,  of  Hopedale,  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolutions 
before  the  meeting,  enlarging  upon  the  compromises  with  Slavery  in  the 
United  States  Constitution.  Thomas  Haskell,  of  Gloucester,  also  spoke 
to  the  resolutions. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution  for  adop- 
tion:— 

Resolvtdy  That  the  members  of  this  Society,  and  other  persons  in 
attendance,  be  requested  to  contribute  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  or  such 
sum,  either  more  or  less,  as  they  may  think  right,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  meeting. 

They  also  gave  notice  that  copies  of  the  Annual  Report  would  be 
ready  for  distribution  in  the  aflemoon,  and  that  each  person  contribut- 
ing to  the  expenses  of  the  meetmg  would  be  entitled  to  a  copy. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  specially  on  the  resolution  relative  to 
David  Ruooles,  by  Wendell  Phillips  and  John  M.  Spear,  and  that 
resolution  (No.  7)  was  unanimously  adopted. 
*  Parker  Pillsbury  continued  the  discussion  on  the  resolutions,  allud- 
ing to  a  recent  attack,  in  the  Washington  Union,  on  the  Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  on  account  of  the  Petition  it  is  circulating  in  favor 
of  Secession  from  the  Union.  He  spoke  of  the  doubtful  and  hesitating 
manner  in  which  the  Free  Soil  Party  had  managed  its  own  affairs ;  wit- 
ness the  seven  trials  in  Middlesex  District  to  elect  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, in  every  one  of  which  the  Free  Soil  Party  has  been  steadily  losing 
ground,  whereas,  if  they  had  agitated  the  District  faithfully  and  fearless- 
ly, they  might  have  completely  triumphed  long  since.  Mr.  Pillsbury 
also  spoke  of  the  effect  of  the  Anti-Slavery  agitation,  wherever  thorough- 
ly carried,  in  unmasking  priestly  manceuvring,  and  in  suppressing  those 
delusive  excitements  called  religioua  revivals^  in  which  it  is  only  the 
pro-slavery  religion  of  this  guilty  land  which  is  revived. 

Wendell  Phillips  and  Parker  Pillsbury  further  continued  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  position  and  character  of  the  Free  Soil  Party.  The 
latter  drew  a  striking  contrast  between  the  regard  for  liberty  manifested 
in  this  country  and  in  Turkey,  (!)  where,  according  to  Lieut.  Lynch, 
whom  President  Polk  sent  on  an  expedition  to  the  Dead  Sen,  (with  a 
view,  as  was  suggested,  to  the  annexation  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  to 
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this  Republic,)  a  law  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  forbids  any  man  to  be  held-in 
Slavery  for  a  period  exceeding  seven  years,  and  where  there  is  ''no  pre- 
judice founded  on  distinction  of  color;"  and  the  fact  is  stated  that  the 
present  Governor  of  the  Dardanelles  is  a  black  man,  and  was  recently  a 
Slave. 

William  A.  White  rose,  he  said,  to  bear  his  testimony  in  favor  of 
the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  with  its  kindred  societies,  as 
the  only  organization  in  the  land  which  goes  for  the  liberation  of  every 
Slave  in  the  land ;  and  therefore,  said  he,  I  honor  the  Society  and  belong 
to  it  But  he  did  not  agree  that  the  Free  Soil  Party  is,  as  Mr.  Pillsbury 
said,  the  worst  of  the  three,  and  that  its  influence  is  more  to  be  feared 
than  that  of  the  other  two.    He  undertook  a  defeuce  of  that  party. 

Adjourned  to  2i  o  clock. 

THURSDAY  — Afternoon  Session. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the  Chairs  Copies  of 
the  Annual  Report  were  distributed. 

G.  W.  F.  Mellen  addressed  the  Society,  and  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions as  substitutes  for  those  before  the  meeting.  Not  being  seconded, 
they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Charles  List,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  a  member  of  the  Free  Soil  Party, 
spoke  warmly  and  eloquently  in  defence  of  that  party,  and  of  his  own 
course  in  joining  with  it.  He  claimed  for  it  an  Ami-Slavery  character, 
and  that  much  good  had  resulted  from  its  labors.  He  declared  himself 
a  believer  in  expediency  as  well  as  in  principle ;  and  said  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  act  always  on  principle,  (as  he  would  be  glad  to  do,)  bat 
that  he  must,  in  many  cases,  be  governed  by  expediency. 

Edmund  Quincy  presented  the  following  resolution :  — 

Resolved,  That  every  one  who  regards  himself  an  Abolitionist,  is 
urgently  requested  to  pledge  all  that  he  can  give,  all  he  can  collect,  and 
all  he  deems  it  certain  his  town  or  society  will  give,  to  sustain  this  So- 
ciety in  carrying  on  a  series  of  Conventions  within  this  Commonwealth, 
to  rouse  its  citizens  to  their  duty  to  the  Slave. 

This,  afler  some  remarks  in  its  support,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
, Parker  Pillsbury  made  a  very  able  reply  to  Mr.  List,  and  especially 
to  the  claim  he  had  set  up,  that  the  Free  Soil  Party  is  the  party  of  pro- 
gress* What  kind  of  progress  is  that,  he  asked,  which  goes,  in  its  list 
of  Presidential  candidates,  from  James  G.  Birney,  n  repentant  Slave- 
holder, and  long  a  most  efficient  laborer  in  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  back 
to  John  P.  Hale,  a  man  who  openly,  in  the  Senate,  declares  himself 
ready  to  fulfil  all  the  Constitutional  guaranties  to  Slavery,  and  to  shed 
his  heart's  best  blood  rather  than  not  fulfil  them  ?  and,  again,  from  John 
P.  Hale  back  to  Martin  Van  Buren,  the  cunning  and  inveterate  foe  of 
Anti-Slavery,  the  man  who,  in  1840,  pledged  himself,  if  elected  to  the 
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Presidency,  to  veto  any  bill  for  the  Abolition  of  Slaved  in  tbe  District 
of  Columbia  ?    This  i8  progresi^  with  a  vengeance ! 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  with  leave,  stated  to  the  audience  the  case  of  Alex- 
ander Asher,  a  fugitive  slave  from  Cuba,  recently  arrived  in  this  city,  by 
the  way  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Adjourned  to  the  evening,  7  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  — Evening  Session. 

Met  according  to  acyournment,  Edmund  Quincy,  a  Vice  President,  in 
the  Chair. 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  said  though  neither  a  prophet  nor  the  son  of  a 
prophet,  he  would  venture  to  say,  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  it 
would  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  Faneuil  Hall,  one  of 
the  best  and  most  appropriate  uses  to  which  it  had  ever  been  put,  that 
it  had  been  the  place  where,  in  successive  years,  the  fugitive  Slave,  man 
and  woman,  successfully  escaping  from  every  part  of  the  Southern 
States,  had  come,  and  had  received  a  hearty  and  most  cheering  welcome. 
Last  year  we  had  William  and  Ellen  Craft,  from  Georgia,  and  Henry 
Box  Brown,  from  Virginia.  To-night  we  have  with  us  a  young  Slave- 
girl,  who,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  present  winter,  left  her  home  in 
North  Carolina,  left  even  her  little  child,  and  fled  from  the  sufferings 
and  terrible  outrages  to  which  she  had  been  subjected,  to  a  Northern 
climate  and  a  land  of  strangers.  Having  accidentally  learned  that,  on 
the  day  following,  a  vessel  was  to  sail  for  Boston  from  the  town  where 
she  lived,  (Wilmington,)  she  determined  to  put  in  execution  a  plan  of 
escape  she  had  long  been  forming.  In  the  darkness  of  night,  she  got, 
unseen,  on  board  the  vessel,  and  secreted  herself  in  a  dark  and  narrow 
hole,  used  for  the  stowing  away  of  cordage — having  provided  herself 
with  a  bog  of  bread  and  a  bottle  or  two  of  water.  There  she  lay^btir 
weeks  ;  for,  on  account  of  head  winds,  the  vessel  did  not  get  to  sea  for  a 
week  or  more,  and  then  had  a  rough  passage.  Three  or  four  days 
before  arriving  at  Boston,  she  was  discovered  in  her  hiding-place  by  the 
mate.  He  learned  who  she  was,  and  generously  supplied  her  with  re- 
freshments. He  told  no  one  of  her  being  on  board,  and  on  reaching 
Boston  helped  her  to  find  a  temporary  home.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
mate  was  knowing  to  her  escape ;  but  she  avers  that  neither  he  nor  any 
one  else  knew  of  her  being  in  the  vessel  until  just  before  reaching  Bos- 
ton. Such  had  been  her  sufferings  in  her  damp,  dark  and  confined 
position,  that  she  could  scarcely  stand  upright  on  going  ashore,  and  her 
feet  were  found  to  be  badly  frost-bitten.  The  girl  was  the  Slave  of 
George  W.  Davis,  of  Wilmington,  who,  though  an  American,  is  British 
Consul  for  that  port,  and  by  whom  she  has  been  most  brutally  and 
basely  treated,  as  she  declares. 
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Thomas  Jones,  himself  a  recent  fugitive  from  Wilmington,  N.  C^ 
a  man  44  years  of  age,  said  that  he  knew  the  Slave-girl  (lietsy  Blakelj) 
well,  and  had  known  her  from  infancy;  and  if  he  should  tell  what 
wrongs  and  sufferings  she  had  had  to  endure  from  her  owner,  those 
present  would  hardly  bear  to  hear  them.  Mr.  Jones  gave  a  brief  but 
very  spirited  account  of  his  own  experience  in  slavery. 

Lucy  Stone  came  forward,  took  the  Slave-girl  by  the  hand,  welcomed 
her  to  our  midst,  and  appealed  to  the  audience  against  that  Union  and 
Constitution  which  bad  subjected  her  young  sister  to  such  awful  suffer- 
ing and  violence,  and  which  to-night  held  hundreds  of  thousands  like 
her  in  a  like  position  of  degradation  and  misery. 

The  President  having  taken  the  ^bair, 

£dmund  Quincy  said,  that  the  Abolitionists  came  into  Faneuil  Hall 
once  a  year  to  perform  a  sort  of  lustration,  or  purification,  after  the 
various  political  caucuses,  harangues  and  glorifications  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding. On  this  platform  has  Daniel  Webster  stood,  and  glorified  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But,  said  Mr.  Quincy,  here,  tn  ikU 
young  toaman^  who  has  fied  for  life  and  liberty  from  North  Carolina,  and 
is  not  safe  from  her  pursuers  even  in  Faneuil  Hall,  you  see  the  true  ex- 
pounder of  the  Constitution !  Last  year,  as  Lucy  Stone  has  reminded 
you,  when  William  and  Ellen  Grail  stood  here,  just  escaped  from  slav- 
ery, yQU  were  asked  in  this  ball  and  from  this  place,  if  you  would  help 
return  them  to  their  owners  in  Georgia.  And  one  loud,  prolonged 
NO  was  your  answer !  I  will,  if  you  please,  put  the  question  to  you 
again : — As  many  of  you  as  will  help  give  back  this  young  woman,  for 
whom  her  master  offers  $500,  will  say,  v^e.  [In  the  crowded  hall  not 
one  voice  said,  Jiye,]  As  muny  of  you  as  will  refuse  to  give  up  this 
woman  will  say,  Ab  /  [And  from  every  part  of  the  hall,  as  with  one 
accord,  came  the  unanimous  NO.] 

Now,  said  Mr.  Quincy,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  How  many  of  yoa 
who  have  just  uttered  that  No,  have,  within  the  past  year,  sworn  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  either  directly,  or  through 
those  you  have  elected  to  represent  you,  and  to  take  the  oath  in  your 
name  ?  By  the  very  terms  of  the  Constitution,  Massachusetts  and  all 
her  citizens  (who  have  not  repudiated  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,) are  held  and  bound  to  do  that  very  thing  which'  every  man  in 
Faneuil  Hall  to-night  has  declared  he  will  not  do.  And  are  you  going 
to  be  perjiured  m'en  ?  Will  you  continue  to  support  a  Constitution  wluch 
requires  acts  of  you  against  which  every  dictate  of  your  consciences  and 
every  sentiment  of  your  nature  rebels  ?  Or  will  you,  true  to  conscience 
and  faithful  to  God  and  his  laws,  renounce  your  allegiance  to  that  Slave- 
trading  Constitution,  and  conspire  by  every  righteous  means  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  government  founded  upon  it.^  If  not,  where  do  you 
stand  ?    What  but  empty  sounds  are  the  shouts  and  responses  you  have 
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given  to-night?  What  is  your  professed  sympathy  for  the  outraged 
Slave,  when  the  whole  force  of  your  influence  and  example  is  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  his  oppressor? 

Mr.  Quincy  addressed  himself  to  the  Free  Soilers,  reminded  them  of 
the  manner  in  which  their  friend,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Hoar,  had  been 
ejected  from  South  Carolina,  and,  said  he,  if  you  cannot,  or  will  not, 
come  up  to  our  ground  of  "  Ab  Union  toiih  SlaveholderSy"  I  call  on  you  to 
show  at  least  as  much  spirit  as  did  South  Carolina ;  meet  her  on  her  own 
ground,  and  with  her  own  weapons.  When  the  fugitive  Slave  comes  to 
Massachusetts,  demand  that  he  or  she,  instead  of  hiding  away  in  secret, 
shall  be  openly  carried  into  the  State-house,  there  to  receive  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  Governor  and  the  assembled  Legislature ;  and  when 
the  Slaveholder  comes  here  on  his  base  soul-hunting  business,  shut  him 
up  in  the  common  jail ;  and  if  he  repeats  his  visit,  make  it  a  State  Prison 
offence,  for  life.  This  (to  the  free  Soilers,)  you  are  bound  to  do,  in  con- 
sistency with  your  position  as  men  of  Massachusetts,  acting  under  the 
General  Government  But  there  is  higher  ground  than  this  of  mere  re- 
taliation. And  it  is  to  this  higher  ground  we  summon  you  —  yes,  all  of 
you,  every  man,  every  woman,  every  child  of  Massachusetts — namely, 
to  cease  from  all  support  of  Slavery,  to  repudiate  the  Constitution  which 
requires  it  of  you,  and  to  take  for  your  living,  practical  motto,  "NO 
UNION  WITH  SLAVEHOLDERS!" 

Mr.  Quincy's  si)eech,  (which  with  many  others,  ought  to  have  been 
reported  in  full,)  though  it  met  with  little  favor  from  some  in  the  Hall, 
and  evidently  made  them  wince  a  good  deal,  was  yet  received  with  con- 
stant applause,  and  took  good  effect. 

Mr.  Uuincy  was  followed  by  Wendell  Phillips  in  a  speech  of  great 
power,  which  appealed  to  every  just,  every  kindly  and  generous  senti- 
ment of  the  heart.  He  made  the  case  of  the  Slave-girl  (who  sat  by  the 
side  of  the  President  throughout,)  his  theme,  and  well  did  he  illustrate  by 
it  the  nature  of  our  Federal  Union  with  the  fifteen  Slaveholding  States. 
But  we  can  give  no  report,  not  an  outline,  even. 

Cdmund  Quincy  offered  the  following  resolution : 

8.  Eesolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Society  be  instructed, 
in  its  name  and  on  its  behalf,  to  memorialize  the  British  Government, 
representing  the  case  and  conduct  of  George  Washington  Davis,  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  for  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  relation  to  American  Slavery, 
and  requesting  his  removal  from  that  office  as  an  act  demanded  by  the 
spirit  of  Civilization,  the  voice  of  Humanity,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
Empire. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  with  only  one  dissenting  voice. 

Adjoiu-ned  to  Friday  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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FRIDAY  —  MoRinNG  Session. 

The  Society  again  met  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 
The  Secretary  again  read  the  Resolutions  before  the  Society. 
Wendell  Phillips,  from  the  Business  Committee,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  — 

9.  Resolved,  That  we  record  with  sadness  the  total  want  of  consistency 
of  conduct,  frankness  and  independence  on  the  part  of  Father  Bf  athew 
in  relation  to  Slavery ;  that  every  one  must  see  his  servile  and  fawning 
letter  to  Judge  Lumpkiit  sets  the  seal  to  all  we  inferred  or  feared  from 
his  interview  with  Mr.  Garrison  ;  and  tliat  if  any  one  then  thought 
our  language  severe  and  exaggerated,  such  must  acknowledge  now 
that  his  <* rising  genius  has  sinned^p  to  our  song;"  and  that  though  we 
confess  that  American  Slavery,  covered  with  the  blood  of  a  hundred 
battles,  and  the  cypress  of  as  many  victories,  has  never  achieved  a  more 
palpable  and  disgraceful  one  than  when  she  chained  the  illustrious 
Father  to  her  car,  still  we  rejoice  to  know  that  when  he  sacrificed  his 
convictions  to  selfish  ease  and  spurious  Temperance,  he  flung  away  the 
love  and  confidence  of  millions ;  that  the  prospects  of  the  system  of 
human  bondage  are  so  dark  that  the  brightest  fame  is  eclipsed  when  it 
sinks  into  the  night  of  that  embrace ;  and  that  the  timid  and  recreant 
Apostle  of  one  Reform  lies  shorn  of  all  his  influence  in  the  lap  of  bis 
Delilah. 

Rev.  John  L.  Russell,  of  Hingham,  addressed  the  Society,  pointing  out 
the  reasons  which  the  Abolitionists  have  for  encouragement  and  for 
persevering  in  the  work,  which,  through  their  instrumentality,  has  been 
hitherto  so  successfully  carried  forward. 

J.  Miller  McKim,  of  Philadelphia,  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness  and  efifect  He  expressed  the  high  satis&ction  he 
had  experienced  in  our  meetings,  and  especially  in  the  meeting  of  the 
previous  evening ;  and  then  went  into  a  careful  examination  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  Free  Soil  Party.  He  showed  that  a  separate  political  party 
is  needless  to  accomplish  Anti-Slavery  work,  and  pointed  out  the  suc- 
cessive steps  which  had  been  taken,  and  triumphs  won,  in  Pennsylvania, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  political  party,  but  to  which  both  the 
great  parties  had  been  compelled,  by  the  Anti-Slavery  feeling  in  the 
people,  to  contribute.  We  regret  our  inability  to  give  a  full  report 
of  Mr.  McKim*s  address. 

Parker  Pillsbury  ofifered  the  following  resolution  :— 

10.  Resolved,  That  if  anything  be  wanting  to  perfect  this  nation's  char- 
acter as  the  most  gigantic  and  unblushing  hypocrite  that  ever  deserved 
the  universal  execration  of  the  world,  it  is  abundantly  supplied  in  the 
pretended  sympathy  for  the  fallen  Hungarians,  now  so  disgustingly  poured 
forth  from  the  unhallowed  lips  of  Zachary  Taylor,  Lewis  Cass,  Daniel 
Webster,  and  other  representatives  of  this  nation,  whose  tyrannies  and 
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crimes  are  unparallelled  in  the  history  of  all  the  Austrias  and  Russias 
of  the  Old  World ;  and  we  cannot  but  believe,  that  if  Hungary  knows 
no  more  of  true  Liberty  than  to  ask  or  accept  the  sympathies  of  such 
overgrown  tyrants,  she  had  far  better  return  to  her  allegiance  to  Austria, 
until  a  longer  submission  shall  have  better  fitted  her  for  its  enjoyment 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  offered  the  following:  — 

11.  Resolvedf  That,  admiring  the  fearlessness,  the  fidelity  to  principle, 
and  the  just  discernment  of  Slavery's  true  nature  and  its  chief  strong- 
holds, manifested  by  that  great  Convention  of  Ohio's  sons  and  daughters, 
assembled  in  September  last,  at  Berlin,  in  that  State,  we,  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  assembled  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  do  cordially  respond  to  their  if  ords,  and  say  with  them,  *^  with  full 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  our  purpose  and  the  justice  of  our  cause, 

WE  no  HEREBT  BECLARE  OURSELVES  THE  ENEMIES  OF  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION,  UNION  AND   GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UJ«ITED    STATES,  RUd  the  fricnds 

of  a  New  confederacy  of  States,  where  there  shall  l>e  NO  UNION  WITH 
SLAVEHOLDERS,  but  where  there  shaU  ever  be  FREE  SOIL,  FREE 
LABOR,  AND  FREE  MEN.  And  we  proclaim  it  as  our  unalterable 
purpose  and  determination  to  live  and  to  labor  for  a  Dissolution  of  the 
present  Union  by  all  lawful  and  just,  though  bloodless  and  pacific 
MEANS,  and  for  the  formation  of  a  NEW  REPUBLIC,  that  shall  be  such 
not  in  name  only,  but  in  full,  living  reality  and  truth.  And  we  do  here- 
by invite  and  entreat  all  our  fellow-citizens,  and  the  friends  of  Justice, 
Humanity  and  true  Liberty  throughout  tho  Northern  States,  to  unite 
with  us  in  laboring  for  so  glorious  an  object" 

This  resolution  was  sustained  by  Mr.  Pillsbury. 

The  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  Ofiicersof  the  Society,  reported 
the  following  list ;  their  Report  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  the  per- 
sons named  therein  elected  Ofiicers  for  the  year  ensuing. 

[The  list  of  Officers  will  be  found  in  another  place.] 

Adjourned  to  24  o'clock,  P.  M. 

FRIDAY  —  Afternoon  Session. 

The  President  in  the  Clmir.  The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  Resolutions,  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  D.  S.  Whitney,  of  Hope- 
dale. 

Lewis  Ford,  of  Abington,  and  Edmund  Quincy  spoke  on  the  question 
of  funds. 

Rev.  Theodore  Parker  came  forward,  and  was  received  with  warm 
applause.  He  spoke  of  the  encouraging  signs  of  the  times,  and  expressed 
a  difference  of  opinion  from  some  of  the  speakers  with  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  Free  Soil  Party. 

Wendell  Phillips  replied  to  Mr.  Parker,  and  vindicated  the  course  of 
the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society  towards  the  Free  Soil  Party. 
9 
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[The  remarks  of  both  these  gentlemen,  written  out  by  tliemselFe^  sre 
expected  to  appear  in  the  Liberator.] 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Phillips's  remarks,  the  Society  adjourned  to 
7  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  — Evening  Session. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and  an  Anti-Slavery  ode 
sung. 

Thomas  Jones,  (once  a  Slave  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,)  again  addressed 
the  meeting.  He  said  he  had  often  heard  that  William  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison and  his  friends  talked  against  religion,  fiut  since  he  had  heard 
and  known  them  for  himself,  he  found  it  was  not  so.  He  found  Mr. 
Garrison  teaching  a  religion  which  inculcated  love  to  God  and  love  to 
man,  and  he  thought  William  Lloyd  Garrison  and  his  friends  had  got 
the  best  religion  and  the  best  church  he  knew  of  anywhere.  Mr.  Gar- 
rison and  his  church  had  taken  compassion  on  the  poor,  ignorant  and  de- 
graded Slave,  had  remembered  him  in  his  Itf^nds,  in  his  sufferings,  io  his 
hunger,  in  his  thirst,  and  had  shown  their  love  for  God,  whom  they  have 
not  seen,  by  loving  their  brother  whom  they  have  seen.  I  was  a  preacher 
to  my  people,  said  Mr.  Jones,  and  I  don't  like  to  say  too  much  against  my 
brethren  of  the  clergy,  but  the  truth  must  be  told,  and  it  is  true  that  the 
churches  almost  everywhere  have  shut  their  doors  against  the  Slave  and 
liis  cause,  and  gone  into  union  with  their  oppressors.  Now  I  call  upon 
all  of  you  who  profess  Christianity,  to  show  your  religion  by  loving  your 
brethren  in  bonds. 

William  Lloyd  Grarrison  then  came  upon  the  platform.  [It  was  the 
first  time  Mr.  Garrison  had  spoken,  having  been  kept  by  illness  from  the 
previous  meetings,  and  he  was  greeted  with  hearty  cheers.] 

At  the  close  of  your  glorious  Anti-Slavery  campaign  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
he  said,  I  present  myself  before  you,  not  as  I  should  like  to  do,  but  as  I 
can  —  in  a  crippled  condition;  yet  not  crippled  by  any  of  the  darts  of 
Pro-Slavery,  for  none  of  them  have  ever  reached  me ;  crippled  as  to 
bodily  health,  (Mr.  G.  then  laboring  under  a  spinal  difficulty,)  but  still 
having  a  good  back-bone  to  my  Anti-Slavery.  I  admire,  and  would  imi- 
tate, the  example  of  that  indomitable  comlmtant,  of  whom  it  is  recorded 
that,  afler  the  amputation  of  his  legs,  he  "fought  upon  his  stumps." 

Pleasantry  aside  —  I  feel  that  after  you  have  had  before  you  a  fugitive 
Slave,  to  rehearse  in  your  ears  the  story  of  his  wrongs  and  sufierings, 
and  to  plead  for  the  deliverance  of  the  millions  who  are  still  groaning  in 
bondage,  it  would  be  presumptuous  for  any  other  person  to  follow  him, 
whatever  might  be  the  power  of  his  logic  or  the  force  of  his  eloquence, 
with  the  expectation  of  deepening  the  impression  already  made  upon 
your  hearts.  A  chattelized  human  being  is  the  best  advocate  of  his  own 
cause,  however  broken  his  dialects 
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As  to  the  eDcomiums  so  profusely  bestowed  upon  me  by  the  fugitive 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  accept  them  from  that  quarter  as  com- 
ing from  a  sincere  and  grateful  heart«  But  if  any  are  apprehensive  that 
1  may  get '  exalted  above  measure '  by  such  flattering  allusions,  let  them 
remember  the  exhaustless  stream  of  abuse  and  misrepresentation  that 
is  constantly  poured  upon  my  head.  To  keep  an  even  balance  on  this 
occasion,  I  will  present  the  other  side  of  the  picture.  A  few  days  since, 
I  went  to  Portland  to  deliver  an  Anti-Slavery  Lecture.  A  friend  of  mine, 
in  that  city,  anxious  that  a  certain  member  of  an  Orthodox  church 
should  hear  it,  invited  him  to  be  present  *If  it  were  in  my  power,'  re- 
plied this  evangelical  professor,  '  I  would  kick  William  Lloyd  Garrison 
so  far  beyond  hell,  that  even  the  devil  himself  would  not  be  able  to  find 
him ! '  (Laughter.)  '  The  next  time  you  see  that  benevolent  man,'  said 
I  to  my  friend,  *  tell  him  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  him  for  wishing  to  place 
nie  precisely  where  I  ever  wish  to  be — beyond  hell,  where  the  devil  can 
never  find  me — for  that  surely  must  be  in  a  heavenly  state.'  (Shouts  of 
laughter.)  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  when  tliis  pleasant  turn  to  his  incon- 
siderate speech  was  communicated  to  that  'orthodox'  brother,  instead 
of  touching  his  magnanimity,  he  answered  with  great  malignity  of  feel- 
ing, *  I  wish  I  could  kick  him  into  the  middle  of  hell,'  that  thus  my  eternal 
damnation  might  be  made  certain !  (Strong  sensation  throughout  the 
assembly.)    So  much  for  compliment  and  denunciation. 

Wilhin  the  last  three  or  four  years,  extraordinary  pains  have  been 
taken  throughout  the  country, — from  the  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair  down  to  the  occupant  of  the  puliut, — to  eulogize  the  American 
Union  as  something  worthy  to  be  hallowed  to  the  latest  posterity.  The 
cause  of  this  unusual  display  of  regard  for  that  *  covenant  with  death,' 
and  that  *  agreement  with  hell,'  is  seen  in  the  significant  fact,  that  Lib- 
eriy  and  Humanity  are  with  increasing  earnestness  and  power  demand- 
ing its  immediate  dissolution.  Among  those  who  have  lately  come  to 
the  rescue  of  the  Union,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  the  gifled  poet  LoffOFEL- 
Low,  some  of  whose  best  effusions  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the  fet- 
tered slave  (God  never  yet  having  given  to  Slavery  a  poet,)  but  who  has 
now  prostituted  his  fine  genius  in  praise  of  that  which  is  crushing  the 
Slave  population  to  the  earth. 

[Mr.  Garrison  here  read  the  following  Apostrophe  to  the  Union,  from 
a  volume  of  Longfellow's  Poems,  about  to  be  issued  from  the  press;  — 

Thou  too,  sail  on,  O  ship  of  State ! 

Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great! 

Humanity,  with  all  its  fears. 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate  !  « 

We  know  what  master  laid  thy  keel, 

What  workmen  wrought  thy  ribs  of  steel. 

Who  made  each  mast,  each  sail,  each  i*ope, 
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What  anvils  rang,  what  hammers  beat. 

In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 

Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope! 

Fear  not  each  sudden  sound  and  shock 

T  is  of  the  wave,  and  not  the  rock ; 

'T  is  but  the  flapping  of  the  sail, 

And  not  a  rent  made  by  the  gale ! 

In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest  roar, 

In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore, 

Sail  on,  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea ! 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  are  all  with  thee ; 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  our  prayers,  our  tears, 

Our  faith  triumphant  o'er  our  fears. 

Are  all  with  thee— are  all  with  thee ! 

These  lines  were  read  by  Mr.  Garrison  as  emphatically  as  though  tbej 
were  really  his  own  sentiments — thus  doing  full  justice  to  their  artistic 
skill  and  beauty  —  the  galleries  applauding  with  special  animation.] 

If,  Mr.  Chau-man,  this  tribute  were  only  a  *  poet's  license,*  and  so  un- 
derstood, if  it  implied  nothing  more  than  a  graceful  flight  of  fancy,  it  would 
not  challenge  criticism ;  but  this  was  not  its  design,  and  will  not  be  its  eflect 
on  the  popular  mind.  Already  it  has  been  published  far  and  wide  in  the 
newspapers,  and  nowhere  with  more  alacrity  than  at  the  South.  Now, 
sir,  its  description  of  the  formation  of  the  Union  is  not  only  a  poetical  ex- 
travagance, but  absolutely  at  variance  with  historical  verity.  That  Union 
was  formed  in  utter  derogation  of  all  the  principles  of  justice,  humanity 
and  righteousness — solely  by  the  immolation  of  one-sixth  portion  of  the 
population  on  the  altar  of  Slavery — and  through  the  most  guilty  com- 
promises. As  affirming  its  real  character  and  present  condition,  I  pro- 
pose, for  the  adoption  of  this  Society,  the  following  resolution :  — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  deep  regret  we  perceive  that  the  poet  Loife- 
FELLOW  has  prostituted  his  fine  poetical  genius  to  eulogize  the  blood- 
stained American  Union  as  freighted  with  the  hopes  and  interests  of 
Humanity — as  being  a  noble  ship,  mvulnerable  to  the  rock  and  proof 
against  the  storm,  built  in  the  most  skilful  and  workmanlike  manner ; 
whereas,  the  history  of  its  creation  and  its  cruise  demonstrates  it  to  have 
been 


-a  perfidious  bark. 


Built  i'  th'  eclipse,  and  rigged  with  curses  dark,' 

rotting  through  all  her  timbers,  leaking  from  stem  to  stem,  laboring 
heavily  on  a  storm-tossed  sea,  surrounded  by  clouds  of  disastrous  por- 
tent, navigated  by  those  whose  object  is  a  piratical  one,  (namely  the  ex- 
tension and  perpetuity  of  Slavery,)  and  destined  to  go  down  *  full  many 
a  fathom  deep,'  to  the  joy  and  exultation  of  all  who  are  yearning  for  the 
deliverance  of  a  groaning  world. 

[The  reading  of  the  resolution  elicited  much  applause  mingled  with 
hisses.] 
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There  appears  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion  in  this  assembly,  in 
regard  to  the  resolution  just  read;  but  1  hold  another  resohition  in  my 
hand,  which  I  will  submit  to  the  meeting,  and  which  1  am  sure  will  be 
responded  to  most  enthusiastically.  It  relates  to  that  peerless  orator 
and  distinguished  advocate  of  suffering  humanity,  George  Thompson 
of  England,  (loud  applause,)  and  is  as  follows: — 

Eesolved,  That  from  Faneuil  Hall  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery 
Society  sends  forth  its  congratulations  to  GEORGE  THOMPSON,  re- 
presentative of  the  Tower  Hamlets  in  the  British  Parliament,  and  the 
representative  of  the  down-trodden  of  all  nations  in  the  arena  of  Hu- 
manity, at  the  promise  and  the  prospect  of  his  visiting  the  United  States 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  —  assuring  him  of  a  warm  and  enthu- 
siastic reception  on  the  part  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
friends  of  universal  emancipation,  multitudes  of  whom  have  been  con- 
verted to  the  cause  of  the  Slave  since  he  was  driven  from  these  shores 
by  mobocratic  violence,  and  who  yearn  for  the  hour  to  arrive  when  they 
may  have  both  the  opportunity  and  the  privilege  to  do  honor  to  the  man 
whom  they  once,  in  their  blindness  or  passion,  were  led  to  despise  or 
persecute. 

["  Three  cheers  for  George  Thompson,"  shouted  a  venerable  friend  in 
the  body  of  the  house,  and  they  were  given  by  the  large  assembly  with 
great  enthusiasm.  Three  additional  cheers  were  given  afterwards  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Af\er  making  some  further  reference 
to  the  services  and  merits  of  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Garrison  proceeded  ; 
but  we  are  unable  to  continue  here  our  report  of  his  remarks.] 

Parker  Pillsbury  took  the  platform.  He  sustained  the  resolution  on 
American  sympathy  with  Hungary. 

Wendell  Phillips  made  the  closing  speech,  a  most  eloquent  one,  and 
frequently  interrupted  by  cheers.  He  reviewed  some  of  the  notable 
events  in  the  history  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  in  Boston,  from  the  time 
when  Harrison  Gray  Otis  sneeringly  said  that  he  heard  that  the  Abo- 
litionists, in  their  madness,  put  the  Bible  above  the  Statute-book ;  he  al- 
luded to  the  time  when  Peleg  Sprague  stood  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  tried 
to  awaken  sympathy  with  the  South  by  pointing  up  to  the  portrait  of 
Washington,  and  calling  him  "that  Slaveholder;"  he  did  not  omit  to 
call  to  mind  Richard  Fletcher's  base  attempts  to  propitiate  the  South, 
nor  the  encouragement  given  to  the  murderers  of  Lovejoy,  (at  Alton,) 
by  "  that  infamous  Attorney-General,  James  Trecothick  Austin."  He 
proceeded  to  show  what  had  been  the  position  and  attitude  of  the 
churches  in  Boston  in  the  same  period.  Where,  he  asked,  was  Hub- 
bard Winslow  ?  Teaching  that  a  minister's  rule  of  duty,  as  to  what  be 
should  teach  and  preach,  is  "  what  the  brotherhood  will  allow  and  pro- 
tect." Where  is  the  pulpit  of  the  Old  South?  Sustaining  Slavery  as 
a  Bible  institution.  Where  is  Park  Street  Church  ?  Refusing  to  receive. 
9* 
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within  its  walls,  for  funeral  service,  the  body  of  the  only  Martyr  which 
the  Orthodox  Congregationalists  of  New  England  have  had,  CnxaLES 
T.  ToRRET,  and  of  whom  they  were  not  worthy.*  And  where  is  Fed- 
eral Street  Church  ?  Teaching  that  silence  is  the  mission  of  the  North 
with  respect  to  Slavery,  and  closing  its  doors  to  the  funeral  eulogy  of 
FoLLEN,the  bosom  friend  of  the  only  man  who  will  make  Federal  Street 
pulpit  to  be  remembered, — William  Ellert  Chaniving.  And  I  might 
ask,  he  said,  where  are  the  New  South  and  Brattle  ^Street, — but  they 
are  not. 

[The  above  is  but  a  sketch  of  the  commencement  of  Mr.  P.'s  speech, 
-:-  we  must  leave  the  remainder  untouched.] 

Samuel  May,  Jr.,  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken  on  the  feso- 
lutions,  (upon  which  no  vote  had  previously  been  had,)  taking  up  the 
resolution  respecting  George  Thompson  separately.  The  motion  was 
adopted. 

The  resolution  respectmg  Mr.  Thompson  was  then  adopted  by  accla- 
mation. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  other  resolutions,  they  were 
adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  about  one  thousand  dollars  pledged 
to  the  Society,  and  payable  during  the  year,  and  over  two  hundred  dol- 
lars paid  in  for  expenses  and  as  donations.  In  addition  to  this,  the  sum 
of  thirty-three  dollars  was  collected  for  the  Slave-gu*l,  Betsy  Blakely. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  President. 
Robert  F.  Wallcut,  Secretary. 


^^:D^^;S:  l^-i^SecraarUs. 


*  And  he  might  have  asked,  with  equal  propriety,  Where  is  Essex  Street 
Church  ?  Teaching  that  there  are  occasions  when  the  Golden  Rule  is  to  be 
set  aside. 
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[From  "The  Liberator,"  August  10th,  1849.] 


INTERVIEW  WITH  FATHER  MATHEW. 

On  Friday  morning,  July  27th,  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch  and  myself  went 
to  the  Adams  House,  in  order  to  obtain  an  introduction  to  Father 
MxTHEw,  and  to  be  sure  that  the  letter  of  the  Committee,  inviting  him 
to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  that  great  and  glorious  event,  the 
Entire  Abolition  of  British  West  India  Slavery,  failed  not  to  be  put  into 
his  hands.  Fortunately,  we  found  him  disengaged,  and  were  introduced 
to  each  other  by  our  esteemed  friend,  William  A.  White,  of  Water- 
town.  What  transpired  during  the  interview,  (which  was  a  very  brief 
one,  as  we  felt  unwilling  to  trespass  upon  his  time,  and  as  we  immedi- 
ately perceived  that  the  object  of  our  visit  was  not  particularly  agreeable 
to  him,)  was  substantially  as  follows : 

Turning  to  me,  Father  Mathew  said—*  Mr.  Garrison,  your  name  is 
very  fiimiliar  to  me.'  '  Yes,'  I  said,  smiling,  <  I  am  somewhat  notorious, 
though  not  as  yet  very  popular.*  He  then  added — *  You  have  some  very 
warm  friends  in  Cork.'  I  told  him  I  was  awai;e  of  the  fact,  and  also 
that  in  Dublin  and  many  other  parts  of  Ireland,  there  were  many  who 
deeply  sympathized  with  the  Anti-Slavery  movement  in  this  country. 
Afler  expressing  the  strong  desire  I  had  felt  to  see  him  during  my  last 
visit  to  Ireland,  and  my  great  disappointment  in  not  being  able  to  visit 
Cork,  I  said — ^  In  addition  to  the  pleasure  of  taking  you  by  the  hand, 
and  welcoming  you  to  America,  we  have  comd  to  extend  to  you,  in 
behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society,  an  invitation  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  British  West  India  Eman- 
cipation, at  Worcester,  on  Friday  next.  Here  is  a  letter,  containing  an 
invitation  in  an  official  shape,  which  you  are  requested  to  read  at  your 
leisure,  and  answer  as  you  may  think  duty  requires.'  Taking  the 
letter,  with  some  agitation  and  embarrassment  of  manner,  he  said,  ges- 
ticulating in  a  somewhat  deprecative  manner,  as  though  an  indecent  or 
unworthy  proposition  had  been  made  to  him—  *I  have  as  much  as  I  can 
do  to  save  men  from  the  Slavery  of  Intemperance,  without  attempting 
the  overthrow  of  any  other  kind  of  Slavery !  Besides,  it  would  not  be 
proper  for  me  to  commit  myself  on  a  question  like  this,  under  present 
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circumstances.    I  am  a  Catholic  Priest ;  but,  being  here  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Temperance,  I  should  not  be  justified  in  turning  aside  from  my 
mission,  for  the  purpose  of  subserving  the  cause  of  Catholicism.'  *  True, 
you  would  not,'  I  replied — *  for,  in  that  capacity,  you  would  occupy  very 
narrow  ground,  and  be  acting  for  a  sectarian  object.    But  I  do  not  per- 
ceive any  analogy  in  the  case  supposed,  to  the  one  presented  to  you. 
The  cause  of  liberty  and  emancipation,  like  that  of  temperance,  covers 
the  whole  ground  of  humanity,  and  is  as  broad  as  the  whole  earth  ;  and, 
therefore,  you  may  as  freely  advocate  the  one  as  the  other.'    'O,'  said 
he,  *  I  am  not  in  fiivor  of  Slavery  —  I  should  never  think  of  advocating 
it  though  I  don't  know  as  we  can  say  that  there  is  any  specific  injunctiou 
against  it  in  the  Scriptures.'    *  O,'  said  I,  interrupting  him,  and  placing 
my  hand  on  my  heart,  *the  injunction  is  here  —  inside  of  every  human 
being.'     *  Catholic  priests  are  not  in  favor  of  Slavery,'  he  replied.     '  Do 
you  intend  visiting  the  Slave  States.^'  I  inquired,  and  on  receiving  an 
affirmative  answer,  I  said  —  ^Well,'  I  am  confident  you  will  find  at  the 
South,  Catholic  priests  and  Catholic  laymen  who  are  Slaveholders  and 
Slave  buyers.'    In  order  that  there  should  be  no  room  for  misconception, 
I  distinctly  said  to  him,  '  The  Abolitionists  have  no  wish  or  design  to 
divert  you  from  the  great  mission  which  you  have  come  to  America  to 
prosecute ;  on  the  contrary,  they  feel  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  that 
mission,  and  desire  that  your  efforts  may  be  crowned  with  abundant 
success.    But  they  trust  that  while  you  are  in  the  country,  you  will 
occasionally  find  an  opportunity,  both  in  public  and  iu  private,  to 
admonish  your  countrymen  to  be  true  to  liberty,  and  to  give  no  counte- 
nance to  Slavery  or  its  abettors  ;  for  there  is  great  need  of  such  counsel, 
a^i  they  are  giving  the  weight  of  their  religious  and  political  influence  to 
the  side  of  the  Slave  Power.   They  hold  the  key  of  the  Slave's  dungeon, 
as  the  balance  of  political  power  is  in  their  hands.   Moreover,  the  Anni- 
versary of  British  West  India  Emancipation  was  deemed  by  us  an  event 
in  which  you  would  feel  a  special  interest,  and  might  participate  with 
great  propriety.    We  have  not  forgotten,'  I  continued,  *  that  seven  years 
ago,  an  Address  was  sent  from  Ireland,  signed  by  Daniel  O'Coknell, 
Theobald  Mathew,  and  seventy  thousand  others,  invoking  the  Irishmen 
and  Irishwomen  in  America  to  join  with  the  Abolitionists,  as  the  only 
true  and  consistent  friends  of  liberty ;  and  we  feel,  therefore,  that  we  are 
not  intrusive,  but  rather  warranted,  in  asking  you  to  repew  an  appeal  so 
important,  and  to  which  they  have  given  little  or  no  heed.'    *  O,'  said 
he,  as  if  the  act  had  long  since  passed  from  his  memory  into  oblivion, 
'  ]  do  now  recollect  that  I  signed  such  an  Address ;  and  I  also  recollect 
that,  at  that  time,  it  subjected  me  to  a  good  deal  of  odium.'    This  was 
said  as  if  he  had  winced  under  it — under  the  odium  cast  by  American 
traffickers  in  human  flesh  I    Of  what,  then,  should  he  be  proud  on  earth  ? 
Such  odium  he  should  have  gloried  in,  as  the  evidence  of  bis  fidelity  to 
the  cause  of  down-trodden  humanity. 
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Finding  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  protracting  the  interview,  and 
filing  deeply  saddened  by  the  result,  we  took  our  leave,  again  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  he  would  attentively  read  the  letter  we  had  just 
put  into  his  hands,  and  answer  it  at  his  earliest  convenience.  To  that 
letter,  he  has  not  had  the  courtesy  to  make  any  reply. 

I  have  endeavored  to  state  what  was  said  at  this  interview  by  Father 
MjlThew  and  myself  with  as  much  verbal  accuracy  as  possible,  and  be- 
lieve that  I  have  not  only  given  the  substance,  but  nearly  the  exact  words 
of  the  conversation  between  us.  What  gave  me  special  surprise,  and 
inflicted  the  deepest  wound  upon  my  spirit,  was  the  apparent  lack  of  all 
sympathy  for  the  Slave,  of  all  interest  in  the  Anti-Slavery  movement 
Not  a  syllable  fell  from  his  lips,  expressive  of  pleasure  that  the  American 
Slave  has  his  faithful  and  devoted  advocates  —  or  of  joy  at  the  emanci- 
pation of  eight  hundred  thousand  bondmen  in  the  British  Isles !  It  is 
with  great  sorrow  of  heart  that  I  lay  these  facts  before  America,  Ireland, 
and  Che  world. 

WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON. 

The  letter  of  invitation  which  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Father  Mathew 
is  as  follows: 

Boston,  July  26th,  1849. 
Esteemed  Friend  of  IIumanitt: 

The  Anniversary  of  the  most  thrilling  event  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  British  West  India  Islands,  will  be  cel- 
ebrated at  Worcester,  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  Friday,  August  3d, 
commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery  Society.  In  behalf  of  that  Society,  the  undersigned 
are  instructed  to  extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  an  earnest  invitation  to  be 
present,  and  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  your  feelings.  This  they  gladly 
now  do ;  and,  having  no  doubt  of  your  heartfelt  interest  in  this  great 
event,  and  of  your  desire  to  see  Slavery  everywhere  abolished,  on 
American  as  well  as  on  British  soil,  they  trust  that  you  will  be  able  so  to 
make  your  ^arrangements  as  vastly  to  enhance  the  pleasure  of  the  oc- 
casion, by  your  quickening  presence.  The  celebration  is  one  in  which 
all  the  friends  of  freedom  may  joyfully  unite,  without  distinction  of  sect, 
party  or  country.  A  grand  mass  meeting  of  the  people  is  confidently 
anticipated  at  Worcester,  and  able  and  distinguished  advocates  of  liberty 
have  pledged  themselves  to  be  present 

In  the  year  1842,  an  *<  Addrt8»Jrtm  the  people  of  Ireland  to  their  country- 
men in  Ameriea^  signed  by  Ireland's  lamented  champion,  DANIEL 
O'CONNELL,  TouRSELF,  and  seventy  thousand  other  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  was  sent  to  this  country,  in  which  it  was  truly  declared  that 
^Slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  man  —  all  who  are  not  for  it  must  be 
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against  it — none  can  be  neutral ;"  and  that  <<  it  is  in  vain  that  American 
citizens  attempt  to  conceal  their  own  and  their  countr^r's  degradatioo 
under  this  withering  curse."  Its  final  appeal  was  in  the  following  em- 
phatic language:  — "Irishmen  and  Irishwomen!  treat  the  colored  people 
€uyowr  equals,  as  brethren.  By  all  your  memories  of  Ireland,  continue  to 
love  liberty  — hate  Slavery  —  CLING  BY  THE  ABOLITIONISTS— 
and  in  America,  you  will  do  honor  to  the  name  of  Ireland,^ 

We  deeply  regret,  that  truth  compels  us  to  state,  that  the  Address  feU 
powerless  on  the  ear  and  heart  of  the  Irish  population  in  this  country ; 
and  while  it  urged  them  to  exercise  their  moral  and  political  power  fur 
the  extermination  of  Slavery,  that  power  has  been,  and  still  is,  wielded 
on  the  side  of  the  oppressor,  and  against  the  oppressed.  Religiously  and 
politically,  like  the  American  people  generally,  they  are  in  such  relations 
to  those  who  "  trade  in  Slaves  and  the  souls  of  men,"  as  to  sanction  that 
horrible  traffic,  and  to  prolong  the  unmitigated  servitude  of  three  millions 
of  the  native  born  inhabitants  of  the  American  Union.  This  melancholy 
and  undeniable  fact  will  cause  you  much  grief;  and  we  doubt  not,  it 
will  be  a  powerful  incentive  to  you,  to  improve  every  suitable  opportu- 
nity, while  you  remain  in  this  country,  to  bear  a  clear  and  unequivocal 
testimony,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  against  the  enslavement  of  any 
portion  of  the  human  family;  and  to  tell  your  countrymen  hei-e  againi 
in  the  words  of  the  Address  alluded  to,  "  Anierica  is  cursed  by  Slavery! 
Never  cease  your  efforts  until  perfect  liberty  be  granted  to  every  one  of 
her  inhabitants,  the  black  man  as  well  as  the  white  man.  Join  with  the 
Abolitionists  everywhere,  they  are  the  only  consistent  advocates  of 
liberty." 

It  will  be  doubly  gratifying  to  you  to  know  that  the  Abolitionists  in 
America  are  thorough-going  teetotallers ;  and  it  would  be  not  less  so  to 
learn,  (what,  alas,  is  not  the  fact,)  that  teetotallers  are  as  uniformly  Abo- 
litionists. 

Congratulating  you  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  country,  trusting  that 
your  mission  of  mercy  will  be  crowned  with  unparallelled  success,  and 
assuring  you  of  our  sincere  regard  and  heartfelt  admiration,  we  remain, 
dear  sir,  in  behalf  of  three  millions  of  Slaves, 

Yours,  for  universal  Liberty  and  Sobriety, 

WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON, 
FRANCIS  JACKSON,  ycommittee. 

WENDELL  PHILLIPS,  ^ 

H.  L  BOWDITCH, 
Rev.  Theobald  Mathew. 
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The  following  Address  was  sent  from  Ireland  to  America,  in  1843: — 

ADDRESS   FROM  THE   PEOPLE   OF   IRELAND  TO  THEIR 
COUNTRYMEN   AND  COUNTRYWOMEN  IN  AMERICA. 

Dear  Friends  : — You  are  at  a  great  distance  from  your  native  land ! 
A  wide  expanse  of  water  separates  you  from  the  beloved  country  of  your 
birth  —  from  us  and  from  the  kindred  whom  you  love,  and  who  love  you, 
«nd  pray  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity  in  the  land  of  your  adop- 
tion. 

We  regard  America  with  feelings  of  admiration;  we  do  not  look  upon 
her  as  a  strange  land,  nor  upon  her  people  as  aliens  from  our  affections. 
The  power  of  steam  has  brought  us  nearer  together;  it  will  increase  the 
intercourse  between  us,  so  that  the  character  of  the  Irish  people  and  of 
the  American  people  must  in  future  be  acted  upon  by  the  feelings  and 
disposition  of  each. 

The  object  of  this  Address  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
SLAVERY  IN  AMERICA,  that  foul  blot  upon  the  noble  institutions 
and  the  fair  fame  of  your  adopted  country.  But  for  this  one  stain, 
America  would  indeed  be  a  land  worthy  your  adoption ;  but  she  will 
never  be  the  glorious  country  that  her  free  Constitution  designed  her  to 
be,  so  long  as  her  soil  is  polltUed  by  the  footprint  of  a  single  Slave, 

Slavery  is  the  most  tremendous  invasion  of  the  natural,  inalienable 
rights  of  man,  and  of  some  of  the  noblest  gifts  of  God,  ^life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness."  What  a  spectacle  does  America  present  to 
the  people  of  the  earth!  ^  land  of  professing  Christian  repvhlicansy 
uniting  their  energies  for  (he  oppression  and  degradation  of  three  millions  of 
innoceTit  human  beings,  the  children  of  one  common  Father,  who  suffer 

THE    MOST    GRIEVOUS    WRONGS    AND    THE    UTMOST   DEGRADATION,  for  DO 

crime  of  their  ancestors  or  their  own!  SLAVERY  IS  A  SIN 
AGAINST  GOD  AND  MAN.  M  who  are  not  for  U  must  be  against  it 
None  can  be  neutral.  We  entreat  you  to  take  the  part  ofjustice,  religion 
and  liberty. 

It  is  in  vain  that  American  ciHzens  attempt  to  conceal  their  ovm  and  their 
country*s  degradation  under  this  withering  curse.  America  is  cursed  bt 
Slavery!  WE  CALL  UPON  YOU  TO  UNITE  WITH  THE 
ABOLITIONISTS,  and  never  to  cease  your  efforts  until  perfect  liberty 
be  granted  to  every  one  of  her  inhabitants,  the  black  man  as  well  as  the 
white  man.  We  are  all  children  of  the  same  gracious  God ;  all  equally 
entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

We  are  told  that  you  possess  great  power,  both  moral  and  political,  in 
America.  We  entreat  you  to  exercise  that  power  and  that  influence  for 
the  sake  of  humanity. 

You  will  not  witness  the  horrors  of  Slavery  in  all  the  States  of  Amer- 
ica,  Thirteen  of  them  are  Free,  and  thirteen  are  Slave  States.   But  in  all, 
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the  Pro-S1avei7  feeling,  though  rapidly  decreasing,  is  still  strong.  Bo 
not  unitt  urUk  U :  on  the  contrary,  oppose  it  bt  all  the  peaceful 
MEAWs  iw  TOUR  POWER.  JOIN  WITH  THE  ABOLmONIfiTS 
EVERYWHERE.  They  are  the  ordy  consistent  advocates  of  iibaiy. 
Tell  every  man  that  you  do  not  understand  liberty  for  the  white  man, 
and  Slavery  for  the  black  man :  that  you  are  for  LIBERTY  FOR  ALL, 
of  every  color,  creed,  and  country. 

The  American  citizen  proudly  points  to  the  National  Declaration  of 
Independence,  which  declares  that  '*  All  mankind  are  born  free  and  equal, 
and  are  alike  entitled  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.'*  Aid 
faim  to  carry  out  this  noble  declaration,  by  obtaining  freedom  for  the 
Slave. 

Irishmen  and  Irishwomen !  treat  f^  colored  people  as  your  equals,  as 
brethren.  By  all  your  memories  of  Ireland,  continue  to  love  Liberty — hate 
Slavery— CLING  BY  THE  ABOUTIONISTS— and  in  America,  yem 
will  do  honor  to  the  name  of  Ireland. 

[Signed  by]  DANIEL  O'CONNELL, 

THEOBALD  MATHEW, 
and  07* SEVENTY  THOUSAND,^  other  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 

The  following  letter  from  Governor  LinrPKiif,  President  of  the  State 
Temperance  Society  of  Georgia,  was  first  published  in  the  ^  Temperance 
Banner." 

To  THE  Friends  of  Temperance  in  Georgia  : 

In  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  the  State  Temperance  Convention, 
assembled  at  Marietta,  last  summer,  I,  as  its  organ,  tendered  to  Rev. 
Theobald  Mathew  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  this  State  in  furtherance 
of  the  object  of  his  mission  to  this  country.  He  promptly  returned  a 
favorable  answer,  promising,  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  to 
designate  the  time  of  his  arrival.  This  communication  was  made  public 
through  the  columns  of  the  press  generally. 

About  the  first  of  September,  one  of  our  newspapers  was  placed  in  my 
hands  by  a  friend,  containing  an  account  of  an  interview  between  Mr. 
Mathew  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  other  leading  Abolition- 
ists at  the  North.  It  seems  be  was  invited  by  these  mischief-makers  to 
attend  the  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  Emancipation  of  Slavery  in 
the  British  West  India  Islands — and  being  piqued  at  his  refusal,  they 
brought  forth  and  published  a  circular,  purporting  to  have  l>een  ad- 
dressed by  the  late  Mr.  O'Connell,  Father  Mathew,  and  some  70,000 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  to  Irishmen  and  Irishwomen  in  America,  calling 
upon  them  by  their  love  for  their  native  country,  and  every  consideration 
calculated  to  stimulate  their  zeal  and  nerve  their  resolution,  to  ^'  unite 
with  the  Abolitionists,  and  to  never  cease  their  efforts  until  perfect  liberty 
be  granted  to  every  inhabitant  of  this  country^  the  black  man  as  well  as 
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the  white."    The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  document : — Here  follows 
the  address. 

This  circular  was  republished  in  the  Athens  Banner  of  August  30th, 
1849. 

I  immediately  addressed  to  Father  Mathew  a  letter,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  this  highly  objectionable  paper,  and  requested  to  be  informed  whether 
or  not  it  was  genuine — and  if  so,  whether  he  cherished  the  sentiments 
there  embodied  ?  Adding,  that  it  was  my  decided  conviction,  that  his 
capacity  for  usefulness  at  the  South  would  depend  upon  his  answer  to 
these  questions.  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  myself  and  to  you,  to  publish 
this  communication : — 

Athehs,  September  4, 1849. 

Rev.  AND  Dear  Sir: — Your  favorable  response  to  the  invitation  of 
the  Temperance  Convention  of  Georgia  to  visit  our  State,  caused  a  throb 
of  joy  to  thrill  through  every  heart  All  looked  forward  with  delightful 
anticipation  to  the  time  when  we  should  take  by  the  hand,  and  welcome 
in  our  midst,  the  friend  of  humanity  and  deliverer  of  his  countrymen 
from  the  most  galling  servitude  that  ever  cursed  our  race.  In  the  full 
fruition  of  these  happy  hopes,  the  following  document  has  found  its  way 
Into  our  newspapers,  purporting  to  be  a  circular  addressed  by  the  late 
Mr.  0*Connell  and  yourself,  together  with  70,000  other  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  calling  upon  "  Irishmen  and  Irishwomen  "  in  this  country,  by 
all  their  memories  of  their  native  land,  to  cling  to  the  Abolitionists  in 
America,  and  to  unite  with  them  to  put  an  end  to  Slavery  here,  by  all 
peaceable  means  in  their  ])Ower.  Duty  to  you,  sir,  duty  to  ourselves, 
and  to  the  common  enterprize  in  which  we  are  embarked,  constrain  me 
to  bring  this  publication  to  your  notice,  and  to  inquire  respectfully 
whether  or  not  it  be  genuine ;  and  if  so,  to  ask  whether  you  still  cherish 
the  same  sentiments  which  are  there  embodied  ?  And  to  say  to  you,  in 
all  candor,  that  on  your  answer  to  these  interrogatories,  will  depend  your 
capacity  for  usefulness  at  the  South.  Justice  to  our  families,  our  fire- 
sides, everything  dear  to  us,  forbid  that  we  should  call  any  man  brother 
who  unites  with  our  enemies  in  waging  an  unprovoked  and  most  relent- 
less warfare  upon  our  hearths  and  homes,  our  peace  and  prosperity. 

I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  pain  which  I  feel  in  making  this 
communication  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  consciousness  that  it  is  cal- 
culated to  inflict  a  wound  on  a  generous  heart,  which  I  would  most 
gladly  shield  at  any  sacrifice,  save  that  of  the  great  interests  involved  in 
this  matter.    I  am,  &c 

After  waiting  one  month,  I  received  a  very  brief  reply,  which  being 
marked  <<  private,''  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  make  public  without  permis- 
sion from  the  writer.    In  the  meantime,  I  had  learned  that  several  Tem- 
perance Associations  in  the  State  had  passed  resolutions  revoking  the 
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htritiitioo  which  hsd  been  given  — ee  fkr  u  they  were  paitiee  to  it. 
These  proceedings  were  politely  withheld,  when  it  was  aacertaineA  an 
inquiry  had  been  instituted  by  me  concerning  this  matter. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  wrote  again  without  delay  to  Father 
Mathew.  A  copy  of  this  letter  is  also  herewith  submitted  to  the 
public : — 

Athezi  s,  Oct.  1%  1849. 

Vebt  Ret.  Dear  Sir  : — I  received,  a  few  days  since,  your  favor  of 
the  20th  ult,  and  am  constrained  to  say  to  you,  in  candor,  that,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  it  ftils  entirely  to  obvrate  the  difficulty  which  I  sug- 
gested in  my  communication  of  the  4th  of  September.  It  neither 
deniea  the  genuineness  of  the  objectionable  document  to  which  your 
atlcttlion  waa  called,  nor  intimates  any  change  on  your  part  in  the  sen- 
timents embodied  in  the  O'Coonell  Circular*  This  being  the  ease,  the 
opinion  expressed  by  me  reaiaini  unaltered — namely,  that  a  visit  bj 
you  to  the  South,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  prodactive  of  evil, 
and  nothing  but  evil,  to  the  Tempeimnce  cause. 

Your  letter  of  aeceptaaoe  of  the  invitation  tendered  you  by  me,  as  die 
authorized  agent  and  orga»  of  the  State  Temperance  Convention,  hav- 
ing been  publiabed  in  our  papers,  it  will  beoone  indispensably  neces^ 
■avy  to  give  publicity  to  the  sobseciuent  correi^KHidence  which  has  taken 
place  between  us^  I  must,  therefore,  ask  of  you  to  remove  the  ii^unc- 
tioB  of  privacy  impoaed  in  your  very  brief  reply  of  the  30th  iilt ;  unless 
you  shall  see  fit  to  reconsider  the  matter,  and  to  make  such  explanatioa, 
if  it  be  in  your  power,  as  will  be  satisiiiclory  to  otir  people. 

May  I  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  forward  ute,  if  in  your  power,  the  pub- 
lication to  which  you  refer,  giving  an  account  of  the  interview  between 
Mr.  Garrison  and  yourself?  It  may  possibly  supply  the  apparent  omis- 
•ions  in  your  reply. 

Please  let  roe  hear  from  you  as  early  as  may  comport  with  your  con- 
venience, sAd  believe  me,  most  respectfully,  &e. 


This  letter,  in  order  to  tneure  its  speedy  as  well  as  safe  delivery,  ^ 
enclosed  to  a  friend  in  Boston,  who,  under  date  of  the  9th  of  October, 
writea  me  that  it  was  sent  immediately  to  the  hotel  of  Father  Mathew. 
Up  to  the  present  time,  no  answer  has  been  received.  From  a  private 
communication  from  South  Carolina,  and  a  paragraph  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  this  State,  1  infer  that  his  visit  South  will  not  probably 
be  much  longer  delayed.  I  will  only  add,  that,  should  any  thing  tran- 
spire  to  change  the  aspect  of  this  affiiir,  and  to  present  this  unguarded 
act  of  this  distinguished  philanthropist  in  a  more  favorable  light  than  it 
now  appears,  I  shall  consider  it  due  to  justice  to  make  it  public  And 
it  will  afford  me  infinitely  more  pleasure  to  perform  this  duty  than  the 
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prefent  painflil  task,  whieb,  nevertheless,  seems  to  be  iinperati?^  de- 
manded by  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  a  clear  comprehension,  I  trust,  of  the 
responsibility  thus  incurred,  and  with  the  most  projfbund  regret  as  to 
the  miscarriage  of  our  hopes,  I  herewith,  so  long  as  I  hare  the  power, 
at  least,  and  with  the  hearty  concurrence  and  approral  of  the  ExecutiTe 
Committee  of  the  Convention,  withdraw  the  invitation  so  cordially  and 
sincerely  offered.  Viewing  emr  cause  as  we  do,  as  the  chief  hope  of 
roan,  we  must  not  permit  it  to  be  wounded  in  the  hoctee  of  its  ftiends. 
We  will  welcome  no  one,  knowingly,  among  us,  who  fhitemizes  him- 
self, or  encourages  others  to  do  so,  with  a  fuction  which  would  reck- 
lessly shiver  the  Union  into  fragments,  which  woold  reek  its  unhallowed 
hands  red  as  crimson  in  human  .blood  >— which,  in  a  word,  seems  to 
combine  in  one  mass  all  the  worst  elements  of  thought,  action  and  feel- 
ing peculiar  to  our  troublous  times. 

And  let  not  the  ftiends  of  our  noble  enterprise  be  discouraged.  It 
will  triumph  gloriously.  It  is  the  cause  <^  suffering  and  helpless 
women  and  children.  It  is  the  cause  of  the  hard  working  mechanic, 
who,  but  fbr  the  habit  of  intemperance,  might  educate  his  children  to 
fill  the  first  stations  in  our  happy  country.  It  is  the  cause  of  the  poor 
of  this  world,  the  food  and  raiment  of  many  of  whom  are  dependent 
upon  its  success.  It  is  the  cause  of  the  Church,  which  fi>r  ages  was 
grieved  and  afiiicted  by  drunken  ministers  and  members.  It  is  the 
cause  of  the  Republic.  Our  liberty  was  achieved  by  a  sober  soldiery. 
Self-government  can  be  maintained  and  perpetuated  only  by  a  sober 
people. 

And  my  word  fbr  it,  such  a  cause  rests  not  on  sand.  It  is  built  upon 
a  rock.  Israel  passed  over  Jordan,  and,  triumphing  over  all  her  ene- 
mies, took  possession  of  Canaan  without  Moses.  Temperance  shall 
stand  and  be  established  in  the  earth !  though  she  may  seem  for  awhile 
to  be  without  helper  or  friend.  Her  lights  may  disappear — her  leaders 
may  prove  treacherous  or  be  removed — her  enemies  may  rejoice,  and 
announce  by  their  mad  shouts  that  the  reform  is  dead — but  God  is 
in  this  work,  and  Temperance  will  yet  become  co-extensive  with  the 
world.    Respecttully, 

JOS.  HENRY  LUMPKIN. 

Milledgeville,  Nov.  5, 1849. 

The  following  humiliating  letter  is  taken  from  a  Charleston,  (S.  C.) 
paper,  and  has  been  published  in  the  New  York  Express,  and  many 
other  journals.    The  force  of  servility  can  no  farther  go. 

RicHMOKD,  Va.,  22d  December,  1849. 
Honored  and  Dear  Sir: — When  you  condescended  to  address  me 
an  invitation  to  pay  the  illustrious  body  over  which  you,  with  so  much 
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dignity,  preside,  a  visit  for  the  promotion  of  the  Sacred  cause  of  Tern. 
perance,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  high  rank  as  a  jud^,  with  which  your 
country  has  honored  you,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  marked  my  letter 
private,  but  have  left  it  to  your  own  prudence  to  have  acted  as  seemed  to 
you  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  that  glorious  cause,  equally  dear  to 
us  both.  The  second  letter  which  you  kindly  forwarded  I  have  never 
seen,  as  on  its  reaching  Boston  I  was  confined  at  New  York,  by  a  severe 
illness,  and  my  physician.  Dr.  Frazer,  and  my  Secretary,  deemed  it  ad- 
visable not  to  speak  to  me  on  such  an  exciting  subject 

I  now,  honored  sir,  presume  to  intrude  a  letter  on  your  well-occupied 
time,  in  consequence  of  an  insinuation  thrown  out,  that  I  had  uncour- 
teously  decl'med  to  reply  to  your  letter,  requiring  an  explanalfoo  of  mj 
opinions  on  an  all-important  question.  Whatever  errors  I  may  have 
perpetrated,  intentional  disrespect  to  any  correspondent,  however  humble 
his  rank,  is  not  amongst  them,  much  less  to  a  personage  vested  with  the 
dignity  of  a  Judge.  I  find  with  regret,  that  my  single-mindedness  in  the 
advocacy  of  the,  to  me,  all-absorbing  cause  of  Temperance,  is  not,  in 
tliis  great  country,  well  understood.  In  my  own  beloved  country,  though 
groaning  under  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  burthen  of  misery  that  ever  a 
nation  bore,  I  endured  every  species  of  calumny,  rather  than  risk  the 
infliction  of  the  slightest  injury  on  the  Temperance  cause,  by  advocating 
the  Repeal  of  the  Union  between  England  and  Ireland.  In  referring 
your  Honor  to  the  conversation  I  held  with  Mr.  Garrison,  in  the  *' Adama 
House,**  Boston,  I  vainly  thought  my  solemn  declaration  of  being  firmly 
resolved  not  to  interfere,  in  any,  the  slightest  degree,  with  the  institutions 
of  this  mighty  Republic,  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  to  calm  the 
anxieties  of  even  the  most  sensUive  American.  I  now,  dear  and  hon- 
ored Judge,  renew  this  declaration,  and  I  most  respectfully  urge  that  no 
man,  who  enjoys  himself  freedom  in  this  emphatically  free  country,  can 
require  more  from  one,  who  has  meekly  come  amongst  you  to  advocate 
the  high  and  holy  cause  of  Temperance,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  pure 
and  spotless  white  banner,  with  the  Divine  Motto  inscribed,  "  Glory  to 
God  on  high,  peace  on  earth  to  Men."  In  the  anxious  hope  that  this 
candid  explanation  will  remove  the  suspicion  of  intentional  disrespect, 
in  making  my  reply  private,  and  my  not  having  answered  your  second 
favor;  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Judge, 

Your  brother  in  Temperance,  and  devoted  friend, 

THEOBALD  MATHEW. 
Hon.  Judge  Lumpkin,  Athens,  Geo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 
I 


* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


I 


'^*^AA/\A^V\AAA> 


Moo,. 


